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President ds Piece
A tentative welcome to the long -legged birds

By Francis Farrow

At the beginning of July &quacco Heron was
spotted at Kelling, tantalizingly close but not within

population in southern Britain and can be seen
regularly in Norfolk. During this last spring it was

the NENBC area. This heron species is considered an reported that Cattle Egrets at Cley were seen on the

exceptionally rare bird for the UK with around 2 to 5
sightings annually. Changing conditions around the
Mediterranean, such as habitat loss andirought may
well push more birds further north. Will Squacco
Herons join the list of wetland birds that have started
breeding in Britain in recent years?
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The first of the herons to establish itself as a UK
breeding bird was thel.ittle Egret and since nesting

in Dorset in 1996 theUKpopulation has risen to over
2,200 pairs, which effectively doubles in size during
the winter, as they take advantage of our increasingly
milder weather. The first documented Norfolk
breeding was five pairs at Holkham National Nature
Reserve in 2002.
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Believe it or not theCattle Egret has been breeding in
the UK since 2008 when two pairs nested in
Somerset. They have slowly expanded their

backs of the cowsT reminding the observer of a
scene from the Serengeti! The egrets successfully
bred at Holkham in 2020 with four pairs nesting.

Cattle Egretg Mark Clements

Its larger cousin,the Great White Egret, first nested
in the Somerset levels in 2012 and now there is an
estimated 50 breeding pairs in the UK. Again
Holkham in 2017 became the first Norfolk breeding
site. Like the Little Egret the population also
increases in the winter to over 4500 individual
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Our next wetland bird, unlike the Egrets, is a former
breeding bird that has been absent from nesting in
the UK since the 17 century. It is theSpoonbill ,
which made a tentative breeding return in the Ribble
Estuary, Lancashire in 1999. It was, however, a
decade later that breeding became established when
in 2010 the first regular colony was formed at
Holkham. It was reported by Andy Broomfield (Senior
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Warden at Holkham National Nature Reserve) at an
NENBC talk last April that some 90 pairs were
present at Holkham this year.

Spoonbill¢ RusselPage

Could we expect morePurple Herons in the future?
To date there has only been one recorded breeding
attempt, which occurred in Kent in 2010. The Purple
Heron still remains a scarce visitor to the UK with
only 20 to 25 migrants recorded annually.

Purple HerorIndia] ¢ TrevorWilliams

The final heron to be considered is th&lack-

crowned Night Heron which bredin Somersetin
2017. Although not routinely breeding in the UK there
has been a marked increase in records across East
Anglia and the southern counties wetlands. One was
recorded in NENBC area in June 2025.

Although not a heron, theGlossy Ibis, is a wetland

bird that is increasingly seen and multiple birds now
remain through the winter, especially in East Anglia. A
pair did breed successfully in Cambridgeshire in
2022.

f JIBA T t OY 'hyJ BeagoY19a7)tgenerally the
above species are described with vagrant status

DEHIUGqWa6 W] | We¢ qlli 6 RalJWE |
and the Spoonbill was classed as a passage migrant.

So what are the real drivers for these wetland birds to
head north to the UK? As already mentioned climate
change is a big factor. As temperatures have warmed
and winters have become milder the ranges of these
birds have shifted accordingly. Since many satlern
continental wetlands now experience hotter, drier
summers which in turn can severely impact on water
levels and hence food sources birds are often forced
to seek new areas. This year has seen places in
southern Europe experience consistent levels of
temperatures over 40C. Here the UK with extensive
coastal lagoons and wetland reserves can offer ideal
habitats, although with 3°C temperatures and no

rain some UK regions are close to an official drought
(July 2026). Another factor driving the birds to new
areas is population booms, which are due to
additional wetland protection and conservation
initiatives in southern Europe.

It is therefore with mixed emotions that we welcome
these exotic additions to our avifaunar a success in
that wetland conservation in the UK has provided
ideal habitat conditions and also a worry and a
warning that the world and specifically ecosystems
are vulnerable to the rapid pace of environmental
change.

However, who would have thought that as a young
birder 50 years ago | could be seeing such birds in
Norfolk?
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A Note from the Editor

By Carol Thornton

Welcome to our August newsletter !

Welcome to our new member s
Hope you are all keeping safe and well during what is turni We look forward to seeing you soon!
outto be_qu_lte a challe_nglng_ summer fqr many aspecially * Mike & Jacqualine Kent * Zoe Watts *
for our wildlife and_ their habitatsEExcessivedat and * Arthur Bennett * David & Ailsa Nurse
hosepipe bansre likely to be the new normwe need to
adapt toand the wildfires in the UK, Europe and Canada
name just a feware heartbreakinglydevastating. As | write,
partsofw{t . aAyYaYSNB YR (4KS bl A2yl {f ¢ NIRSRBSotlalkiaghs A O
Garten reserve at Abernethas been badly burned. The letgym impact on the wildlife increasingly daljthese
areas home for all or part of the year is unfathomabsesome habitats may take 20 years to recolreour garden,
our veg patch has been a bit fahd-miss despite the shading | put up but the wildflower lawn we have been
developing for a good number of years now has done very well, the volume of plants covering it seemingly thr
and shading the ground beneatiom the hot sunand it has been alive with insec#&nother success has been the ¢
hedgehogs that wander about our garden each night, taking advantage of the food and clean water put down
evening and entertaining us on our wildlife cams. Never had that many before! Another webcam success has
watching the constant birdlife visits tor@ew 60 litre water troughput inthe shade with some surplus pond plants.
We have lots of water sources in the garden but none of them have attracted birds in the way this one has.

If you have any queries, just drop us an email

pictured which was a€romer on 38 July They are quite fun, ’;
informative and a chance for a chat with others amdi yan
read more about those two persdess scopes opagel2.
Missing the regular activities? Well, we have the dates and
brief details of our scheduled events through to the end of th
year in this editiongagel3) so get those dates in your diaries
and look forward to catching up with you at some of théirhe - —
first event of the new season will be a walk at Cley on th&éptember with John SwalloW/e are always open to
suggestions of other things we can do so if you have any fab ideas, please do get in touch.

Looking back,sawell asour Julywalk reports, this month we are showcasing s$exondof our UEA Environmental
Consultancyrojects, with{ 2 F depo®@aén Alinbirding A 0 K I (g A ald TF(PERE3)aHR\AISENS us f
about her search for a Willow Tppdge 24. It has all been a bit stressful overtae Cromer Peregrine Project
Watchpointof late (page 39 but therewashappier, albeit unexpected, excitement for a few membensthe
findingof a Shore Lark at Weybourngage 23. We are still beavering away behind the scenes on our 2Bi2&
Report which waimto have publishedn time for the September
evening meetingTalking of which, my usual cglif anyone has
any of their birdrelated artwork they would like me to include in
the report, then please send manyimages across.

TheW ¢ K NP dz3 topid-fortheSrgn& cverof birds seerast
monthwas® i r d s a n andpradiceblydve had quite a
variety. From the leftand topacrossGrey Heror{Mark
Clement$, Blue Tit[Philip Cartlidge]Grey Wagtai[David
Griffiths], Little Grebe[Steven LinesMute Swan[Doug Cullern].
ForAugustour themewill bed G u Bdo gé clickingat the coast
orinland¢tf S Qa aSS AF ¢S OFy 3Si
Right ismy favourite member photofrom Juy, selected from the
2ySa GKIFIG RARYyQG YIF1S AlG 2y
section of the more unusual speciesan.intense and slightly
grumpylooking Blackbird from Philip Cartlidge
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NENBC Bird Highlights dJuly 202 6

By Carol Thornton
All records are from the NENBC website and submitted by[ 4 6,282 individual records covering 145 bird ]

members unless otherwise stated. No use of Al to help species were added in  Juy
collate this report this month!

July 2026 | The stand out record for the month was the unprecedented report of a Shore Lark at Weybourn
Camp from 14" to 16™. Other Highlights this month were a Honey-buzzard over Selbrigg Pond,Manx
Shearwater off Sheringhamand Curlew Sandpiper from Cromer. See fuller details below.

Brent Goose | A single west at Weybourne on 31was the only record of the month.

Shelduck | Single figure counts at Weybourne on 8 dates with 14 east there in a single flock orf"and 10
east at Sheringham on 3%. The only other records were of 3 birds west at Cromer Lighthouse & East Cliffs on
25" and 2 high east there on 30.

Eider | Five west at Sheringham on 12 All other records were from Weybourne with 19 west on 01 west on
11", a single on sea on 25and 7 west on 30@.

Goosander | Three juveniles on the sea at Weybourne on 2@&nd 6 west at Cromer Pier on 23
Grey Partridge | A single on Weybourne Camp on I5and 2 on Weybourne Cliffs on 24.

Qualil | There were 5 records this month, including a Third Party Report oh & an adult with 4 chicks

il 3t #I RAVT WAH! W6 JWYHY 31 2131 Wet WhHa GHOGWHPDWIW RAJT r bl
singing bird heard from a lucky membeat garden in Weybourne on 8, another singing near Northrepps
aerodrome on 11", a few calls from a bird at Selbrigg Pond on T4nd another at West Beckham on 7.

