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By Francis Farrow  
 

At the beginning of July a Squacco Heron  was 
spotted at Kelling, tantalizingly close but not within 
the NENBC area. This heron species is considered an 
exceptionally rare bird for the UK with around 2 to 5 
sightings annually. Changing conditions around the 
Mediterranean, such as habitat loss and drought may 
well push more birds further north. Will Squacco 
Herons join the list of wetland birds that have started 
breeding in Britain in recent years?  
 

 

 

The first of the herons to establish itself as a UK 
breeding bird was the Little Egret  and since nesting 
in Dorset in 1996 the UK population has risen to over 
2,200 pairs, which effectively doubles in size during 
the winter, as they take advantage of our increasingly 
milder weather. The first documented Norfolk 
breeding was five pairs at Holkham National Nature 
Reserve in 2002. 
 

 
 

Believe it or not the Cattle Egret  has been breeding in 
the UK since 2008 when two pairs nested in 
Somerset. They have slowly expanded their 

population in southern Britain and can be seen 
regularly in Norfolk. During this last spring it was 
reported that Cattle Egrets at Cley were seen on the 
backs of the cows т reminding the observer of a 
scene from the Serengeti! The egrets successfully 
bred at Holkham in 2020 with four pairs nesting. 
 

 
 

Its larger cousin, the Great White Egret, first nested 
in the Somerset levels in 2012 and now there is an 
estimated 50 breeding pairs in the UK. Again 
Holkham in 2017 became the first Norfolk breeding 
site. Like the Little Egret the population also 
increases in the winter to over 4500 individuals.  
 

 
 

Our next wetland bird, unlike the Egrets, is a former 
breeding bird that has been absent from nesting in 
the UK since the 17th century. It is the Spoonbill , 
which made a tentative breeding return in the Ribble 
Estuary, Lancashire in 1999. It was, however, a 
decade later that breeding became established when 
in 2010 the first regular colony was formed at 
Holkham. It was reported by Andy Broomfield (Senior 

 Presidentõs Piece 
 A tentative welcome to the long -legged birds 

Little Egret ς Richard Farrow 

Cattle Egret ς Mark Clements 

Great White Egret ς Hilary Stevens 

Squacco Heron ς Jane Crossen 
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Warden at Holkham National Nature Reserve) at an 
NENBC talk last April that some 90 pairs were 
present at Holkham this year.  
 

 
 

Could we expect more Purple Herons  in the future? 
To date there has only been one recorded breeding 
attempt, which occurred in Kent in 2010. The Purple 
Heron still remains a scarce visitor to the UK with 
only 20 to 25 migrants recorded annually. 
 

 

The final heron to be considered is the Black-
crowned Night Heron  which bred in Somerset in 
2017. Although not routinely breeding in the UK there 
has been a marked increase in records across East 
Anglia and the southern counties wetlands. One was 
recorded in NENBC area in June 2025. 
 

 

Although not a heron, the Glossy Ibis , is a wetland 
bird that is increasingly seen and multiple birds now 
remain through the winter, especially in East Anglia. A 
pair did breed successfully in Cambridgeshire in 
2022. 
 

 
 

fŰШћ7ŔƖĬƚЮŸŉЮ ŸƖŉŸũťѢ by MJ Seago (1967) generally the 
above species are described with vagrant status 
ĲǂĦĲƓƣШƣőĲШ]ƖĲċƣШìőŔƣĲШEŊƖĲƣЯШƽőŔĦőШŔƚŰќƣШĲƻĲŰШũŔƚƣĲĬЯШ
and the Spoonbill was classed as a passage migrant. 

So what are the real drivers for these wetland birds to 
head north to the UK? As already mentioned climate 
change is a big factor. As temperatures have warmed 
and winters have become milder the ranges of these 
birds have shifted accordingly. Since many southern 
continental wetlands now experience hotter, drier 
summers which in turn can severely impact on water 
levels and hence food sources birds are often forced 
to seek new areas. This year has seen places in 
southern Europe experience consistent levels of 
temperatures over 40oC. Here the UK with extensive 
coastal lagoons and wetland reserves can offer ideal 
habitats, although with 30oC temperatures and no 
rain some UK regions are close to an official drought 
(July 2026). Another factor driving the birds to new 
areas is population booms, which are due to 
additional wetland protection and conservation 
initiatives in southern Europe. 

It is therefore with mixed emotions that we welcome 
these exotic additions to our avifauna т a success in 
that wetland conservation in the UK has provided 
ideal habitat conditions and also a worry and a 
warning that the world and specifically ecosystems 
are vulnerable to the rapid pace of environmental 
change.  

However, who would have thought that as a young 
birder 50 years ago I could be seeing such birds in 
Norfolk?  

  

Black-crowned Night Heron [USA] ς Carol Thornton 

Glossy Ibis ς Trevor Williams 

Spoonbill ς Russell Page 

Purple Heron [India] ς Trevor Williams 
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By Carol Thornton  

Welcome to our  August  newsletter ! 

Hope you are all keeping safe and well during what is turning 
out to be quite a challenging summer for many and especially 
for our wildlife and their habitats. Excessive heat and 
hosepipe bans are likely to be the new norm we need to 
adapt to and the wildfires in the UK, Europe and Canada, to 
name just a few, are heartbreakingly devastating. As I write, 
parts of w{t. aƛƴǎƳŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ¢ǊǳǎǘΩǎ 5ǳƴǿƛŎƘ IŜŀǘƘ ƛƴ {ǳŦŦƻƭƪ ŀǊŜ ŀōƭŀȊŜ ŀƴŘ RSPB ScotlandΩǎ Loch 
Garten reserve at Abernethy has been badly burned. The long-term impact on the wildlife increasingly calling these 
areas home for all or part of the year is unfathomable as some habitats may take 20 years to recover. In our garden, 
our veg patch has been a bit hit-and-miss despite the shading I put up but the wildflower lawn we have been 
developing for a good number of years now has done very well, the volume of plants covering it seemingly thriving 
and shading the ground beneath from the hot sun and it has been alive with insects. Another success has been the 5 
hedgehogs that wander about our garden each night, taking advantage of the food and clean water put down each 
evening and entertaining us on our wildlife cams. Never had that many before! Another webcam success has been 
watching the constant birdlife visits to a new 60 litre water trough put in the shade with some surplus pond plants. 
We have lots of water sources in the garden but none of them have attracted birds in the way this one has. 

Back to club business. ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ bit of a lull in activities during 
our summer downtime but we hope to squeeze in a couple of 
Pop-Up events in the coming weeks, like this seawatching one 
pictured which was at Cromer on 30th July. They are quite fun, 
informative and a chance for a chat with others and you can 
read more about those two person-less scopes on page 12. 
Missing the regular activities? Well, we have the dates and 
brief details of our scheduled events through to the end of the 
year in this edition (page 13) so get those dates in your diaries 
and look forward to catching up with you at some of them. The 
first event of the new season will be a walk at Cley on the 6th September with John Swallow. We are always open to 
suggestions of other things we can do so if you have any fab ideas, please do get in touch. 

Looking back, as well as our July walk reports, this month we are showcasing the second of our UEA Environmental 
Consultancy projects, with {ƻŦƛŀΩǎ report on AI in birding ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǘǿƛǎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ΨƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƴŘΩ (page 30) and Val tells us 
about her search for a Willow Tit (page 24). It has all been a bit stressful over at the Cromer Peregrine Project 
Watchpoint of late (page 35) but there was happier, albeit unexpected, excitement for a few members on the 
finding of a Shore Lark at Weybourne (page 22). We are still beavering away behind the scenes on our 2025 Bird 
Report which we aim to have published in time for the September 
evening meeting. Talking of which, my usual call ς if anyone has 
any of their bird-related artwork they would like me to include in 
the report, then please send me any images across. 

The Ψ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ [ŜƴǎΩ topic for the front cover of birds seen last 
month was ôbirds and waterõ and predictably we had quite a 
variety. From the left and top across: Grey Heron [Mark 
Clements], Blue Tit [Philip Cartlidge], Grey Wagtail [David 
Griffiths], Little Grebe [Steven Lines], Mute Swan [Doug Cullern]. 
For August our theme will be ôGullsõ so get clicking at the coast 
or inland ς ƭŜǘΩǎ ǎŜŜ ƛŦ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƎŜǘ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭ ǎŜǘΗ  

Right is my favourite member photo from July, selected from the 
ƻƴŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ƻƴ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ b9b./ .ƛǊŘ IƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ 
section of the more unusual species ... an intense and slightly 
grumpy-looking Blackbird from Philip Cartlidge.  

  A Note from the Editor  

 

Welcome to our new member s 

We look forward to seeing you soon!  
 

* Mike & Jacqualine Kent * Zoe Watts *  

* Arthur Bennett  *  David & Ailsa Nurse  
  

If you have any queries,  just drop us an email  
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By Carol Thornton  

All records are from the NENBC website and submitted by 
members unless otherwise stated. No use of AI to help 
collate this report this month! 

 

July 2026 | The stand out record for the month was the unprecedented report of a Shore Lark at Weybourne 
Camp from 14th to 16th. Other Highlights this month were a Honey-buzzard over Selbrigg Pond, Manx 
Shearwater  off Sheringham and Curlew Sandpiper  from Cromer. See fuller details below. 

 

Brent Goose | A single west at Weybourne on 31st was the only record of the month. 

Shelduck  | Single figure counts at Weybourne on 8 dates with 14 east there in a single flock on 17th and 10 
east at Sheringham on 31st. The only other records were of 3 birds west at Cromer Lighthouse & East Cliffs on 
25th and 2 high east there on 30th. 

Eider | Five west at Sheringham on 14th. All other records were from Weybourne with 19 west on 10th, 1 west on 
11th, a single on sea on 25th and 7 west on 30th. 

Goosander | Three juveniles on the sea at Weybourne on 16th and 6 west at Cromer Pier on 23rd. 

Grey Partridge | A single on Weybourne Camp on 15th and 2 on Weybourne Cliffs on 24th. 

Quail  | There were 5 records this month, including a Third Party Report on 8th of an adult with 4 chicks 
ыĬĲƚĦƖŔĤĲĬШĤǃШƣőĲШŸĤƚĲƖƻĲƖШċƚШћĤƨůĤũĲĤĲĲШƚŔǍĲĬгьШŸŰШċШŉŔĲũĬШĲĬŊĲШŔŰШ~ƨŰĬĲƚũĲǃЮШÑőĲШŸƣőĲƖШƖĲĦŸƖĬƚШƽĲƖĲШŸŉШċШ
singing bird heard from a lucky memberќƚ garden in Weybourne on 6th, another singing near Northrepps 
aerodrome on 11th, a few calls from a bird at Selbrigg Pond on 14th and another at West Beckham on 7th. 

Nightjar  | Records in July were throughout the month and from the usual sites at Kelling and Weybourne 
Heaths with maximums of 6 birds reported at the former on 12th and 15th and 2 at the latter on 14th. One 
member was able to hear distant churring from their Weybourne garden on 4 dates at the beginning of the 
month.  

Cuckoo  | Just one Third Party Report from Matlaske 
on 6th. 

Little Grebe  | Reported from Mannington Hall Park 
(up to 2, including a juvenile), Baconsthorpe (up to 5, 
3 juvenile) and Wolterton Park (up to 2, including a 
juvenile). Photo 1 courtesy of Doug Cullern 

Great Crested Grebe | A single at Wolterton Park on 
19th and up to 5 birds at their stronghold of Blickling 
Park, including up to 3 juveniles. Photo 2 courtesy of 
Doug Cullern 

Avocet | A single west at Weybourne on 19th. 

