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By Francis Farrow  
 

While visiting RSPB Strumpshaw last month I witnessed 
an incidence of aerial piracy. I was in the Fen Hide 
watching Marsh Harriers and Hobbys hunting over the 
marshes when a female Sparrowhawk came past the 
hide. She was carrying an item of prey in her talons and 
flew in a straight line along the edge of the marsh. As 
she passed I returned to look at the nearest Hobby, 
which as I got on to it turned and made a direct shallow 
glide straight towards the Sparrowhawk. Within 
seconds it had hit the Sparrowhawk resulting in both 
birds tumbling down towards the ground. The Hobby 
was soon up again but I could not determine whether 
the attack had been successful and had relieved the 
Sparrowhawk of its prey. 

This is an incident of kleptoparasitism  т a feeding 
strategy that involves stealing food that another bird 
has already obtained through hunting or gathering. The 
parasitism can be opportunistic such as with the Hobby 
incident or be specialised behaviour such as seen in 
skuas and frigatebirds. Such birds are highly 
specialised and chase other seabirds in flight to force 
them to give up their food. Frigatebirds are so adapted 
ƣőċƣШƣőĲǃШċƖĲШċũůŸƚƣШΝΜΜӖШћƓŔƖċƣĲƚќШċŰĬШŸŉШĦŸƨƖƚĲЯШċƖĲШ
not a species expected to be seen in the UK, however, 
the Magnificent Frigatebird and the Ascension 
Frigatebird have occurred in 2005 and 1953 respectively 
so with a warming climate who knows. 

We are much more familiar with the Arctic and Great 
Skuas off Norfolk, particularly between August and 
October as post-breeding birds and juveniles head 
south to their wintering grounds in the southern Atlantic 
and off West Africa respectively. These birds can be 
seen harassing other seabirds such as Gannets for the 
larger Great Skua and typically terns for the Arctic Skua. 
 

 

A chase involving an Arctic Skua and a tern can be an 
exhilarating experience. When the skua spots a tern 
with a fish they lock onto the target and with speed and 
acrobatic dexterity they pursue the hapless victim with 

relentless determination. They physically dive-bomb 
and generally harry the target bird to induce panic and 
force it to regurgitate or drop its meal, then with equal 
precision the skua executes amazing agility to catch the 
falling fish in mid-air before it reaches the sea. I have 
watched such encounters off the Norfolk coast and 
become totally immersed in this aerial battle. It is 
something that is totally exciting and can make any sea-
watching session truly memorable. 

 

Opportunistic kleptoparasitism is found in many birds 
but particularly raptors. There are many incidences 
where Kestrels have been observed attacking Barn 
Owls and stealing their prey. Generally as both species 
hunt in similar areas and for common prey the Kestrel, 
usually perched on some vantage point, will launch into 
the air and ambush the Barn Owl forcing it to drop its 
freshly caught rodent. The ambush can happen in the 
air or on the ground and the Kestrel will mob the owl 
repeatedly using its greater speed and agility to harass 
it until the food is given up.  

 

fŰШƣőĲШƖĲĦĲŰƣШ779ШћÉƓƖŔŰŊƽċƣĦőќШƚĲƖŔĲƚШċ video clip 
[here] was shown where a Grey Heron was attempting 
to swallow an Eel when it was ambushed by a Buzzard 
which succeeded in obtaining the meal. 

The greatest opportunists, as anyone who has eaten 
chips on the beach knows, are the gulls. These avian 
pirates will literally steal from the hand that feeds them. 
Normally gulls will harass each other or smaller species 
to gain food as the energy saved on hunting outweighs 
the time and energy spent fighting for the stolen meal.  

Presidentõs Piece 

Pirates in the sky  

Great Skua | Moss Taylor 

Arctic Skua | Mark Clements 

Kestrel | Carol Thornton 
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Lastly there is an interesting strategy that is employed 
by a passerine. The Fork-tailed Drongo is an African bird 

that is an exceptionally good mimic. These birds can 
copy the alarm calls of meerkats or babblers, which 
then causes these species to disperse quickly and 
abandon their food. 

Short term kleptoparasitism may also occur with many 
species, such as in hard weather when food is in short 
supply or when population density is high. 

Some recent research has shown that kleptoparasites, 
particularly seabirds, are at a higher risk of being 
ŔŰŉĲĦƣĲĬШĤǃШĬŔƚĲċƚĲШƚƨĦőШċƚШċƻŔċŰШћŉũƨЮШfŉШċШ]ƖĲċƣШÉťƨċШ
causes an infected Gannet to regurgitate its food then 
the saliva coated meal will infect the skua. Since skuas 
and the frigatebirds mentioned above are great ocean 
wanderers the potential spread and transmission of 
disease to new populations is a very real danger. Such 
seabirds suffered catastrophic declines in the 2022 
outbreak of avian influenza. 

By Carol Thornton  

Welcome to our  June newsletter ! 

Phew - what a busy few weeks it has been! We 
traditionally have a bit of down time from club 
activities over the summer but May is normally a 
really busy month and this year was no different. Read all the write-ups within the newsletter from page 15 ς 3 club 
walks, an evening Nightjar hunt, the Annual Big Sit, the 2026 Birding for Beginners Programme and a day out at the 
Wild About Mannington event. We finished up our projects with our UEA Environmental Consultancy students and 
ǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ǎƘƻǿŎŀǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŦŜǿ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΣ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀƭƭ Ǝƻ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ǊƻƳŜǊ tŜǊŜƎǊƛƴŜ 
Project Watchpoint (see page 34) and we are still beavering away behind the scenes on our 2025 Bird Report which 
we hope to have published late summer. Talking of which, my usual call ς if anyone has any of their bird-related 
artwork they would like me to 
include in the report, then please 
send me the images across. 

The Ψ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ [ŜƴǎΩ topic for the 
front cover of birds seen last 
ƳƻƴǘƘ ǿŀǎ ΨƧǳǾŜƴƛƭŜǎΩ. From the 
top left ςRobin (Andrew 
Crossley), Moorhen (David 
Griffiths) and Pheasant (Carol 
Thornton). For June we will stick 
with the current theme of 
ΨjuvenilesΩ and see if we can get a 
few more pics so get clicking!  

Right is my favourite member 
photo from May, selected from 
ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ƻƴ ǘƻ 
our monthly NENBC Bird 
Highlights section of the more 
unusual species ... this lovely 
Wren is from Stu Buck.  