Nightjar | Records in July were throughout the month and from the usual sites at Kelling and Weybourne
Heaths with maximums of 6 birds reported at the former on ¥2and 15" and 2 at the latter on 14. One
member was able to hear distant churring from their Weybourne garden on 4 dates at the beginning of the
month.

Cuckoo | Just one Third Party Report from Matlaske
on 6".

Little Grebe | Reported from Mannington Hall Park
(up to 2, including a juvenile), Baconsthorpe (up to 5,
3 juvenile) and Wolterton Park (up to 2, including a
juvenile). Photo 1 courtesy of Doug Cullern

Great Crested Grebe | A single at Wolterton Park on
19" and up to 5 birds at their stronghold of Blickling
Park, including up to 3 juvenilesPhoto 2 courtesy of
Doug Cullern

Avocet | A single west at Weybourne on 19

Whimbrel | All records were of birds moving past our
coastal sites of Weybourne, Sheringham, Beeston
Common, Cromer Lighthouse and Mundesley, and
were generally of singles, with up to 4 reported
individually during seawatch sessions.

Bar-tailed Godwit | Records of 15 birds throughout
the month from Weybourne, all heading west and a
single west at Cromer Lighthouse & East Cliffs during
a pop-up seawatch on 3@'. On 27", 18 birds were
reported west from Cromer Pier.

Knot | The maximum count was 12 west at Weybourne on 28 with other records from Cromer Lighthouse
East Cliffs (max 4 on 19) and Sheringham (just one, also on 19.

Page5


https://www.birdguides.com/news/quail-year-on-the-cards-in-britain/

Curlew Sandpiper | Sevenwest in a tight flockat Cromer Lighthouse & East Cliffsmostly summer plumage /
moult.

Kittiwake | Records throughout the month at the
coast of mostly 1-6 birds. High counts were 20 at
Weybourne on 17" (17 east and 3 offshore in a
feeding melee) and 21 east at Sheringham on 19

Little Gull | One record of a single at Sheringham on
18M,

Mediterranean Gull | Nearly 70 records throughout
the month at the coastwith over 20%of them of
double-figure counts up to a max of 32 at Weybourne
on 11", In the second half of the month several
reports included juveniles. The only inland record
was of 2 at Holt on 24. Photo 3 courtesy of Mark
Clements

Caspian Gull | From the 17" onwards there were 16
reports of this species at the Cromer sites covering 4
juveniles and a second calendar year bird in various
combinations. Birds were observed on the beach,
around the pier and occasionally on the seaThe only
other record was a juvenile in the sea at Weybourne
on 28". Photo 4 (right bird)courtesy of Mark

Clements

Yellow-legged Gull | Two juveniles reported from
26" to 30" on Cromer beach and around the pier.
Photo 4 (left bird) courtesy of Mark Clements

Sandwich Tern | Over 90 records along the coast
from Weybourne to Walcott throughout the month. A
good number were of triplefigure counts with 678 at
Weybourne on 29 (195 east 483 wesf) and 642 west
there on 27". Only one report mentioned juveniles, 2 = e
of 325 at Weybourne on 8. Photo 5 courtesy of

Steven Lines

Little Tern | One near the lifeboat station on
Sheringham on * and 2 west at Cromer Pier on 24.
The 18 other records were from the Weybourne sites,
mostly of single figure counts, but with 34 on ¢, 32 on 29, 13 on 4"and 18" on 5".

Arctic Tern | An adult and a juvenile feeding offshore at Sheringham on “.4nd a single in a feeding mele
east of the beach at Weybourne Camp on 15

Great Skua | A single east at Weybourne on 31

Arctic Skua | Records from the middle of the month of 34 birds from Weybourne, Sheringham and Cromer.
The 3 birds reported from Cromer on 19and 22 were all dark phase and the single east at Weybourne on
31t was pale phase. All other records were not specific.

Guillemot | A smattering of records during the month
from Weybourne, Sheringham and Cromeduring
seawatches, generally of 13 birds, with 10 east at
Sheringham on 13.

Razorbill | Singles at Weybourne on 2 and 39 and 2
on the sea there on 2%. Two at Sheringham on 1'3
and a single west at Cromer on 30 Photo 6 courtesy
of Mark Clements
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Puffin | A single reported east at Sheringham on both ¥3and 14".
Red-throated Diver | A single east at Weybourne on T6was the only record.
Fulmar | Records of predominantly singles throughout the month from Weybourne, West Runton and Cromer.

Manx Shearwater | Records from Sheringham on 3 dates with 7 on 31 west, 6 east), 3 east on 18and a
single on 19"

Spoonbill | One west over Weybourne Camp on 22and another on 27.
Cattle Egret | At Weybourne, 3 west with 6 Little Egret on"@and 14 east offshore there on 29.

Great White Egret | A single drcling close tothe lake
at Felbrigg Park on 8and 4 east over Weybourne 7
village on 7.

Honey-buzzard | A single drcled low overSelbrigg
Pond on 3%, then slowly drifted offsouth over the
trees. Photo 7 courtesy of Mark Clements

Goshawk | A single record of one bird at Swanton
Novers on 28..

Marsh Harrier | Fifteen of the 16 records were of
singles, the exception being 2 juveniles over High
Kelling on 23'. Reports were from Weybourne area,
Felbrigg Park, Sheringham Park, Thornage and
Sheringham and included reports of male, female
and juveniles and some with windags (see belowr
Highlights | Rings, Tags & Flays

Kingfisher | All records were of a single from Selbrigg| 8
Pond on 29", 30" and 31

Bee-eater | Twocalling over Seaview carparkat West
Runton on 3" before heading west.

Hobby | Over 30 records on 20 dates from 13 sites
throughout the month, virtually all of singles Two
501 W WGEY!I quUT Wwel Ya Ul W? e
Cliffs on 16" 21t and 31 but no reports of breeding
there this year and no mention of juveniles elsewhere
either.

Peregrine | Records of the Cromer Church birds (2
adults and up to 3 of the juveniles) for most of the
month around the town and along the coast learning
GYsWagYWse UqoW] YI WA Y!I DWRU .. & o Ol o it el te s it ey om e R0
see Peregrine Cornefrom page 35. There were 3
reports away from Cromerr singles at West Runton
on 9", Weybourne Camp on 18 and Weybourne on
26™". Photo 8 courtesy of Mark Clements

9

Raven| Two west over Kelling Heath calling loudly on
21, Photo 9 courtesy of David Griffiths

Marsh Tit | A juvenile in a Gresham garden orftand
31, a single at Beeston Common on@and 1-2 at
Selbrigg Pond on 30 and 31s.

Woodlark | We are not including detailed information
in the newsletter of the locations of this species
during the breeding season| Records of singles from
one location.




Shore Lark | An amazing July record of a single Shore
Lark on Weybourne Camp from 1%to 16" seen by 11
lucky members, in part thanks to our WhatsApp
Alerts group and website posts on locationThis
species is not usually a summer visitor to this area
and all our previous records are from October to
April. For full information, see Shore Lark at
Weybourne Camp from page 22Photo 10 courtesy
of Ollie Allison

Willow Warbler | One fortunate member had a
Willow Warbler in and around their Holt garden this
month, reported on 4 dates. Elsewhere. Singles at
Felmingham on 4", Thornage on 29 and Selbrigg
Pond on 30

Garden Warbler | Singles at Kelling Heath, %
Weybourne and Felbrigg Park on a handful of dates J
this month. -

Lesser Whitethroat | A juvenile at Weybourne on'®
and a single at Weybourne Cliffs on 29

Dartford Warbler | We are not including detailed information in the newsletter of the locations of this species
during the breeding season| Records of singles from one location.

Firecrest | Two at Beeston Common on %, at least 3
at High Kelling on 20and an adult with juvenile there
on 239, singles at Sheringham Park on 22and
Selbrigg Pond on 28 and 27" and finally 2 at Holt
Country Park & Lowes on 30

Mistle Thrush | Single figure counts at Weybourne,
Swanton Novers, Field Dalling & Saxlingham,
Weybourne Heath, Kelling Heath, Wolterton Park and_
Bodham. Felbrigg Park was the only place with
reasonably sized flocks reported with 15 there on
11%, 36 on 20" and 40 on 3%. Photo 11 courtesy of
Andrew Crossley

Spotted Flycatcher | A single at Swanton Novers
was reported on 16'to 18". Photo 12 courtesy of
David Griffiths

Wheatear | A single at Weybourne Camp on 31 the
first of the autumnthere.

Yellow Wagtail | Singles at West Runton on%and
Weybourne on 26 and 30", with 2 there on 29.

Grey Wagtall | There were 2 adults and 2 juveniles
around the house at Mannington Hall Park on's
Elsewhere, all singles, at Beeston Regis (juvenile),
Baconsthorpe (juvenile), Letheringsett & Ford and
Selbrigg Pond.