Whimbrel  | All records were of birds moving past our 
coastal sites of Weybourne, Sheringham, Beeston 
Common, Cromer Lighthouse and Mundesley, and 
were generally of singles, with up to 4 reported 
individually during seawatch sessions. 

Bar-tailed Godwit  | Records of 1-5 birds throughout 
the month from Weybourne, all heading west and a 
single west at Cromer Lighthouse & East Cliffs during 
a pop-up seawatch on 30th. On 27th, 18 birds were 
reported west from Cromer Pier. 

Knot | The maximum count was 12 west at Weybourne on 28th, with other records from Cromer Lighthouse 
East Cliffs (max 4 on 19th) and Sheringham (just one, also on 19th).   

å 6,282 individual records covering 145 bird 

species were added in July  

 

NENBC Bird Highlights ð Ju ly  202 6  

1 

2 
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Curlew Sandpiper  | Seven west in a tight flock at Cromer Lighthouse & East Cliffs, mostly summer plumage / 
moult .  

Kittiwake  | Records throughout the month at the 
coast of mostly 1-6 birds. High counts were 20 at 
Weybourne on 17th (17 east and 3 offshore in a 
feeding melee) and 21 east at Sheringham on 19th. 

Little Gull  | One record of a single at Sheringham on 
18th.  

Mediterranean Gull  | Nearly 70 records throughout 
the month at the coast with over 20% of them of 
double-figure counts up to a max of 32 at Weybourne 
on 11th. In the second half of the month several 
reports included juveniles. The only inland record 
was of 2 at Holt on 24th. Photo 3 courtesy of Mark 
Clements 

Caspian Gull  | From the 17th onwards there were 16 
reports of this species at the Cromer sites covering 4 
juveniles and a second calendar year bird in various 
combinations. Birds were observed on the beach, 
around the pier and occasionally on the sea. The only 
other record was a juvenile in the sea at Weybourne 
on 28th. Photo 4 (right bird) courtesy of Mark 
Clements 

Yellow-legged Gull | Two juveniles reported from 
26th to 30th on Cromer beach and around the pier. 
Photo 4 (left bird) courtesy of Mark Clements 

Sandwich Tern | Over 90 records along the coast 
from Weybourne to Walcott throughout the month. A 
good number were of triple-figure counts with 678 at 
Weybourne on 2nd (195 east, 483 west) and 642 west 
there on 27th. Only one report mentioned juveniles, 2 
of 325 at Weybourne on 6th. Photo 5 courtesy of 
Steven Lines 

Little Tern  | One near the lifeboat station on 
Sheringham on 1st and 2 west at Cromer Pier on 24th. 
The 18 other records were from the Weybourne sites, 
mostly of single figure counts, but with 34 on 1st, 32 on 2nd, 13 on 4th and 18th on 5th.  

Arctic Tern  | An adult and a juvenile feeding offshore at Sheringham on 14th and a single in a feeding melee 
east of the beach at Weybourne Camp on 15th. 

Great Skua | A single east at Weybourne on 31st. 

Arctic Skua  | Records from the middle of the month of 1-4 birds from Weybourne, Sheringham and Cromer. 
The 3 birds reported from Cromer on 19th and 22nd were all dark phase and the single east at Weybourne on 
31st was pale phase. All other records were not specific. 

Guillemot  | A smattering of records during the month 
from Weybourne, Sheringham and Cromer during 
seawatches, generally of 1-3 birds, with 10 east at 
Sheringham on 13th. 

Razorbill  | Singles at Weybourne on 2nd and 3rd and 2 
on the sea there on 21st. Two at Sheringham on 13th 
and a single west at Cromer on 30th. Photo 6 courtesy 
of Mark Clements  

3 

4 

5 

6 
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Puffin  | A single reported east at Sheringham on both 13th and 14th. 

Red-throated Diver  | A single east at Weybourne on 16th was the only record. 

Fulmar | Records of predominantly singles throughout the month from Weybourne, West Runton and Cromer.  

Manx Shearwater | Records from Sheringham on 3 dates with 7 on 13th (1 west, 6 east), 3 east on 18th and a 
single on 19th. 

Spoonbill | One west over Weybourne Camp on 22nd and another on 27th. 

Cattle Egret  | At Weybourne, 3 west with 6 Little Egret on 5th and 14 east offshore there on 29th. 

Great White Egret | A single circling close to the lake 
at Felbrigg Park on 6th and 4 east over Weybourne 
village on 7th. 

Honey-buzzard | A single circled low over Selbrigg 
Pond on 31st, then slowly drifted off south over the 
trees. Photo 7 courtesy of Mark Clements 

Goshawk | A single record of one bird at Swanton 
Novers on 28th.  

Marsh Harrier  | Fifteen of the 16 records were of 
singles, the exception being 2 juveniles over High 
Kelling on 23rd. Reports were from Weybourne area, 
Felbrigg Park, Sheringham Park, Thornage and 
Sheringham and included reports of male, female 
and juveniles and some with wing tags (see below т 
Highlights | Rings, Tags & Flags). 

Kingfisher | All records were of a single from Selbrigg 
Pond on 29th, 30th and 31st. 

Bee-eater  | Two calling over Seaview carpark at West 
Runton on 5th before heading west. 

Hobby | Over 30 records on 20 dates from 13 sites 
throughout the month, virtually all of singles. Two 
ƽĲƖĲШƖĲƓŸƖƣĲĬШċƖŸƨŰĬШ?ĲċĬůċŰќƚШìŸŸĬЯШìĲǃĤŸƨƖŰĲШ
Cliffs on 16th 21st and 31st but no reports of breeding 
there this year and no mention of juveniles elsewhere 
either.  

Peregrine | Records of the Cromer Church birds (2 
adults and up to 3 of the juveniles) for most of the 
month around the town and along the coast learning 
őŸƽШƣŸШőƨŰƣЮШ[ŸƖШůŸƖĲШŔŰŉŸШŸŰШƣőŔƚШǃĲċƖќƚШŢƨƻĲŰŔũĲƚЯШ
see Peregrine Corner from page 35. There were 3 
reports away from Cromer т singles at West Runton 
on 9th, Weybourne Camp on 15th and Weybourne on 
26th. Photo 8 courtesy of Mark Clements 

Raven | Two west over Kelling Heath calling loudly on 
21st. Photo 9 courtesy of David Griffiths 

Marsh Tit | A juvenile in a Gresham garden  on 1st and 
3rd, a single at Beeston Common on 2nd and 1-2 at 
Selbrigg Pond on 30th and 31st. 

Woodlark  | We are not including detailed information 
in the newsletter of the locations of this species 
during the breeding season. | Records of singles from 
one location.  

7 

8 
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Shore Lark | An amazing July record of a single Shore 
Lark on Weybourne Camp from 14th to 16th seen by 11 
lucky members, in part thanks to our WhatsApp 
Alerts group and website posts on location. This 
species is not usually a summer visitor to this area 
and all our previous records are from October to 
April. For full information, see Shore Lark at 
Weybourne Camp from page 22. Photo 10 courtesy 
of Ollie Allison 

Willow Warbler  | One fortunate member had a 
Willow Warbler in and around their Holt garden this 
month, reported on 4 dates. Elsewhere. Singles at 
Felmingham on 4th, Thornage on 29th and Selbrigg 
Pond on 30th. 

Garden Warbler  | Singles at Kelling Heath, 
Weybourne and Felbrigg Park on a handful of dates 
this month. 

Lesser Whitethroat  | A juvenile at Weybourne on 9th 
and a single at Weybourne Cliffs on 29th. 

Dartford Warbler  | We are not including detailed information in the newsletter of the locations of this species 
during the breeding season. | Records of singles from one location. 

Firecrest  | Two at Beeston Common on 4th, at least 3 
at High Kelling on 20th and an adult with juvenile there 
on 23rd, singles at Sheringham Park on 22nd and 
Selbrigg Pond on 23rd and 27th and finally 2 at Holt 
Country Park & Lowes on 30th.  

Mistle Thrush  | Single figure counts at Weybourne, 
Swanton Novers, Field Dalling & Saxlingham, 
Weybourne Heath, Kelling Heath, Wolterton Park and 
Bodham. Felbrigg Park was the only place with 
reasonably sized flocks reported with 15 there on 
11th, 36 on 20th and 40 on 31st. Photo 11 courtesy of 
Andrew Crossley 

Spotted Flycatcher  | A single at Swanton Novers 
was reported on 16th to 18th. Photo 12 courtesy of 
David Griffiths 

Wheatear | A single at Weybourne Camp on 31st, the 
first of the autumn there. 

Yellow Wagtail  | Singles at West Runton on 5th and 
Weybourne on 26th and 30th, with 2 there on 29th. 

Grey Wagtail | There were 2 adults and 2 juveniles 
around the house at Mannington Hall Park on 5th. 
Elsewhere, all singles, at Beeston Regis (juvenile), 
Baconsthorpe (juvenile), Letheringsett & Ford and 
Selbrigg Pond. 

Yellowhammer  | Over 50 records from 16 locations, 
mostly of 1-2 birds. Higher figures were 11 at Field Dalling & Saxlingham on 14th and up to 6 around Gresham in 
the last week of the month. A juvenile was also ringed at West Beckham on 22nd.  

10 

11 

12 
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ċƚШƣőĲШxĲƚƚĲƖШ]ƖĲǃШÉőƖŔťĲШċƣШƣőĲШĲŰĬШŸŉШƣőĲШůŸŰƣőШŔŰШ9ƖŸůĲƖШŔŰШΞΜΝΡШċŰĬШƣőĲШ]ƖĲĲŰŔƚőШìċƖĤũĲƖШŉŸƨŰĬШċƣШ
ÉŔĬĲƚƣƖċŰĬШŔŰШΞΜΞΜЮШfĦƣĲƖŔŰĲШìċƖĤũĲƖШŔƚШċШƚĦċƖĦĲШƻŔƚŔƣŸƖШƣŸШŰŸƖƣőШĲċƚƣШ ŸƖŉŸũťШƽŔƣőШŸŰũǃШǯƻĲШƖĲĦŸƖĬƚШŔŰШƣŸƣċũШ
ыƣőŸƨŊőШƣƽŸШŸŉШƣőŸƚĲШƽĲƖĲШŔŰШ ƨŊƨƚƣьЯШĤƨƣШċũƽċǃƚШƽŸƖƣőШũŸŸťŔŰŊШŸƨƣШŉŸƖЮ 

