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ros Corner

By John Swallow

You may remember in my March Chag Corner So what were the things | noticed during my recent
extolling the virtues of my local Blackbirds in the visit in early May. Well | could still get to the summit
dawn chorus and | suggested not to wait for the of Peny-Ghent, the route up the waterfall in Goredale
official date, the first Sunday in May each year. Well | Scar however now looks inaccessible! | saw Dipper,
am no longer being woken by my local Blackbirds, Grey Wagtail and lots of nesting Wheatear and

and that is with the windows open as we swétr in Meadow Pipits. A passing Raven graced the skyline

this unusual, or is it now the usual, hot spell. | think  and the occasional bubbling Curlew, perhaps 3 to 4

the chorus significantly reduced by the end of May. | pairs enhanced the soundscape. BUT no Lapwing at
mentioned this to another birder friend and he has all! They are hardly a shy bird but as they are one of
had the same experience. While not scientific is it the birds | was amazed by all those years ago | was

possible that the exceptional dry pring we have had  worried.

ended my local Blackbirds breeding attempt as they | am writing this now at the end of June after

failed to find food with the ground baked har@We spendings a few days walking in Swaledale, some
shall have to await the results of this yeas BTO mjles north of Malham but still in the Yorkshire Dales
7T WRUTRUDWZRET WEe T 20! ALWH2 qlgbrd ardlinstiet tHf wWatkéts with dogs had
In early May | enjoyed a short break to Limestone their dogs on leads and there were many signs on
country north to Malham near Settle and climbing gate posts explaining why this was important for

Penry-Ghent. | visited this area on a School Trip, my ground nesting birds. At least in this area it seems to
first time away from home without my parents, in my be paying off. | came across several pairs of Lapwing,
last year at Junior school before moving on to Big some with chicks, plenty of bubbling Curlew, several
School. As a boy | grew up in Leeds, an industrial city, piping Golden Plover and even a Shegared Owl.|

at the heart of the large West Yorkshire Conurbation. felt relieved, my worst fears were not true, the

My parents took me on holidays to Scarborough and Lapwings that had inspired me over 50 years were
Blackpool. Arriving in the Malham area | was amazed still present and protection was in place to help

by the countryside and hills. Hearing birdong and them. Even the dawn chorus here was different. | was
especially the sound of Lapwing made a great woken by Song Thrush, Wren and Willow Warbler all
impression on me. Walking the river near Ingleton | singing heartily by theRiver Swale.

found a fossil and carried it for miles. On returning | reflected on the value of early years experiences. |
home I told my parents of this wondrous area and as 5y syre many of my classmates on the same school
a family we started hill walking and takingolidays trip did not become geologiss or birders but would

each year to. the NW Highlands. _This early visit fired  p5ve peen positively influenced, responding to
my imagination and led me to enjoy geomorphology gjfferent cues and leading different but changed
and eventually study geology. It also planted the lives. We must continue to offer opportunities for our

birding bug in me. All came together a few years later yqung People to widen their experience. The benefits
when | worked as a geologist and beganirding after 51 nuge to us all.

meeting a keen birder during my first job in

Edinburgh. Good birding John

Lapwing | Moss Taylor "




A Note from the Editor

wes
By Carol Thornton

Welcome to our July newsletter !
Welcome to our new member s

And relax! We are windindown a bit over the summer with We look forward to seeing you soon!
our activityschedule but theravas still plenty othings going
on during Junevhich you canead about hereand we still
havea selection of walkduring this monthfor you to join us
on.

* Cathy Batchelar & Simon Waller *
* Teresa Keane *

If you have any queries, just drop us an email

As well as walk reports, this month we are showcasing the g, -
first of our UEA Environmental Consultarmyjects, with '
al AdASQa NI L2 Ndie 22.\Wet aghinthag 0
been all go at the Cromer Peregrine Project Watchpoint :

on migration birding in Swien (pagel8) ¢ anyone else fancy
writing us something up for next montiW¥e are still
beavering away behind the scenes on our 282% Report
which we hope to have published late summ€alking of
which, my usual cadf if anyone has any of their birgelated
artwork they would like me to include in the reportthen
please send me the images across.

A bit of excitement in my villageower Greshantast month when a homelessd lonesome @acock was doing the
rounds looking for auitable garden to live in, taking in a couple of member plots on its travatsto from Andrew
Crossley

TheW ¢ K NB dz3 pid-fortheSrgn&c@verof birds seerf | & (i Y 23/dzdS @il i@rSdi@bly we had quite
a variety From the top leftacrossGreylag GoosgDoug Culla DC],Mallard [DC],Redlegged PartridggRichard
Farrow RF]Blue Tit[Steven & Barbara Lines S&Bldngtailed Tit[Ollie Allison] Egyptian Goos¢DC],Robin
[S&BL]Blackbird[Philip Cartlidge]Moorhen [RF],Swallow[Alan Stevens]Coal TifKen Thornton]Mute Swan
[DQ. ForJudy our themewill be dirds and water 8so gé clickingat the coast, lakes, ponds atongwaterway$

AAAAA

Beloware myfavourite member photsfromJun& &St SOGSR FNRY (KS 2ySa (Kl
NENBC Bird Highlights section of the more unusual specegrecarious Stonechat from Jane Crossen, Skylark i
action from Andrew Crossley and Green Woodpedi@an Mark Clements.




NENBC Bird Highlights dJune 202 6

By Carol Thornton

All records are from the NENBC website and submitted by | a 7,025 individual records covering 147 bird
members unless otherwise stated. No use of Al to help species were added in  June
collate this report this month!

June 2026 | Highlights this month were a probable White-winged Black Tern off West Runton, Manx
Shearwater in good numbers on 5 dates, aHoney-buzzard at Swanton Novers,Black Kite drifting over
Swanton Novers and aHoopoe in a Weybourne gardenA large number ofQuail records were great news too
See fuller details below.

Brent Goose | A single west at Sheringham on"2
and one on sea before heading west at Weybourne
on 11",

Barnacle Goose | Three birds west close in seen
from Sheringham and Weybourne on 12 2=

Eider | A drake west at Sheringham on'§ 2 east and
6 on sea at Weybourne on 1§ a single at West

Runton on 17, 4 west past Weybourne on 22 with a
drake west there on 2% plus12 east, presumably .
over a seawatch session, on 28, Photo 1 courtesy of § o {
Mark Clements

Grey Partridge | All 3 records were in the Weybourne | .}\”
area with one on the Camp on '8, and 2 birds seen 5
locally there on both 17" and 18". Photo 2 courtesy & ) *
of Andrew Crossley

Qualil | Quite a month for sightings of this usually elusive bird fromithrough to 30". Most were records of
singing birds only, with some nocturnal flight calls recorded over Sheringham on 3 occasions but one fantastic
report of a bird briefly visiting a Beeston Regis gardeBirds were heard at Weybourne Heath (8 9", 10", 14",

19 26M), Sheringham sites (9, 14",15%, 24"), Selbrigg Pond (1'1), Swanton Novers (12), Baconsthorpe (15,
16M), other Weybourne sites (18, 20", 27", 28", 29"), West Runton (18), Southrepps Common (21), Holt
Country Park & Lowes (24) and Felbrigg Park & Lake (30 Photo 3 courtesy of Julian Bhalereo

e
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Nightjar | Plenty of Nightjar reports this month from 5
sites T Cawston Heath (on 2 dates, with max count of
3 on 19"), Holt Country Park & Lowes (3 dates with
max of 7 on 1), Kelling Heath (8 dates with max of 6
on 14" and 25"), Weybourne (3 dates) and
Weybourne Heath (12 dates with max 5 on ¥%. Most
records were of churring and wingclapping with a
good number of flight views tooPhoto 4 courtesy of
David Griffiths

Cuckoo | Singles over Holt on 1, Pretty Corner
Wood on 6", Weybourne Cliffs area on 19and

Muckleburgh Hill on 27" where one was calling
regularly for at least 2 hours.

Stone-curlew | Four lucky members got to see this
bird at Weybourne / Weybourne Camp on®lwhere it
was in view for 10minutes.

Avocet | Two birds were west offshore at Weybourne
on 5" and 11" and east there on 24 and 30".

Whimbrel | One west calling at West Runton onsy, 2
east at Sheringham on 2, 3 (1 east and 2 west) at
Weybourne on 9'and 1 west there on 12.

Bar-tailed Godwit | One heading north at Walcott on
5% 5 west at West Runton on 17and 1 west at
Sheringham on the same day with another single
west at Weybourne on 25.

Knot | The only record was a nocturnal flight call over |
a Sheringham garden on 13

Woodcock | A single bird was seen at Holt Country
Park & Lowes at dusk on'®

Kittiwake | Records on 7 dates between 3and 15"
of predominantly 1-2 birds from Sheringham and
Weybourne with a high of 4 there on'7and 3 at West
Runton on 9.

Caspian Gull | Just on record of a bird at West
Runton on . Photo 5 courtesy of Mark Clements

Sandwich Tern | Sixty five records throughout the
month predominantly from Weybourne[28 dates,
high count 285 over 4 hrs on 1] but with other
records from Sheringham [9 dates, high count 77 on
2], West Runton [7 dates, high count 79 on'8,
Walcott [2 on 3"], Beeston Bump [8 on 9], Bacton [1 on 23], Cromer [24"] and Overstrand [2 on 23]. Photo 6
courtesy ofMark Clements

Little Tern | Forty seven records throughout the month, with suggestions from observers they are likely part of
the Eccles colony. Records from Beeston Bump [1 on"), Happisburgh [2 dates with max 23 on 1%,
Sheringham [7 dates, max 50 ons], West Runton [5 dates, max 97 on'§ and Weybourne sites [21 dates, max
77 on 7). Although most reports were of birds in flight, there were plenty of reports of feeding close in or on
tide line and of resting on beach.