  A Note from the Editor  

 
Welcome to our new member s 

 We look forward to seeing you soon!  
 

* Helen Stibbons  *Henrietta Robinson *  Teresa Keane *   
  

If you have any queries,  just drop us an  email  

Herring Gull | Mark Clements 
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 By Carol Thornton  
 

All records are from the NENBC website and submitted by 
members unless otherwise stated. No use of AI to help 
collate this report this month! 

 

May 2026 | There were a lot of comments this month identifying juveniles being fed or nest box activity so that 
was great to see т keep it up as the more info we get from yourselves the richer our Annual Bird Reports are. In 
terms of highlights, the most interesting records were a Third Party Report of a Red-footed Falcon  off 
Sheringham, a single (probably) Hoopoe  lingering for a few days in the area, Glossy Ibis , Honey-buzzard at 
Swanton Novers, Golden Oriole  passing through, a fly-by Bee-eater  was a great garden tick seen by one lucky 
member and a female Red-backed Shrike  at Felbrigg Park. See fuller details below. 

 

Brent Goose | Records on 11 dates between 8th and 29th along the coast, mostly of double figure counts, with 
a maximum of 85 east during a Sheringham seawatch on 11th. 

Barnacle Goose | Up to 4 birds past Weybourne on the 1st, with two speed-checked as part of our ongoing 
project between Cromer, Overstrand and Happisburgh. Six birds west during a seawatch at Weybourne on 
12th, 5 high east from Cromer Lighthouse & East Cliffs on 13th, 3 west offshore at Weybourne on 20th and 2 
again there on 21st. 

Mandarin Duck |  A male and female on the River Bure at 
Brampton & Oxnead on 1st and a single there on 6th with a male on 
the Dilham Canal near Spa Common Bridge on 8th. Photo 1 
courtesy of Stu Buck. 

Garganey | A pair west at Cromer Lighthouse & East Cliffs on 6th. 

Red-breasted Merganser  | A pair west from Cromer Lighthouse 
& East Cliffs on 6th, speed-checked shortly thereafter at 
Weybourne. 

Grey Partridge | Eleven records of 1-2 birds throughout the 
month from Weybourne, Heydon and East Runton & Thains Lane. 

Quail | A nocturnal recording of a single bird over a Sheringham 
garden on 21st. 

Nightjar |  Thirty records with birds recorded from 9 locations last 
month including Kelling Heath (max 6 on 10th), Muckleburgh Hill (max 2 on 8th), Weybourne Heath (2 on several 
dates) and Holt Country Park & Lowes (max 9 on 31st on the club pop-up evening walk). Birds also reported 
from Buxton Heath, Beeston Common and Holt. Churring, flight calls and wing claps all reported. Two lucky 
members reported observations from home. 

Cuckoo | A fantastic 41 records this month, with a whole bunch coming from Felbrigg Park on the 20th where 
everyone on both of the club walks heard a bird calling and some observed the bird by the lake. Other records 
of singles predominantly calling but some seen from Antingham & Bradfield, Bessingham, Brampton & 
Oxnead, Buxton Heath, Melton Constable, Northrepps, Pigneys Wood, Southrepps Common, Swafield, West 
Runton and Weybourne. At Swanton Novers, two males were reported calling with one female responding. 

Turtle Dove | The UK population of Turtle Doves has drastically declined and we need to give this species as 
much space as possible. Therefore, we will no longer be publishing sightings of Turtle Dove in the Club Area 
during the breeding season (April to August). Please send records directly to the Club Recorder Andy Clarke 
(ac1967@cantab.net), who will ensure they are passed to RSPB and BTO. Thank you! 

Crane | Nine birds east over Weybourne Station on 8th.  

Avocet | A single east close to the shore at Cromer Lighthouse & East Cliffs on 1st and west at Weybourne on 
25th. Three birds west over Muckleburgh Hill and 2 west offshore at Weybourne, both records from 31st.  

å 9,530 individual records covering 164 bird 

species were added in May 

 

 

NENBC Bird Highlights ð May  202 6  
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Whimbrel |  There were 26 records throughout the month from 6 locations Cromer Lighthouse & East Cliffs (1st 
to 8th with max 3 on 1st), Weybourne (1-5 on seawatches with max 8 on 9th), Sheringham (1 on 13th), Sheringham 
Cliffs & Golf Course (4 on 5th), Muckleburgh Hill (2 on 29th) and West Runton (max 2 on 2nd then singles 20th to 
26th). Photo 2 courtesy of Mark Clements 

Bar-tailed Godwit |  On the 1st, up to 18 reported from 
Weybourne (11 east, 6 west and 1 on beach) and 13 east 
off Cromer Lighthouse & East Cliffs, including a speed-
check of a group of 8 from Weybourne. Singles reported 
west at West Runton on 2nd, east at Cromer on 3rd and also 
Weybourne on same date. A nocturnal flight call was 
recorded over Sheringham on 21st. 

Knot | Two east with a Bar-tailed Godwit at Cromer 
Lighthouse & East Cliffs on 1st and a single west at 
Sheringham on 11th. 

Wood Sandpiper | A single heard calling and then seen 
high over Weybourne Camp on 3rd before heading west. 

Kittiwake |  Twenty seven records from throughout the 
month from several coastal locations. Mostly singles but 
with maximum counts on seawatches of 13 at Weybourne 
on 16th and 28th, 9 at Sheringham on 19th and 7 at 
Weybourne on 10th. 

Mediterranean Gull |  Records throughout the month of 
mostly 1-4 birds, with 5 at Sheringham on 7th and 19th and 
up to 7 at Weybourne on 25th and 26th, all during 
seawatches. Photo 3 courtesy of Mark Clements 

Caspian Gull | A single following a fishing boat and then 
perched on bow showing a blue darvic ring, which 
unfortunately was too distant to read. 

Sandwich Tern | Over 80 records throughout the month 
with triple figure counts all at Weybourne of 161 on 3rd (144 
east, 17 west), 121 on 4th (109 east, 12 west), 169 east on 
10th and 161 west on 17th. Photo 4 courtesy of Mark 
Clements 

Little Tern | Nearly 70 records on 29 days during May. 
There was a count of 113 at Sheringham on 13th with all 
other triple figure counts from Weybourne, 140 on 7th, up 
to 108 on 9th, 251 on 10th and 110 on 20th, all from 
seawatches. Several observations of fishing and one of 
courtship feeding. Photo 5 courtesy of Mark Clements  
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Arctic Tern | One at Cromer Lighthouse & East Cliffs on 1st, 3 east at Weybourne Camp on 8th, 4 at Weybourne 
on 9th and 8 east there on 10thЮШ§ƣőĲƖШƖĲĦŸƖĬƚШŸŉШћĦŸůůŔĦќШƣĲƖŰĲШƽĲƖĲШƖĲƓŸƖƣĲĬЯШĤƨƣШŰŸƣШĦũŸƚĲШĲŰŸƨŊőШŉŸƖШ
observers to rule out Common Tern.  