ìőċƣШċĤŸƨƣШŊĲƣƣŔŰŊШǃŸƨƖШőċŰĬШŔŰШƽŔƣőШŸŰĲШŸŉШŸƨƖШÂŸƓШÖƓШÉĲċрƽċƣĦőŔŰŊШĲƻĲŰƣƚШƣőŔƚШůŸŰƣőШũĲċĬŔŰŊШƣőƖŸƨŊőШƣőĲШ
ċƨƣƨůŰШƣŸШŸƨƖШ9ŸŸƖĬŔŰċƣĲĬШÉĲċƽċƣĦőШEƻĲŰƣШŸŰШΟƖĬШ§ĦƣŸĤĲƖеЯШÉťƨċƚЯШĬŔƻĲƖƚШċŰĬШċƨťƚШċƖĲШŢƨƚƣШƚŸůĲШŸŉШƣőĲШ
ƓŸƚƚŔĤũĲШƖĲƽċƖĬƚШŸŰШŸǭĲƖШċŰĬШƚĲċрƽċƣĦőŔŰŊШĦċŰШĤĲШĲǂĦĲƓƣŔŸŰċũЯШƽŔƣőШƚƣƖŸŰŊШŰŸƖƣőШƽĲƚƣШƽŔŰĬƚШƓŸƚƚŔĤũǃШŊŔƻŔŰŊШ
ƚŔŊőƣŔŰŊƚШŸŉШxŸŰŊрƣċŔũĲĬШÉťƨċЯШ7ċũĲċƖŔĦШÉőĲċƖƽċƣĲƖШċŰĬШ7ũċĦťШ]ƨŔũũĲůŸƣЮШfŰШΞΜΝΦШċШÉŸŸƣǃШÑĲƖŰШƓċƚƚĲĬШǯƖƚƣШ
ìĲǃĤŸƨƖŰĲШċŰĬШƣőĲŰШÉőĲƖŔŰŊőċůЯШċШǰǃрƣőƖŸƨŊőШ9ċƚƓŔċŰШÑĲƖŰШƽċƚШƖĲƓŸƖƣĲĬШŔŰШĤŸƣőШΞΜΞΞШċŰĬШΞΜΞΟЯШċŰĬШċШìőŔƣĲр
ƽŔŰŊĲĬШ7ũċĦťШÑĲƖŰШŔŰШ ƨŊƨƚƣШΞΜΞΞШċŰĬШċŰŸƣőĲƖШƓƖŸĤċĤũĲШĲċƖũŔĲƖШƣőŔƚШƚƨůůĲƖЮШfŰШΞΜΞΠШċƣШƣőŔƚШƣŔůĲШƣőĲƖĲШƽċƚШĲƻĲŰШ
ċШ7ƖŸƽŰШ7ŸŸĤǃгШfŉШǃŸƨШċƖĲШċШƖĲŊƨũċƖШƚĲċƽċƣĦőĲƖШċŰĬШǃŸƨШőċƻĲŰѣƣШǃĲƣШŢŸŔŰĲĬШŸƨƖШÉĲċƽċƣĦőŔŰŊШìőċƣƚ ƓƓШ]ƖŸƨƓШ
ƣőĲŰШƓũĲċƚĲШĦŸŰƚŔĬĲƖШĬŸŔŰŊШƚŸШтШŢƨƚƣШĬƖŸƓШƨƚШċŰШĲůċŔũЮ 

ƨŊƨƚƣШŔƚШċũƚŸШċŰШĲǂĦĲũũĲŰƣШůŸŰƣőШŉŸƖШƽċĬĲƖШƓċƚƚċŊĲШċƚШŉċŔũĲĬШĤƖĲĲĬĲƖƚШőĲċĬШƚŸƨƣőЯШŢŸŔŰĲĬШĤǃШƓŸƚƣрĤƖĲĲĬŔŰŊШ
ůċũĲƚШŔŰШƣőŸƚĲШƚƓĲĦŔĲƚШƣőċƣШũĲċƻĲШƣőĲШŉĲůċũĲШƣŸШĦŸůƓũĲƣĲШċũũШƣőĲШĦőŔĦťрƖĲċƖŔŰŊЮШ7ũċĦťрƣċŔũĲĬШċŰĬШ7ċƖрƣċŔũĲĬШ
]ŸĬƽŔƣƚШƚőŸƨũĬШĤĲШŰŸƣŔĦĲċĤũĲЯШċŰĬШŔƣШĦċŰШŸŉƣĲŰШĤĲШċШŊŸŸĬШůŸŰƣőШƣŸШƚĲĲШìőŔůĤƖĲũШŸƖШÅƨǭШċŰĬШ9ŸůůŸŰШċŰĬШ
]ƖĲĲŰШÉċŰĬƓŔƓĲƖШĦċŰШƨƚƨċũũǃШĤĲШƚĲĲŰШƽŔƣőШƚŸůĲШĲċƚĲШтШƽĲũũЯШŔŉШƽĲШőċĬШċŰǃШǰŸŸĬĲĬШŸƖШƽĲƣШċƖĲċƚШƣŸШƚĦċŰШƣőċƣШŔƚг 
 

 

 

Mute Swan | On pond at Thornage Mill. The water level 
was so low that its feet were touching the bottom as it 
tried to paddle. |  Val Stubbs | Thornage | 24th 

Red-legged Partridge | A rather unusual visitor to our 
urban garden! | Kala Nobbs | At Home | 24th 
Red-legged Partridge | 2 juvs ran across Station Rd - even 
more effective than my Speedwatch hi-viz jacket at 
slowing the traffic! | Val Stubbs | Weybourne | 29th 
Swift  | 17x In the air over our house whilst we enjoyed a G 
and T in the sunshine! | David Griffiths | Holt | 17th 

Swift  | x12 Still here! Screaming loudly. | Kala Nobbs | 
Sheringham | 22nd 
Swift  | A group of 25 came over from the north, very high 
initially, before coming down to meet and greet our local 
15 birds, there was some very vocal socialising before the 
larger group peeled off and spiralled upwards to the south, 
a lovely few minutes watching these engaging and social 
birds | Stella Baylis | Southrepps Common | 28th 
Feral Pigeon | Racing pigeon on roof of no 41 | Val Stubbs | 
Weybourne | 28th 

Moorhen  | 7x A month on from hatching we still have 5 out 
of 6 chicks. Best survival rate for a few years, fingers 
crossed! | Alan Stevens | Gresham | 16th 
Black-headed Gull  | Vast flock of gulls circling over NE 
Holt for over an hour, mainly Black-headed, possibly many 
more than 150 but impossible to count.  Presumed eating 
flying ants. Other species Herring, Lesser Black-backed, 
Mediterranean and Common gulls; Red Kite, Common 
Buzzard (3), Sparrowhawk and Hobby; Swift (4). | Peter & 
Sue Morrison | Holt | 24th 
Common Tern | 44x 17 west. 25 east. 2 dive bombing a 
Great black-backed gull, sat on the sea, which was 
attempting to grab the terns. The gull eventually flew off.  It 
would appear the adult terns were protecting a juvenile 
sitting on the sea. | Phil Borley | Weybourne | 5th 
Arctic Skua  | 4x Flew to the gulls / terns in the feeding 
melee, ninety percent of the gulls / terns promptly flew 
onto the beach, leaving the skuas to continue west. Once 
the skuas were out of sight the gulls and terns resumed 
feeding on the sea. | Phil Borley | Weybourne | 22nd 

August : What to look forward to é.. 

Member Highs, Lows and Ponderings  

All member comments are taken from the notes section of the website. We are getting a lot more detail on  

The birds and their activities these days which makes these summaries longer, but much richer, so please  

keep it up everyone!  

Observations from last month é..                 Member Extra!
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8pG-pHAA5dU&list=PL3hm4LtH_-dp_HkuYmxJklL2f1ikT8eMW&index=46
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6SDxOy-F3gs&list=PL3hm4LtH_-dp_HkuYmxJklL2f1ikT8eMW&index=45
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=29f3i-XXDuU&list=PL3hm4LtH_-dp_HkuYmxJklL2f1ikT8eMW&index=41
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=puZId8bfAXU&list=PL3hm4LtH_-dp_HkuYmxJklL2f1ikT8eMW&index=30
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ecJSoImIT2Y&list=PL3hm4LtH_-dp_HkuYmxJklL2f1ikT8eMW&index=15
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ecJSoImIT2Y&list=PL3hm4LtH_-dp_HkuYmxJklL2f1ikT8eMW&index=15
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vt8ZK8fI3W8&list=PL3hm4LtH_-dp_HkuYmxJklL2f1ikT8eMW&index=49
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YS1xgBoCkoU&list=PL3hm4LtH_-dp_HkuYmxJklL2f1ikT8eMW&index=1
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Manx Shearwater | Attracted to feeding melee  well 
offshore, which included 3 Bottle-nosed Dolphin | Ian 
Prentice | Sheringham | 19th 
Sparrowhawk  | Brief dogfight with Hobby over 
Deadmanќs. | Tony Pope | Weybourne Cliffs | 15th 
Red Kite | Mobbed by 2 Hobbies. The Kite seemed to be 
drawn to combining, which was being done in the field by 
Dead MaŰќs. | Tony Pope  | Weybourne Cliffs | 31st 
Tawny Owl | Canќt really say it was calling, sounded more 
like being in pain! Quite a racket! | David Griffiths | Holt | 
31st 
Peregrine | 5x The whole family circling high over the 
tower, after several sightings of pairs to the south. | Colin 
Blaxill | Cromer | 3rd 
House Martin  | 4x Two juveniles in nest being attended by 
parents, speed of feeding faster than formula 1 pit tyre 
changes. | Doug & Jenny Cullern | Holt | 8th 

Wren | On my balcony (a first) and then singing from high 
up on a roof - very unusual to see one that high and 
showing well, also unusual! | Jane Crossen | Sheringham | 
7th 

Blackbird  | Clearly unimpressed discovering that those 
tempting open skylights led into our sun room! | Kala 
Nobbs | At Home | 2nd 
House Sparrow | 20x BREEDING at least 8 nests in 
Greenways with multiple broods | Peter & Sue Morrison| 
Holt | 23rd 

Greenfinch  | I have just picked up the third dead 
greenfinch this summer, all in my garden, plumage 
was good, but fat levels zero, the sort of fat score you 
would see on a migrant bird, nothing visible under the 
skin, looks like they have starved, has anyone else 
found any? | Brian Shaw | Weybourne | 30th 

 

 

 

 

 

Highlights  | Rings, Tags & Flags  
 
Just a reminder to folk logging ringed birds on our 
website. Although we send our data off en masse 
to the county recorder through BirdTrack uploads, 
ƽĲШĬŸŰќƣШĬŔƖĲĦƣũǃШĦŸŰƣċĦƣШƖŔŰŊŔŰŊШĦŸŸƖĬŔŰċƣŸƖƚШŸŉШ
individual projects т that needs to be down to you 
if you have a sighting and the ringing coordinators 
ũŸƻĲШƣŸШŊĲƣШƨƓĬċƣĲƚШŸŰШћƣőĲŔƖќШĤŔƖĬƚЮ 

EU Colour Ring website.  
Iceni Bird Monitoring Group  [locally ringed Turnstones 
(red flag three letters starting JAA), Black-headed Gulls 
(red rings starting 2C00) and Marsh Tit (white rings 00-99)] 
BTO [metal-only rings] 
 

Black-headed Gull  MC | Sheringham [10th] including German 
ringed (AF613) т see left  
Caspian Gull  TW | Cromer Pier [27th]  juvenile - one confirmed 
out of several contenders, including a yellow colour-ringed bird 
(considered by some to be LBBG) 
Great Black-backed Gull  MC | Cromer Pier [24th] including 
Norwegian ringed bird т see left 
Herring Gull  TW | Cromer Pier [27th] Belgian bird with blue colour 
ring 
Lesser Black-backed Gull  MC | Cromer Pier [26th] Including this 
German ringed bird 
Marsh Harrier  DG | Weybourne [17th] Wing tagged juvenile over 
the field SE of the beach. Did not come close enough to 
determine the coding 
Marsh Harrier  AC | Felbrigg Park [29th] Immature (probably 
female) with two red wing-tags circled high over land below dam, 
then moved north.  Sighting reported to West Norfolk Ringing 
Group. 
Marsh Harrier  PB | Weybourne [28th] west offshore. red wing tags 
Yellowhammer  JS | West Beckham [22nd] Trapped and ringed 
a wholly juvenile so likely a "locally fledged" bird. Birding 
during FT ringing visit at WBOA 

MC Mark Clements | TW Trevor Williams | DG 
David Griffiths | AC Andy Clarke | PB Phil Borley 
| JS John Swallow 

https://cr-birding.org/
https://iceni.shinyapps.io/sightings/
https://app.bto.org/euring/lang/pages/rings.jsp
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NENBC  WhatsApp group s 
We have 3! We need your mobile number to sign 
you up for any of them and you will need to 
activate WhatsApp on your phone if you are not 
already using it. There are a few rules on the 1st 
two groups which you will need to agree to on sign 
up that ensures they run as smoothly as possible 
for our volunteer administrators and the instant 
info you get is of use. Please be aware that like all 
WhatsApp groups, your number will be visible to 
ŀƭƭ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ƘƛŘŜ 
them. 

