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Norfolk News 

Introduction and thank you 

Welcome to this short update newsletter advertising a few surveys that you can take 
part in over the last couple of months. There are several ways that you can get involved 
in BTO’s work, so please do get in touch if you are interested! 

 

BTO Garden BirdWatch 

 

Chaffinch: Liz Cutting/BTO 
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It is FREE to take part in BTO Garden BirdWatch (GBW), and you can do so throughout 
the year. As well as recording the bird species that you see over the course of the week 
in your garden, you can also submit records of a variety of other taxa, such as mammals 
and butterflies. You can sign up for the survey here1 and explore GBW data from your 
local area here .2 

There is also an option to support BTO Garden BirdWatch by becoming a ‘member’ of 
the scheme. GBW members receive the excellent Bird Table magazine3  four times a 
year. 

Time/ skill needed 

● As much time as you like, but a minimum of 20 minutes per week is 
recommended. 

● Can identify common birds by sight.  

Find out more about BTO Garden BirdWatch4  

 

BirdTrack 

 

Green Sandpiper: Liz Cutting/BTO 

BirdTrack is a way you make your birding records count – any time, any place. There are 
options to enter data using the website or on the smartphone app.5 There is also an 
option to submit details of dead wild birds via the smartphone app. You can also report 
other taxa, such as mammals, butterflies and dragonflies. 

https://www.bto.org/our-science/projects/gbw/join-gbw
https://www.bto.org/our-science/projects/gbw/join-gbw
https://www.bto.org/gbw/data
https://www.bto.org/gbw/data
https://www.bto.org/our-science/publications/bird-table#:~:text=Bird%20Table%20is%20our%20quarterly,unusual%20observations%20and%20interesting%20behaviour.
https://www.bto.org/our-science/publications/bird-table#:~:text=Bird%20Table%20is%20our%20quarterly,unusual%20observations%20and%20interesting%20behaviour.
https://www.bto.org/our-science/publications/bird-table#:~:text=Bird%20Table%20is%20our%20quarterly,unusual%20observations%20and%20interesting%20behaviour.
https://www.bto.org/our-science/projects/gbw
https://www.bto.org/our-science/projects/birdtrack/about-birdtrack-app
https://www.bto.org/our-science/projects/birdtrack/about-birdtrack-app


3 
 

Time/ skill needed 

● There is no minimum time commitment 
● Ideally, you will have fairly good bird identification skills 

Find out more about BirdTrack6  

 

 

Breeding Bird Survey / Waterways Breeding 
Bird Survey 

 

https://www.bto.org/our-science/projects/birdtrack
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Thank you very much to everyone who currently surveys a BBS square or WBBS stretch 
in Norfolk. Your time and effort is greatly appreciated.  

The below table shows coverage statistics from 2025:  
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Region Number of 
BBS squares 
surveyed 

Number of 
active BBS 
volunteers 

Number of 
WBBS stretches 
surveyed 

Number of 
active WBBS 
volunteers 

Norfolk 
Northeast 

29    21 2 2 

Norfolk 
Northwest 

20              15 2 2 

Norfolk 
Southeast 

29             24 N/A N/A 

Norfolk 
Southwest 

12             12 1 1 

If you are interested in taking on a BBS square or stretch in 2026 or 2027, here is some 
more information for you. BBS squares and WBBS stretches are randomly selected, in 
order to try to prevent bias in recording. In order to survey a square or stretch, you will 
need to be able to identify the bird species that are typically found in that square or 
stretch by sight, song and call. 

Your Regional Organiser will do their best to match you with a square or stretch that is 
not only close to where you live, but also appropriate for your birding ability. 

Here is a list of the BBS Regional Organisers in Norfolk, and which areas they cover: 

• Chris Hudson: Norfolk Northeast 
• Ina Zweiniger: Norfolk Northwest 
• Rachel Warren: Norfolk Southeast 
• Vince Matthews: Norfolk Southwest 

If you would like to find out where there are vacant BBS squares near you, take a look at 
this interactive map.7 You can find a similar map for vacant WBBS stretches here.8  

Maps showing the vacant BBS squares across the county are also shown above. Please 
note that at present, there are unfortunately not any vacant squares in Northeast Norfolk.  

Time/ skill needed 

● Undertake three site visits between April and June- a recce and two morning 
visits, along with data entry. This is roughly seven or eight hours per year for a 
single square. 

https://app.bto.org/bbs/public/request-square.jsp
https://app.bto.org/bbs/public/request-square.jsp
https://app.bto.org/bbs/public/request-square.jsp
https://app.bto.org/bbs/public/request-square.jsp?s=WBBS
https://app.bto.org/bbs/public/request-square.jsp?s=WBBS
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● Able to identify UK breeding birds by sight, song and call that are typically found 
on your BBS square or WBBS stretch. 

Find out more about the Breeding Bird Survey9  

Find out more about the Waterways Breeding Bird Survey10  

 

BTO Online Training Courses 

 

Yellowhammer: Philip Croft/BTO 

BTO online training courses are a fun way of gaining confidence with your bird 
identification skills. They are also a great way of preparing you for taking part in BTO 
surveys in the future. There are courses focusing on a wide variety of species groups, 
such as waterbirds, planned for this summer and autumn. 