Yellowhammer | Over 50 records from 16 locations,
mostly of 1-2 birds. Higher figures were 11 at Field Dalling & Saxlingham or"lahd up to 6 around Gresham in
the last week of the month.A juvenile was also ringed at West Beckham on 22
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August: What to | ook forward '
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Observations from | ast moMembér Esgeal

i
Mute Swan | On pond at Thornage Mill. The water level Moorhen | 7xA month on from hatching we still have 5 out
was so low that its feet were touching the bottom as it of 6 chicks. Best survival rate for a few years, fingers
tried to paddle. | Val Stubbs | Thornage | 24 crossed! | Alan Stevens | Gresham | 16
Red-legged Partridge | A rather unusual visitor to our Black-headed Gull | Vast flock of gulls circling over NE
urban garden!| Kala Nobbs | At Home | 2% Holt for over an hour, mainly Blackheaded, possibly many
Red-legged Partridge | 2 juvs ran across Station Rdeven ~ more than 150 but impossible to count. Presumed eating
more effective than my Speedwatch hiviz jacket at fIylng ants. Other species Herring, Lesser_BIaebacked,
slowing the traffic! | Val Stubbs | Weybourne | 29 Mediterranean and Common gulls; Red Kite, Common

Buzzard (3), Sparrowhawk and Hobby; Swift (4)Peter &
Sue Morrison | Holt | 24

Swift | x12Still here! Screaming loudly| Kala Nobbs | LT UETH| £33 SIS, 253 (CER & d"’? STl Y
: Great black-backed gull, sat on the sea, which was
Sheringham | 22¢ :
attempting to grab the terns. The gull eventually flew off. It

Swift | A group of 25 came over from the north, very high .14 appear the adult terns were protecting a juvenile
initially, before coming down to meet and greet our local sitting on the sea.| Phil Borley | Vdybourne | 5"

15 birds, there was some very vocal socialising before the
larger group peeled off and spiralled upwards to the south,

a lovely few minutes watchingthese engaging and social i the beach. leaving the sk i i L0
birds | Stella Baylis | Southrepps Common | 28 onto the beach, eavmg_ € Skuas {0 continue west. nce
the skuas were out of sight the gulls and terns resumed

Feral Pigeon | Racing pigeon on roof of no 4[LVal Stubbs | feeding on the sea| Phil Borley | Weybourne | 29
Weybourne | 28

Swift | 17xIn the air over our house whilst we enjoyed a G
and T in the sunshine| David Griffiths | Holt | 17

Arctic Skua | 4xFlew to the gulls / terns in the feeding
melee, ninety percent of the gulls / terns promptly flew


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8pG-pHAA5dU&list=PL3hm4LtH_-dp_HkuYmxJklL2f1ikT8eMW&index=46
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6SDxOy-F3gs&list=PL3hm4LtH_-dp_HkuYmxJklL2f1ikT8eMW&index=45
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=29f3i-XXDuU&list=PL3hm4LtH_-dp_HkuYmxJklL2f1ikT8eMW&index=41
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=puZId8bfAXU&list=PL3hm4LtH_-dp_HkuYmxJklL2f1ikT8eMW&index=30
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ecJSoImIT2Y&list=PL3hm4LtH_-dp_HkuYmxJklL2f1ikT8eMW&index=15
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ecJSoImIT2Y&list=PL3hm4LtH_-dp_HkuYmxJklL2f1ikT8eMW&index=15
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vt8ZK8fI3W8&list=PL3hm4LtH_-dp_HkuYmxJklL2f1ikT8eMW&index=49
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YS1xgBoCkoU&list=PL3hm4LtH_-dp_HkuYmxJklL2f1ikT8eMW&index=1

Manx Shearwater | Attracted to feeding melee well
offshore, which included 3 Bottle-nosed Dolphin| lan
Prentice | Sheringham | 19

Sparrowhawk | Brief dogfight with Hobby over "
Deadmants. | Tony Pope | Weybourne Cliffs | 15

Red Kite | Mobbed by 2 Hobbies. The Kite seemed to be
drawn to combining, which was being done in the field by
Dead MdJ < | Tony Pope | Weybourne Cliffs | 81

Tawny Owl | Cank really say it was calling, sounded more
like being in pain! Quite a racket] David Griffiths | Holt |

Wren | On my balcony (a first) and then singing from high
up on a roof- very unusual to see one that high and
showing well, also unusual!| Jane Crossen | Sheringham |

Blackbird | Clearly unimpressed discovering that those
tempting open skylights led into our sun room| Kala
Nobbs | At Home |

House Sparrow | 20xBREEDING at least 8 nests in
Greenways wit multiple broods | Peter & Sue Morrison|
Holt | 23¢

31 Greenfinch | | have just picked up the third dead

Peregrine | 5xThe whole family circling high over the
tower, after several sightings of pairs to the south.Colin
Blaxill | Cromer | 3

House Martin | 4x o juveniles in nest being attended by
parents, speed of feeding faster than formula 1 pit tyre
changes.| Doug & Jenny Cullern | Holt ['8

i Just a reminder to folk logging ringed birds on our
i website. Although we send our data off en masse
to the county recorder through BirdTrack uploads,
s JWTI YOk qWT RI WHaqG! WRY Uq:¢
individual projects T that needs to be down to you
if you have a sightingnd the ringing coordinators
GY2U0WaqVYWNWJgle GI ¢ qlJt WyUl
EU Colour Ring website.

Iceni Bird Monitoring Group [locally ringed Turnstones
(red flag three letters starting JAA), Blackeaded Gulls
(red rings starting 2C00) and Marsh Tit (white rings @®)]
BTO[metal-only rings]

greenfinch this summer, all in my garden, plumage
was good, but fat levels zero, the sort of fat score you
would see on a migrant bird, nothing visible under the
skin, looks like they have starvedhas anyone else
found any? | Brian Shaw | Weybourne | 30

Méwenprogramm

Ich danke Ihnen herzlichst filr die Mitteilung eines Fundes / von Funden eines von
ingung und die bisher erfolgten Sichtungen finden Sie nachfolgend. Sollten Sie Fehler darin finden, teilen
mit. Wichtig: um alle Funde zu sehen, muss man Scrollen !

(iber die Be
Sie es mir

Copyright: Diese
persd

(Uber weitere Meldungen wiirde ich mich frouen:

ingungs- und Wiederfunddaten sind ausschiieBich ais

Sonke Martens.
Carl Gérdelerweg 16
25524 Itzohoe

S.

Mart

uns beringten Vogels. Die Angaben

tens @KH-Itzehoe.de

Lachmowe
Ring-Nr.: Helgoland 5419770

Larus ridibundus 0

Farbring: AF613

Beringungsdaten: 23,10.2015 Hamburg / Binnenalster
diesjahrig Gruppengrofe :

bisherige Wiederfunde
Datum Beobachtungsort
21.12.2016 Hamburg / Binnenalster
03.04.2020 LETTLAND - Salaspils
13.04,2020 LETTLAND - Salaspils
10.09.2020 GB - North-Norfolk, West Runton
26.01.2022 GB - North-Norfolk, West Runton
05.01.2023 GB - Norfolk, West Runton
13.02.2023 GB - Norfolk, West Runton
08.09.2023 GB - North-Norfolk, West Runton
27.09.2023 GB - Norfolk, West Runton
28.08.2024 GB - Norfolk, West Runton

Koordinaten (in Grad u. Min.)
5333 N 10 OE Farbring abgelesen
5652 N 24 20E Farbring abgelesen
5652 N 24 20E Farbring abgelesen
5256 N 1 15E Farbring abgelesen
5256 N 1 15E Farbring abgelesen
5256 N 1 14E Farbring abgelesen
5256 N 1 14E Farbring abgelesen
5256 N 1 15E Farbring abgelesen
5256 N 1 14E Farbring abgelesen
5256 N 1 14E Farbring abgelesen

Fing

°
33'N 10° 0 'E

der

Piro, S.
Boiko, D.
Boiko, D.
Grove, T.
Davis, J.
Morrison, P.
Lamsdell, C.
Grove, T.
Baggott, C.
Grove, T

29.08.2024 GB - Norfolk, West Runton
26.09.2025 GB - Norfolk, West Runton

5256 N 1 14E Farbring abgelesen Grove, T
5256 N 1 14E Farbring abgelesen Bacon, S

Black-headed Gull MC| Sheringham [10¢'] including German

ringed (AF613) see left

Caspian Gull TW| Cromer Pier [27'] juvenile- one confirmed
out of several contenders, including a yellow colowringed bird

(considered by some to be LBBG)

Great Black-backed Gull MC| Cromer Pier [24] including

Norwegian ringed birdr see left

Herring Gull TW| Cromer Pier [27] Belgian bird with blue colour

ring

Lesser Black-backed Gull MC | Cromer Pier [26] Including this

German ringed bird

Marsh Harrier DG | Weybourne [17] Wing tagged juvenile over
the field SE of the beach. Did not come close enough to

determine the coding

Marsh Harrier AC| Felbrigg Park [29] Immature (probably
female) with two red wingtags circled high over land below dam,
then moved north. Sighting reported to West Norfolk Ringing

Group.

Marsh Harrier PB| Weybourne [28'] west offshore. red wing tags

Yellowhammer JS| West Beckham [229] Trapped and ringed
a wholly juvenile so likely a "locally fledged" bird. Birding

during FT ringing visit at WBOA

10.07.2026 GB - Norfolk, West Runton 5256 N 1 14E Farbring abgelesen Clements, M.

Observer Condition Actions

‘observation aliveand |Cromer, Norfolk
healthy [(GB)

observation | alive and | Oostende,
healthy |strand 3
Gapers (BE)

observation | alive and | Oostende,

healthy | Windmolenwerf

. | W. Boeykens observation | alive and | Oostende, -
healthy | Voorhaven (BE) | .