 
NE Norfolk Sea -watching  is administered by 
Trevor Williams and is for any active and 
participating seawatchers along the north east 
Norfolk coast whether they are club members or 
not. 
NENBC Alerts  is administered by Tony Forster 
and is solely for club members to share news on 
the location of interesting birds within the club 
area. 
NENBC Communications  has been set up so 
we have a means of contacting members quickly 
and easily without going through the email / 
ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ǊƻǳǘŜΦ ²Ŝ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƭƛƪŜ ΧΦ 

 sending out reminders a day or two before 
scheduled club events 

 letting folk know where we are running a 
short-ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ΨtƻǇ-¦ǇΩ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ 
published schedule  

 advising to any last-minute changes to 
scheduled events  

Unlike the other WhatsApp groups only the 
Admins can send messages out; ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿƻƴΩǘ 
be able to respond Ǿƛŀ ƛǘ ǎƻ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀ 
lot of traffic on it. It ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ōƛǊŘ ŀƭŜǊǘ 
ǎƻ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŘǳǇƭƛŎŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜs of our other two. 

Speaker Suggestions  

 
We are always on the lookout for 

recommendations for speakers for our 
indoor programme, or ideas you may have 
of subjects we could cover. If you have any 
thoughts, please drop Alan and email on 

ahstevens52@gmail.com 
Thank you! 

2nd  Hand Book Stock  

 
We could do with some more book 

donations for our birds and other nature 
book stall at our indoor events. We have 

rather a lot of Field Guides for most of the 
ǿƻǊƭŘ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎŜŜƳ ǎƻ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ 

necessarily need more of those, but we 
could do with a wider range of reading 

material from home and away. If you have 
any books languishing on your shelves, 
please bring them along to one of our 

events or drop us an email on 
nenbc@aol.co.uk 

Newsletter Contributions  

 
The more folk who contribute articles for 
this monthly newsletter, the richer the 
ǊŜŀŘΗ ¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ōƛǊŘƛƴƎ 

expert to write something with a birding 
link ς long or short, with or without 

photos, trips, anecdotes, questions you 
want answered, surveys you have been 

doing, equipment or books you like ς you 
would be surprised the number of 

members who would be interested in 
reading what you have to say. Please get 
in touch on nenbc@aol.co.uk if you can 
help. We would love to hear from you. 

Calling All Artists!  

 
We are busy working on the 2025 Bird 

Report in preparation for printing later in 
the summer. As usual, we would love to 

showcase member artwork so if you have 
any sketches, paintings or other artwork of 
birds, rare or common, that appeared in our 
club area last year, please take a photo of 

them and send them in to nenbc@aol.co.uk 
 

Bird Ventures  of Holt  

 
Our club sponsors offer a 5% discount on own-
branded wild bird food to NENBC members all 

year. They also stock feeders and so much more 
and are always happy to offer advice. Have a look 
at their website https://birdventures.co.uk or pop 

by their shop. Free local delivery available. 
 

           Bird Ventures | The Wildlife Shop 
           9B Chapel Yard, Albert Street 
           Holt NR25 6HG 
           Telephone 01263 710203 
           salesbirdventures@aol.com 

               Monday 10:15am-5:00pm 
           Tuesday to Saturday 9:00am-5:00pm 

mailto:ahstevens52@gmail.com
mailto:nenbc@aol.co.uk
mailto:nenbc@aol.co.uk
mailto:nenbc@aol.co.uk
https://birdventures.co.uk/epages/76378c2f-ef3a-4356-92cd-6490205a709b.sf/en_GB/
mailto:salesbirdventures@aol.com
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A change to our subscription  rate  for next year é.

 
Just a quick reminder about the changes we announced back at the AGM in December. From January 2027 we 
will be increasing the annual membership rate to £17.50 for those wanting a printed Annual Report from the 
previous year. The rate without a report remains at £12.00. Those of you with a standing order, we would be 
much obliged if you could change the amount to be deducted prior to the renewal date in January. Thank you! 

Request for volunteer surveyors

 
We have received an enquiry as to whether any club member might be interested on taking on either of two 
BTO Breeding Bird Survey transects which are currently vacant.  Both are to the west of our area but one does 
include freshwater, a habitat rare in the NENBC area.  The two transects are: 

TF7840, between Brancaster and Docking. The first transect is the Ringstead Road, the second Dalegate Lane. 

TF9243, Wells-next-the-Sea with the transects including the North Point pools. 

Both have been mapped but are not surveyed at the moment. The survey requires 2 visits in spring. There is a 
lot of information about the BBS on the BTO website - bto.org. They also provide free training. If anyone is 
interested in taking either of these on, please contact Andy (ac1967@cantab.net), who will put you in touch 
with the relevant organiser. 

A big thank you to NENBC Member Lizzie Wallis é.

 
Χ for the donation to the club of two good but surplus-to-requirements scopes and tripods. It 
was a really kind gesture and we will be putting them to good use. We are planning to use 
them to support our seawatching activities so that anyone coming along to one of our Pop-Up 
SŜŀǿŀǘŎƘŜǎ ƻǊ ƻǳǊ !ƴƴǳŀƭ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜŘ {ŜŀǿŀǘŎƘ ƛƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊ ǿƘƻ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ 
ǎŎƻǇŜ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ƻƴŜΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ {ŜŀǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ Badge which is 
achievable by anyone, beginners included, with a bit of dedication over the season, so do 
come along and join us ς ōǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǿǊŀǇ ǳǇ ǿŀǊƳ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƭŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ 
forecast! The equipment will also be available for members to use at other club activities too. 

Interested in joining the WeBS counting team at Cley?

 
Cley/Salthouse Marshes Wetland Bird Survey (WeBS) team are looking for a reserve counter to help with 
monthly WeBS counts. Volunteers need to be happy to work alone and able to identify waterbirds by sight. 
Waterbirds include geese, ducks, waders, grebes, herons, gulls, terns. WeBS counters at Cley/Salthouse are also 
asked to record a few other species, such as raptors, finches, buntings, pipits - so all round bird ID skills are 
needed. New reserve counters are called upon if the regular team are unavailable. The team are a friendly 
bunch of people from all parts of the birdwatching community. If you are interested, the regular counters 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ ΨŘǳƳƳȅ ǊǳƴΩ ǿŀƭƪƻǾŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǘƻǊόǎύ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΣ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜǎΦ 
If of interest please email | cleybcrecords@gmail.com. 

NENBC Member David Harper presents 
Wildlife Conservation In Norfolk  

Introduction to ecology and wildlife conservation. 
Geological background and land use history. 

Habitats, communities and species of the coast. 
Broads, Brecklands, farmed land. 

Ancient woodlands and Veteran trees.  
The current state of nature in Norfolk. 

OCTOBER 7TH - DECEMBER 2ND 
SUFFIELD PARK BOWLS CLUB 

STATION ROAD CROMER NR27 0DY 

You are invited to a lecture course  

Wednesdays at 10.30am | Enrolment from 10am at the 
first lecture | The eight-week course fee is £28 or £4 
per session for Cromer Society members, or £5 per 

session for visitors.| No lecture on October 28th 
www.cromersociety.co.uk 

 

 

https://www.bto.org/get-involved/volunteer/projects/bbs
mailto:ac1967@cantab.net
mailto:cleybcrecords@gmail.com
http://www.cromersociety.co.uk/
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Overview     General Walks Information  
 

 Talks on the last Thursday 

evening of the month at 

Gresham Village Hall from 

Sep-Nov and Jan-Apr, also 

available live via Zoom  

 Walks around Felbrigg Park 

on the 3rd  Wednesday 

morning of the month Sep -Jul 

 Varied monthly weekend 

walks and the odd evening 

one from Sep-Jul 

 Special events including:  

 Coordinated Seawatch  

 Walks Weeks  

 Christmas Social & AGM  

 New Yearõs Day Birding 
Challenge  

 NENBC Big Sit  

 Global Big Bird Day 

activities  

 Birding for Beginners 

Course  

 Short-notice themed ôpop-

upõ sessions 

Car-sharing is always 

encouraged, or even better, 

walking or cycling . 

 
 

 

During this month we will be getting our website populated wit h the detail of our offer for the 2026/27 season  ð and you can 

download a pdf schedule from there - but we are always open for new suggestions  so do get on touch with any!  In the 

meantime, here are some basic details of events through to the end of the year and beyond for your diaries  é..  

 

Whatõs On?  

General Event Information  ð please see our website for full details  

 

Please wear clothing suitable to conditions  - footpaths can be muddy at 

any time of the year . 

YOUNG PEOPLE:  Children are always welcome if accompanied by 

well -behaved adults and we would be happy to see young members  

aged 16 and 17 attend unaccompanied with prior written consent from a 

parent or guardian who has also supplied a phone number where they 

can be contacted in an emergency.   

DOGS:  We regret no dogs  except assistance dogs . 

EQUIPMENT:  Binoculars are always recommended to gain full 

enjoyment from your birding and for some of our walks , a scope is 

definitely useful but donõt forget youõll have to carry it!  

ACCESSIBILITY : Unfortunately most of our walks arenõt suitable for 

wheelchair users but please do contact us on nenbc@aol.co.uk  to see 

which of our events are or could be adapted to be so. 

BADGES:  Birds seen on club -area walks count towards individual Star 

badges & if you walk or cycle from home, they also count towards your 

Eco-Badges. 

BOOKING:  You generally wonõt need to book for any of our walks so 

just turn up on the day if you fancy it . We advise joining the Wh atsApp 

Comms group which we will always use if we have to make any last 

minute changes. There may be the occasional time we do need advance 

numbers and bookings and if this is the case it will say so on our 

publicity . 

Wednesday 16th September | Felbrigg Walks   

9.00am to 11.00am with Trevor Williams  (standard) and 9.30am to 11.00am leader TBC (slow) 

Come and join us for one of our monthly strolls around the National Trust Estate. 