White -winged Black Tern | A probable record of this species feeding distantly offshore in the failing light,
occasionally alighting on buoys off West Runton on 20

Black Tern | One record of a single west past Weybourne on 10
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Puffin | One east with a Guillemot at West Runton on
21t

Red-throated Diver | One west at Sheringham on 6,
1 east at Weybourne on 1%, again there on 12,

Fulmar | Forty two records throughout the month of
mostly 1-3 birds along the coast from Weybourne to
Happisburgh. High count of 8 off Weybourne on 12

Manx Shearwater | Thirtyeight east at Weybourne
on 7", 23 east in a single flock at Sheringham ori"88
east Weybourne on 12, 14 there (11 west and 3
east) on 13" and 5 east off West Runton on 20

Spoonbill | Records on 5 dates from the Weybourne
area. Two circling high offshore at West Runton on
3, 2 juveniles west at Weybourne on Iland again
there on 12", 4 heading east over the coast path at the Camp on 2&and a juvenile west offshore on 28.
Photo 7 courtesy of Russell Page

Bittern | Provisional record via a nocturnal flight call recording over a Sheringham garden on"181:06.
Great White Egret | One west at West Runton on 10and 3 east offshore at Weybourne on 29
Honey-buzzard | One lazily drifted south over Swanton Novers on7

Goshawk | At Swanton Novers, there were records of singles ori"419" and 215 with 2 over the woods there
on 7. Elsewhere, a single circling over Kelling Heath and one east, high, over Weybourne ofi.15

Black Kite | A single reported over Swanton Novers on®dH ! WY U WG 2 #t ! WHG2 HWGAG 3G HIII
west on the wind, shadowedn close company by two red kites, presumably not happy with this stranger in
their air space. On view for approx ten minutes, affording great comparison between the two species. Only
one other observer present, who called it out and managed to get some&leo recording. Two very happy
birders and a first for myself. Reported over Pensthorpe at 12:30, twenty minutes after first seen at the raptor
5¢cqAG6GGYRUqAWs 6 RAGWs ¢t W6 JWNIUWI ¢dWwl RI DAqRYULWRq Ws ¢
Hoopoe | Onein a garden in Weybourne on 224

Kingfisher | Birds reported at Blickling Park, Selbrigg Pond, Saxthorpe and Itteringham.

Bee-eater | Heard over Beachwood Avenue, Aylmerton orf"ut too high to see.

Hobby | Over 30 records this month(1st to 24") from 12 locations, both coastal and inland With the exception
of a pair flying together at West Runton on5 all records were of singles, including observations from 3
member gardens.

Peregrine | All reports this month were of the Cromer Church pair and their 3 juvenileSee the Cromer
Peregrine Project report for detailon page 26

Raven |One at West Runton on 27, a Briston garden
record on 28" and 2 nearby on 29.

Marsh Tit | Three records, all of singles and all at
Beeston Common on 24, 29" and 30". Photo 8
courtesy ofJane Crossen

Woodlark | We arenot including detailed
information in the newsletter of the locations of this
species during the breeding season| Over 20 .5
records, mostly of 1-2 birds but with 3 on 3 and 13", i“y ]4'\‘ "
4 on18"and 5on 12" ‘ \

Willow Warbler | Twenty two records over 15 dates, 3 R\

mainly of singles at Kelling Heath. Elsewhere, 2 at £
Bacton Woods on 3, 1 at Holt Country Park & Lowes

7
y
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on 5", 3 singing at Beeston Regis Heath on 24vith an additional report from Muckleburgh Hill on 13.

Grasshopper Warbler | A single heard only at
Weybourne on a few dates between®iand 19", one
at Beeston Common on 1@ which was also seen.
Photo 9 courtesy of Mark Clements

Lesser Whitethroat | Over 20 records from 12
locations, but predominantly Weybourne. Mostly
singles, often heard only, with 2 reported at
Weybourne on 15.

Dartford Warbler | We arenot including detailed
information in the newsletterof the locations of this
species during the breeding season| Records of
singles from one location.

Firecrest | Singles at Sheringham Park, High Kelling
and Aylmerton on 3, up to 2 birds (but possibly
more) at Weybourne on 12 and again 14 plus a
single in woodland at Sheringham Park on 24

Spotted Flycatcher | Records of mostly singles at
Alby, Blickling Park, Melton Constable, Saxthorpe (2)
Swanton Novers and Weybourne.

Black Redstart | A female / immature in a
Sheringham garden on 28.

Yellow Wagtail | Three flight calls picked up on a
nocturnal recording over a Sheringham garden orf'l

Grey Wagtail | Sixteen records 12 birds from 9
locations (Blickling Park, Southrepps Common,
Corpusty & Saxthorpe, Beeston Common, Selbrigg
Pond, Gresham, Dilham Canal, Kelling Heath,
Itteringham), with additionally a high count of 4 at £
Mannington Hall Park on 7. Photo 10 courtesy of Richard Farrow

Common Crossbill | A single east over Beeston Commonon 2 UT W¢ WT2 2 JURG WWR U WE WE
Aylmerton on 30"

Juy: What to | ook forward @@] l

July is definitely one of the quieter months in the blrdlng calendar but there is still plenty going on. Breeding
HRI Tt Wac! WwAYUqRUz UWqYWnda 3T nUW YeUnWet W6 W 26Galdl L
the continued return migration d some wader species such afRuff, Black-tailed Godwit, Green Sandpiper

and Dunlin. Check out inland scrapes and pools as well as watching for passing birds at the coast. Sea
watching can be rewarding, and a bit warmer, with the first returning adult waders still in splendid breeding
plumage. Terns will be travelling to feed further o$hore often attracting the marauding Arctic Skua and north
51t qWs ROT + W6 ¢2W0WGI W2RYet G! WGI YT e BT WOYI ! kt WEGJCI 5

The summer may also be a good opportunity to explore sites within our area that you have not yet visited.
Check out the Locations section of the website for details of thesdf you look at the Wordsearclon page 32

I Yleske what a great collection of birds we had turn up last July, so you never know what you might be lucky
enough to catch up with!

If the bird watching seems slow, then now is usually a good time to focus your nocs on butterflies or
dragon/damselflies and perhaps brush up on your identification of these. Any reasonable bodies of water
such as the lakes at Felbrigg and Blickling Hallsre a good place to start looking for dragonflies.

Page7


https://www.bto.org/develop-your-skills/bird-identification/videos/identifying-ruff
https://www.bto.org/develop-your-skills/bird-identification/videos/identifying-black-tailed-and-bar-tailed-godwit
https://www.bto.org/develop-your-skills/bird-identification/videos/wood-and-green-sandpiper
https://www.bto.org/develop-your-skills/bird-identification/videos/bto-bird-id-knot-and-dunlin

Observations from | ast moMimbér Esdral

Quiail | I heard a couple of brief calls, one call recorded,
distantly to the south between 21.50 and 21.53 totally

£ N

> Calling all those members out there who
@ dabble in nocturnal recordings of ovesflying

ARI Tt Ws WG ydur tolfitied rdt6rdsG
on the’website.
N6I! W YOk quWAYe UqlagVYsc¢cl T+ W fe

they are an interesting addition to our data. Supporting
sonogram images welcome. But what about those off
the-waiHdentifications the analysis software comes up
with? The advancements in technology i@ great but
they are a guide rather than a definitive ID so you do
need to check your recordings yourself using website
databases like Xeno-Canto or BirdNet for example.
Adet Wl YUk qUWaYNWa6 3t WWhT Y| K

HeqWl YW | YGWet We¢ UWIIG ¢ RG Wa Y LU
Qordsofthe month!

It would appear that again his month Andy Clarke
was the only member doing noemig recordings
over his Sheringham garden. He had 13 species in
June over the four dates he was recordingl*t, 13",
14" and 20". Water Rail, Sandwich Tern, Qualil
(three records on the * three dates above, with 9
calls directly overhead on the 1), Oystercatcher,
Yellow Wagtail, Skylark, Curlew, Knot, Bittern,
Wigeon, Moorhen, Little Ringed Plover, Golden
Plover.

TV

Woodpigeon | Picking bits off our "green” roof at least
now | know why there's hardly anything growing on jtVal

unexpected during Woodcock Survey! Heard during BTO  Stubbs | Weybourne | 7

Woodcock Survey] John Swallow | Holt Country Park &
Lowes | 24"

Little Grebe | nest building. One ran up side of reservoir
and chased off a carrion crow, presumably because it was

Mute Swan | one very small cygne{ Stuart Jones | Felbrigg close to the nest.| Phil Borley | Thornage | 18
Park & Lake | 87 This is the only record of any cygnets at  Stone-curlew | After a good scan from Mucklebrgh quite

Felbrigg this yearThere was a later than usual nest
observed but it is likely that any eggs or young were
predated quickly.