Arctic Skua | Singles reported at Sheringham, West Runton and Weybourne on 7th.  

Red-throated Diver |  Mostly singles reported on 14 dates but with 5 at Sheringham on 7th during a seawatch 
and 2 east at Weybourne on 17th. 

Great Northern Diver |  One west at Weybourne on 1st. 

Fulmar | Records of mostly 1-3 birds along the coast between Weybourne Camp and Cromer Lighthouse & 
East Cliffs. There were 5 at Weybourne on 28th and 7 there on 29th but the maximum reported were of 18 local 
ĤŔƖĬƚШŸŰШƣőĲШĦũŔŉŉƚШĤĲũŸƽШ9ƖŸůĲƖќƚШ9ċƖŰŔƻċũШ[ŔĲũĬШŸŰШΝst. There was also a record of a single circling over Kelling 
Heath seen from Muckleburgh Hill. 

Glossy Ibis | A single east at Weybourne on 20th and 2 in off the sea over Weybourne Camp and Muckleburgh 
Hill on 31st after being spooked by a model aircraft.  

Spoonbill |  Singles were reported at Weybourne (7th, 20th, 26th, 29th, 31st), West Runton (20th) and Muckleburgh 
Hill (31st). Three east at Weybourne on 9th were tracked as far as Trimingham, with 3 again there on 26th and 
Muckleburgh Hill on 29th plus 5 east at West Runton on 27th. 

Great White Egret | Two  birds flew east over Weybourne village on 5th, one 
with a dangling leg, also reported on a bird flying over Felbrigg Park later that 
morning. Three west at West Runton on 7th, 1 east over Muckleburgh on 12th, 
2 over Weybourne / Weybourne Cliffs on 12th and 16th, a single west at West 
Runton on 25th and finally another east over Swanton Novers on 26th. Photo 
6 courtesy of Andrew Crossley 

Osprey | Just one record of a single thermalling high over Mundesley on 29th 
being mobbed by a gull. 

Honey-buzzard | A record of one, possibly two, single birds seen a long time 
apart over Swanton Novers on 21st. The first headed north, the second came 
in from the east but could have circled round.  

Goshawk | A highlight of the Felbrigg Park Big Sit on 9th was a Goshawk being pursued by a Buzzard. Records 
from Swanton Novers on 21st, 23rd, 26th (male) and 27th (male) were all of singles. Similarly, singles at Thornage 
and Roughton on 27th and Swanton Novers on 31st with 2 there on 30th. 

Short-eared Owl | One was quartering rough pasture and winter barley at Paston on 21st. 

Hoopoe | Reports of singles (or more likely a single) in 3 locations during May. On the 3rd a Hoopoe was in 
gardens west of Beeston Bump; on 4th, reports were from a Sheringham rooftop in the Nelson Road area; and 
on 5th a bird was reported singing in Station road and 2 days later in Pine Walk, Weybourne. Photo 7 courtesy of 
Richard Farrow  
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Kingfisher |  Singles at 5 locations during May т 
Gimingham on 4th and 9th; Antingham & Bradfield, around 
the bridge, on 8th and 9th; Blickling Park on 12thЯШìŸũƚĲǃќƚШ
Farm (private) on 23rd and Felbrigg Park on 27th. Photo 8 
courtesy of Ken Thornton 

Bee-eater |  One west over a Sheringham garden on 8th. 
Flight path suggested it was heading somewhat inland 
rather than along the coast. 

Red-footed Falcon |  Third Party Report of an adult female 
drifting north east over the sea at Sheringham on 1st. 

Hobby | Forty six records throughout May from over 11 
coastal and inland locations. Most records were of single 
birds. A minimum of 2, possibly up to 5, during 14 hours of 
our NENBC Big Sit at Felbrigg Park on 9th. Photo 9 courtesy 
of Mark Clements 

Peregrine | Plenty of records around Cromer of the church 
pair and their 3 chicks which hatched earlier in the month. 
See page 34 for much more info on their progress. There 
have been reports of some intruding Peregrine encounters 
there in the past few weeks but the only records logged 
away from Cromer during May were a single at Weybourne, 
east, on both 4th and 16th. 

Red-backed Shrike | Felbrigg Park was the place to be on 
26th when a single female was present for much of the day 
around the lake area. The following morning a call was 
picked up by Merlin but there were no further sightings. 
Photos 10a and 10b from Trevor Williams and David 
Griffiths 

Golden Oriole | Singles reported west over Incleborough 
and West Runton on 22nd, and again on 23rd, with a Third 
Party Report over Sheringham on 26th. 

Hooded Crow | One on Weybourne Camp on 7th and east 
around Muckleburgh Hill on 8th.   

Raven | Both records were reported from Swanton Novers 
on 23rd and 26th.  

Marsh Tit | Just one record of 2 birds at Mannington Hall 
Park on 8th. 

Woodlark |  We are not including detailed information in 
the newsletter of the locations of this species during the 
breeding season. | Twenty nine records from 3 locations of 
between 1-3 birds. 

Willow Warbler |  Nearly 70 records during May from 15 
locations including Kelling Heath, Felbrigg Park, Beaston 
Common and Sheringham Cemetery, with most records 
being singing-only records. Photo 11 courtesy of Mark 
Clements 

Grasshopper Warbler |  A single bird was present on 2nd at 
Dilham Canal and also one at Antingham & Bradfield on 
7th. A bird was heard singing at Weybourne from 23rd 
through to 31st.  

8 
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Lesser Whitethroat |  Fifty four records from 17 
locations all month. All records were of singles, 
mostly singing, with 2 at Antingham & Bradfield on 
7th.  

Dartford Warbler |  We are not including detailed 
information in the newsletter of the locations of this 
species during the breeding season. | Records of 1-2 
birds from one location. 

Firecrest |  Eight records of singles reported on 6 
dates at Sheringham Park, High Kelling, East Runton 
& Thains Lane, Pretty Corner Wood and Selbrigg 
Pond.  