Pop-Ups | We will be running a few short-notice events throughout the 2026/27 season. Up to now we 
have only hosted pop-up seawatches but watch this space as we hope to be extending the idea for other 
activities too. If you have any ideas for things we could do, please let us know! Pop-ups give us the 
flexibility to run events when the weather conditions are most favourable for the activity. We will 
primarily advertise these through ƣőĲШ E 79Шìőċƣƚ ƓƓШ9ŸůůƚШ]ƖŸƨƓШƚŸШŔŉШǃŸƨШċƖĲŰќƣШƚŔŊŰĲĬШƨƓЯШĬƖŸƓШ
us an email and we will get you added. Info will also be listed at the top of the Home page of the website 

Sunday 6th September | 9:30am to 1:00pm 

An Autumn Walk at Cley Marshes with John Swallow 

Cley Marshes needs little introduction as its historic reputation and fame are well known throughout the 
birdwatching community. The wetland haven of reedbeds, grazing marshes, pools, scrapes and coastal shingle 
attract a wide range of breeding, wintering and passage bird species, with nearby woodland and scrub adding to 
the mosaic of habitats. Autumn can be an exciting time and our walk will check the latest sightings news before 
deciding on a route. 
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Wednesday 18th November | Felbrigg Walks   

9.00am to 11.00am with Trevor Williams  (standard) and 9.30am to 11.00am with Nick Kimber  (slow) 

Come and join us for one of our monthly strolls around the National Trust Estate. 

Wednesday 21st Octob er | Felbrigg Walks   

9.00am to 11.00am with Trevor Williams  (standard) and 9.30am to 11.00am with Nick Kimber  (slow) 

Come and join us for one of our monthly strolls around the National Trust Estate. 

Thursday 29 th October | Evening  Talk  | 7.30pm to 9.30pm | GVH and via Zoom 

љThe Danube DeltaњШwith Club Members Val & Mick Walker 

љWe visited the Danube Delta in the summer before the war in Ukraine started. The border between Romania and 
Ukraine is just to the North, which makes it hard to visit at present so perhaps not so many people will be aware 
of the range of birds and wildlife in the area. Being summer there wsre large tern colonies, pelicans, bee-eaters 
and rollers amongst many others, all of which we photographed from boats or hides. We would like to share our 
pictures and experiences with you all.њ 

Thursday 24 th September | Evening  Talk  | 7.30pm to 9.30pm | GVH and via Zoom 

љWader Conservation ChallengesњШwith Ryan Burrell, Director of the Curlew Recovery Partnership 

Ryan will explore the conservation challenges facing breeding waders, drawing on his research and practical 
experience as a wader research ecologist and conservationist. The talk will examine the interacting roles of 
habitat change and predation in driving poor breeding success, and consider what the evidence tells us about 
effective conservation action. Combining current research with examples from conservation projects across the 
UK and Europe, it will highlight both the complexity and urgency of recovering these iconic birds. 

 

Saturday 17th October  | 9:00am to 1:00pm 

Winterton  Walk with Janice Darch 

Sunday 22nd November  | 1:00pm to 5:00pm (times tbc)  

Hickling  Broad and Stubb Mill Walk with Trevor Williams and Andy Clark e 

 

Saturday 3rd  October | 7:30am to 10:30am |  

Annual Coordinated Seawatch  

Sheringham Tank with Phil Borley  

Cromer North Lodge Park with Trevor Williams 

Mundesley Seafront Shelter with Julian Thomas 

Happisburgh Village Car Park with Andy Clarke  

Our annual event is both a social and informative event and a great way to get started seawatching as a 
beginner and also to pass on your knowledge as a regular to those new to the activity. We set ourselves up at a 
number of sites with good views out to sea, each team with an experienced seawatcher as lead, to record the 
number and species of all the birds we see along the club coastline and beyond (and the direction they are 
flying) for each 10-minute period throughout a 3-hour time frame. Come and join us! 

We currently have hosts for 4 sites 
arranged. If anyone would like to 

host at any other site, do please get 
in touch. 
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Wednesday 16th December | Felbrigg Walks   

9.00am to 11.00am with Trevor Williams  (standard) and 9.30am to 11.00am with Nick Kimber  (slow) 

Come and join us for one of our monthly strolls around the National Trust Estate. 

Thursday 26 th November | Member Night! | 7.30pm to 9.30pm | GVH and via Zoom 

Our popular annual evening where 4 of our talented members take to the floor with 4 mini talks 

љ[ŔĲũĬƽŸƖťШƣŸШŉŔŰŔƚőĲĬШƓċŔŰƣŔŰŊњШwith Mark Boyd 
You may have seen him wielding a blunt pencil in a local hide, but what happens to his drawings or field paintings 
next? In this talk, Mark will run through some of the thinking that accompanies his pencil - in the hope that it may also 
encourage you to have a go - before going on to show how it relates to some of his finished work, which varies from 
heavily abstracted paintings via brush drawings and original prints to ceramics. He is gearing up for his first one-man 
ƚőŸƽШљ7ŔƖĬƚШŸƨƣШŸŉШũŔŰĲњШŔŰШƣőĲШ9ũĲǃШ ìT Visitor Centre from 2nd -15th December. 

љ ŰШŔŰƣƖŸĬƨĦƣŔŸŰШƣŸШĤŔƖĬŔŰŊШŸŰШ ƖƖċŰњШwith Trevor Williams 
Trevor will share his recent discovery of the wonderful and varied birdlife of this beautiful yet accessible Scottish 
island. Often described as Scotland in miniature, the island habitats provide sanctuary for some fascinating species - 
where all three regular diver species occur, eagles and Hen Harrier are reasonably common, where sea-birds are 
ƓũĲŰƣŔŉƨũШċŰĬШĦċŰШĤĲШĲŰŢŸǃĲĬШŸŰШƣőĲШƚőŸƖƣШѣƓĲũċŊŔĦќШŉĲƖƖǃШĦƖŸƚƚŔŰŊЯШƽőĲƖĲШƣőĲШŸĦĦċƚŔŸŰċũШƖċƖŔƣǃШƣƨƖŰƚШƨƓШ- most recently 
Surf Scoter and Black-headed Bunting, and mythical Dotterel and Ptarmigan can be looked for in breathtaking and 
remote mountain landscapes. With good birding intel yet plenty of opportunity to find your own, Arran is an ideal 
birding holiday destination. 

љÅĲƚĲċƖĦőŔŰŊШŔŰШƣőĲШŉŢŸƖĬƚШ- ƽőċƣШĦŸƨũĬШƓŸƚƚŔĤũǃШŊŸШƽƖŸŰŊењ with Tim Turner 
A summary of an 18 day research trip to Porsanger fjord, Northern Norway during May this year. A team of eight wader 
enthusiasts monitored Knot in the Fjord system as the Knot transited the area enroute to the breeding grounds in 
Greenland and Ellesmere Island ,Canada. All part of a twenty five year project sponsored by Norway's Natural 
Environment body. What we did, what we saw and raw results from this trip and trends from the study. Accompanied 
by lots of photos and a few anecdotes. 

љA few Islands off Australiaњ with David Harper 
Australia may be the largest island in the world, but its mainland is surrounded by hundreds of smaller ones. While 
visiting family & friends last winter, conveniently living in Perth, Adelaide & Brisbane, Maureen and I travelled to six of 
them. This talk quickly hops between them, showing their unique wildlife. 

December  - date to be confirme d  

Strumpshaw Fen Walk with Stella Baylis and Drew Lynes 

Note: Numbers limited to 20 so advance booking required, priority to those who booked for original date of Jan 2026.  

Thursday 10th December | 7.30pm to 10.00pm 

AGM & Christmas Social  | GVH 

A date for your diary! Come and join us for our AGM followed by our full xmas buffet, birdie quiz and a chance to 
chat and socialise. 

WALKS WEEK | daily walks for small groups to different locations with varied leaders  

Spring 2027  

In recent years we have run an autumn Walks Week. For the 2026/27 season we are currently looking to run this 
week-long event next spring. We are hoping we can have a green corridor  theme this time to link in with Felbeck 
ÑƖƨƚƣќƚШconservation initiative through the Upper Bure and Glaven Conservation Triangle and make these walks 
inclusive of all flora and fauna. If you have any suggestions of some off-road walks we could include, please give 
us a shout. 
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Newbies, butterflies and a ôwholeõ owl! | by Dave Billham 
 

It was a very brown Felbrigg that greeted the fourteen 
club members gathering for the July walk; no sign of 
green at all after an exceptionally dry period. The 
cloudy sky overhead held no promise of rain either. 
We had two new people with us; David, a potential 
new member, and Zoe, who will be starting a zoology 
degree in September, and wanted to get a head start 
by learning about birding т she will go far! The 
grounds had only re-opened on this day following a 
two day closure after a tragic accident, involving an 
ĲũĬĲƖũǃШŊĲŰƣШċŰĬШƣőĲШƓċƖťќƚШĦċƣƣũĲЯШƚŸШÑƖĲƻŸƖќƚШĤƖŔĲŉШ
included an enhanced warning about this. Otherwise, 
with July traditionally being a quiet month bird-wise, 
we just hoped we would see something! As is now the 
norm, Nick was leading a gentler walk starting at 
9.30, and we would all finish together back at the 
café. 

The list started reasonably well in the car park; 
Woodpigeon , Carrion Crow , Jackdaw, Magpie and a 
few Rook, with Goldfinch  and Greenfinch  in the 
surrounding trees. Overhead we had a lone Swallow , 
a couple of Black-headed Gull  and a Great Spotted 
Woodpecker . We started by walking towards the 
ìĲċƻĲƖќƚШìċǃбШĦƖŸƚƚŔŰŊШƣőĲШĤŸŰĲ-dry field we found 
more butterflies than birds, namely Gatekeeper, 
Meadow Brown and Painted Lady. A Stock Dove 
whizzing by overhead was added to the list, and a 
group of Swallow  were flying low over the field in 

search of something to eat. A raptor in the far 
distance initially appeared to be a Buzzard, but 
further examination showed that its wings looked to 
be too slim. It soon dropped out of sight, so we will 
never know. It was replaced by a pair of Red Kite, 
also very distant. 

Approaching the small copse of trees near the 
bridleway we saw four mobile Skylark , then a 
Common Buzzard т definitely this species this time! 
A juvenile Great Black-backed Gull  flew overhead, 
with a flock of six Linnet  following soon after, then a 
single Feral Pigeon. Large White was added to the 
butterfly tally, and Chaffinch  to the bird list after an 
individual called from the copse itself. Turning right 
onto the bridleway, we found a Red Admiral, but it 
was very quiet in respect of birds. A newly-minted 
Small Copper butterfly held our attention for a while, 
and it even obligingly posed for photographs. 

 
We had now reached the gate above the water 
meadows, on the other side of which was a flock of 
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cows with calves. We decided to go through the gate 
but head across the rough ground to their left so as 
not to unduly disturb them; anyone who did not wish 
to do so could take a shorter route down to the lake, 
which Alan decided to do. Here there were about a 
dozen Stock Dove feeding amongst the vegetation; 
new to the list was a single Kestrel which flew from a 
small tree and out across the meadows. A 
Cormorant  was circling the lake, and a mixed flock of 
Sand Martin and Swift  were feeding overhead, our 
first sighting of Sand Martin this year. Closer scanning 
of the flock revealed at least one House Martin  in 
with them. Three Mallard  also flew up from the area 
of the beck. ìĲШůĲƣШƨƓШƽŔƣőШ ũċŰШċŊċŔŰШƽőŸШőċĬŰќƣШ
picked up anything extra along the main route. There 
was much excitement amongst the tail-enders who 
were counting the beautiful caterpillars of the 
Cinnabar Moth on the Ragwort.  