Swift | A tight group of 30+ plus Swift high over the

relieved (for only time) when a model aircraft being flown
over the camp flushed the (unseen) bird from somewhere
near the western end of the camp and it flew, calling once,
eastwards and soon lost to view behind trees. Not a

common and slowly drifting downwind, apparently feeding fantastic sighting but..... | David Griffiths | Weybourne

on a closely packed food source; flying antsPDave
Billham | Beeston Common | 8

Camp | I
Oystercatcher | Holding up traffic by walking up the

Woodpigeon | At bird feeder at window sill. Only seems to middle of the road| Kala & Mike Nobbs | East Beckham |

attract wood pigeons.| Andrew Gorton | Cromer | 5L

1 1th
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https://xeno-canto.org/species/Spinus-spinus
https://birdnet.cornell.edu/
https://cr-birding.org/
https://iceni.shinyapps.io/sightings/
https://app.bto.org/euring/lang/pages/rings.jsp

Oystercatcher | On field by Deadmaris. Seen to fly off
carrying prey (large worm?)|. Tony Pope | Weybourne
Cliffs | 14"

Oystercatcher | The pair at Hillside Shire Horse Sanctuary
successfully hatched all three eggs, last one hatching
Friday afternoon. All three still alive today and theye
migrated from the pond to the Donkey Field and are
foraging with their parents.| Ellie Farrow | 24 and | At
Hillside Shire Horse Sanctuary sadly only one chick seen
all at today. The other two have disappeared, presumed
predated. | 26"

Kittiwake | West - strangely flying in close formation with 2
Sandwich Terng Russell Page | Weybourne | 11

Herring Gull | 46xNot exactly exciting but an unusually
large number feeding on the pasture out back of ours
under lovely rainbow arch! The usual number would be
zero! Presumably attracted by food caused by the recent
rains. Mainly adult with a few third year and one second
year. Clearly a good food source as if spooked by walkers
on nearby track they simply circle and rdand. All walking
long distances back and forth. Suddenly all left as one
after about 45 minutes.| Stu Buck | Antingham &radfield
| 8"

Herring Gull | Over garden , one with a mouse in its bill,
being harassed by otherg Phil Borley | Edgefield | 18

Herring Gull |9 east. 84 west. One west carrying a sand
eel, harassed, chased by two herring gulls, dropped sand
eel, taken by gull, tern immediately turned back east,
presumably to return for more sand eel. Nature is tough at
times. | Phil Borley | Weybourne |'9

Little Tern | 11xFeeding right on the shoreline, catching
very small fish. Also spending time on the beach passing
fish to, presumably, their mate, and preening| Dave
Bilham | Sheringham | 2

Fulmar | Surprised to see one flying along the cliffs, no
sign of breeding activity] Stella Baylis | Happisburgh |5
Sparrowhawk | Large female soaring, causing some
debate among assembled birders hoping for a Go$.Andy
Clarke | Swanton Novers | 19

Sparrowhawk | female. roadside with caught juvenile
wood pigeon, sparrowhawk flew off as | drove by. although
the wood pigeon was not dead it was unable to fly off.

Phil Borley | Kelling Heath | 25

Buzzard | One dangling something from talons maybe a
snake?| Kala & Mike Nobbs | Pigneys Wood | 1.3

Buzzard | 6xMinimum count. One dark individual
frequently hovering. At least two different birds indulging
in display flights over Great Wood, with 'butterfly’ wing
flapping and frequent plunge dives| Andy Clarke |
Swanton Novers | 19

Great Spotted Woodpecker | adult with 2 juveniles

(which keep themselves apart) have been coming to the
fat ball feeders umpteen times a day for he past couple of
weeks. Despite rehanging some xmas decs in front of the
patio doors, one of the juveniles still flies into the window
every day| Carol Thornton | Gresham | 111

Great Spotted Woodpecker | Unusual record for me-
heard one calling on Skelding Hill in the undergrowth by
the Coastwatch hut and then it flew towards the
cemetery/allotment area. Could have been a juvenile. I've
certainly never seen one there beforel Jane Crossen |
Sheringham Cliffs | 22¢

Hobby | Hirundines all flocked together over garden
making lots of noise. Then hobby shot through them,
turned and had another go but was unsuccessfull Gary
Bunting | Edgefield | 1%

Peregrine | 5xIn 8 years spent watching Cromer
peregrines | had only seen a bird (the female in each case)
catch a feral pigeon around the church, with many failed
attempts. Today the female stooped north of the church,
then flew up with a tan coloured feral pigeon, with was
dropped and intercepted by one of the juveniles, just after
this one of the juvenile males intercepted a another
pigeon and carried it to the church. It rather looked as if
the pigeon didn't realise the danger as the juvenile took it
in level flightwith seeming ease.| Julian Thomas | Cromer |
25th

Hooded Crow | Alighted on the fir tree viewed from the
house, north of the salt bin on High Street. Although not
seen here for several months, surely the same individual
that has spent two winters here| John Hurst | Mundesley |
7

Marsh Tit | Calling as it fed in trees in SW corner wood.
First I've seen on the Common for over two yeargFrancis
Farrow | Beeston Common | 24

Sand Martin | Number is a guestimate. I've not been along
to Skelding Hill much as on Cromer Peregrine duty most of
the time! So it was really nice to discover a Sand Martin
colony where I've not seen them before. Right next to the
Coastwatch hut but nicely tucked awayso no disturbance
by people or dogs! Lovely, lovely views. They were very
active and clearly some nearly fledged juvs hanging about.
| Jane Crossen | Sheringham Cliffs | 22

Sand Martin | 177xNever seen so many! 97 on the wires in
Mill Lane, with 3Godd on the hedges, and another 30 odd
flying around, as well as 20 hunting over clifftop grassland
| Val Stubbs | Weybourne Cliffs | 29

House Martin | Still only seen one. | hope there's a
partner on a nest somewherg Stephanie Witham | North
Walsham | 8"

House Martin | two occupied nests on house| Phil Borley |
Edgefield | 17

Whitethroat | Great views again. The juwas begging for
the food but the adults were ignoring it. He/she/it was
trying to catch the butterflies- to no avail! Lovely to watch
though! I'll put some nice vid | got on twitter/blueskyj
Jane Crossen | Sheringham Cliffs | 25

Blackbird | M singing, F on front path, 2 juvs (but not
recently fledged- long tails) on new water feature
designed for insects not birds, knocked everything over
time for a rethink!| Val Stubbs | Weybourne | 29
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/ Bird Ventures of Holt \

Our club sponsors offer a 5% discount on ewn
branded wild bird food to NENBC members all
year. They also stock feeders aswimuch more
and are always happy to offer advice. Have a lo:
at their websitehttps://birdventures.co.uk or pop
by their shop Free local delivery available.

Bird Ventures | The Wildlife Shop
9B Chapel Yard, Albert Street
Holt NR25 6HG

Telephone 01263 710203
salesbirdventures@aol.com
Monday 10:15ar¥5:00pm

PAN

Bird

Ventures
——

W WLOUR O

N

We are busy working on the 2025 Bird
Report in preparation for printing later in
the summerAs usual, we would love to
showcase member artwork so if you have

any sketches, paintings or other artwork o
birds, rare or common, that appeared inrot
club area last year, please take a photo ¢

7

Calling All Artists!

Tuesday to Saturday 9:00a5100pm

NENBC WhatsApp group s

We have 3! We need yourabile humberto sign
you up for any of them and you will need to
activate WhatsApp on your phone if you are not
already using it. There are a few rules on the 1
two groupswhich you will need to agree to on sig
up that ensures they run as smoothly as possible
for our volunteer administrators and the instant
info you get is of usd?lease be aware that like all
WhatsApp groups, your number will be visible to
Fff GK24aS 2y (GKS 3ANERdz
them.

is administered by
Trevor Williams and is for any active and
participating seawatchers along the north east
Norfolk coast whether they are club members or
not.
is administered by Tony Forster
and is solely for club members to share news on
the location of interesting birds within the club
area
has been set up so
we have a means of contacting members quickly
and easily without going through the email /
6504AGS NRdzIS® 28 LI Iy
sending out reminders a day or two befor
scheduled club events
letting folk know where we are running a
shorty 2 0 A OSLIQt @By i 2
published schedule
advising to any lagninute changes to
scheduled events
Unlike the othelwWhatsAppgroups only the
Admins can send messages oitS Y 6 S N&
be abletoresponddA I Al a2 @K

‘
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lot of traffic oniit. Itg 2 y Q (i
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\them and send them in toenbc@aol.co.y

Newsletter Contributions \

The more folk who contribute articles for
this monthly newsletter, the richer the
NBIFRH | 2dz R2y Qi K
expert to write something with a birding
link ¢ long or short, with or without
photos, trips, anecdotes, questions you
want answered, surveys you have beer
doing, equipment or books you likeyou
would be surprised the number of
members who would be interested in
reading what you have to say. Please g¢

in touch onnenbc@aol.co.ukf you can

Qelp. We would love to hear from yy

We could do with some more book
donations for our birds and other nature
book stall at our indoor events. We have

rather a lot of Field Guides for most of th
g2NI R Al ¢g2dZ R &
necessarily need more of those, but we
could do with a wider rangef@eading
material from home and away. If you hav
any books languishing on your shelves
please bring them along to one of our
events or drop us an email on

( Speaker Suggestions \

We are always on the lookout for
recommendations for speakers for our
indoor programme, or ideas you may hawv
of subjects we could cover. If you have ar
thoughts, please drop Alan and email on
ahstevens52@gmail.com

\ Thank you! )
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What 6s On?
General Event Information 0 please see our website for full details

Overview General Walks Information

Talks on the last Thursday

evening of the month at Please wear clothing suitable to conditions - footpaths can be muddy at
Gresham Village Hall from any time of the year

Sep-Nov and Jan-Apr, also . ' . .
available live via Zoom YOUNG PEOPLE: Children are always welcome if accompanied by

well -behaved adults and we would be happy to see young members
aged 16 and 17 attend unaccompanied with prior written consent from a
parent or guardian who has also supplied a phone number where they
: can be contacted in an emergency.
' Varied monthly weekend

sl i) i 68 @yl DOGS: We regret no dogs except assistance dogs .

one from Sep-Ju EQUIPMENT: Binoc_:ulgrs are always recommended to gain full _
enjoyment from your birding and for some of our walks , a scope is
_ definitely usefulbut dondt forget youoll
% Coordinated Seawatch

* Walks Weeks ACCESSIBILITY :Unfortunatelymost of our wal ks ¢
* Christmas Social & AGM wheelchair users but please do contact us on nenbc@aol.co.uk _to see
* New Yeards Day which of our events are or could be adapted to  be so.