3Ring Ouzel | A female in cattle fields at West 
Runton on 1st was the only report.  

Spotted Flycatcher |  Records of singles from 
Antingham & Bradfield, West Runton, Weybourne, 
Swanton Novers, Selbrigg Pond, Beeston Regis and 
Muckleburgh Hill with most likely to be migrating 
birds. A handful of records from undisclosed 
locations of more than one bird. Photo 12 courtesy of 
David Griffiths 

Pied Flycatcher |  A male was widely recorded at 
Sheringham Cemetery from 6th to 8th. It was variously 
described as very mobile with several reports of its 
ĦőċƖċĦƣĲƖŔƚƣŔĦШћŉũǃШĦċƣĦőŔŰŊќШŉĲĲĬŔŰŊ. Photo13 
courtesy of Mark Clements 

Black Redstart |  One record of a single at 
Hempstead on 1st. 

Redstart | One at Cromer on 9th, one heard at Beeston Common on 10th and a further record from Swanton 
Novers on 23rd. 

Whinchat |  One at Weybourne Cliffs on 2nd and an elusive male reported at West Runton on 20th. 

Wheatear | Twenty six records on 14 dates between 1st and 26th. Mostly 1-3 birds but 7 at West Runton and up 
to 6 Weybourne area on 1st, and again there on 5th. Photo14 courtesy of Andrew Crossley 

 

Yellow Wagtail |  Most records were of birds passing on migration on 10 dates from the coast between 
Weybourne and West Runton, with a couple of outliers at Beeston Bump and Walcott. Higher numbers were 
reported at the beginning of the month with high counts on 1st of 15 mainly west at West Runton, on 2nd 38 
west there, on 3rd 14 west at Weybourne with 12 again at West Runton on 17th.  

12 

13 
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Grey Wagtail | Most of the 28 records were of singles 
but a pair were reported carrying food at Selbrigg 
Pond on several dates and there were p to 5 at 
Mannington Hall Park. A recently fledged juvenile 
was observed at Southrepps sewage works on 30th. 
Photo15 courtesy of Mick Rebane 

Tree Pipit | One west at West Runton on 20th with a 
recorded nocturnal flight call over a Sheringham 
garden on 21st.  

Hawfinch |  A male on conifers at Weybourne Camp on 3rd and one west over Incleborough Hill on 20th. 

Redpoll | A Lesser Redpoll east over Muckleburgh Hill on 8th. 

Common Crossbill |  Six at Aylmerton on 10th, up to 6 along the coast on the 25th and one (possibly 2) at 
Selbrigg Pond on 27th. 
 

June can be seen as a more relaxed month after the excitement of spring migration, but it can still be an 
excellent one and this month we have already had reports of Black Kite and Stone-curlew. 

After a wet few weeks. the success, or otherwise, of our breeding birds should begin to become apparent and 
it is always worth noting such observations in the records section of our website as this helps to build a fuller 
picture of the bird life in our area. It should be remembered that the location of rare breeding birds should not 
be disclosed as per Schedule 1 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act. If in doubt, please contact a committee 
member before posting.  

If you are near suitable habitat (farmland with grassland or cereal crop), then try to see if you can track down a 
Quail. They are the only migrant species in the Phasianidae family, and although Quails are on the Amber List 
they are now in partial recoverǃЮШÑőĲШĦőċŰĦĲƚШŸŉШċĦƣƨċũũǃШћƚĲĲŔŰŊќШŸŰĲШċƖĲШƓƖĲƣƣǃШƚũŔůШĤƨƣШŉċůŔũŔċƖŔƚĲШǃŸƨƖƚĲũŉШƽŔƣőШ
ƣőĲŔƖШĬŔƚƣŔŰĦƣŔƻĲШљƽĲƣ-my-ũŔƓƚњШĦċũũЮШ ŰШĲǂċůƓũĲШĦċŰШĤĲШőĲċƖĬШhere. Hirundines are still about so over any of the 
ĦũƨĤќƚШũċťĲƚШċŰĬШƓŸŰĬƚШǃŸƨШƽŔũũШőŸƓĲŉƨũũǃШĤĲШċĤũĲШƣŸШƽċƣĦőШÉƽŔŉƣƚЯШÉƽċũũŸƽƚШċŰĬШůċƖƣŔŰƚШőċƽťŔŰŊШŉŸƖШŔŰƚĲĦƣƚШ
and maybe even a Hobby. 

Seawatching should begin to pick up this month, so if you have an hour or two to spare early one morning, it may 
be worth a trip to the coast to scan the waves for passing seabirds such as terns, scoters and shearwaters and 
wċĬĲƖШƓċƚƚċŊĲШĦċŰШċũƚŸШĤĲШƖĲƽċƖĬŔŰŊЯШƓċƖƣŔĦƨũċƖũǃШĬƨƖŔŰŊШƣőĲШũċƣƣĲƖШőċũŉШŸŉШƣőĲШůŸŰƣőЮШÑċťĲШċШũŸŸťШċƣШƣőĲШ7Ñ§ќƚШ
Bird Identification Videos  to hone your ID skills. 

If you look at the Wordsearch on page 39ЯШǃŸƨќũũ see what a great collection of 
birds we had turn up last June, so you never know what you might be lucky 

enough to catch up with!  

Photos courtesy of Richard Farrow (Swallow), Sand Martin (Moss 
Taylor), House Martin (Mark Clements)  

June: What to look forward to é.. 
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https://www.bto.org/our-science/projects/bird-ringing-scheme/taking-part/protected-birds
https://xeno-canto.org/species/Coturnix-coturnix
https://www.bto.org/id-videos
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24th  Oystercatcher 2 Mannington 
Hall Park 

Trevor 
Williams 

pair on the Hall lawn (one wearing metal BTO-type ring) - 
during Wild About Mannington event 

19th  Caspian Gull 1 Sheringham Phil Borley following fishing boat. perched on bow of boat showing a 
blue darvic ring, unfortunately too distant to read. 

 

 

All records this month were from Andy Clarke at Sheringham. 
 

21st Quail Nocturnal flight call over garden, 0042 (4 triplet calls); new species for the garden recording list! 