A brief burst of Dunnock  ƚŸŰŊЯШċŰĬШƣőĲШћƣŔĦťŔŰŊќШŸŉШċШ
Wren were added next, followed by our second 
sighting of Little Owl  this year; it was sat in an Ash 
ƣƖĲĲШċŰĬШŊċƻĲШƨƚШůƨĦőШĤĲƣƣĲƖШƻŔĲƽƚШƣőċŰШũċƚƣШůŸŰƣőќƚШ
ћőċũŉ-an-ŸƽũќШƻĲƖƚŔŸŰгШìĲШƚƓĲŰƣШċШũŔƣƣũĲШƣŔůĲШőĲƖĲШƣŸШ
ensure everyone got a look, and Val set up her scope 
for those who wanted an even closer view.  

 
Arriving at the lake we found Moorhen , and a female 
Tufted Duck  on the water and the landed Cormorant. 
There was no sign of any of the Mute Swan however.  

 

A Herring Gull flew over as we entered the wooded 
ƓċƣőШċũŸŰŊШƣőĲШũċťĲќƚШĲĬŊĲЮШ ũŸŰŊШőĲƖĲШƽĲШŰŸƣĲĬШƣőĲШ
calls of Nuthatch , Blue Tit, Jay, Robin and 
Chiffchaff , joined by Whitethroat  ċƣШƣőĲШƓċƣőќƚШĲŰĬЮ  

We met Alan at the bridge over the beck, where the 
muted calls of a Reed Warbler and a Reed Bunting 
were heard. We had our first sighting this year of 
Little Egret , as two flew overhead (and which later 
were spotted on the lake margins), and we finally 
managed to add Blackbird , which we surprisingly 
had not seen or heard so far.  

The walk back to the 
house did not reveal 
any further bird species, 
but we did find two new 
butterflies; firstly a Ringlet, then in an Oak by the gate 
to the courtyard, a pair of Purple Hairstreak, which, 
like the Small Copper earlier, posed for photographs! 

Counting up our list, we had managed to find a total 
of 40 bird species ; a very good result for July. After a 
run-down of forthcoming events from Carol, we were 
joined by Nick; he had spent more time in the woods, 
and therefore had seen seven species that we had 
not, namely Treecreeper , Collared Dove , 
Goldcrest , Great Tit, Coal Tit, Blackcap  and Pied 
Wagtail , so a grand total of 47 species for both 
groups!  

 

There is no walk in August as the club takes a 
summer break, but we would love to see you in 
September т migration will be well underway, so who 
knows what could turn up. 

Photos from Carol & Ken Thornton 

  

Page 17 



Page 18 

 

 

A house loop for a change  | by Nick Kimber  

Following the very hot weather, 
a small group of us met up on 
a thankfully cooler and 
overcast day for our monthly 
short and slow walk at 
Felbrigg. As I came up the drive 
past the parched fields, very 
few birds were in evidence, 
apart from a few Carrion 
Crow, so I was not expecting 
too much from our walk. 
However, we did manage 24 
bird species , including 7 not 
seen by the first group! 

In the car park, Greenfinch , 
Goldfinch  and Swallows  were 
in evidence, as well as the 
usual Jackdaws. For a change, 
we set off along the drive 
ƣŸƽċƖĬƚШƣőĲШxŔŸŰќƚШ~ŸƨƣőШĦċƖШ
park and had our first sight of a 
Red Kite ƽċǃШŔŰШƣőĲШĬŔƚƣċŰĦĲШŸƻĲƖШƣőĲШƚőĲũƣĲƖШĤĲũƣЮШsƨũŔċќƚШƚőċƖƓШĲǃĲƚШƣőĲŰШƚƓŸƣƣĲĬШċШBuzzard on a dead tree, 
which after flying, was inundated by the incessant calls of a juvenile, which we located later further along the 
drive, in trees above the pool. We could only add Magpie and Wren to our list, plus a clearer view of a Red Kite 
flying over, so we decided to drop down onto the path that runs along the top of the water meadow. Ann 
decided to rest up near the entrance to the wood behind the house and await our return. We could not locate 
any new species along the 
water meadow path, other than 
a Stock Dove in the dead trees, 
more Goldfinch and a single 
Linnet  sitting out on the gorse. 
At this point Ann messaged to 
say that she had found a mixed 
flock of small birds, so we 
abandoned the water meadow 
and climbed back to the wood 
behind the house, where we 
did indeed locate not only Ann, 
but picked up Treecreeper , 
Nuthatch , Goldcrest , Blue Tit, 
Great Tit and Coal Tit. A few 
Black-headed Gulls  and a 
single Herring Gull , plus a 
calling Collared Dove  
completed out list until Tessa 
spied a Pied Wagtail  on the 
buildings as we arrived back for 
a well-deserved coffee.  

Library pics from Steven & 
Barbara Lines (Magpie, Wren), 
Richard Farrow (Linnet), John 
Wheeler (Pied Wagtail)  
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By Stella Baylis 
 

A warm Saturday in July at the seaside town of Sea Palling will surely bring in the crowds! Assembling at the 
car park for the start of our walk, the early morning swimmers were just leaving, the families were arriving and 
a holiday vibe was in the air. Swifts  and Swallows  overhead and a Whitethroat singing its scratchy song 
added to the atmosphere. 

ìċũťŔŰŊШŰŸƖƣőƽċƖĬƚШċũŸŰŊШƣőĲШƚůċũũШƖŸċĬШћÑőĲШ~ċƖƖċůƚќШũċŰĬƽċƖĬШŸŉШƣőĲШĬƨŰĲƚШċŰĬШƽŔŰĬŔŰŊШƓċƚƣШĦőċũĲƣƚЯШ
there were gardens and scrub to look through т adding House Sparrow , Linnet , Greenfinch , Chiffchaff , 
Blackcap and Sedge Warbler. We paused at a metal gate and scanned the hawthorns for the famous and 
much-reported Black-ƽŔŰŊĲĬШuŔƣĲШĤƨƣШċũċƚШћŸŰũǃќШċШĬŔƚƣċŰƣШRed Kite was seen - more on that later (spoiler 
alert!), along with a Pied Wagtail  family in the paddock. 

The sand and calm turquoise sea came into view as we walked over the dunes on a boardwalk to the access 
steps down to the beach. Amid excitement, we had our first sounds and sight of Little Terns  feeding close 
inshore, carrying small shimmering silver fish back to the colony. It was to be the first of many of these iconic 
summer visitors we encountered. Little Terns preferentially forage fairly close to their breeding colonies, 
except when feeding conditions are poor, so it is relatively easy to see birds inside our club area at nearby 
Happisburgh that travel from this colony. 

The tide was high so we kept as close to the sea as possible as we walked along the beach towards the 
increasingly chatty colony, scanning ahead, wary of nesting Ringed Plovers. Sure enough, a family of the 
plovers was spotted, with one very mobile fledgling. We paused to watch the anxious parents follow their 
offspring into the comparative safety of the nearby fenced area.  

Last Monthõs Weekend Walk 

Sea Palling to Eccles on Sea ð Little Tern  Colony |  Saturday 4th July  
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Mick Davies, RSPB senior beach warden met 
us as we walked carefully around a spit to the 
Little Tern colony. Many hundreds of adult 
birds were ahead loafing on the beach. They all 
suddenly took flight and alarm called as Mick 
ċƓƓƖŸċĦőĲĬЯШƣőĲШƓƖŸĤũĲůШƽċƚŰќƣ Mick but a 
Kestrel  т ƽĲШőċĬШƽŔƣŰĲƚƚĲĬШċШћĬƖĲċĬќШĲƻĲŰƣЯШ
spectacular and noisy but unwelcome! A male 
Kestrel came over the dunes, quick as a flash 
took a chick and headed off inland. Sadly, this 
is not an unusual event as the Kestrels are 
nesting somewhere nearby and feeding their 
own young. Mick explained that diversionary 
feeding can be effective in managing some 
predation events, but only if the predator nest 
site and route to and from the colony is known, 
otherwise the effort goes into feeding local 
corvids.  

Crucially, the colony is monitored day and 
night by staff and an 80 strong team of 
volunteers. They spend time talking to beach-
goers (usually about dogs) and conduct non-
lethal predator management including 
removal by hand of hedgehogs that are close 
to the fence or who have burrowed underneath 
and into the colony т typically the small ones. 
They are relocated to gardens some way 
inland, with the agreement of local 
householders. In this hot dry year, hedgehogs 

are struggling to find worms, which may exacerbate the attraction of Little Tern chicks. Add in high tide events 
washing out around 20% of nests (although re-laying has occurred), the stats can look sobering.  

At the time of our visit, the team had logged 720 eggs laid in 307 nests (originally 347 before high tides) and 
expecting somewhere between 300-ΠΜΜШŉũĲĬŊĲĬШǃŸƨŰŊЮШÑőĲШĤĲƚƣШŔŰƣƖŔŰƚŔĦШћƓƖŸƣĲĦƣŔŸŰќШƣőŔƚШĦŸũŸŰǃШőċƚШŔƚШŔƣƚШ
size. The sheer numbers of eggs and young means that a fair number will survive to migrate and hopefully 
reach adulthood and enter the population to breed themselves. For Little Tern colonies, size is important! 

Happily, we managed to see several healthy well-camouflaged chicks of different ages, with adults coming 
and going with fish. Some of the chicks were hard to spot, sheltering under tubes and hiding away within 
pallets. These structures are deliberately placed in the colony and have been shown to reduce predation to an 
extent, although they are not used by the adults for nesting. 

After thanking Mick for his time and efforts, we left him to his protection duties and headed back inland, taking 
the minor road from North Gap. Walking by more coastal scrub, we heard a Lesser Whitethroat  singing and 
managed a brief glimpse as it moved through. Passing more chalets, the view opened up across arable fields 
and we paused to see if we could hear Quail. This was not to be although one member of the group did think 
they heard a brief call, not to be repeated though unfortunately.  

The walk had one more surprise in store! We were aware of recent sightings of Black-winged Kite  in the area 
ċũƣőŸƨŊőШƣőĲШĬċǃШĤĲŉŸƖĲШƣőĲƖĲШőċĬШĤĲĲŰШċШŰĲŊċƣŔƻĲШƖĲƓŸƖƣЮШ ŉƣĲƖШũŸĦċƣŔŰŊШƣőĲШůƨĦőШƖĲƓŸƖƣĲĬШћĬŸƨĤũĲШůĲƣċũШ
ŊċƣĲƚќШƣŸШũŸŸťШŸƻĲƖШċŰĬШƽŔƣőШĬŔƖĲĦƣŔŸŰƚШŉƖŸůШŸƣőĲƖШĤŔƖĬĲƖƚШƓƖĲƚĲŰƣЯШƽĲШŉŔŰċũũǃШƚċƽШƣőĲШŉċůŸƨƚШťŔƣĲШƓĲƖĦőĲĬШŔŰШċШ
dead hawthorn bush, thanks to Mick for carrying a scope. A tick for some, albeit a distant and heat hazy one. 