- Challenge BADGES: Birds seen on club -area walks count towards individual Star
' NENBC Big Sit badges & if you walk or cycle from home, they also count towards your
% Global Big Bird Day Eco-Badges.

tiviti :
;(.: vites : BOOKING: Inachange from previousyears -you gener al |y
irding for Beginners . . .
Eriee to book for any of our walks so just turn up on the day if you fancy it . We
ST TSN advise joining the Wh atsApp Comms group which we will always use if
updé sessions we have to make any last minute changes. There may be the occasional
Car-sharing is always time we do need advance numbers and bookings and if this is the case it

encouraged, or even better, will say so on our publicity
walking or cycling .

R Walks around Felbrigg Park
on the 3@ Wednesday
morning of the month Sep -Jul

Special events including:

Felbrigg Park Walk s| 15" July Sea Palling to Eccles on Sea
Walk 1 | 9:00am to 11:00am [° 2+ m| A bit of a *** A Little Tern Walk with Stella Baylis ***

e s el bl Saturday 4% July |9:30am to 1:00pm
Walk 2 | 9:30am to 11:00am [° 1 m | Slow and

steady with Nick Kimber Prior booking is requiredor this walk, maximum 10 participants, to

Ourtwo Felbrigg Park walks are sociable minimise disturbance. Emailnenbc@aol.co.uk
events and cater for all levels of birding This walk will focus on the stunning Little Terns at Eccles on Sea.

- ‘ ‘ Last year this colony was the largest in the UK, with 270 pairs
DIy S CHIE e glve us a tr.yTh_e P .IS fledging over 400 chicks. The chatter of Little Terns on a beautiful
a staggered start with us all meeting up in

h fa beach is surely the sound of summer! There may be Ringed Plover
the café afterwards at 11am.Our routes are nesting and walking to and from the colony takes in coastal scrub

d_eF’_endent on the local bird .and other and sand dunes, with warblers, finches and raptors all possible.
wildlife recently reported or likely to be We hope the RSPB wardenwill be able to meet us at the colony to
present on the day. We normally see tell us about the history of the site and ecology of Little Terns .

between 30 and 50 species PARK & MEETSea Palling Car Park, Clink Road, Sea Palling, parking
§W788uf ]| BAREAKMEEMain charges apply (£1.50 per hour)There are 2 car parks on Clink Road, the

Felbrigg Hall car parkr free for National Trust first is a privately run car park and slightly cheapecash or contactless
members | ACCESSIBILITYfootpaths, card payments.| Grid referenceTG 429 273 What3Words

grassland, a bitof mud usually and can be mason.loss.enouglhGIS: Eastingg42914, Northing 327391
uneven in places| FACILITIEScafé and loos at DISTANCE:5-6km with circa 3km on sandy beach
the Hall | CLUBBADGESwithin our area so all ACCESSIBILITYSections on small private road, sandy beach with a bit
appropriate individual records count of shingle both of which could be firm / soft depending on tide, little
Please come and join us on the'$ shade so bring a drink.
Wednesday of the month éxcept August), FACILITIESPublic toilets near the car park in Sea Palling at the start
you would be most welcome! and end of the walk, along with ca#s, pub and a fish and chip shop.
| 16" Sep | 2 Oct |18 Nov | 16" Dec | CLUB BADGESNOot this time as outside the club area.
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Last Month 0 PDouble Mid -Week
Felbrigg Park | Wednesday 17t June

A badge Bi

anldbyambawwl

It was June, and as you will be well aware, we have
had mostly dry weather throughout. Not on the day of
the walk though; it was raining, and was forecast to
continue until 11am, when the walk was due to finish!
However, you will also be aware that the vegrlocal
weather can be somewhat different to that forecast,
so | personally opted for the classic combination of
applying suncream then wearing an anorak on top of
it. | arrived at a damp hall to find other folk togged up
in wet-weather gear as well; it wa obviously going to
HidWe Wt YNN! Ws ¢ Gt IOWE + #1J)Gapd
we waited to start, the rain just stopped. We spent a
few minutes looking at the still grey sky, then decided
that this was indeed a good sign; plastic over
trousers were removed and returned to cars, and we
hoped it would stay this way.

As is now the norm, a second, gentler walk, led by
Nick, was starting at 9.30, and we would combine

totals at the end. The seventeen members present for

the 9am start included Cathy, a new member on her
first walk. There was a slight delay whilst | was
presented with my blue seawatching badge by Val,
though the congratulatory writeup had appeared in
the May newsletter!

Wa |k

Due to the inclement conditions, our car park list was
smaller than usual, consisting ofCarrion Crow,

Rook, Jackdaw and Woodpigeon, with a couple of
singers, Wren and Dunnock, and two individuals
flying over, singles oHerring Gull and Swallow .

We started by heading towards the lake from the car
park, and crossing the field we picked up a singing
Skylark and an overflyingGreat Black-backed Gull,
our first sighting of this species this year.

AT o P pl o g e ok U ¢ |
paused to scan the water meadows below, where a
Kestrel sat on a fence and a fevstarling on the grass
were all we could see. FivéMallard then flew up from




the area of the beck, following which the song of
Reed Bunting was picked up from the valley below. It
was spotted sat in a bush, and it remained there,
singing constantly, as walked towards it, giving very
good views. From here we moved on towards the
woods behind the lake, finding a number of birds en
route; aGreen Woodpecker flying across the lake, a
pair of Stock Dove in a dead tree, distantSwift,
Common Buzzard and Collared Dove, and a pair of
Greenfinch engaged in a manic, chasing flight. We
also heard the song otLinnet and Song Thrush.

In the woods we added three more species to the Ilst
namely Robin, Blue Titand an overflyingGrey Heron.
On arriving at the lake it initially looked to be devoid
of birds, but we did findMoorhen and Coot, and a
pair of Mute Swan skulking in the reeds. A lone
Magpie and a tuneful flock ofGoldfinch were also
present. On the dam wall we spied #heasant
resting in a tree, and could hear brief bursts dReed
Warbler song. We also met Andrew here, and he told
us that he had foundLittle Owl in a nearby Ash tree.
Photo courtesy of Andrew Crossley

-. %t,

ST ICE TTETR (P AN AR, W _aww

Sure enough, it was there, though only the lower half
of it was visible in amongst the leaves, making it
extremely tricky to find. It is not easy to get others
onto a resting bird when you have only the most
tenuous of markers to guide them in! Val set uper
scope, but even then it was not easy. However, this

was our first sighting of it on a walk this year, so it was| 4

a most welcome addition to the list.

We now moved along the path on the housside of
the lake, where we foundBlackbird and Chaffinch,
along with hundreds of froglets in the grass. Activity
on the ground by the warren alerted us to a family of
Mistle Thrush, which we watched for a while.
Continuing along the path as it passed above the
water meadows, we saw &reat Titin flight, whilst
down by the beck were a large number of Jackdaw,
excitedly feeding on something in the grass; we
wondered if it might be more of the many froglets that
had attracted their attention? Moving on towards the
house the last species we notedvas aRed Kite, high
|n the dlstance

Tottlng-up the Iog gave a total of 38 speC|es a falrly
usual number for June. It is traditionally a quieter
month, as the breeding birds are mostly quiet and
busy feeding with their fledged young, and there is no
migratory movement taking place. After aun through
of upcoming events from Trevor and Carol, it was
time for the café, or home, complete with dry clothing
as the rain had stayed away. | caught up with Nick as
the second group of eight club members arrived at
the house, and consulting his logbookt transpired
that they had seen three species that we had not;
Chiffchaff , Pied Wagtail and a family ofGreat
Spotted Woodpecker . This last species had been on
the ground by the warren at the same time as we
were watching the Mistle Thrush; Nick had seen us
looking, and presumed we were watching the same
birds, but from our different vantage points we were
observing different familes. It can be a funny old
game! Anyway, a full total o#t1 species had been
recorded for the two hours, and 25 members had
enjoyed the walk.

j & ,1'r1
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A slow and steady
lake loop | by Nick
Kimber

Despite the local heavy
showers of the early
morning, the weather was
forecast to clear up as the
day progressed, and eight

of us met up at 9:30 for a
slower and shorter walk
around Felbrigg. As usual a
Blackcap was being very
vocal in the adjoining

hedge, and very high up in
the sky bothSwifts and
Swallows were almost out
of eyesight. We agreed to
take a walk down and
around the lake, so we set
off along the drive and

down across the field in

front of the house. The usualackdaws and Rooks were joined by aBuzzard, although surprisingly the corvids

I RT UKk qlic GGU¢ | Pieodagtdilivas qritié lawn in@idht aflthe house, and further down towards
the lake, aSkylark was singing and &Red Kite afforded incredible views as it flew around low overhead. A
Great Spotted Woodpecker flew over towards the house, as a slight shower started, but luckily soon passed
¢cUT W RTUkqWHAYGUWgYWdeHEWOW~c¢ct RUNWYeal Ws ¢! W Ys Ullq Y Wa
severalReed Buntings and Reed Warblers. The Buntings as ever once located allowed for some good views,
whist the Warblers barely skimmed the top of the reeds before darting down again. We had our first view of 4
Mistle Thrushes flying overheard. Taking care to avoid several Toadlets and Common Blue Daniselve

made our way around the back of the lake, where Doug spottedGoot close in, and the pair ofMute Swans.