24th Little Grebe Nocturnal flight call over garden, 0005 (four calls) 

21st Bar-tailed Godwit Nocturnal flight call over garden, 0401 (single double call) 

21st Tree Pipit Nocturnal flight call over garden, 0312 (single call) 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Greylag Goose | 8 on camp. 2 adult with six gosling on 
camp, walking west, last seen on beach leaving club 
recording area. | Phil Borley | Weybourne | 2nd 

Nightjar |  This bird flew west to east as I was having a 
beer! The sun had already set. I was looking west watching 
the sky change from orange to darker hues of blue and 
was amazed to see this bird rise over my 2.5m high brick 
wall, then fly low over me, flapping and gliding with raised 
wings. A perfect end to the day :-). The following day during 
a nearby BTO Woodcock survey I noticed that Nightjars 
started churring at 21.08 with most churring ending by 
21.50, perhaps as they started hawking more rather than 
displaying and around the same time this bird crossed my 
garden. | John Swallo | Holt | 25th 

Pheasant | On A148. 1 seemed determined to get itself 
killed; I came to a dead stop and still it dithered, changing 

its mind about which direction to go 3 times before it 
finally made it to safety.| Val Stubbs | Sheringham Cliffs & 
Golf Course | 3rd 

Pheasant | Female Pheasant in the garden with 9 chicks, 2 
much paler than the others. Magpies spent a good while 
eyeing them. UPDATE They were gradually depleted over 3 
days to zero, at which point the mother became furious 
and whenever we went outside she rushed at as spitting, 
hissing, wings up like a territorial swan and trying to kick 
us. This went on for several days. Obviously thought it was 
our fault but she is calm again now. | Carol Thornton | 
Gresham | 16th 

Swift | ΡǂШÉĦƖĲċůŔŰŊШŸƻĲƖШũċƚƣШǃĲċƖќƚШŰĲƚƣŔŰŊШũŸĦċƣŔŸŰЯШƣőĲǃШ
are back! | Stella Baylis | Southrepps Common | 5th 

Member Highs, Lows and Ponderings  

All member comments are taken from the notes section of the website. We are getting a lot more detail on the  

birds and their activities these days which makes these summaries longer, but much richer, so please keep it up 

everyone!  

Observations from last month é..                  Member Extra!

Ringed Bird Highlights  
Just a reminder to folk logging ringed birds on our website. Although we send our data off en masse to the  

county recorder through BirdTrack uploads, we donõt directly contact ringing coordinators of individual 

projects ð that needs to be down to you if you have a sighting. Project coordinators love to get data on their birds ð after 

all, that is the reason for ringing them - so here is a reminder on how to do it from Chris Lamsdell:  

òPlease report your colour ring birds to the relevant project co-ordinator which can be found through the EU Colour 

Ring website https://cr -birding.org/ . Locally ringed Turnstones stones (red flag three letters starting JAA), Black -

headed Gulls (red rings starting 2C00) and Marsh Tit (white rings 00 -99) can be reported through 

https://iceni.shinyapps.io/sightings/  Metal only rings can be report to the BTO 

https://app.bto.org/euring/lang/pages/rings.jsp ó 
 

Noc -Mig Highlights  

Calling all those members out there who dabble in nocturnal recordings of over -flying birds é please do pop 

your confirmed records on the website. They donõt count towards your Star or Green badges but they are an interesting 

addition to our data.  Supporting sonogram images welcome. But what about those off -the-wall identifications the 

analysis software comes up with? The advancements in technology are great but they are a guide rather than a 

definitive ID so you do need to check your recordings yo urself using website databases like Xeno -Canto or BirdNet for 

example. Please donõt log these ôdodgyõ records on the website, but do drop us an email to let us know your best ôif 

onlyõ records of the month!  
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https://app.bto.org/euring/lang/pages/rings.jsp


Page 11 

 

Swift | 9x A screaming squadron swept round as I walked 
along Fairview Road but then disappeared | Bob Farndon | 
North Walsham | 21st 

Moorhen | ΝШċĬƨũƣШċŰĬШΝШĦőŔĦťШŔŰШƣőĲШŊċƖĬĲŰЮШШÑőĲǃќƻĲШĤƖĲĬШ
in the border hedge between Glen Rosa and Glen Haven or 
just on the Glen Haven side.  Both adults were seen earlier 
in the year. | John Cole | Happisburgh | 18th 

Crane | 9x East over Weybourne but inland having been 
tracked from further west. Their transit had been along the 
ridgeline and I only just managed to see them. Who would 
have thought tracking 9 large birds would be so difficult? | 
David Griffiths | Weybourne | 8th 

Sandwich Tern | 21 east, 18 west - presumably local birds 
commuting between breeding and feeding grounds - 
during 2 hour sea-watch | Trevor Williams | Cromer 
Lighthouse & East Cliffs | 8th 

Sandwich Tern | Fishing enthusiastically. | Stephanie 
Witham | East Runton (Coastwatch Station) | 21st 

Little Tern | 1 sitting on sea while the other courtship fed 
it. | Tony Pope | Weybourne Cliffs | 30th 

Little Tern | Up  to 20 birds diving and feeding very close to 
shore opposite SALT café | David Barrass | Sheringham | 
31st 

Sparrowhawk |  Female eating one of our Collared Doves, 
the remaining singleton looking around for their friend! | 
Stella Baylis | Southrepps Common | 4thќ 

Bee-eater | 1 west, over garden.  Flight path suggested it 
was heading somewhat inland rather than along the coast.  
So often migrant Bee-eaters are heard but not seen; this 
was the opposite and a nice surprise. | Andy Clarke | 
Sheringham | 8th 

Hobby | Present when we arrived. We watched until it left 
at 12:01.  It repeatedly dived down from a dead tree, 
caught an insect low over the lake and returned to its 
perch to eat its prey.  Best views ever. | Peter & Sue 
Morrison | Selbrigg Pond | 27th 

Red-baked Shrike | Glad I picked up the alert. A really 
good view and a lifer for me | David Barras | Felbrigg Park & 
Lake | 26thќ 

Magpie | Trying to get onto suet feeder, but foiled by the 
cage! | Val Stubbs | Weybourne | 16th 

Carrion Crow | 2 eating a rabbit carcase, then drove off a 
Great black-backed Gull which tried to get the meal.   | Phil 
Borley | Weybourne | 28th 

Carrion Crow | flew at and struck a wood pigeon, which 
was on the ground, causing the pigeon to lose several 
feathers | Phil Borley | Weybourne | 30th 

Blue Tit | 3x  Juvenile just left the nest without being able 
to fly is being fed by parents on the ground. | Doug & Jenny 
Cullern | Holt | 29th 