. | Patrick
Vandenbroucke

observation | alive and | Oostende,
healthy [ Windmolenwerf

(BE)

alive and | Oostende,
healthy

capture
Visserskaai
(BE)

MCMark Clements [TWTrevor Williams DG
David Griffiths [ACANndy Clarke PBPhil Borley
| IS John Swallow



https://cr-birding.org/
https://iceni.shinyapps.io/sightings/
https://app.bto.org/euring/lang/pages/rings.jsp

Calling All Artists! \

/ Bird Ventures of Holt

Our club sponsors offer a 5% discount on ewn
branded wild bird food to NENBC members all
year. They also stock feeders aswimuch more
and are always happy to offer advice. Have a lo
at their websitehttps://birdventures.co.uk or pop
by their shop Free local delivery available.

We are busy working on the 2025 Bird
Report in preparation for printing later in
the summerAs usual, we would love to
showcase member artwork so if you have

any sketches, paintings or other artwork o
birds, rare or common, that appeared inrot
club area last year, please take a photo ¢

Bird Ventures | The Wildlife Shop them and send them in toenbc@aol.co.uk
/\ 9B Chapel Yard, Albert Street /
2172 B Holt NR25 6HG
(PRES  Telephone 01263 710203
e — salesbirdventures@aol.com Newsletter Contributions \
i Monday 10:15arb:00pm
Tuesday to Saturday 9:00aB100pm /

The more folk who contribute articles for
this monthly newsletter, the richer the
NBIFIRH , 2dz R2y Qi K
expert to write something with a birding
NENBC WhatsApp group s link ¢ long or short, with or without
We have 3! We need yourabile numberto sign photos, trips, anecdotes, questions you
you up for any of them and you will need to want answered, surveys you have beer
activate WhatsApp on your phone if you are not doing, equipment or books you likeyou
already using it. There are a few rules on tHe 1 would be surprised the number of
two groupswhich you will need to agree to on sig members who would be interested in

up that ensures they run as smoothly as possible reading what you have to say. Please gt
in touch onnenbc@aol.co.ukf you can

for our volunteer administrators and the instant

info you get is of usePlease be aware that like all Qelp- We would love to hear from Yy
WhatsApp groups, your number will be visible to

Fff GK24aS 2y (GKS 3ANERdz

them.

is administered by
Trevor Williams and is for any active and We could do with some more book
participating seawatchers along the north east donations for our birds and other nature
Norfolk coast whether they are club members or book stall at our indoor events. We have
not. rather a lot of Field Guides for most of th
is administered by Tony Forster g2NIR Al g2ddZ R &
and is solely for club members to share news on necessarily need more of those, but we
the location of interesting birds within the club could do with a wider rangef@eading
area material from home and away. If you hav
has been set up so any books languishing on your shelves
we have a means of contacting members quickly please bring them along to one of our
and easily without going through the email / events or drop us an email on
6S0aA0S NRdAziSo 2SS LX Iy
88 sending out reminders a day or two befor
scheduled club events
letting folk know where we are running a (
shorty 2 0 A OSLIQt @By i 2
published schedule
& advising to any lashinute changes to We are always on the lookout for
scheduled events recommendations for speakers for our
Unlike the other\NhatsAppgroupsAonIy tP]e indoor programme, or ideas you may hawv
Admins can send messages ofits Y 0 S NR of subjects we could cover. If you have ar
be abletoresponddA I AU a2z UK thoughts, please drop Alan and email on

Speaker Suggestions \

‘
St
lot of trafficonit. tg 2y Qi 6 S dza SR ahstevens52@gmail.com

7))
Q
=
d
(®)
Z
Q0
=
@)

a2 62VQ0 RdzLI sof@ir otler tivoK ¢ K Thank you! j



mailto:ahstevens52@gmail.com
mailto:nenbc@aol.co.uk
mailto:nenbc@aol.co.uk
mailto:nenbc@aol.co.uk
https://birdventures.co.uk/epages/76378c2f-ef3a-4356-92cd-6490205a709b.sf/en_GB/
mailto:salesbirdventures@aol.com

Request for volunteer surveyors @& BTO

We have received an enquiry as to whether any club member might be interested on taking on either of tw|
BTO Breeding Bird Survey transects which are currently vacant. Both are to the west of our area but one
include freshwater, a habitat rare in tidENBC area. The two transects are:

TF7840, between Brancaster and Docking. The first transect is the Ringstead Road, the second Dalegate
TF9243, Wellaext-the-Sea with the transects including the North Point pools.

Both have been mapped but are not surveyed at the moment. The survey requires 2 visits in spring. There
lot of information about the BBS on tHT O website bto.org. They also provide free trainin§anyone is
interested in taking either of these on, please contantly @c1967@cantab.ngt who willput you in touch

with the relevant organiser.

Just a quick reminder abottie changesve announced back at the AGM in December. From January 2027 w
will be increasing the annual membership rate to £17.50 for thwseting a printed Annual Report from the
previous year. The rate without a report remains at £12Tbse of you with a standing order, we would be
much obliged if you could change the amount to be deducted prior to the renewal dasmiraryThank you!

(A big thank you to NENBC Member Lizzie Wallis e .

X for the donationto the clubof two good butsurplusto-requirements scopes and tripods.
wasareally kindgestureand we will be putting them to good uséle are planning to use

them to support ourseawatching activitieso that anyone coming along to one of our Rdp
StolGOKSa 2NJ 2dzNJ ! yydzkt / 22NRAYIFGSR { St ¢
a021LS KlFa GKS OKIFyOS (2 dza$S 2Byd§eiwhibhdasy Qi T2 NB
achievableby anyone beginners included, with a bit of dedicatiower the seasorso do
comealongandjoinug o dzi R2y Q4G F2NBSG G2 6NI LI dzLd g/ NXY
Q)recast!The equipment will also be available for members to use at other club activities too.

(Interested in joining the WeBS counting team at Cley? \

Cley/Salthouse Marshes Wetland Bird Survey (WeBS) team are looking for a reserve counter to help witt
monthly WeBS counts. Volunteers need to be happy to work alone and able to identify waterbirds by sigh
Waterbirds include geese, ducks, waders, grebesons, gulls, terns. WeBS counters at Cley/Salthouse are
asked to record a few other species, such as raptors, finches, buntings; gipitdl round bird 1D skills are
needed. New reserve counters are called upon if the regular team are unagaildia team are a friendly
bunch of people from all parts of the birdwatching community. If you are interested, the regular counters

LINE GARS || WRdzYYeé NizyQ o6+ f120SNI 2F GKS aSOG2NDal
Qof interest please emdjil cleybcrecords@gmail.com j
—— THE —— )
NENBC Member David Harper presents
@@@ME Introduction to ecology and wildlife conservation
SOCIETY Ge_ological backgr_ound and Iar_1d use history.
(7)) ————  ESTABLISHED 1946 ———— Habitats, communities and species of the coast.
8 Broads, Brecklands, farmed land.
48 You are invited to a lecture course Ancient woodlands and Veteran trees.
=z Wednesdays at 10.30afnEnrolment from 10am at the The current state of nature in Norfolk.
a first lecture| The eightweek course fee is £28 or £4 OCTOBERY- DECEMBER®
= per session for Cromer Society members, or £5 per SUFFIELD PARK BOWLS CLUB
6 session for visitors.No lecture on October 28 STATION ROAD CROMER NR27 ODY

WWW.cromersociety.co.uk
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What 6s On?

General Event Information 0 please see our website for full details

Overview General Walks Information

R Talks on the last Thursday

evening of the month at Please wear clothing suitable to conditions - footpaths can be muddy at
Gresham Village Hall from any time of the year .
Sep-Nov and Jan-Apr, also YOUNG PEOPLE: Children are always welcome if accompanied by
_ cuellenle v v Zeom well -behaved adults and we would be happy to see young members
R Walks around Felbrigg Park aged 16 and 17 attend unaccompanied with prior written consent from a
on the 3" Wednesday parent or guardian who has also supplied a phone number where they
morning of the month Sep -Jul can be contacted in an emergency.
R Varied monthly weekend DOGS: We regret no dogs except assistance dogs .
walks and the odd evening EQUIPMENT: Binoculars are always recommended to gain full
. one from Sep-Ju enjoyment from your birding and for some of our walks , a scope is
R special events including: definitely usefulbut dondt forget youdl |l
* Coordinated Seawatch ACCESSIBILITY :Unfortunatelymost of our wal ks ¢
* Walks Weeks wheelchair users but please do contact us on nenbc@aol.co.uk to see
‘ Christmas Social & AGM which of our events are or could be adapted to be so.
* gheal‘l’;ngz LR A BADGES: Birds seen on club -area walks count towards individual Star
* NENBC Big Sit badges & if you walk or cycle from home, they also count towards your
% Global Big Bird Day Eco-Badges.
activities BOOKING: Yougener ally wondt ameofarwalks sb o
® Birding for Beginners just turn up on the day if you fancy it . We advise joining the Wh atsApp
~ Course Comms group which we will always use if we have to make any last

LASUCICR N RGN NG  minute changes. There may be the occasional time we do need advance

AR numbers and bookings and if this is the case it will say so on our
Car-sharing is always publicity

encouraged, or even better,
walking or cycling .