We heardSong Thrush, Chiffchaff and Great Tit. Surprisingly there was not a lot on the lake, and crossing the
dam we only addedChaffinch , Moorhen andKestrel .E¢ T G ! Ws JWHEY2 0l Uk qWn RUT LWaq 6
via WhatsApp from the other groupAlong the top of the lake &reen

Woodpecker was heard, and a fewMallard flew in. Seeing the four thrushes @ «:coo

fly up into the oaks, our best views of the day were found in the fallen e, syt ceave el wel2 oo
dead trees below,where an adult and juvenile Great Spotted yourright ?
Woodpecker were later joined by an adult and juvenile Mistle Thrush. A
few Linnets were found as usual in the gorse, before we made our way
back up to the house, to join up with
members of the first group for coffee. In all
we spotted or heard 31 species.




Last Mo nt h &/seek end Walk
Pigneys Wood Walk | Saturday 13" June

e W
By Julian Thomas
On a breezy day with a northerly wind, but also sunny spell&genof us met up at the Pigneys Wood car park
and ventured out onto the NWT reserve. We were greeted with the sight d@wazzard circling overhead, with
what appeared to be a snake dangling from its talons. In the scrub and woodland leading to the Dilham Canal
a range of new species quickly appeared, with a mixed tit flock comprisir§jue Tits, Coal Tit, Long-tailed Tits
and Great Tits, while Blackbird , Song Thrushes, Blackcaps, Chaffinches and Chiffchaffs created a song
chorus. Three pigeon species were flying over withfood Pigeon, Stock Dove and Collared Dove added to
the bird list. The cool windy conditions suppressed butterfly activity in many areas, but a sheltered bramble
patch held Red Admirals, Large Whites, Speckled Woods, Painted Ladies galore, Essex Skippers, Meadow
Browns and Small Tortoiseshells, with Norfolk hawkers patrolling above. On reaching the canal the expected
range of warblers were quickly located witiReed Warblers rhythmic song contrasting with the energetic
chaotic Sedge Warblers. The scrub heldCommon Whitethroats in some numbers, and9 IJq aq Rk + Wi ¢ |
drew attention with their explosive songSomeY n Lag 6 13 WN1 Yea GLWE ¢ T WU 1J 2bidtithisiond 1 U LU
came outinto the open, just five yards away, for everyone to admir®eed Buntings added their feeble best to
the marshland bird song chorus, and other species seen here wefarey Heron, Lesser Black-backed and
Herring Gulls, Starlings, Goldfinches , Skylark, Dunnock, Jackdaw, Rook, Magpie, Jay, and after a struggle
to find any, aSwift and Swallows flew over. We walked as far as the bridge over the canal at Spa Common,
failing to find Kingfisher here, butGreen Woodpecker was present and a smart maleKestrel devouring prey
on its perch was much appreciated. A return along the woodland of the Paston Way produced the oRlgbin
of the walk and instructions on how to view the badgers that live here was
given to those who had never seen this charismatic animal, even
down to which tree to climb for the best viewingEvery NENBC
walk should have some sort of surprise, and the surprise on i#
walk came in the form of a mammal. As we paused by a sluice
cayYUnNnWg6eWrRec Uc b Wbigqd JW2 131 1 W
was seen in 2020) an Otter came out from the canal onto the
path. Otters are notoriously shortsighted, but even the
most short-sighted Otter could hardly fail to noticeseven
people just five yards away and so it quickly bolted back the
way it had come. A fine Roe Deer buck resting in a field, witl
a Muntjac buck close-by to allow comparison gave rather
more lengthy views

XRHI ¢1 ! IOGEYqVY %9 JaqaqRbt 10i ¢l HI
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Felbeck Trust Bioblitz Walk

Joining up The Beckhams | 7 th June FelbeckTrust
gup I ;

By Carol Thornton

TheFelbeck Trustannual Bioblitz was held atWest Beckham Old Allotments(\WWBOA)on 6" and 7".of June with a range
of activities scheduled, including a bat walk, overnight mothtrapping, bird ringing andsome pond dipping Most of you
will know that the Trust is a local charity that works to improve habitat for wildlife on small, generally neglected, sites in
Norfolk and many of our NENBC members are included in their volunteer pool and some aweentrustees.

When Alan Sand I rolledup | Ye U1 Wd¢ G Ws WWs I W GUHqRUNWq Y WA 1J W
specialists surveying the site. | say assisting looselywhat | really mean is ooseing and ahhhing at their

finds and marvelling at their extensive knowledge and ability to tell the difference beeen such similar
looking species with easebe it insect, bat, flower, tree, moss, whateveis lurking in the ponds or

absolutely anythlng else We thought we would be able to contrlbute effectlvely to the blrd count at Ieast

the three Felbeck Trust managedsﬂes around the Beckhams would be taking placeOn enquiring with B
h a ¢ Uc¢ NI aukhedaput Tie/oy bbg Alan and |, botfrust volunteers, down for leading itr who knew?! ”\\
So despite suspicions that Trevor may have just made that up on the spot, we set about working outa | _ ™ =
route. As it turned out, ve only had one taker, NENBC member Chris R, and she told us about a free Apg , ==
called Organic Maps(others no doubt available!) It is based on the Open Streanap site andafter some :
shenanigans using a fair portion of our monthly data allowances, we downloaded the App angre able toeasily pick
out a route from WBOA tdhe other sites. With the exception of maybe 400 yards, th6.5km walkthere and back was all

off-road on footpaths and tracks.

We started out heading for the nearbWest Beckham Green(WBG). Despite this

short section of the walk beingh Y Ualbhgithilroad through the ribbon village, we

stopped for a while to watch a hornet attempting to get into a bees nest in a large oak.

Fascinating watching the bees responding. WBG & small open woodlandwith areas

of scrub, bracken and dense leaf litterwith a circular path and a couple of benches

provided. Here we picked out a few tits and finche®y sightand heard the familiar

song of Blackcap and YellowhammerOur route onwards to East Beckham took us

through a range of different habitats on a route that none of us had been along before

and the thing that struck us all from the start was what a lovely wildlife corridor it

was. There vere mature hedgerows and trees along the edges of the agricultural

fields as we began andvhen we came past a huge dungile (sadly no wagtails!) we

stopped to admire the wildflower areasplanted alongthe edge of a solar farm that

were home to a good number ofaterpillars, butterflies, damselflies and other flying

insects. The hedgerow along the track (photo left) was a double hedge of both old anc

new growth. The track wiggled through some old farm buildings where wead some

distant views of hirundines and a few Stock Doves. A slight rise through some

. woodland of pines and foxgloves before dropping down through some trdaed

pastures alongside a small beckitowards East Beckham Commonwhere we stopped

for some refreshments. Thiggently slopingnarrow little site consists of a public

| footpath with broad margins to either side mixed mature trees and hedges with

areas ofblackthorn thicket, bramble/bracken scrub, a small pondand some patches

of open grassland.On the route back we dawdled looking at wildflowers, finding my

best pen | dropped on the way in long grasshilst watching a Wren(result!) and

spotting amid-distance small lake that had been obscured on the way that held a

' couple of Shoveler.We made our way slowly back to WBOA in the sunshine. Good
AYOGGeU! AWe WOWs Ws ¢dt WeUOT WaYaqt WYnWHG E qlle

Bird list of 26: Yellowhammer, Blackbird, Great Tit, Kestrel, House Sparrow, Blue Tit,

Robin, Chiffchaff, Red -legged Partridge, Blackcap, Chaffinch, Goldcrest, Woodpigeon,

Jackdaw, Carrion Crow, Wren, Magpie, Goldfinch, Buzzard, Herring Gull, Swift, Stock
Dove, Swallow, Greenfinch, Shoveler, Pheasant.

Maybe we could look at a dlfferent type of NENBC October Walks Week that combines birding with conservation and
wildlife corridors ? We have had plenty of walks over the years to our established sites but how about linking in with the
Upper Bure & Glaven Conservation Triangle _ethos of connectivity between habitat islands and seeing if we can put
together some other off -road walks along footpaths or tracks through potential green corridors linking sites and see what
we can see? What do you think? Do let me know if you think this is worth pursuing and if you have any suggestions for
small-group walk location s off the beaten track that would help us help the Triangle initiative better map our area.
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Having lived in the same house in Sheringham since 1972, | have been able to keep a comprehensive list of t
birdlife in the garden for 54 years. During this period, Blackcaps have been recorded almost annually and in
every month of the year but with thenajority between October and January, although occasional males have
been in song in the spring. In both 2021 and 2022 a male (perhaps the same individual) was singing in the tre
around the pond from mid-April until late May/early June, but there was nsign of an accompanying female. A
few years ago many of the tall, mature trees were felled in order to open the garden up, since when the
herbaceous shrubs in the borders have spread resulting in a scrdlike habitat, while dense ivy clumps have
grown around the stumps of many of the old trees.

This year, | was pleased to see a female on a nut feeder in February and March, while a male was first record
singing in the trees on April 14. Four days later the male had
attracted a mate and the pair was regularly seen around the

scrub near the pond, where the male was often heard giving its & &
scolding call, as well as singing every day. From May*1Bwas
delighted to see the female regularly taking juicy, green

caterpillars into an ivy-covered stump, where clearly nestlings

were being fed. The arrival of the female with food was often
heralded by the male bursting into song, although he was not
seentaking any food into the nest. This behaviour continued

until May 229, when | left for a holiday in Turkey. On my return

ten days later, there was no sign of any Blackcaps in the garden
indicating either that the nestlings had successfully fledged or

had been taken by the evepresent Magpies.