Great Tit | Heard at 5 am; 1 somehow managed to get into 
the conservatory through a window that was scarcely 
open, but flew out readily when I opened the door, and 1 
on our roof | Val Stubbs | Weybourne | 3rd 

Sand Martin | Lots of birds but highly scattered.  There are 
approximately 500 holes but no idea of occupancy rate. | 
John Cole | Happisburgh | 22nd 

House Martin |  25x around water main leak, plenty of 
building mud ,thanks to anglia water | Brian Shaw | 
Weybourne | 25thќ 

9ĲƣƣŔќƚШìċƖĤũĲƖШ҇ A new bird for our Big Sit list - during 14 
hours of Big Sit in support of Global Big (birding) Day | 
Trevor Williams | Felbrigg Park & Lake | 9th 

Willow Warbler |  A mixed singer with significant chiffchaff 
portions in the west garden | Andrew Kershaw | Felbrigg 
Park & Lake | 13th 

Sedge Warbler | Reeds railway side of Bramble lane, had 
been occasional calls during day but continuous at night 
interspersed with Cetti's! Singing for at least a couple of 
hours. | Sue Parsons | Southrepps Common | 24th 

Reed Warbler | Heard first. Then found with thermal 
moving low in reeds very near water then seen briefly with 
bins. | Stu Buck | Dilham Canal | 8th 

Reed Warbler | In the conifer right opposite my house. 
Very nice listening to it with my first cup of coffee!! Never 
had one there before. I presume there's been a bit of a fall 
today as I'm about 3 minutes from the sea and very near 
the golf course. | Jane Crossen | Sheringham | 18th 

Blackcap |  10x There are a lot of Blackcap this year, I 
stopped on the Jubilee Boardwalk and could hear 3 
Blackcaps and 3 Chiffchaff at that one location! | Stella 
Baylis | Southrepps Common | 5th   

Whitethroat | 9x Must have been a fall overnight - one east 
perimeter of golf course, five on path up to Skelding. Two 
at Skelding Hill and one just west of it. | Jane Crossen | 
Sheringham Cliffs & Golf Course | 3rd 

Whitethroat |  Showy but rarely settled. Moving from one 
song perch to another. | Stu Buck | Antingham & Bradfield | 
8th 

Goldcrest |  Firs north side of playing field bordering the 
new-ish housing. Really nice to see one. Don't see them 
often there and then it is usually winter. | Jane Crossen | 
Sheringham Cemetery | 13th 

Wren | Just seen bathing in water bowl in my garden. | 
Anne Sims | Gresham | 15th 

Wheatear | Richly marked female in paddocks (possibly 
Greenland?); visible migration watch 0600-0800 | Andy 
Clarke | West Runton | 22nd 

Bullfinch |  pair at garden pond, now a regular visitor, 
though not even annual previously. But seemingly much 
scarcer now in NENBC area. | Chris Mason | Beeston Regis 
| 24th 

Greenfinch |  M & F on seed feeder in back garden, and juv 
trying to work out how to use the feeder | Val Stubbs | 
Weybourne | 4th 

Pied Wagtail | Always seems to appear with the spotted 
flycatcher and not at this location at any other time of 
year. | Chris & Kathrin Turner | At Home | 17th  
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NENBC WhatsApp groups 

We have 3! We need your mobile number to sign 
you up for any of them and you will need to 
activate WhatsApp on your phone if you are not 
already using it. There are a few rules on the 1st 
two groups which you will need to agree to on sign 
up that ensures they run as smoothly as possible 
for our volunteer administrators and the instant 
info you get is of use. Please be aware that like all 
WhatsApp groups, your number will be visible to 
ŀƭƭ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ƘƛŘŜ 
them. 

 
NE Norfolk Sea -watching  is administered by 
Trevor Williams and is for any active and 
participating seawatchers along the north east 
Norfolk coast whether they are club members or 
not. 

NENBC Alerts  is administered by Tony Forster 
and is solely for club members to share news on 
the location of interesting birds within the club 
area. 

 
NENBC Communications  has been set up so 
we have a means of contacting members quickly 
and easily without going through the email / 
ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ǊƻǳǘŜΦ ²Ŝ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƭƛƪŜ ΧΦ 

 sending out reminders a day or two before 
scheduled club events 

 letting folk know where we are running a 
short-ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ΨtƻǇ-¦ǇΩ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ 
published schedule  

 advising to any last-minute changes to 
scheduled events  

Unlike the other WhatsApp groups only the 
Admins can send messages out; ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿƻƴΩǘ 
be able to respond Ǿƛŀ ƛǘ ǎƻ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀ 
lot of traffic on it. It ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ōƛǊŘ ŀƭŜǊǘ 
ǎƻ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŘǳǇƭƛŎŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜs of our other two. 
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Overview     General Walks Information  
 

 Talks on the last Thursday 

evening of the month at 

Gresham Village Hall from 

Sep-Nov and Jan-Apr, also 

available live via Zoom  

 Walks around Felbrigg Park 

on the 3rd  Wednesday 

morning of the month Sep -Jul 

 Varied monthly weekend 

walks and the odd evening 

one from Sep-Jul 

 Special events including:  

 Coordinated Seawatch  

 Walks Weeks  

 Christmas Social & AGM  

 New Yearõs Day Birding 
Challenge  

 NENBC Big Sit  

 Global Big Bird Day 

activities  

 Birding for Beginners 

Course  

 Short-notice themed ôpop-

upõ sessions 

Car-sharing is always 

encouraged, or even better, 

walking or cycling . 

 
 

Non -Club Local Events é. 
 

  

 

Whatõs On?  

General Event Information  ð please see our website or ôupcoming eventsõ 

in this newsletter for fuller details  of what we have on offer  

 

Please wear clothing suitable to conditions  - footpaths can be muddy at 

any time of the year . 

YOUNG PEOPLE:  Children are always welcome if accompanied by 

well -behaved adults and we would be happy to see young members  

aged 16 and 17 attend unaccompanied with prior written consent from a 

parent or guardian who has also supplied a phone number where they 

can be contacted in an emergency.   

DOGS:  We regret no dogs  except assistance dogs . 

EQUIPMENT:  Binoculars are always recommended to gain full 

enjoyment from your birding and for some of our walks , a scope is 

definitely useful but donõt forget youõll have to carry it!  

ACCESSIBILITY : Unfortunately most of our walks arenõt suitable for 

wheelchair users but please do contact us on nenbc@aol.co.uk  to see 

which of our events are or could be adapted to be so. 