During this month we will be getting our website populated wit  h the detail of our offer for the 2026/27 season & and you can
download a pdf schedule from there - but we are always open for new suggestions so do get on touch with any! In the
meantime, here are some basic details of events through to the end of the year and beyond for your diaries € . .

V/ Sunday 6t September | 9:30am to 1:00pm
V/ An Autumn Walk at Cley Marshes with John Swallow

Cley Marshes needs little introduction as its historic reputation and fame are well known throughout the
birdwatching community. The wetland haven of reedbeds, grazing marshes, pools, scrapes and coastal shingle
attract a wide range of breeding, winteringnd passagebird species, with nearby woodland and scrub adding to
the mosaic of habitats. Autumn can be an exciting time and our walk will check the latest sightings news before
deciding on a route.

Wednesday 16" September | Felbrigg Walks
9.00am to 11.00am with Trevor Williams (standard) and 9.30am to 11.00am leader TBC (slow)
Come and join us forone of our monthly strolls around the National Trust Estate.

Pagel3
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= R

—oaw /MW ader Conservation Challenges wwith RyanBurrell, Director of the Curlew Recovery Partnership

Saturday 3@ October | 7:30am to 10:30am |
Annual Coordinated Seawatch We currently have hosts for 4 sites

SheringhamTankwith Phil Borley arranged.f anyone would like to
Cromer North Lodge Parkvith Trevor Williams host at any other site, do please get

Mundesley Seafront Shelterwith Julian Thomas in touch.

Happisburgh Village Car Parlkwith Andy Clarke

Our annual event is both a social and informative event and a great way to get started seawatching as a
beginner and also to pass on your knowledge as a regular to those new to the activity. We set ourselves up at a
number of sites with good views out to 8a, each team with an experienced seawatcher as lead, to record the
number and species of all the birds we see along the club coastline and beyond (and the direction they are
flying) for each 10minute period throughout a 3hour time frame.Come and join us!

V/ Saturday 17t October | 9:00am to 1:00pm
V’ Winterton Walk with Janice Darch
-
Wednesday 21st Octob er | Felbrigg Walks

f 9.00am to 11.00am with Trevor Williams (standard) and 9.30am to 11.00am with Nick Kimber (slow)
Come and join us forone of our monthly strolls around the National Trust Estate.

\ J

= )

Talk

sw=ms JHhe Danube Deltamith Club MembersVal & Mick Walker

& J

f Wednesday 18" November | Felbrigg Walks

9.00am to 11.00am with Trevor Williams (standard) and 9.30am to 11.00am with Nick Kimber (slow)
Come and join us forone of our monthly strolls around the National Trust Estate.

V’VI Sunday 22" November | 1:00pm to 5:00pm (times thc)

Hickling Broad and Stubb Mill Walk with Trevor Williams and Andy Clark e

Pagel4



NENBC
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Tatk

anan

M RIJGT 5 Y1 t WaV Wn RithMarkBaydlWGE RUqRUNDw W

You may have seen him wielding a blunt pencil in a local hide, but what happens to his drawings or field paintings

next? In this talk, Mark will run through some of the thinking that accompanies his peneiin the hope that it may also
encourage you to hae a go- before going on to show how it relates to some of his finished work, which varies from

heavily abstracted paintings via brush drawings and original prints to ceramics. He is gearing up for his first eman

t 6 Vs W7 RI T WY e qWYHVistoRCehne b PL1G" DEcIBbarI ! W 1

m UWRUq! YT 2 #qRY U WavithiIiewd Willtdd WY OW | | ¢ Uw Ll

Trevor will share his recent discovery of the wonderful and varied birdlife of this beautiful yet accessible Scottish
island. Often described as Scotland in miniature, the island habitats provide sanctuary for some fascinating species
where all three regilar diver species occur, eagles and Hen Harrier are reasonably common, where sb#&ds are
GuilNUgRnezdWe UT Wee¢ UWAWXWIOTY! 3T WYUWg6 IW 6 Yl qllb Ghdscrdzéntyk Ln I
Surf Scoter and Blackheaded Bunting, and nythical Dotterel and Ptarmigan can be looked for in breathtaking and
remote mountain landscapes. With good birding intel yet plenty of opportunity to find your own, Arran is an ideal
birding holiday destination.

mAWE e #6 R U D WRSELpUSHNMENGTT YU F Y L wRHTGm TwideY Ws | Y UNe

A summary of an 18 day research trip to Porsanggord, Northern Norway during May this year. A team of eight wader
enthusiasts monitored Knot in the Fjord system as the Knot transited the area enroute to the breeding grounds in
Greenland and Ellesmere Island ,Canada. All part of a twenty five year peof sponsored by Norway's Natural
Environment body. What we did, what we saw and raw results from this trip and trends from the study. Accompanied
by lots of photos and a few anecdotes.

A few Islands off Australia kwith David Harper

Australia may be the largest island in the world, but its mainland is surrounded by hundreds of smaller ones. While
visiting family & friends last winter, conveniently living in Perth, Adelaide & Brisbane, Maureen and | travelled to six of
them. This talkquickly hops between them, showing their unique wildlife.

¥ ’ Thursday 10" December | 7.30pm to 10.00pm
P
% AGM & Christmas Social | GVH

A date for your diary! Come and join us for our AGM followed by duli xmas buffet, birdie quiz and a chance to
chat and socialise.

V/V/ December - date to be confirme d

Strumpshaw Fen Walk with Stella Baylis and Drew Lynes
Note: Numbers limited to 20 so advance booking required, priority to those who booked for original date of Jan 2026.

Wednesday 16" December | Felbrigg Walks
# 9.00am to 11.00am with Trevor Williams (standard) and 9.30am to 11.00am with Nick Kimber (slow)
o Come and join us forone of our monthly strolls around the National Trust Estate.

v/ WALKS WEEK| daily walks for small groups to different locations with varied leaders
v/ Spring 2027

In recent years we have run an autumn Walks Week. For the 2026/27 season we@argently looking to run this
week-long event next spring. We are hoping we can havegeeen corridor theme this time to link in with Felbeck
N1 2 ifcapsedvatibn initiative through the r Bure and Glaven Conservation Triangknd makethese walks

inclusive of all flora and fauna. If you have any suggestions of some @ffad walks we could include, please give
us a shout.


https://www.ubgctriangle.org/events-1

Last Month 0 PDouble Mid -Week
Felbrigg Park | Wednesday 15t Juy

I Ty : '

Newbi es, buamntdé~vhfoldboee'ly byDave Bil |l ham

It was a very brown Felbrigg that greeted the fourteen search of something to eat. A raptor in the far
club members gathering for the July walk; no sign of distance initially appeared to be a Buzzard, but

green at all after an exceptionally dry period. The further examination showed that its wings looked to
cloudy sky overhead held no promise of rain either.  be too slim. It soon dropped out of sight, so we will
We had two new people with us; David, a potgial never know. It was replaced by a pair dked Kite,

new member, and Zoe, who will be starting a zoology also very distant.

degree in Septembeyand wanted to get a head start Approaching the small copse of trees near the

by learning about birdingr she wiII_ go far! The _ bridleway we saw four mobileSkylark, then a

grounds had only reopened on this day following a Common Buzzard T definitely this species this time!
two day closure after a tragic accident, involving an A juvenileGreat Black-backed Gull flew overhead,
NaT 101 6! wNWUgle OT W6 NWGE | tyjnta HbECoMsKibnHeT ilowind! SbbrhfeY thénta LUF
included an enhancedwarning about this. Otherwise, single Feral Pigeon. Large Whitewas added to the

with July traditionally being a quiet month birdwvise,  pytterfly tally, and Chaffinch to the bird list after an

we just hoped we would see something! As is now the jgjvidual called from the copse itself. Turning right

norm, Nick was Ieading.a.gentler walk starting at onto the bridleway, we found eRed Admira but it
cafe. Small Copperbutterfly held our attention for a while,

The list started reasonably well in the car park; and it even obligingly posed for photographs.
Woodpigeon, Carrion Crow, Jackdaw, Magpie and a
few Rook, with Goldfinch and Greenfinch in the
surrounding trees. Overhead we had a lon8wallow,
a couple ofBlack-headed Gull and aGreat Spotted
Woodpecker . We started by walking towards the

P e211 ki Wi ¢! 6 WHdryYieldwR foundl q
more butterflies than birds, namelyGatekeeper,
Meadow Brownand Painted Lady AStock Dove
whizzing by overhead was added to the list, and a We had now reached the gate above the water
group of Swallow were flying low over the field in meadows, on the other side of which was a flock of

Pagel6



cows with calves. We decided to go through the gate AHerring Gull flew over as we entered the wooded

but head across the rough ground to their leftsoas G¢ q6 W¢ G YUN W6 DWa ¢t Ikt WIIT |
not to unduly disturb them; anyone who did not wish  calls of Nuthatch , Blue Tit, Jay, Robin and

to do so could take a shorter route down to the lake, Chiffchaff , joined byWhitethroat ¢ q LWaj 6 IJ WG C ¢

which Alan decided to do. Here there were abd a We met Alan at the bridge over the beck, where the
dozen Stock Dove feeding amongst the vegetation;  myted calls of aReed Warbler and aReed Bunting
new to the list was a singl&kestrel which flew from a  \yere heard. We had our first sighting this year of
small tree and out across the meadows. A Little Egret, as twoflew overhead(and which later
Cormorant was circling the lake, and a mixed flock of \yere spotted on the lake margins)and we finally

Sand Martin and Swift were feeding overhead, our  managed to addBlackbird , which we surprisingly
first sighting of Sand Martin this year. Closer scanning had not seen or heard so far.

of the flock revealed at least oneHouse Martin in

with them. ThreeMallard also flew up from the area

ofthe beck.i IJWa Jqlle GWs Ragé W a¢U

picked up anything extra along the main route. There

was much excitement amongst the tadenders who /
were counting thebeautiful caterpillars of the

Cinnabar Mothon the Ragwort

The walk back to the
house did not reveal
any further bird species,
but we did find two new
butterflies; firstly a Ringlet, then in an Oak bthe gate
to the courtyard, a pair ofPurple Hairstreak which,
like the Small Copper earlier, posed for photographs!