Library photo by Steven Lines




Quick Trip Into Sweden Anyone

The Falsterbo Raptor Migration

By Will Clarke -

It was manyyearsagoand it had been alongweek, | had shed my tie and parked the suit jacket in the
overheadlocker with my laptop case and | crashed into my EasyJetseat, belt on, headphonesin and iPod at
the readyfor some soothing tunes. It is Friday,f ktibed ands Y Ugetdyome until roughly 11.00pm assuming
we get off the ground here at Kastrup (Copenhagen)on time, we neverdo, also that is assumingthat the
luggagehandlers at Stanstedl Y Chavait in for me.

Take-off time comes and goesand the pilot announcesthere will bea st 6 & ¥ @plutmve should getawayin
about fifteen minutes andwet & Y 2 wbrity &seye haveatail wind and we should make it up in transit. | puff
and bluster, gnashmy teeth, mutter curses and the guy sitting nextto me shows no reaction and just keep
scribbling in the fancy leather-bound notebook on his lap, he is totally Zen.c 1J i fit looking bloke, by which |
mean free of the business gut, at the youngerend of middle agedand 6 1J kome dressed as tree: Khaki
combats, a greenoutdoorsman sort of shirt, a greenBerghausfleece and clearly expensivewalking boots, he
is at peace and | am far from that.

At last we start to move and he ceases his notes, closed his notebook with a slap, shoveshis propelling pencil
into the handily sewn pen holder in the breast pocket of his utility shirt and asks me if | am on my way home,
/b1J Wiithe workings 1J 1J t Myieriin goesinto red mode, the last thing | want is a chatty seat row companion
but manners triumph and | manageto mutter asb! 11 Gk Eimagined he was a Foresteror an Arboriculturist,
there are loads of them in Scandinavia.But then he said the magic: sentence:

B0 Ihbihhome f kgdinghome but not from work, | havejust had five days bird watching, five days at

[ ¢ Ot q Héshiditrasd | should know where he meant, paraphrasingManuelin Fawlty Towers: rbknew
UY q 6 RiaMevenmy the end of the short flight | knew loads more, he had shared the notes from his fancy
notebook and | had become desperate for the yearto pass so that | too could witness B KDhe Falsterbo Raptor
Migration. Whoeveryou were, man tree on a plane, | will be eternally grateful to you.

Falsterbo

Onthe southwestern tip of Sweden,the Falsterbo Kullsberg
peninsulais supposedto be one of the finest places
. . Cattegat /
in Europeto experiencethe spectacle of the autumn /
raptor migration. Itis not only supposedto be, it
definitively is, you have my personal guaranteeon
that. Thepeninsula acts as a natural funnel for birds
of preyleaving Scandinaviaand heading south
toward wintering groundsin southern Europe, the
Mediterranean,and evenWest Africa. Fora visiting

birder, this means the chance to see thousands of

v Molle

raptors that can glide across the sky on any givenday
(honestly - check for yourselveson this website:
https://www.falsterbofagelstation.se ), often with
rare and exciting species mixed in amongthe more
common ones. | know, it sounds far-fetched but trust
G 1J git is for real. | have beenthere, | have done that.

Best dates to go

The main raptor migration window at Falsterbo runs
from the beginning of September into October, with
the highest numbers often in late September and
early October. Which is to ignore the wider migration
of vast numbers of Songbirds, Finches and the like.
You can check individual days for yoursekKback to
1973 here but broken down:
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https://www.falsterbofagelstation.se/strack/dagssummor/?lang=en
https://www.falsterbofagelstation.se/

1 August brings earlier migrants such as European Hondyuzzard, Osprey, and Common Buzzards and
Kites.

1 September and October see the peak of Common Buzzard, Eurasian Sparrowhawk, Western Marsh
Harrier, and Hen Harrier passage, with daily totals sometimes reaching many thousands of individuals.

1 Migration can continue into November, but numbers drop off and the weather becomes less reliable.

For the best combination of numbers to spot and decent weather you should try to aim for a visit in late
September to early October, preferably on days with sououthwesterly winds, which push the raptors hard
up against the peninsula waiting for a wind change to cross the narrow Baltic.

The best |ocations within the Falsterbo Peninsula
Several key spots are used by migration watchers:

Nabben (Falsterbo southern tip)| Nabben is the classic passerine hotspot at the very end of the peninsula,
where gulls, waders, and songbirds gather before crossing the sea. Many raptors pass overhead here in the
morning, especially when the wind is light or coming from the south and wesyou may have to watch out for
Golfballs-! Yek Go W JWWs 6¢ qif WiWeUW dt YWa6 Il JWRY We wWOY qé

Ljungen (Skandrs Ljung) This heathland area is widely regarded as the best place on the peninsula for
raptors. Depending on the wind direction, birds may stream in low over the head at Haga roundabout on a
southZvesterly, or move further north along the old railway embankment when the wind is from the SE. These
bits of local knowledge help.

Kolabacken and Maklappen | Kolabackenoffers a good vantage over the sea (maybe a White Tailed Eagle!)
and is useful for catching raptors and other migrants funnelled by the shape of the land. Meanwhile
Maklappen, the outer part of the peninsula, is a militarily restricted area between 1 Falary and 31 October
cUT Wt 6Ye Ol WHWWg! WeqWlT Ws R WHe!l AW YUK qWAWD WG Gqldl
A da y dsdwatchingin synopsis:

Typically a day might start at Nabben in the early morning, then move up to Ljungen as the air warms and the
thermals lift more raptors overhead.

Raptors you might expect to see: Falsterbo is famous for huge numbers of common raptors, but it also
produces regular and occasional rarities.Typical species include:

1 Common Buzzardr often the most numerous raptor, with thousands per day on good days.
1 Eurasian Sparrowhawkr in late August and September, daily counts can reach over 2,000 birds.

1 European HoneybuzzardT migrating in smaller but still impressive numbers, often a real highlight. A
chance to brush up on ID characteristics compared to Common Buzzard.

1 Western Marsh Harrierand Hen HarrierT frequent, with hundreds recorded in a season.
OspreyT passing through in the tens to low hundreds depending on the year. | was lucky!

1 Merlin, Hobby and Peregrine Falcorr smaller falcons, gliding low overhead toward the sea. | have never
seen a flock of Hobbys in any other place!

=

Rarer visitors can includeGreater Spotted EagleLesser Spotted Eaglelmperial Eagle Steppe Eagle

Short4oed Snake EagleMontagu® Harrier, Pallid Harrier, and Redfooted Falcon, among others. The
WhiteZailed Eagleand Golden Eagleare also occasionally recorded. | once watched a White Tailed for over an
hour patrol up and down the shoreline.

Just to get a feel, here is an overview of some species numbers:

Dedicated visual counts at Falsterbo have recorded truly spectacular totals. Fromane autumn, for example,
counts included roughly:

1 Eurasian Sparrowhawk around 28,900 M Pallid Harrier. 40
1 Common Buzzard 8,700 (with a singl&iay 1 Montagu® Harrier. 6
record of over 16,000) 1 Osprey. 390
9 European Honeybuzzard: 4,000 1 Merlin: 250
1 Western Marsh Harrier 780 1 White Stork 106 (I know, not a raptor but a fun
1 Hen Harrier. 340 spot)
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These figures illustrate just how dense the migration can be In favourable conditiongatterns which depend
strongly on wind, weather, and time of day, your best strategy is to:

1 Be flexible with your watching spots move around (Nabben, Ljungen and Kolabacken).

1 Time your visits to midnorning through early afternoon, when thermal uplift and favourable winds come
together.

1 Take a notebook and make notes, its such fun to look back on and the recognition practice rewards you
for life.

For the birder, a weeldong, a two day trip or a long weekend autumn trip to Falsterbo offers some of the most
spectacular migration watching anywhere in Europe, big numbers, good variety, and the buzz of searching for
rare eagles, harriers, and falcons among the soaring thousas. Whilst the focus of this article is around

raptors the numbers of other birds of many species also crossing at Falsterbo are endless, in the

millions since recording started.

How to travel from the UK to Falsterbo

From the UK, the usual route is via Copenhagen Airport (CPH) in
Denmark, then across the @resund Tunnel Bridge into southern
Sweden.Fly to Copenhagen from Stansted /London or othenajor
UK airports From Copenhagen, you cariake the @resund train to
Malmoé (plenty of hotels) (about 3540 minutes), then either:

§ Catch Skanetrafiken bus 100 (or 300 to Skandr) and get off at |
Haga roundabout or Skanér/Falsterbo centre, walking the rest
of the way.

1 Best of all rent a car and drive the E6 south, turning right just
south of Vellinge and following the road out onto the Falsterbo
peninsula, with Ljungen or Nabben as your main general
species and raptoZvatching targets.

Many birders stay in SkandarFalsterbo itself or in nearby Malmo;

the journey by public transport is straightforward but can take a full day depending on connections It is
honestly best to rent a car. That way any travelling non birders can drop you and then scoot off and indulge
themselves in the home settings for muclScandi-noir TV, historic towns or the City of Malmé.

Book your own flights, it is so easy (no pun intended) book accommodation throudgmoking.com or the like, a
Hel W6l YenNsWeU! WYnWgé JWARNWHEE! W W3UqIl + We UT W Yek @0
one you will never forget.

The people

When | sat down on that flight | was tired, grumpy and antisocial and a really well meaning, enthusiastic and
friendly birder turned me around. At Falsterbo the same human experience can be as rewarding as the birds
themselves. For a few weeks each Autumhirders from around the World (literally) gather to experience the
magnificent spectacle, share their experiences and help their friends from other countries. In my case a younc
7Yt URcUWNe! WYUWS Rt Waoé RI T Wal RGLWs 1JdE bptEpoe dplidaim disddat thes ¢ !
edge of the Heath in a phalanx of three hundred birders, resembling medieval archers expecting cavalry to
break from the distant woodland, just waiting for the ripple of whispers to break as the next soaring group of 1!
Honey Buzzard are spotted by a South African guy with his New Zealand friend he met that morning who
passes it an to the Belgian lady who told the Estonian couple who tell you just where to look so as not to miss
a thing.