All that remained was a quick walk back to the car park before tickets ran out and the opportunity for 
refreshments and fish and chips which some of the group took full advantage of. It had been a stunning 
ƚƨůůĲƖќƚШůŸƖŰŔŰŊШŸŰШƣőĲШĤĲċĦőг Lovely photos overleaf from Jo King

Page 20 



Page 21 

 

  



Page 22 

 

 

Alan Stevens: July 14th, having a few 
spare moments and passing through 
Weybourne a quick stop to look at what, 
if anything, was happening at sea 
seemed like a good idea but with the 
ũŔťĲũǃШċŰƚƽĲƖШŸŉШћŰŸƣőŔŰŊШůƨĦőќЮ 

A quick scan drew the expected blank 
so a walk along the Camp seemed a 
good alternative. Cresting the first rise 
off the beach the level cleared area held 
the usual suspects, a few Black-headed 
Gulls, Jackdaws, a Pied Wagtail and several 
Linnets charging about. A wander along for a 
few metres and I was drawn to a bird which, with 
the limited view then, triggered initial Skylark or Pipit 
thoughts. A closer look through the bins showed a back that 
perhaps looked a little different and then it turned and the bŔƖĬШƚőŸƽĲĬШŔƣƚĲũŉШċƚШċШÉőŸƖĲШxċƖťЮШ ŸƽЯШŔƣќƚШsƨũǃЯШŔƣШ
ĦċŰќƣШĤĲЯШĦċŰШŔƣеШÉũŔĬŔŰŊШůǃШƚƓĲĦƚШƨƓШŸŰƣŸШůǃШőĲċĬШċŰĬШċĬŢƨƚƣŔŰŊШƣőĲШĤŔŰƚШċШŰĲĦĲƚƚċƖǃШƚĲĦŸŰĬШƣċťĲШĦŸŰŉŔƖůĲĬШ
it was and that perhaps re-enforces the advice to always try and have a look and everything you can because 
you never know. Finding a scarce bird at the right time of the year is a bit of a thrill but to find one so far out is 
ƽĲũũвċШÉőŸƖĲШxċƖťШŔŰШsƨũǃг 

A quick posting on the NENBC WhatsApp group soon resulted in some company at short notice with Ollie A 
having abandoned breakfast, David G zooming in from Cley, Phil B from Felbrigg and Moss arriving by car 

 

Shore Lark at Weybourne Camp  

Main image from Moss Taylor and inset Alan Stevens 
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across the Camp. For Ollie, David and myself it was an NENBC tick. As the bird continued to show well 
attempts were made to establish it as a sub-species, to no avail, but we were happy with what we had. 

After an hour or so the Muckleburgh tank experienced rumbled by (three times) but this lark seemed 
unperturbed and continued patrolling an area only a few metres square until it finally worked its way over the 
ћƖŔĬŊĲќШċŰĬШŸƨƣШŸŉШƚŔƣĲЮШ ƣƣĲůƓƣƚШƣŸШƖĲ-locate it from the access road failed but Andy C found it again later in the 
day giving others the chance to see it. It was last seen on the 16thJuly but keep looking, it was only a second 
look that found it for me! 

 ŸШŸŰĲШŔƚШůŸƖĲШƚƨƖƓƖŔƚĲĬШƣőċŰШůĲШƣŸШƚĲĲШŉƖŸůШ~ŸƚƚќƚШŰŸƣĲƚШƣőċƣШfШůċǃШŰŸƽШĤĲШċШƻĲƖǃШƚůċũũШŉŸŸƣŰŸƣĲШŔŰШ ŸƖƣőШ
Norfolk, if not UK birding with a July Shore Lark. Thanks also to Chairman John for his interesting observations 
added to his record on the website. 

John Swallow: Great find Alan and 
thanks Andy for checking later in the 
day. I was struck by the vinaceous 
colour to the flanks, reminding me of 
the Staines Reservoir bird 17th Feb 
2018 (of NE Canada race). However, 
looking at the pictures this bird 
lacked a lot of other features, ie 
diffuse vertical streaking on the 
breast, rufous pink lesser coverts 
etc. This bird was not in juvenile 
plumage, this species undergoes a 
complete post-juvenile moult (like 
most passerines before they 
commence migration) so adults and 
young are inseparable once this has 
taken place. The tertials appeared 
worn to me when looking through my 
scope, not visible on my pics but 
visible on the one pic posted by Alan, 
and given this early date suggestive 
of an adult. The bird had prominent 
horns, so likely male although even this too can be difficult to establish with certainty.  

Moss Taylor : The scientific name of the Shore Lark is Eremophila alpestris, the generic name coming from 
]ƖĲĲťШůĲċŰŔŰŊШћĬĲƚĲƖƣШũŸƻŔŰŊќШċŰĬШƣőĲШƚƓĲĦŔŉŔĦШŰċůĲШŉƖŸůШxċƣŔŰШůĲċŰŔŰŊШћŸŉШƣőĲШőŔŊőШůŸƨŰƣċŔŰƚќЮ 

The first British record was of a bird shot on the beach at Sheringham in March 1830, and the second record 
was also from the same locality, while only the second to be ringed in Britain was trapped at Cley in 1959. 

Shore Larks that visit Norfolk breed in the high tundra regions of Fennoscandia, part of the population moving 
south-west in autumn to winter along the coastal saltmarshes and beaches of north Norfolk, often in the 
company of Snow Buntings. A dramatic decline in the Fennoscandian population since the early 1950s has 
been mirrored by a marked reduction in the number of Shore Larks wintering in the British Isles since the 
1980s. However, an exceptional influx in mid-October 1998 resulted in over 200 being recorded in the NENBC 
recording area. 

The first birds of the autumn are generally seen in late September or the first half of October, and since the 
formation of the NENBC in 2015, the number of Shore Larks recorded each year has varied from zero to 18 
with double-figure counts only in 2017 (18) and 2018 (14), and an annual average of four over the last 12 years. 
However, the discovery by Alan Stevens of one at the east end of Weybourne Camp on July 14th represents the 
first Norfolk record in this month and possibly the first in the British Isles in July, since the summering birds in 
the Highlands of Scotland in the 1970s. Although it could be extremely elusive at times, it gave much pleasure 
to a large number of birders during its three-day stay. From photographs its head pattern indicated that it was 
a male of the flava race and presumably it was either an early or failed breeder from the Fennoscandian 
population.  

John Swallow 
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By Val Stubbs 

April 11 th  ð Potteric Carr: in search of the Willow Tit  

After a long journey from Cambridge to Yorkshire, the SatNav instructed us 
to turn down the very aptly named Mallard Lane, which led us to Yorkshire 
ìŔũĬũŔŉĲШÑƖƨƚƣќƚШPotteric Carr reserve. Wow! What a haven of wonderful 
watery wildness! 

In the car park, we were greeted by the twittering of a charm of 
Goldfinches . A couple of male Blackbirds  were hopping about in the grass 
in front of the visitor centre, in search of a tasty morsel. A Robin perched on 
the fence rails and observed me as I passed. In the café, whilst consuming 
enormous breakfast baps, we observed the pond. Although at first sight 
devoid of life, gradually various birds emerged т two Greylag Geese, 
several male Mallards , a male Pochard , a Little Grebe  and three Coots . A 
Grey Heron flapped its way over. On the terrace a Dunnock  hopped 
around gathering up crumbs.  

The weather had turned from the forecast cool temperatures and overcast 
skies with showers to warm bright sunshine т which under normal 
circumstances would have been most welcome. But on this occasion it 
was somewhat inconvenient as we had our dogs with us, and had thought 
they could stay in a nice cool shady car. Time for plan B, which involved 
Nick volunteering (honestly!) to stay behind with the dogs, so that I could 
pursue my ambition of finding a Willow Tit. So I set off for a tour around the 
reserve. In a meadow area, I could hear Greenfinche s and Chaffinches  
singing, while Peacock and Orange Tip butterflies fluttered about I tramped 
along the metalled track that runs along the Mother Drain, admiring the 
profusion of flowers т starburst dandelions, hooded White Dead-nettle, 
purple Ground Ivy. To my delight, two Bullfinches  flew across ahead of me. 
The Mother Drain seemed to go on forever and I began to doubt my map-
reading skills т fШƨƚƨċũũǃШƖĲũǃШŸŰШ ŔĦťШŉŸƖШůċťŔŰŊШƚƨƖĲШfШĬŸŰќƣШŊĲƣШũŸƚƣгШ
Fortunately, there were a couple of local birders who were able to point me 
in the righƣШĬŔƖĲĦƣŔŸŰЯШĤƨƣШċũƚŸШƣŸũĬШůĲШƣőċƣШƣőĲǃШőċĬŰќƣШƚĲĲŰШċŰǃШìŔũũŸƽШÑŔƣƚЯШ
which did not augur well. Finally I rounded a corner and was rewarded with 
the sight of a glorious patch of Cowslips and signs for the Blue Path. The 
woodland - mostly Alder, willows, Silver Birch and Elder - resounded with 
the sound of the song of Chiffchaff , Blue Tit, Great Tit and Blackcaps . A 
chattering Wren whirred out of the brambles and onto a pile of brash and 
just sat there allowing me a lovely view. A flock of Long-tailed Tits  flitted 
through the trees and I caught a glimpse of a small bird with a black cap т 
could it be the sought-after Willow Tit? I allowed myself to believe for a 
second, but soon registered that the jizz was wrong т my bird with a black 
cap was, of course a male Blackcap. Among the other bird song, I picked 
out a new voice - like a Chaffinch, but not quite, and then the penny 
dropped: Willow Warbler . And right on cue, one landed on a branch just 
above my head and gave me a burst of his song.  

I reached the Piper Marsh hide, from where I could see two male and one 
female Pochard, three Coot, a Canada Goose, several Mallards, and a 
male and female Gadwall . At the next hide т West Scrape т a Mute Swan 
sat on a huge mound of reeds т ŰŸƽШƣőċƣќƚШƽőċƣШfШĦċũũШċШŰĲƚƣШт with her 
partner swimming majestically nearby. A Greylag was perched on a smaller 

 

Yorkshire | O n the trail of a  Willow Tit  é 

https://www.ywt.org.uk/potteric-carr#wildlife
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version, with its mate watching over her. A swarm of Sand Martins  were 
swooping and swirling over the lake. And of course, a Coot. From the Roger 
Mitchell Hide there was a view of a Cormorant on its nest in a tree. A line of 
nine Herring Gulls  was strung out along a low island. On the water, 
Greylags and Canada Geese joined the obligatory Coot. I turned along a 
reed-lined dyke, and almost as if on cue, a 9ĲƣƣŔќƚШìċƖĤũĲƖќƚ song burst 
out from within the reeds. Turning back into woodland, I spotted my first 
Speckled Wood butterfly of the year and a resplendent male Brimstone. 
With time now against me, I yomped along as fast as I could, and narrowly 
avoided stepping on a small Grass Snake which was stretched motionless 
in the shade across the path т fШőċƻĲŰќƣШƚĲĲŰШŸŰĲШŉŸƖШůŸƖĲШƣőċŰШΝΜШǃĲċƖƚЯШƚŸШ
this was a real treat. fШĬŔƓƓĲĬШĤƖŔĲŉũǃШŔŰƣŸШÉċŔŰƣШ9ċƣőĲƖŔŰĲќƚШcŔĬĲШƣŸШŊĲƣШůǃШ
breath back. Two Black-headed Gulls  were swimming on the lake, along 
with a handful of Coots (of course) and two Little Grebes. A number of 
Mallards and Greylags were sleeping on the banks with their heads tucked 
under their wings. As I was about to leave, two Great Crested Grebes (or 
ċƚШůǃШћƻŸŔĦĲШƖĲĦŸŊŰŔƣŔŸŰќШƚŸŉƣƽċƖĲШƓƨƣШŔƣШт great crusty grapes) sailed 
across the water. A couple of Tufted Ducks  popped up from below the 
surface. Another bit of speedwalking brought me to Hawthorn Bank hide, 
where a Black-headed Gull was sitting on its nest. A small island hosted a 
number of male Shovelers . Back to the Mother Drain path, I raced along, 
pausing only briefly to look (unsuccessfully) for the Moorhen  that I heard 
calling. I finally returned to the car park nearly 2 ½ hours after I had set off.  