A brief burst ofDunnockt YUNRAWe UT Waqd 1J
Wren were added next, followed by our second
sighting ofLittle Owl this year; it was sat in an Ash
ql JUWe Ul WNe¢2Wet WaeHE WHIIC
héaiths Gk W21+ RYUr Wi ywt GIC
ensure everyone got a look, and Val set up her scope .
for those who wanted an even closer view. Counting up our list, we had managed to find a total
L A e : of 40 bird species; a very good result for July. After a

% Ay & run-down of forthcoming events from Carol, we were
joined by Nick; he had spent more time in the woods,
and therefore had seen seven species that we had
not, namely Treecreeper, Collared Dove,

Yk ‘ o YO, Goldcrest, Great Tit, Coal Tit, Blackcap and Pied

Arriving at the lake we foundloorhen, and a female  Wagtail, so a grand total o&47 species for both
Tufted Duck on the waterand the landedCormorant.  groups!
There was no sign of any of the Mute Swan however.

ViR

There is no walk in August as the club takes a
summer break, but we would love to see you in
SeptemberT migration will be well underway, so who
knows what could turn up.

Photos from Carol & Ken Thornton
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A house loop for a change | by Nick Kimber

Following the very hot weather,
a small group of us metup on &
a thankfully cooler and

overcast day for our monthly
short and slow walk at

Felbrigg. As | came up the drlve
past the parched fields, very
few birds were in evidence,
apart from a fewCarrion

Crow, so | was not expecting
too much from our walk.
However, we did manage4

bird species, including 7 not
seen by the first group!

In the car park,Greenfinch,
Goldfinch and Swallows were
in evidence, as well as the
usual Jackdaws. For a change,
we set off along the drive
qYscl Tt WaoélWx RE
park and had our first sight of a
RedKites ¢ ! WRU W@ 6 WWT Rt q¢ U WY 2131 Waqd IJW 6 IIBunphid oll&dldédddré®]ls 2
which after flying, was inundated by the incessant calls of a juvenile, which we located later further along the
drive, in trees above the pool. We could only adiflagpie and Wren to our list, plus a clearer view of a Red Kite
flying over, so we decided to drop down onto the path that runs along the top of the water meadow. Ann
decided to rest up near the entrance to the wood behind the house and await our return. We could not Idea
any new species along the
water meadow path, other than
a Stock Dove in the dead trees,
more Goldfinch and a single
Linnet sitting out on the gorse.
At this point Ann messaged to
say that she had found a mixed
flock of small birds, so we
abandoned the water meadow
and climbed back to the wood
behind the house, where we
did indeed locate not only Ann,
but picked up Treecreeper,
Nuthatch , Goldcrest , Blue Tit,
Great Titand Coal Tit. A few
Black-headed Gulls and a
single Herring Gull, plus a
calling Collared Dove
completed out list until Tessa
spied aPied Wagtail on the
buildings as we arrived back for
a well-deserved coffee.

Library pics from Steven &
Barbara Lines (MagpieWren),
Richard Farrow (Linnet)John
Wheeler (Pied Wagtail)




Last Mont hds Weekend Wal k
Sea Palling to Eccles on Sea 0 Little Tern Colony | Saturday 4t Juy

By Stella Baylis

A warm Saturday in July at the seaside town of Sea Palling will surely bring in the crowds! Assembling at the
car park for the start of our walk, the early morning swimmers were just leaving, the families were arriving and
a holiday vibe was in the airSwifts and Swallows overhead and awhitethroat singing its scratchy song

added to the atmosphere.

icat RUNDWUY!I q6sc¢l T+ WeaYUNWqé W Geadawl YeT WANGSWIW~c¢l |
there were gardens and scrub to look through adding House Sparrow, Linnet, Greenfinch , Chiffchaff ,
Blackcap and Sedge Warbler. We paused at a metal gate and scanned the hawthorns for the famous and
much-reported Blacks RUNIJT Wu Ra lJWH 2 q [RédiKite wHSFsdeh- inbret dil thakllatBri(smoiletd q) LU
alert!), along with aPied Wagtail family in the paddock.

The sand and calm turquoise sea came into view as we walked over the dunes on a boardwalk to the access
steps down to the beach. Amid excitement, we had our first sounds and sight bittle Terns feeding close
inshore, carrying small shimmering silver fish back to the colony. It was to be the first of many of these iconic
summer visitors we encountered. LittleTerns preferentially forage fairly close to their breeding colonies,
except when feeding conditions are poor, so it is relatively easy to see birds inside our club area at nearby
Happisburgh that travel from this colony.

The tide was high so we kept as close to the sea as possible as we walked along the beach towards the
increasingly chatty colony, scanning ahead, wary of nestinBinged Plovers. Sure enough, a family of the
plovers was spotted, with one very mobile fledgling. We paused to watch the anxious parents follow their
offspring into the comparative safety othe nearby fencedarea.
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Mick Davies, RSPB senior beach warden met
us as we walked carefully around a spit to the
Little Tern colony. Many hundreds of adult

birds were ahead loafing on the beach. They all
suddenly took flight and alarm called as Mick

' ¢ GGl YEHG6UI Allg 6 IMbiGhutaH G |
Kestrel T5 JWG6 ¢ T Ws RaUIJt + 13T LU«
spectacular and noisy but unwelcome! A male
Kestrel came over the dunes, quick as a flash
took a chick and headed off inland. Sadly, this
is not an unusual event as the Kestrels are
nesting somewhere nearby and feedingheir

own young. Mick explained that diversionary
feeding can be effective in managing some
predation events, but only if the predator nest
site and route to and from the colony is known,
otherwise the effort goes into feeding local
corvids.

Crucially, the colony is monitored day and
night by staff and an 80 strong team of
~ volunteers. They spend time talking to beach
= - goers (usually about dogs) and conduct non
lethal predator management including
removal by hand of hedgehogs that are close
to the fence or who have burrowed underneath
.| and into the colonyT typically the small ones.
They are relocated to gardens some way
inland, with the agreement of local

S householders. In this hot dry year, hedgehogs
are struggling to find worms, which may exacéxate the attraction of Little Tern chicks. Add in high tide events
washing out around 20% of nests (although Haying has occurred), the stats can look sobering.

At the time of our visit, the team had logged 720 eggs laid in 307 nests (originally 347 before high tides) and
expecting somewhere between 30T MMLWN G JT NIJT W Ye UNOWNS JWAWt qWRUq! R
size. The sheer numbers of eggs and yog means that a fair number will survive to migrate and hopefully
reach adulthood and enter the population to breed themselves. For Little Tern colonies, size is important!

Happily, we managed to see several healthy wettamouflaged chicks of different ages, with adults coming
and going with fish. Some of the chicks were hard to spot, sheltering under tubes and hiding away within
pallets. These structures are deliberately plaed in the colony and have been shown to reduce predation to an
extent, although they are not used by the adults for nesting.

After thanking Mick for his time and efforts, we left him to his protection duties and headed back inland, taking
the minor road from North Gap. Walking by more coastal scrub, we heardL.asser Whitethroat singing and
managed a brief glimpse as it moved through. Passing more chalets, the view opened up across arable fields
and we paused to see if we could hear Quail. This was not to be although one member of the group did think
they heard a brief call, noto be repeated though unfortunately.