If you canBLv K3ID! You will never regret it.




NENBC Alerts: WhatsApp Group Update

Quarterly Summary - January to March 2026

By Tony Forster

Welcome to the NENBC Alerts What&pp group summary covering Aprit June 2026, after club renewal losses
and new members the group is holding steady with 80 members and with around 50 species reported
throughout the period it should be proving useful for all members.

April was generally mild with plenty of sunshine and temperatures mostly around 108°C, while May was
warmer and drier with averages of about I¥20°C and a latemonth heatwave pushing temperatures higher.
June stayed warm and fairly settled, 182°C, withoccasional showers with the month ending on a high with
temperatures reaching close to 30°C.

April was the busiest month with 2 new species added to the group list, (13@plden Plover and Black
Kite , and with more than 30 species reported it could have been a great opportunity to catch up witaven,
Glaucous Gull and Ring Ouzelfor example. May offered more=xotic opportunities with Hoopoe, Bee-eater,
Glossy Ibis and Red-backed Shrike while June featured at least 5 different quail opportunities along with
Stone Curlew another Beeeater reported and the first mention in a long time dfittle Owl at Felbrigg.

The nearly list is particularly frustrating this quarter with Pallid Harrier at Overstrand, Blagkroated Diver at
Weybourne just 250yds offshore drifting slowly West, Honey Buzzard at Swanton Novers, Tawny Pipit Kelling
Heath. Just outside the area therevas Montagu's Harrier, Reerumped Swallow and Gultbilled Tern at Cley
while Green Warbler, Eleanora's and Retboted Falcons, Blackwinged Kite, Ross's Gull were notable
sightings in Norfolk this quarter, how many of those have spent time in the NENBCkb® square?

Who knows what the current hot weather might bring with it to further brighten our days before we get into
autumn migration, either way it could be an exciting quarter so keep your eyes peeled athon't forget to
report your sightings
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UEA Environmental Consultancy Projects [E\

University of East Anglia

We were delighted to be back workingwith the Universityof East U N {iBRdrénimental Science department
againthis year. Thisis where, alongwith other organisations, we pitch real-life environmental consultancy
projects to a group of 3 yearstudents in the capacity of h # i Rrid Wegktselectedbyh Y Ut esiidgritsU g
in line with their areas of interest. Workingon the briefs provided by us, they research and document their

topic, feedback viaZoom or in-person, and at the end of the process present us with an individual consultancy
report.

This time we worked withfour students. Below is part of the brief for the first of these along wita summary
extracted from the full report bystudent consultant Maisie Royalc UT Ws Ik G 0 W6 ¢ 2 hiddprdiedtslin 1
the coming months. If you would like to be emailed the full consultancy reports for any of these projects then
just let us know.

G¢KSNBQE y2 &dzoaidAldzdrSthdéNI KdzYl y S E|| Researching across a range of
The impact of Al on birding. sources, produce a report on how
LG Aa al¥$S G2 alre d(dKFd o+ iOKAYy3 o6ANRa K| | theproliferation of Aipowered
instead being seen as a bit of a niche pastime undertaken by a certain stereotype. Lock| | @pps like Merlin have impacted the
changed some of that but not so long ago, if you went out birdimg would generally have | accessibility of birding as a hobby.
run into fellow birders dressed in muted colours with their binoculars at the ready, had a| | Discuss the pitfalls and positives o
about what they were looking for, or at, whilst scanning the habitats yourself. These | | USing Al in a birding and wider
however, you can expect to encounter a muctodder range, and larger number of folff [ cOnservation conteixusing
YI&6S y2( WOANRSNAQE FyR YLF&o6S y2G aLkN | examples. Thereportshould

2y NBO2NRAY3I 0ANRaz2y3 2y GKSANI gl t1a Fyl|AYOt dzaxfectoh wildlige
Anecdotally, it would seem that the progression of Al is bringing more people into birdin | conservation efforts and reporting
is it? And what about the accuracy of Al identification and subsequent reporting? Ther| | Of wildlife recovery, false reporting
OSNIFAyta YdzidSNRAy3Ia TFTNRBY 02 ity audifein Romé| | and mitigating actions, plus any
02y aSNBI GA2yAralta Ay@2f OSR Ay &adz2NBSeAy3 ethical and practical considerations
So what are the pitfalls and positives of using Al in a birding and natural histatgxt? If | | that may arise. If the research pick
Merlin, for example, is the only tool being used to identify a bird, is it producing a rise in| | UP any specific recommendations
reporting? Is this giving an erroneous impression that nature is bountiful and doing well{ | ©f relevance to our bird clutthen
helping and or are there areas where it is pibdy misleading? these should be included.

0O0Thereds no substitute f or hdaniathere® Xhe enpact®fn c e 6
Al on birding by Maisie Royal

Disclaimer:This material is based upon work supportedMgisie Royalfor ENV6031B Environmental Consultancy
module in the School of Environmental Sciences, AisAopinions, findings, conclusions, or recommendations are the
of the author and do not reflect the views of the School of Environmental Sciences, UEA its employees
administration.

Introduction

Inthis report, | evaluate the impact of artificial intelligence (Al)on traditional birding practices, focussing on
member experienceswithin the North EastNorfolk Bird Club (NENBC).Therapid development of Al-powered
tools, such as Merlin Bird ID in recent years, has transformed how birders identify species and engagewith the
natural environment. Thepurpose of this report is to assesshow these technologies are currently used,
identify perceived benefits and concerns, and provide practical recommendations to support their effective
and responsible integration within the NENBC.

Surveydata collected from 92 respondents within the bird club formulates the basis of this report, but it also
draws on more qualitative data collected from three individual interviews with experiencedbirders, and finally
anon-birder perspective.

Background and Context

As Albecomes increasinglyintegrated into birding through tools such as Merlin Bird ID, it is important to
understand how it gathersdata and usesit to aid users with identifying birds. Merlin uses large datasets from
eBird, the MacaulayLibrary,and regional and global contributors to identify birds through sound recordings
and photographs. Thesetechnologies improve accessibility and confidence in birders, yet their growinguse
also raises ethical and conservation concerns, particularly around playback systems potentially disturbing
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bird behaviourand contributing to noise pollution. Additionally, the increasingreliance on Al-assisted
photographyreducesz t 1Jdliréct engagementwith nature asit can only be carried out retrospectively,
potentially diminishing traditional birding skills. Therefore,while Al offers significant educational and
conservation benefits, organisations such as the North EastNorfolk Bird Club
(NENBC)must consider how these technologies can be integrated responsibly to
balance innovation with ethical birding practices.

B-‘Yde\'&'.
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Approach to Data Collection

Thisresearch adopted a mixed-method approach to provide both quantitative

and qualitative insightinto the role of Alin birding. Formy primary data collection,

| distributed an online questionnaire to members of the NENBC,followed by three
semi-structured interviews to add depth to my findings. | also participated in a

field observation where | joined one of the H i 2 dlideéd bird walks to understand
how Alis used in practice, and finally | obtained a non-birders perspective of Alto
exploreits impact on accessibility and participation. Thesemethods enabled me to
identify broader trends alongside gainingmore detailed personal perspectives from
the interviews, strengtheningthe reliability of my findings. | also conducted secondary
research using credible sources, including the Cornell Lab of Ornithology, to examine
the development of Al-powered tools such as Merlin Bird ID.
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Key Findings
Findingsindicate that Alis now firmly embedded within birding practice. Acombined 82% of
respondents reported frequent (46%)or occasional (36%)use of Al-poweredtools. Such
participants highlighted that they predominantly used Alfor identifying bird calls, confirming
species identification, and supporting learning. Thesefindings indicate that there hasbeena
widespread adoption of Alamongstthe birding community, reflecting a shift towards technology-
assisted birding.
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Perhapsthe most significant finding is the role of Alin improving accessibility to birding. 82% of respondents
agreedthat Alhas made birding more accessible, particularly for beginners. Thisis reinforced by a non-birder
respondent, who highlighted that Alincreases awarenessof local biodiversity and enhances engagement.
Therefore,tools such as Merlin may act as an entry point into birding and the NENBCshould capitalise on this
to draw new members into the club.

However, the findings also show some divisions in opinions. Whenasked whether Almay reduce the
development of traditional birding skills, responseswere divided with 34%yes, 29%no, 36% unsure,
indicating uncertainty regardinglong-term impacts. Qualitative data from interviews reinforces this as it
suggeststhat overreliance on tools such as Merlin may limit the developmentof RUT R 2 RMiliy to G K 1
independently identify birds.

Despite these concerns, Alis generallyperceived positively. 62% of respondents reported that it has
enhanced their birding experience,compared to only 2% who felt it had diminished it. Thisindicates that Alis
currently viewed as a complementary tool rather than a substitute for human expertise. However,some
respondents did expressconcerns that Alincreased reliance on mobile devices which in turn had the opposite
effect and actually detracted from the aim of encouragingan increased engagementwith nature.

Theimpact of Alon birding culture appears more ambiguous. While 35% of respondents reported observable
changes, 42%did not, and 23% were unsure. Therefore,it is important that the shift towards Alin birding is
more gradual and individualised to reduce potential implications with traditional forms of sharing of
knowledge beinglost.