BADGES:  Birds seen on club -area walks count towards individual Star 

badges & if you walk or cycle from home, they also count towards your 

Eco-Badges. 

BOOKING:  In a change from previous years - you generally wonõt need 

to book for any of our walks so just turn up on the day if you fancy it . We 

advise joining the Wh atsApp Comms group which we will always use if 

we have to make any last minute changes. There may be the occasional 

time we do need advance numbers and bookings and if this is the case it 

will say so on our publicity  
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Felbeck Trust Annual Bioblitz 

Sunday June 7th | 10.00-16.00 
West Beckham Old Allotments 

άAn opportunity to join our species experts in 
identifying as many species as possible. This year 
we are including the option of a guided walk from 
WBOA to our site at West Beckham Green and, for 
those who want, onward to our site at East 
Beckham Common, before returning to WBOAέ 

Free | enquiry@felbecktrust.org.uk 

Do come along ς always a great day out! 

The North Walsham and Dilham Canal Trust will 
be celebrating the 200th anniversary of the 
opening of the canal on the weekend of the 29th 
& 30th August and NENBC plan to be there to 
support them on the 29th. 

mailto:nenbc@aol.co.uk
mailto:enquiry@felbecktrust.org.uk
https://nwdct.org/canal-festival-forms/
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Upcoming  Events  
 

We are easing down over the coming weeks but we still have two more double Felbrigg Park Walk s this season 
offering a short or a standard stroll, a walk at Dilham Canal and Pigneys Wood  this month and hopefully a visit 
to the Sea Palling Tern Colony  for our July walk. Sorry, no more evening talks until the autumn ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
generally do an August walk. Do keep an eye out for our pop-up events which are our short-notice activities ς we 
Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ΨŎƻƳŜ Ƨƻƛƴ ƳŜ ƻƴ ŀ ǿŀƭƪΩ ƻǊ ŀ seawatch session. Look forward to seeing you at these events soon.   

Page 14 

Felbrigg Park  Walk s 

17th  June 2026 
 

Following the success of our 
March double event, we will 
offering two walks on the 3 rd 

Wednesday of the month for the 
next few month s at least.  

In addition to our usual romp  
with we will also be leading a 

second shorter and slower walk 
for those who find our normal 

offer more than they are willing / 
able to do. We really hope that 
many of you will come and join 
us. The plan  is a staggered start 

with us all meeting up in the café 
afterwards at 11am. 

 

Our Felbrigg Park walks are sociable 
events and  cater for all levels of 

birding ability so come and give us a 
try. Our route is dependent on the 

local bird and other wildlife recently 
reported or likely to be present on the 
day. We normally see between 30 and 

50 species. 
 

 

Walk 1 | 9:00am to 11:00am | º 2+ m 
A bit of a romp with Trevor Williams  

 
Walk 2 | 9:30am to 11:00am | º 1 m 
Slow and steady with Nick Kimber  

 
 
 

 §Ш7§§uf ]ШÅEÄќ? | PARK & MEET: 
Main Felbrigg Hall car park т free for 

National Trust members | 
ACCESSIBILITY: footbaths, 

grassland, a bit of mud usually and 
can be uneven in places | FACILITIES: 

Café and loos at the Hall | CLUB 
BADGES: In area so all appropriate 

individual records count.  
 

| 17th Jun | 15th Jul | 
| 16th Sep | 21st Oct | 

 

Please come and join us on the 3rd 
Wednesday of the month (except 

August), you would be most welcome! 
 
 

 

Pigneys Wood and Dilham Canal  Walk  

*** s ummer days  ***  

Satur day 1 3th  June 

9.30 am 1.00 pm   

Walk Leader: Julian Thomas  
 

The long early summer days of June are an ideal time to enjoy the varied 
range of habitats and species on part of Pigneys Wood reserve as well as 

the adjacent Dilham Canal. Pigneys Wood has been managed by the 
Norfolk Wildlife Trust since 2017 and conserva tion works on the 

grassland, ponds, fen and woodland is underway. Adjacent to the reserve 
ŔƚШƣőĲШũŔŰĲċƖШƽċƣĲƖƽċǃШƣőċƣШŔƚШƣőĲШћ ŸƖƣőШìċũƚőċůШċŰĬШ?ŔũőċůШ9ċŰċũќЮШÑőĲШ
ŉƨũũШĲǂƣĲŰƣШŔƚШΦШůŔũĲƚШũŸŰŊШыƽĲШƽŸŰќƣШƽċũťШŔƣШċũũгьШċŰĬШőŔƚƣŸƖŔĦċũũǃШƽőĲƖƖŔĲƚШ
could sail the entire length transporting cargo between the bone mills at 
Antingham Ponds and Wayford Bridge. In recent years, thanks largely to 
volunteer effort, restoration has seen water return to some sections and 
the birds have followed. Both these locations togethe r host impressive 

numbers of warblers along with other resident and migrant species. Back 
ŔŰШsƨŰĲШΞΜΞΜЯШċШ7ũǃƣőќƚШÅĲĲĬШìċƖĤũĲƖШƽċƚШŉŸƨŰĬШőĲƖĲШċŰĬШĬĲũŔŊőƣĲĬШůċŰǃШ

people during the Covid pandemic. No promises of such a sighting on this 
walk but June is a key month for the more unusual warblers! Other 

wildlife is worth looking out for т depending on the weather we may see a 
variety of butterflies, dragonflies and damselflies and other interesting 

invertebrates. . 
 

PARK & MEET:  ŸƖŉŸũťШìŔũĬũŔŉĲШÑƖƨƚƣќƚШÂŔŊŰĲǃƚШìŸŸĬШĦċƖШƓċƖťЮШÑőŔƚШŔƚШċШƚůċũũШ
car park so please arrange car sharing where possible. Free entry and parking 

| Grid reference TG 29679 32152 | What3Words:  socialite.oldest.interest  | 
GIS: Easting 629679, Northing 332152 

DISTANCE: approx 4 miles but flexible  

ACCESSIBILITY: Paths are all level and are gravel tracks and some grassy 
areas. Some may be uneven and bumpy in places. Depending on previous 

rainfall, there may be some damper aeras in the wood, although overall it is 
likely to be dry underfoot. There is some shade in the wood but the canal side 

track is largely open and may be warm, please bring sunscreen and wear a 
sunhat. There may be ticks so please use insect repellent, wear long trousers 
and covered walking shoes or boots. We will not be walking through very tall 

vegetation. 