The walk had one more surprise in store! We were aware of recent sightingBtdick-winged Kite in the area
clqéVYeNSWaqds Wl ¢! WARNY!I YWaqdé 3l W el WARYUWe WwlunNne qR2 1
NEaqlt K WqYWayYYt wy2Wl weUl Ws Rgé W RI WAqRYUt Wn!l YaWYaq6l
dead hawthorn bush, thanksto Mick for carrying a scope. A tick for some, albeit a distant and heat hazy one.
All that remained was a quick walk back to the car park before tickets ran out and the opportunity for
refreshments and fish and chips which some of the group took full advantage of. It had been a stunning

b 2a Gl kt Wa Yl UR Ubvalypbdtbgoddiedifrane Jeking
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Shore Lark at Weybourne Camp

o ™ , Nl o o \'-'-.',‘ff
= Main image (ggm Moss Tayler and mséqtmgn Steyens

[

“

¥

Alan Stevens: July 14", having a few
spare moments and passing through
Weybourne a quick stop to look at what,
if anything, was happening at sea
seemed like a good idea but with the

A quick scan drew the expected blank

so a walk along the Camp seemed a

good alternative. Cresting the first rise

off the beach the level cleared area held

the usual suspects, a few Blackheaded

Gulls, Jackdaws, a Pied Wagtail and several

Linnets charging about. A wander along for a

few metres and | was drawn to a bird which, with

the limited view then, triggered initial Skylark or Pipit

thoughts. A closer look through the bins showed a back that

perhaps looked a little different and then it turned andthe B T Wt 6 Y5 DT WRaqt W& n We+t We W
Hc Uk qUWADAWHRe ULRgqe WEGRT ROUNWG! Wt GUHAY We GWYUq VY WG! W6 3¢
it was and that perhaps reenforces the advice to always try and have a look and everythingyoan because
you never know. Finding a scarce bird at the right time of the year is a bit of a thrill but to find one so far out is
5 00BCWESY!I WWx ¢l t WRUWsezG!

A quick posting on the NENBC WhatsApp group soon resulted in some company at short notice with Ollie A
having abandoned breakfast, David G zooming in from Cley, Phil B from Felbrigg and Moss arriving by car
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across the Camp. For Ollie, David and myself it was an NENBC tick. As the bird continued to show well
attempts were made to establish it as a subspecies, to no avail, but we were happy with what we had.

After an hour or so the Muckleburgh tank experienced rumbled by (three times) but this lark seemed
unperturbed and continued patrolling an area only a few metres square until it finally worked its way over the
hl RT DUk We UT WY 2 q Weaatklit from tid@ittesy opablFaited butlhady IO folind it again later in the
day giving others the chance to see it. It was last seen on the™uly but keep looking, it was only a second
look that found it for me!

YWYUWWRY WayY!l ywt 21 GI Rt VT Wgée UWa WWayY W JWIWnl Y& W~Ytt
Norfolk, if not UK birding with a July Shore Lark. Thanks also to Chairman John for his interesting observation
added to his record on the website.

John Swallow: Great find Alan and
thanks Andy for checking later in the
day. | was struck by the vinaceous
colour to the flanks, reminding me of
the Staines Reservoir bird 17 Feb
2018 (of NE Canada race). However,
looking at the pictures this bird
lacked a lot of other features, ie
diffuse vertical streaking on the
breast, rufous pink lesser coverts
etc. This bird was not in juvenile
plumage, this species undergoes a
complete post-juvenile moult (like
most passerines before they
commence migration) so adults and
young are inseparabé once this has
taken place. The tertials appeared } TN o 3
worn to me when looking through my § o W SO Der e i B e et
scope, not visible on my pics but N R R RSgraate " V- ESS S SR
visible on the one pic posted by Alan, FEa SR S .+ "John Swallow .
and given this early date suggestive ‘ ; ‘ .

of an adult. The bird had prominent
horns, so likely male athough even this too can be difficult to establish with certainty.

.l\

Moss Taylor: The scientific name of the Shore Lark i&remophila alpestris, the generic name coming from
113Ut WGWwe URUNWAT Wt I quwWaY2RUNk We U7 Waqdé Wt GURRNRALWU ¢
The first British record was of a bird shot on the beach at Sheringham in March 1830, and the second record
was also from the same locality, while only the second to be ringed in Britain was trapped at Cley in 1959.

Shore Larks that visit Norfolk breed in the high tundra regions of Fennoscandia, part of the population moving
south-west in autumn to winter along the coastal saltmarshes and beaches of north Norfolk, often in the
company of Snow Buntings. A dramatic deahe in the Fennoscandian population since the early 1950s has
been mirrored by a marked reduction in the number of Shore Larks wintering in the British Isles since the
1980s. However, an exceptional influx in mig€Dctober 1998 resulted in over 200 being rearded in the NENBC
recording area.

The first birds of the autumn are generally seen in late September or the first half of October, and since the
formation of the NENBC in 2015, the number of Shore Larks recorded each year has varied from zero to 18
with double-figure counts only in 2017 (8) and 2018 (14), and an annual average of four over the last 12 years
However, the discovery by Alan Stevens of one at the east end of Weybourne Camp on Jufirégresents the
first Norfolk record in this month and possibly the first in the British Isles in July, since the summering birds in
the Highlands of Scotland in the 1970s. Although it could be extremely elusive at times, it gave much pleasure
to a large umber of birders during its threeday stay. From photographs its head pattern indicated that it was

a male of theflavarace and presumably it was either an early or failed breeder from the Fennoscandian
population.
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Yorkshire | O n the trail of a Willow Tit

ur adventure take you?

By Val Stubbs ! Dz (;\fherewillyti

April 11 ™ & Potteric Carr: in search of the Willow Tit

After a long journey from Cambridge to Yorkshire, the SatNav instructed us
to turn down the very aptly named Mallard Lane, which led us t6orkshire

i ROT 0 RnNRdtERCICart repérye WWow! What a haven of wonderful
watery wildness!

In the car park, we were greeted by the twittering of a charm of
Goldfinches . A couple of maleBlackbirds were hopping about in the grass
in front of the visitor centre, in search of a tasty morsel. Robin perched on
the fence rails and observed me as | passedn the café, whilst consuming
enormous breakfast baps, we observed the pond. Although at first sight
devoid of life, gradually various birds emerged two Greylag Geese,

several maleMallards , a malePochard, aLittle Grebe and threeCoots. A
Grey Heron flapped its way over. On the terrace ®unnock hopped

around gathering up crumbs.

The weather had turned from the forecast cool temperatures and overcast |
skies with showers to warm bright sunshing which under normal
circumstances would have been most welcome. But on this occasion it
was somewhat inconvenient as we had our dogs with ysnd had thought
they could stay in a nice cool shady car. Time for plan B, which involved
Nick volunteering (honestly!) to stay behind with the dogs, so that | could
pursue my ambition of finding a Willow TitSo | set off for a tour around the
reserve. In a meadow area, | could hedbreenfinche s and Chaffinches
singing, while Peacock and Orange Tip butterflies fluttered aboditramped
along the metalled track that runs along the Mother Drain, admiring the
profusion of flowersT starburst dandelions, hooded White Deadnettle,
purple Ground Ivy. To my delight, tw8ullfinches flew across ahead of me
The Mother Drain seemed to go on forever and | began to doubt my map
reading skillstf Wet e¢dd! W PWa! Wyow R#eEt Wn Y
Fortunately, there were a couple of local birders who were able to point me
intherighg WT RI WHqRYUAWAHz qWcdt YWqVYdDT Wa Wl
which did not augur well.Finally | rounded a corner and was rewarded with
the sight of a glorious patch of Cowslips and signs for the Blue Path. The
woodland - mostly Alder, willows, Silver Birch and Elderresounded with

the sound of the song ofChiffchaff , Blue Tit, Great Tit and Blackcaps . A
chattering Wren whirred out of the brambles and onto a pile of brash and
just sat there allowing me a lovely viewA flock ofLong-tailed Tits flitted
through the trees and | caught a glimpse of a small bird with a black cap
could it be the soughtafter Willow Tit? | allowed myself to believe for a
second, but soon registered that the jizz was wrongmy bird with a black
cap was, of course amale Blackcap. Among the other bird song, | picked
out a new voice- like a Chaffinch, but not quite, and then the penny
dropped: Willow Warbler . And right on cue, one landed on a branch just
above my head and gave me a burst of his song.

| reached the Piper Marsh hidefrom where | could see two male and one
female Pochard, three Coot, &Canada Goose, several Mallards, and a
male and femaleGadwall . At the next hider West Scrapet a Mute Swan

sat on a huge mound ofreeds U Y 5 Waq 6 ¢ qk t Ws 6withyhBf LH ¢
partner swimming majestically nearby. A Greylag was perched on a smalle|
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version, with its mate watching over her. A swarm @&and Martins were
swooping and swirling over the lake. And of course, a Cadtrom the Roger '
Mitchell Hide there was a view of &ormorant on its nest in a tree. A line of = :
nine Herring Gulls was strung out along a low island. On the water, =
Greylags and Canada Geese joined the obligatory Codtturned along a
reed-lined dyke, and almost as if on cue, @ IJq aq Rk t LWsong bétst 131 §
out from within the reeds.Turning back into woodland, | spotted my first
Speckled Wood butterfly of the year and a resplendent male Brimstone.
With time now against me, | yomped along as fast as | could, and narrowly 5
avoided stepping on a small Grass Snake which was stretched motionless |
in the shade across the pattrf W6 ¢ 2 IJUK q W 13130 WY U1JWn
this was a real treatf WT RGGWIT WAHI RUINaT! WRUqY WE¢
breath back. TwoBlack-headed Gulls were swimming on the lake, along
with a handful of Coots (of course) and two Little Grebes. A number of
Mallards and Greylags were sleeping on the banks with their heads tucked
under their wings. As | was about to leave, tw@reat Crested Grebes (or

Ct Wa! Wh2YRBIUDW IHEY N greaopRstyhrapbs) ¥diled 5 ¢ |
across the water. A couple offufted Ducks popped up from below the
surface. Another bit of speedwalking brought me to Hawthorn Bank hide,
where a Black-headed Gull was sitting on its nest. A small island hosted a
number of maleShovelers. Back to the Mother Drain path, | raced along,
pausing only briefly to look (unsuccessfully) for théoorhen that | heard
calling. | finally returned to the car park nearly 2 %2 hours after | had set off.