ÉŸШĬŔĬШfШŊĲƣШůǃШìŔũũŸƽШÑŔƣеШ?ŔĬШfШќĲĦť as like! But I had a fabulous time and 
ƚċƽШƚŸůĲШƽŸŰĬĲƖŉƨũШĤŔƖĬƚШċŰĬШŔŰƣĲƖĲƚƣŔŰŊШĤĲőċƻŔŸƨƖЮШfќũũШĬĲŉŔŰŔƣĲũǃШĤĲШĤċĦťШ
т ċŰĬШŰĲǂƣШƣŔůĲШfќũũШĤĲШƣőĲƖĲШŉŸƖШƣőĲШƽőŸũĲШĬċǃЯШċŰĬШƽŔƣőШ ŔĦťШĤĲƚŔĬĲШůĲШƣŸШ
share the joy!  

We then set off on the rest of our journey to Scarborough. En route I added 
ƚĲƻĲƖċũШƚƓĲĦŔĲƚШƣŸШƣőĲШĬċǃќƚШũŔƚƣаШƣƽŸШStarlings  on the Boothferry Rd 
roundabout, masses of Rooks in a rookery near Welham Bridge, and a 
large flock of Woodpigeons  in Langtoft. I was also interested to see a 
handful of Mallards wandering about in an arable field close to the road, 
whilst on the approach to Scarborough there was a gathering of many 
Greylags on a grassy slope. Once settled into our hotel, with a lovely view 
over the bay, we went exploring through the South Bay Gardens and along 
the prom. As befits a seaside resort, the town has a population of Feral 
Pigeons, which were flying over the rooftops. In the gardens Robins, 
Chaffinches and Wrens were singing and a pair of male Blackbirds were 
fighting viciously. As dusk approached I was intrigued to see 24 Carrion 
Crows  ŸŰШƣőĲШĤĲċĦőЮШ?ŸŰќƣШƣőĲǃШťŰŸƽШƣőċƣШƣőĲǃШċƖĲШƚƨƓƓŸƚĲĬШƣŸШĤĲШƚŸũŔƣċƖǃШ
birds? It has since been suggested to me that they may have been on 
migration and were using the beach to rest. 

April 12th ð Scarborough: Kittiwakes and Rubies  

After a hearty breakfast we meandered our way down through the South 
Bay Gardens once more. There were plenty of Chiffchaffs, tits and Wrens 
singing as we passed, and a number of Woodpigeons eating the buds of 
fruit trees. With the sun shining as we wandered along the prom, we 
ĬĲĦŔĬĲĬШƣŸШƚƣŸƓШŉŸƖШĦŸŉŉĲĲШċŰĬШċШĬŸƨŊőŰƨƣЮШÑőĲƖĲШƽĲƖĲШƓũĲŰƣǃШŸŉШћĦőŔƓШ
őċƽťƚќШŸŰШƣőĲШũŸŸťŸƨƣШŉŸƖШċШƣŔƣĤŔƣЮШ ůŸŰŊШƣőĲШcĲƖƖŔŰŊШ]ƨũũƚШƚƽŸŸƓŔŰŊШŸƻĲƖЯШfШ
noticed some more delicate gulls, and after a few minutes realised they 
had wings that looked like they had been dipped in black ink: Kittiwakes . I 
enjoyed watching them and noticed that many were nesting on the ledges 
of the buildings, including the Grand Hotel. A couple of House Sparrows 



Page 26 

 

looked rather out of place perched on the lobster pots by the harbour. A 
Great Black backed Gull  flew down to join the Herring Gulls in the 
sheltered waters of the harbour, while the Kittiwakes preferred the 
choppier more open water of the bay. 

The rest of the day was spent celebrating our Ruby wedding anniversary by 
eating copious amounts of delicious food and much reminiscing about the 
years we have spent together and the fun we have had along the way.  

April 13th ð Bempton and Flamborough Head for a Seabird Fest  

It was back to some serious birding, with a trip to RSPB Bempton Cliffs. On 
arrival I enquired whether they still had Tree Sparrows љ§őШǃĲƚњШƚċŔĬШƣőĲШ
lady and pointed at a tree just in front of us, where one was perched as if 
glued there for the benefit of visitors. There were masses of the little 
beauties, with a wide range of nest box designs to tempt even the most 
fussy of them. A Pied Wagtail  strutted about on the roof of the visitor 
centre. En route to the cliffs we gained views of Chaffinch, Blackbird, a pair 
of Dunnock and Linnets . A Skylark  was singing as it ascended on fluttering 
wings. On the top of the hedge were a Blue Tit and three Woodpigeons. I 
ƽċƚШŢƨƚƣШƣőŔŰťŔŰŊШƣőċƣШfШőċĬŰќƣШƚĲĲŰШċШJackdaw when we rounded a corner 
and 40 flew up from the grassland.  

Reaching the cliffs we were dazzled by masses of sparkling white Gannets 
sailing through the sky along the cliff edges. On the sea, rafts of 
Guillemots , Razorbills and Kittiwakes were bobbing up and down on the 
gentle waves. It was time to get the telescope out and have a proper look. 
After a few minutes of enjoying watching them, I spotted a couple of 
smaller, chunkier birds, with bright orange feet, and as they turned their 
heads, it became obvious that they were Puffins ! Over the course of the 
day we got our eye in and could pick them out as they flew in to their 
burrows in the cliffs. Among the whirl of gulls circling, the stiff wingbeats of 
Fulmars stood out. All along the cliff faces Guillemots, Razorbills, Fulmars 
and Kittiwakes were nesting cheek by jowl, and the calling of seabirds was 
constant. Several Feral Pigeons, looking very much like proper Rock Doves, 
flew past. A Shag flew low over the water, and later in the afternoon, Nick 
had a great view of one flapping its wings and preening at the base of the 
cliffs. A Grey Seal popped its head out of the water. We spent several hours 
enjoying the spectacle of this mass of  marine life, but finally it was time to 
head back to the café for our daily scone-fix. As we walked back, a 
Meadow Pipit  squeaked and dithered over our heads. We passed a small 
pond where a pair of Moorhens were tending a single chick. Three 
Swallows swooped over the grassland on the hunt for insects and a 
Goldfinch watched us from the top of a willow.  

We drove a few miles down the coast to Flamborough Head т where I had 
seen my first Puffin at the age of eight. Two female Pheasants  were 
wandering about among the scrub, by the car park. By the cliffs we  heard 
ƣőĲШƨŰůŔƚƣċťċĤũĲШљƓĲĲƓШƓĲĲƓњШŸŉШċŰШOystercatcher  and looking up spied 
two of the sea-pies flying over. In a small cove, 90 Grey Seals were hauled 
up on the beach with a further dozen or so popping their heads out of the 
sea from time to time. Out at sea, there were long strings of auks streaming 
North, in groups of hundreds. A steady flow of groups of 10 or more 
Gannets were also heading North. As we walked back to the car, we were 
surprised to see a Mallard sail over our heads т ŔƣШŢƨƚƣШĬŔĬŰќƣШŉĲĲũШũŔťĲШƣőĲШ
right habitat somehow! Meadow Pipits were twittering at the top of bushes, 
and Skylarks were singing overhead and three Magpies flew across, 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/days-out/reserves/bempton-cliffs
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chattering away. A flock of Goldfinches and Linnets twittered as they swept 
from bush to bush.  

April 14th ð Farndale: Vale & Moor  

We decided to have a quieter day, so headed inland towards Farndale, to 
see the wild native daffodils. En route, as we drove through Thornton-le-
Dale, three House Martins  swooped among the houses, four Swallows 
were perched on the wires and a Buzzard circled. As we drove across the 
moors I had my fingers and toes crossed that we might spot a grouse. Two 
miles from Low Moor, Nick suddenly pulled off the road and announced 
ƣőŔƚШƽċƚШљċŰШċƨƚƓŔĦŔŸƨƚШƚƓŸƣњЯШƚŸШŸƨƣШƽĲШőŸƓƓĲĬЮШfШĦƖŸƚƚĲĬШƣőĲШƖŸċĬШċŰĬШ
immediately noticed a sign which announced that the area was important 
for breeding Curlew and Lapwing, and lo and behold, we heard a Curlew  
calling and one soared around, bubbling, and landed in a nearby field 
where we were able to watch it. We ambled up a track through the heather,  
ƽőĲŰШƽĲШƽĲƖĲШƣƖĲċƣĲĬШƣŸШƣőĲШћĦƖŸŰťШĦƖŸŰťќШŸŉШċШRaven, which flapped its 
way over the moor with a stick in its beak. As we crested the brow of the 
hill, I spotted a splendid male Red Grouse picking its way through the 
heathland т it was the only one we saw, but what a spanking bird! In the 
clearings between the heather, Skylarks were hopping about, and on a 
slightly taller bush, a male Stonechat  perched, bobbing its tail. Two Red-
legged Partridges trotted up the track away from us. We returned to the 
car, but peered over the wall to see if we could spot the Curlew again, and 
there it was. I also noticed something sticking up out of the long grass and 
then up popped the head of a Lapwing. Having got my eye in, I picked out a 
further four in the same field, and then we were treated to a display flight 
ƽŔƣőШůƨĦőШƓŔƖŸƨĲƣƣŔŰŊШċŰĬШћƓĲĲƽŔƣ-ŔŰŊќЮШìőċƣШċШƚƓũĲŰĬŔĬШƚƓĲũũШŸŉШ
birdwatching delight.  

We reached Farndale at midday. The car park was alive with Blackbirds, 
and a pair of pretty Collared Doves were cooing on a roof. We made our 
way along the daffodil walk which followed the meanders of the River Dove. 
The walk was delightful, with swathes of delicate Wild Daffodils festooning 
the banks and mases of other wild flowers т Dog Violets, Primroses, Wood 
Anemones, and the constant tinkling of the stream and a chorus of bird 
song. In the top of a tree, a Song Thrush was singing and after a while we 
were able to pick it out among the young leaves. Other singers included 
Robins, Blackcaps, Chaffinches and a Chiffchaff hopping about in the 
canopy and advertising its presence constantly. A boggy area boasting a 
glorious display of Kingcups yielded a Muscovy Duck  sitting on a tussock. 
fŰШƣőĲШƽŔũũŸƽƚЯШƽĲШőĲċƖĬШƣőĲШљƓŔƣĦőŸƨњШŸŉШċШMarsh Tit and the repetitive 
song of a Coal Tit.  

We were getting quite hungry by this point so were chuffed to round the 
next corner and find oursel  ves at the Daffy Caffy (great name!). We sat 
ourselves down in the garden and were entertained by loads of Chaffinches 
feasting on the feeders and joined occasionally by a Blackbird or two, 
though these were not as successful at extracting the food. A pair of Blue 
Tits were in and out of a crevice in the wall of the building where they 
evidently had a nest. While we consumed our pasties, a Red Kite soared 
overhead and we heard an Oystercatcher calling. As we prepared for the 
return leg, two Black-headed Gulls flew down the valley. Our walk back 
produced a Mistle Thrush  singing its melancholy tune in a tall tree and 
three Goldfinches twittering nearby. A group of Long-tailed Tits were 
contact calling. On our way back to Scarborough, we drove through 
Hutton-le-Hole, where we spied a Kestrel sitting in a tree.  












