From a conservation perspective, findings raise notable concerns. Acombined 59% of respondents expressed
concern (33%)or uncertainty (26%)regardingthe potential for Alto increase disturbance to rare or sensitive
species, particularly through the use of location-sharingin apps such as Merlin. Therefore, it is essential that
Alusein birding is carefully governedto ensure species are protected.

65% of respondents indicated that the NENBCshould develop guidance on responsible Aluse, showingthat
intervention would be welcomed and valued.
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Discussion

Thefindings from this study indicate that Alis becoming
increasinglyintegrated into contemporary birding. Thesurvey
data found that there was a widespread use of Altools among
respondents, the majority of which self-identified as highly
experiencedbirders, suggestingthat these technologies are
not confined to beginnersbut are instead being adopted
across all skill levels. Thishas been supported in the wider

i European Robin

literature which arguesthat the increasingintegration of R v
technology into field practices, like birding, can increase - |
participation and data generation (Bonneyet al., 2009). y The best

. - . y birding comes |
Although Al supports learning and building confidence, there S A\ from balance.

is clear uncertainty regardingits long-term impact on
traditional birding skills. Thisnotion has beenreflected in the
wider literature regardingthe potential for technology to
reduce the development of expertisein individuals.
Consequently, Al has the potential to accelerate skill decay
among expertsand hinder skill acquisition amonglearners
(Macnamaraet al., 2024). Thisis an important consideration
when navigatingthe future of birding as traditional skills are central to developinga strong ecological
understanding.

Despite these concerns, the overall perception of Alremains positive, with the majority of respondents
reporting that it enhancestheir experience. Thissupports the interpretation gatheredfrom my data collection
that Al currently functions as a complementary tool, rather than a replacement for human experience.
However,when looking deeperinto the qualitative responses, it was arguedthat the way Alis used is critical.
Thegeneralopinion was that when Al is used for confirmation species identity and learning, it can reinforce
knowledge. However,whenit is used as a primary tool for identification, it may limit G 1J Y G énigagément
with their surroundings. Thisdistinction highlights the importance of prioritising human experiencein shaping
approachesto birding, rather than through technology.

Whenlooking at how Alimpacts birding culture, the responsesare more conflicted. While some respondents
felt they had noticed a change, others did not, suggestingthat the impact of Alis not perceived evenlyacross
the birding community. Reasonsfor this could be to do with how different individuals have chosen to adopt Al
into their birding practice, or it could be to do with the waysin which they view the usageof technology as an
aid. My surveydata backs this reasoningas there is evidencethat Alis contributing to a shift towards more
individualised birding practices, resulting in in fewer group-based activities and knowledge sharing. This
presents both a challenge and an opportunity for the NENBCbecause while Al might changethe way in which
birderslearn, it can also support new forms of engagement.

Akeylimitation of both Altools and this study is that it assumesthat increased accessibility equates to
positive conservation outcomes. Although Almay encourage participation in nature, there is also arisk that
this is only superficial, which may have animpact onR U1 R 2 Rdolegicdl uinterstanding and reduce their
ability to make informed decisions that prioritise conservation. In addition, Altools are not neutral as they are
shaped by the data on which they are trained, which may introduce biases in species detection and reporting
(Jarrahiet al., 2025). Therefore, if the birding community becomes more reliant on Alfor identifying species, it
could result in expandingany existing gapsin biodiversity data, instead of helping to reduce them. In this
context, the value of Al should not be measuredsolely by its uptake in participation or its ease of use, but
rather by its contribution to developingecological data and encouragingresponsible conservation.
Consequently, it reinforces the need for guided engagementwith Alwhich outlines the appropriate ways of
usingit as atool.

Overall, the findings highlight that the impact of Alon birding is neither positive nor negative, but rather
dependenton how it is integrated into the practice. Thekeychallenge for the NENBCis therefore to support a
balanced approach, where technology is integrated in a way that complements, rather than replaces, human
experience.
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Recommendations
1. Develop Guidance on Responsible AlUse

Themost important recommendation for the NENBCis to provide clear guidanceto its members on the
appropriate use of Alin birding, including how to verify of Alidentifications and to promote responsible
location sharingto protect sensitive species.

2. Promote aBalanced Approach to Skill Development and Deliver Targeted Training on Al
Capabilities and Limitations

Toensurethat traditional birding skills are not lost, the club should encouragemembers to combine using
Altools with conventional methods of birdwatching. Thiscould be achievedthrough holding workshops
and guided sessions that support members in understanding the capabilities and limitations of tools such
as Merlin.

3. Encourage Mindful Use of Technology and Strengthen Ethical and Conservation -Focused Practice

As part of their guidance, the NENBCshould promote a balanced approach to using Alwhen birding to
ensurethat it enhances, rather than distracts from, R U1 R 2 Rrgagenieritwith nature. It is also
important to highlight the ethical considerations involved with using Al, such as habitat distribution and
noise pollution, into all guidance, particularly regardingsensitive species.

4. Leverage Al for Outreach and Participation

I found from my data collection that Alincreases accessibility to birding. Therefore, it is important that the
NENBCcapitalise on this to bring new members into the club and to ultimately continue teaching and
promoting traditional birding practices. This could be achieved by developingbeginnerfriendly initiatives
that use Alas an entry point into birding.

5. Encourage Community Learning and Knowledge Sharing

Theclub should hold group learning activities, for example where experiencedbirders share their
knowledge with beginnerbirders. Thiswould ensure that the social aspects of birding are preservedand
that AlIT Y 1J  cBugedt to become an individualised practice in the future.

Conclusion

Alpresents a significant opportunity for the NENBC.While it increases accessibility and enhancesthe birding
experience, it also introduces challengesrelated to depletion of skill development and risks to loss of
conservation due to lack of education. Therefore, to ensure that traditional birding practices are not lost in the
future, the NENBCshould produce a balanced, guided approach that enables members to maximise the
benefits of Alwhilst retaining the core values of birding.
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Peregrine Corner
All about the girl!

Welcome to the 2026 Volunteers Always Needed!

season of the Cromer The Cromer Peregrine Project is entering its eighth year! The survival rate
Peregrine story! from egg to successful fledging has been extremely good with only one
Thewebcam, this year completely unsuccessful year. We continue to monitor these wonderful
sponsored by The birds and a hugely important part of thats the volunteerrun watchpoint.
Cliftonville Hotel, went live Situated outside the museum our visitor numbers have gradually increased
on 1% March and you can over the years. BUT we desperately need more volunteers to set up the
watch it here Cromer telescopes, table, leaflets etc. If you are interested, please can you contact
Peregrines2026 Live our volunteer organiser Mick Hill via emailmick.hill@btinternet.com . He
Stream. Thereis also a will go into more detail. It cannot be stressed enough that you do not need
Facebookpagehere to be Peregrine experts. Most of our volunteers knew hardly anything aboult
Facebookand a website the breeding process at first, but they do now! You would never be on your
here CPP| Home so lots of own T we aim to have atéast two volunteers per session and the person
choice if you are not local, you will be on with will be more than happy to ease you in gentliy!a) K t LL¢C
or evenif you are! informal, friendly group. So why not give it a go?

By Jane Crossen (all photographs my copyright unless otherwise stated)

N6 uwyOuWws 6131 JWEE Wt qllcat LIJIJLLI()’ 1J ¢

The last (but certainly NOT least!) juvenile fledged ori"8 B T h

slipped off the pinnacle, rather than fledged. Obviously, ,
qécakt W RNURNRHAE UgqaAwet w 6 1L &
go.

The mantra now when we are looking for a fledged
Te2WURG WA 13N geRiI Lit R a0l GV
Heddt WeUT Wi YAARRUDWE HQRY Ut whH_L &
unrelenting gull alarm calls and LOTS of divbombing! '
We located her in various places, notably on the church
porch roof T where she was very low and oblivious to
people walking belowT as they were to her! She also
investigated the roof of a house in Jetty Street where she
was mobbed again.

Photo: On a roof in Jetty Street being mobbed by Herring Gulls Photo: A different roof in Jetty Street! But possibly the same gull!
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That evening we left her to it, albeit reluctantly, but watchpoint volunteers need a rest sometimeEarly next morning we
located herrY Ul 6 W YYnWYnWaq6 WWE 9cWHAGE! Rq! W 6 YGIOW Ys Allqgb ¢ q

voracious alarm calls alerted us.It was clear she was trying to fly and the adults on the church were calling her which
was good news.

NN\

AN

i 6cqéc GGUIUUT WU+ q 4 Wbshewds a LU
NI YeUT T IOWNScqWscet Uk qé e GG
Gl UDgq! W Pacl t ¢cAGUWs 6130W! Ye W
17 ringed juveniles negotiating the town roofs upon
fledging.

It was extremely lucky that it was in the afternoon and,
even luckier, that we had two volunteers at the watchpoint
who became aware of the situation (Michelle and Sue).
They did a fantastic job in trying to marshal 560 people
away, who had gathered toguess what, try and get the
closest photo and, guess what, take a selfie with a
troubled Peregrine.

The volunteers managed to block her way to the road as
she appeared to possibly be heading that way. Apparently
the adult female was calling and aware of the situation and
VSN made it back to a roof in the old High Street.

Photo: The grounded juvenile VSN on the flag pole in a flower
bed at the front of the church Permission granted to share.

Photographer wishes to remain anonymous g
Ly
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We went back later that same evening and she was on the roof
of the Yorkshire Building Society (via the top of the church
tower which, remarkably, she had managed to find again)

She certainly knows her way around Cromer now!
She was sitting at the end of a rainbow seemed ironic!

Photo:t YOG U5 6131 IJKOY2 11 tOqé6 DOl ¢ RUAY 5 IOR
think
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