EYW RT Wf WNWJaq G ! LAs IR€ Buylhdd H fRlopleus tnte faid f
besWt YGWWs YOT Wl medWARI T+ WwWe Ul WRUq
T¢e UT WOW+qUWaqROGUWF kK 00 WHWWaSE 31 13Wn Y1 L

share the joy!

We then set off on the rest of our journey to Scarborough. En route | added
b 2101 ¢oWt GUARRIt LRiavibgs 6nlfhidl Bobthferdy Rél Rt q
roundabout, masses ofRooks in a rookery near Welham Bridge, and a
large flock of Woodpigeons in Langtoft. | was also interested to see a
handful of Mallards wandering about in an arable field close to the road,
whilst on the approach to Scarborough there was a gathering of many
Greylags on a grassy slopegOnce settled into our hotel, with a lovely view
over the bay, we went exploring through the South Bay Gardens and along
the prom. As befits a seaside resort, the town has a population &feral
Pigeons, which were flying over the rooftops. In the gardens Robins,
Chaffinches and Wrens were singing and a pair of male Blackbirds were
fighting viciously. As dusk approached | was intrigued to see ZZarrion
CrowsYU W6 JWAWE A6 OW? YUKk qWa6 13! Wt UYs
birds? It has since been suggested to me that they may have been on
migration and were using the beach to rest.

April 12th & Scarborough: Kittiwakes and Rubies

After a hearty breakfast we meandered our way down through the South
Bay Gardens once more. There were plenty of Chiffchaffs, tits and Wrens [
singing as we passed, and a number of Woodpigeons eating the buds of
fruit trees. With the sun shining as we wandered along the prom, we

T WART Ul WqYW qYGWnY!l WHRYNnW3IJWe UT We W;
6csfikaUMqéumaYVfYathvlmcquqHR#,
noticed some more delicate gulls, and after a few mintes realised they i
had wings that looked like they had been dipped in black inKittiwakes . |
enjoyed watching them and noticed that many were nesting on the Iedges
of the buildings, including the Grand Hotel. A couple dflouse Sparrows
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looked rather out of place perchedon the lobster pots by the harbour. A
Great Black backed Gull flew down to join the Herring Gulls in the
sheltered waters of the harbour, while the Kittiwakes preferred the
choppier more open water of the bay.

The rest of the day was spent celebrating our Ruby wedding anniversary b
eating copious amounts of delicious food and much reminiscing about the
years we have spent together and the fun we have had along the way.

April 13th 6 Bempton and Flamborough Head for a Seabird Fest

It was back to some serious birding, with a trip tRSPB Bempton CliffsOn
arrival | enquired whether they still hadlree Sparrows/58 6 LW! It W UJi
lady and pointed at a tree just in front of us, where one was perched as if
glued there for the benefit of visitors. There were masses of the little
beauties, with a wide range of nest box designs to tempt even the most
fussy of them. APied Wagtail strutted about on the roof of the visitor
centre. En route to the cliffs we gained views of Chaffinch, Blackbird, a pair
of Dunnock andLinnets. ASkylark was singing as it ascended on fluttering =
wings. On the top of the hedge were a Blue Tit and three Woodpigeons. | |
s5¢ct WTet qugdé RUt R UJatkdpd whenlie ddGncldd B €omeit
and 40 flew up from the grassland.

Reaching the cliffs we were dazzled by masses of sparkling whi@annets
sailing through the sky along the cliff edges. On the sea, rafts of
Guillemots , Razorbills and Kittiwakeswere bobbing up and down on the

After a few minutes of enjoying watching them, | spotted a couple of
smaller, chunkier birds, with bright orange feet, and as they turned their
heads, it became obvious that they werdPuffins ! Over the course of the
day we got our eye in and could pick them out as they flew in to their

Fulmars stood out. All along the cliff faces Guillemots, Razorbills, Fulmars 32
and Kittiwakes were nesting cheek by jowl, and the calling of seabirds was '
constant. Several Feral Pigeons, looking very much like proper Rock Dove

flew past. AShag flew low over the Water and later i in the afternoon, Nick

cliffs. A Grey Seal popped its head out of the water. We spent several hou
enjoying the spectacle of this mass ofmarine life, but finally it was time to
head back to the café for our daily scondix. As we walked back, a :
Meadow Pipit squeaked and dithered over our heads. We passed a small g
pond where a pair oMoorhens were tending a single chick. Three
Swallows swooped over the grassland on the hunt for insects and a
Goldfinch watched us from the top of a willow.

We drove a few miles down the coast to Flamborough Headwhere | had
seen my first Puffin at the age of eight. Two femakheasants were
wandering about among the scrub, by the car park. By the cliffs weeard |
q6lWe UG Rt q¢t ¢ HI JQysterddtther laGdJdokehe, Lip Bpried] ¢ &
two of the seapies flying over. In a small cove, 90 Grey Seals were hauled
up on the beach with a further dozen or so popping their heads out of the |
sea from time to time. Out at sea, there were long strings of auks streaming
North, in groups of hundreds. A steady flow of groups of 10 or more 2
Gannets were also heading North. As we walked back to the car, we were |
surprised to see a Mallard sail over our headsR q lWUT 2t q WI RT UKk |
right habitat somehow! Meadow Pipits were twiering at the top of bushes,
and Skylarkswere singing overhead and three Magpies flew across,
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chattering away. A flock of Goldfinches and Linnets twittered as they swept
from bush to bush.

April 14th ¢ Farndale: Vale & Moor

We decided to have a quieter day, so headed inland towards Farndale, to
see the wild native daffodils. En route, as we drove through Thorntde-
Dale, threeHouse Martins swooped among the houses, four Swallows
were perched on the wires and &8uzzard circled. As we drove across the
moors | had my fingers and toes crossed that we might spot a grouse. Two
miles from Low Moor, Nick suddenly pulled off the road and announced
q6 Rt Ws ¢t WweUWecet GRARYz2!t W GYgqwaAllt Y
immediately noticed a sign which announced that the area was important IROCRLAND NOTICE
for breeding Curlew and Lapwing, and lo anbdehold, we heard aCurlew RECOVERY PROJECT
calling and one soared around, bubbling, and landed in a nearby field
where we were able to watch it. We ambled up a track through the heather
56 10Ws WWs W1 YWal W¢ qldT Reyenldgich fdpipedtits Y O
way over the moor with a stick in its beak. As we crested the brow of the
hill, I spotted a splendid maleRed Grouse picking its way through the
heathland T it was the only one we saw, but what a spanking bird! In the
clearings between the heather, Skylarks were hopping about, and on a
slightly taller bush, a maleStonechat perched, bobbing its tail. TwoRed-
legged Partridges trotted up the track away from us. We returned to the
car, but peered over the wall to see if we could spot the Curlew again, and §
there it was. | also noticed something sticking up out of the long grass and &
then up popped the head of d.apwing. Having got my eye in, | picked out a
further four in the same field, and then we were treated to a display flight
5 Ra6WieHSWGRI Ye-RgQRDWWG O & Wb BIIEE Ry ;
birdwatching delight. :

" IMPORTANT ©)

NYMMO

We reached Farndale at midday. The car park was alive with Blackbirds,
and a pair of prettyCollared Doves were cooing on a roof. We made our
way along the daffodil walk which followed the meanders of the River Dove
The walk was delightful, with swathes of delicate Wild Daffodils festooning
the banks and mases of other wild flowerg Dog Violets, Primroses, Wod
Anemones, and the constant tinkling of the stream and a chorus of bird
song. In the top of a tree, &ong Thrushwas singing and after a while we
were able to pick it out among the young leaves. Other singers included
Robins, Blackcaps, Chaffinches and a Chiffchaff hopping about in the
canopy and advertising its presence constantly. A boggy area boasting a
glorious display of Kingcups yielded avluscovy Duck sitting on a tussock.
f U6 JWs ROGYst AlWs 1JWErEhcTIt dndltopddpetitiveS R aqy H# 6 Y 2 w Y n We W
song of aCoal Tit.

=

We were getting quite hungry by this point so were chuffed to round the
next corner and findoursel ves at the Daffy Caffy (great name!). We sat
ourselves down in the garden and were entertained by loads of Chaffinches
feasting on the feeders and joined occasionally by a Blackbird or two,
though these were not as successful at extracting the food. A paif Blue
Tits were in and out of a crevice in the wall of the building where they
evidently had a nest. While we consumed our pasties, Red Kite soared
overhead and we heard an Oystercatcher calling. As we prepared for the
return leg, two Blackheaded Gulls flew down the valley. Our walk back
produced aMistle Thrush singing its melancholy tune in a tall tree and
three Goldfinches twittering nearby. A group of Lontpiled Tits were
contact calling. On our way back to Scarborough, we drove through
Hutton-le-Hole, where we spied &estrel sitting in a tree.
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