Find out more about BTO training courses11 

 
 

https://www.bto.org/our-science/projects/breeding-bird-survey
https://www.bto.org/our-science/projects/waterways-breeding-bird-survey
https://www.bto.org/our-work/training/overview
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Contact details: 

Chris Hudson, BTO Regional Representative, Norfolk Northeast: 
chris697@btinternet.com  
 
Nick Gallichan, BTO Regional Representative, Norfolk Northwest: 
nickbeekeeper@hotmail.co.uk   
 
Rachel Warren, BTO Regional Representative, Norfolk Southeast: 
campephilus@btinternet.com  
 
Vince Matthews, BTO Regional Representative, Norfolk Southwest: 
norfolksouthwest@gmail.com  
 

 

BTO on social media 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/The.BTO  

Instagram: @btobirds 

Bluesky: @btobirds.bsky.social 

Website: www.bto.org 

 

BTO e-newsletters 

Sign up for BTO e-newsletters to stay up to date with the latest news and 
events 
 
BTO e-news: https://www.bto.org/community/news/e-newsletter   

Science e-news: https://www.bto.org/our-science/enews 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:chris697@btinternet.com
mailto:nickbeekeeper@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:campephilus@btinternet.com
mailto:norfolksouthwest@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/The.BTO
http://www.bto.org/
https://www.bto.org/community/news/e-newsletter
https://www.bto.org/our-science/enews
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Full page links 

 
1 Sign up for GBW: https://www.bto.org/get-
involved/volunteer/projects/gbw/join-gbw  
 
2 Explore Garden BirdWatch data: https://www.bto.org/get-
involved/volunteer/projects/gbw/results  
 
3 Bird Table Magazine: https://www.bto.org/our-
work/science/publications/magazines/bird-
table#:~:text=Bird%20Table%20is%20our%20quarterly,unusual%20observations%2
0and%20interesting%20behaviour.  
 
4 Find out more about Garden BirdWatch: https://www.bto.org/get-
involved/volunteer/projects/gbw  
 
5 BirdTrack Smartphone app: https://www.bto.org/get-
involved/volunteer/projects/birdtrack/about-birdtrack-app  
 
6 Find out more about BirdTrack: https://www.bto.org/get-
involved/volunteer/projects/birdtrack  
 
7 BBS vacant squares map: https://app.bto.org/bbs/public/request-square.jsp 
  
8 WBBS vacant stretches map: https://app.bto.org/bbs/public/request-
square.jsp?s=WBBS  
 
9 Find out more about the Breeding Bird Survey: https://www.bto.org/get-
involved/volunteer/projects/bbs  
 
10 Find out more about the Waterways Breeding Bird Survey: 
https://www.bto.org/get-involved/volunteer/projects/waterways-breeding-
bird-survey  
 
11 Find out more about BTO training courses: https://www.bto.org/our-
work/training/overview  
 

https://www.bto.org/get-involved/volunteer/projects/gbw/join-gbw
https://www.bto.org/get-involved/volunteer/projects/gbw/join-gbw
https://www.bto.org/get-involved/volunteer/projects/gbw/results
https://www.bto.org/get-involved/volunteer/projects/gbw/results
https://www.bto.org/our-work/science/publications/magazines/bird-table#:~:text=Bird%20Table%20is%20our%20quarterly,unusual%20observations%20and%20interesting%20behaviour
https://www.bto.org/our-work/science/publications/magazines/bird-table#:~:text=Bird%20Table%20is%20our%20quarterly,unusual%20observations%20and%20interesting%20behaviour
https://www.bto.org/our-work/science/publications/magazines/bird-table#:~:text=Bird%20Table%20is%20our%20quarterly,unusual%20observations%20and%20interesting%20behaviour
https://www.bto.org/our-work/science/publications/magazines/bird-table#:~:text=Bird%20Table%20is%20our%20quarterly,unusual%20observations%20and%20interesting%20behaviour
https://www.bto.org/get-involved/volunteer/projects/gbw
https://www.bto.org/get-involved/volunteer/projects/gbw
https://www.bto.org/get-involved/volunteer/projects/birdtrack/about-birdtrack-app
https://www.bto.org/get-involved/volunteer/projects/birdtrack/about-birdtrack-app
https://www.bto.org/get-involved/volunteer/projects/birdtrack
https://www.bto.org/get-involved/volunteer/projects/birdtrack
https://app.bto.org/bbs/public/request-square.jsp
https://app.bto.org/bbs/public/request-square.jsp?s=WBBS
https://app.bto.org/bbs/public/request-square.jsp?s=WBBS
https://www.bto.org/get-involved/volunteer/projects/bbs
https://www.bto.org/get-involved/volunteer/projects/bbs
https://www.bto.org/get-involved/volunteer/projects/waterways-breeding-bird-survey
https://www.bto.org/get-involved/volunteer/projects/waterways-breeding-bird-survey
https://www.bto.org/our-work/training/overview
https://www.bto.org/our-work/training/overview