FACILITIES: There are no toilets or cafes available during the walk. The 
nearest public toilets and other facilities (pubs, cafes) can be found in nearby 
North Walsham. Bring plenty of water for a summer walk and any snacks you 

might need.  

CLUB BADGES: The walk is mostly within the club area so some records can 
count towards club star badges and the green eco ones if you walk or 

biked there. 

 
 

Sea Palling to Eccles on Sea т Little Tern Walk with Stella Baylis  

Saturday  4th July |  9:30am to 1:0pm 
Details on website  

Prior booking is required for this walk, maximum 10 participants, to 
minimise disturbance. Email nenbc@aol.co.uk   

mailto:nenbc@aol.co.uk
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§ŰШċШƖŸũũШƽŔƣőШŸƨƖШŰĲƽШĬŸƨĤũĲрƽċũťШĲƻĲŰƣШċŊċŔŰШũċƚƣШůŸŰƣőШċƣШ[ĲũĤƖŔŊŊШÂċƖťрШƖĲċĬШċũũШċĤŸƨƣШ
ƣőĲůШĤŸƣőШĤĲũŸƽШв 

òThe merry cuckow, messenger of Spring, His trumpet shrill hath thrice already 

sounded.ó ñ Edmund Spenser| by Dave Billham 
 

The morning of the May club walk was one of those 
where it was hard to decide what to wear; overcast, 
might rain, might be sunny. So, suncream and anorak 
it was. With Trevor being elsewhere, I had the honour 
of leading the walk, which meant deciding on a route 
to take. With the two previous walks both racking up 
species totals of 50 plus, it would be great to do it for 
a third time, so some thought was required. However, 
I was still undecided as we gathered in the car park 
awaiting the start time. We did have the bonus of 
Nick leading the second walk, starting half an hour 
later, to help with this species collecting; that was 
good. I thought I would consult the oracle (Carol) 
when she arrived, to see what she might have found 
on her walk in. 

Arriving early, I got out the car to hear a faint but 
distinctive call drifting across the park т Cuckoo ! The 
first on a club walk this year, and my first of the year 
too in the club area, big bonus. As the fourteen 
members assembled, including John from Essex on 
his first Felbrigg walk, we could hear it calling every 

now and again. When Carol arrived I 
could tell she had some exciting news 
to impart; she was quite deflated when 
she found out we had already heard it! 
She had been looking for it on her way 
across the park, hence her slightly 
later arrival than usual. We decided 

that we would spend the walk trying to find it, as 
many of those present, though familiar with the call, 
were much less so with actually seeing one. The great 
Cuckoo hunt was on! 

We had found a number of other species as we 
waited to start; a trio of corvids in the shape of Rook, 
Carrion Crow  and Jackdaw; in the fields 
Woodpigeon , Pheasant and Red-legged Partridge, 
and overhead lone examples of Swallow  and Red 
Kite . Singers heard were Blackcap , Chaffinch , Song 
Thrush, Blackbird , Goldfinch  and Dunnock . 
Following the Cuckoo calls, we set off on a curving 
route towards the lake. A brief burst of song alerted 
us to a Pied Wagtail  on the roof of the house, and 
skirting the woods we also heard Wren and 
Chiffchaff . 

 

Last Month õs Double Mid -Week  Wa lk  

Felbrigg Park | Wednesday 20th May 
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The Cuckoo was on the move, now sounding to be 
nearer the lake, so we took the track above the water 
meadows to follow it. 

A burst of song ahead of us was identified by John as 
Lesser Whitethroat , the first walk record this year. It 
proved to be an extremely obliging individual, singing 
from a bush on the track even as we were stood 
directly beneath it! Much less easy to see however, 
due to the thick foliage. Other vocalists along the 
track were Greenfinch , Blue Tit and Willow Warbler , 
this latter surprisingly being a new addition to the 
club walk species list since I started the list-keeping 
in 2021. On the water meadow we could see a pair of 
Egyptian Goose, Moorhen , and a Grey Heron sat in 
a tree.  

 

The Cuckoo had gone silent on us, so we took some 
time to scan the reeds and tussocks for Snipe, 
unfortunately with no luck. We did, however, pick up 
a lone Magpie, and heard the song of a couple of 
reedbed specialists; Reed Bunting and Reed 
Warbler . 

 
Reaching the lake, we found Mute Swan, Coot , 
Cormorant  and an overflying Herring Gull  (and of 
course, we all initially thought, Mallard т except there 
were none to be seen). Carol had noted some on her 
way in, but for now they had tucked themselves away 

into the lakeside vegetation. And for the remaining 
time we had the lake in view, there they remained, 
and we did not find a single one! The Cuckoo now 
resumed calling, it had moved on again, and 
appeared to be at the far end of the lake, beyond the 
dam wall т we were off again. As we pursued it we 
spied a Linnet  sat on a fence post, whilst flying over 
us were Great Spotted Woodpecker , Common 
Buzzard and Great Tit. 

A sighting of Swift  feeding high above us was a first 
for a club walk this year; these aerial artists are 
always a delight to see. We were now approaching 
ƣőĲШĬċůШċƣШƣőĲШũċťĲќƚШĲŰĬЯШċŰĬШƣőĲШŊƖŸƨƓШőċĬШŊŸƣШ
strung out along the path. Suddenly we heard the 
Cuckoo call again, but this time from behind us, right 
at the other end of the lake, where we had been 
earlier. Were there now two birds, or had it doubled 
back on us? Those of us at the front of the group had 
our view of the lake obscured by bushes, but those at 
the rear had a clear view, and Carol and a few others 
had seen the bird flying down the length of the lake. 
Well, no-one had said Cuckoo-chasing was easy, but 
at least some of us had got the desired view! 

Completing our walk to the dam wall we noted 
singing Robin, Skylark  and Whitethroat , calling 
Stock Dove and Green Woodpecker  and a Kestrel  
sitting in a tree, along with a good sighting of a Roe 
Deer, its white bum giving it away in the reeds. After a 
brief discussion with Carol I decided to head along 
ƣőĲШũċťĲќƚШƽŸŸĬĲĬШƓċƣőЯШƣőĲŰШŔŰƣŸШƣőĲШƽŸŸĬƚШƣŸШƣċťĲШ
us behind the house, in the hope of picking up the 
woodland species we were missing, and maybe even 
re-connecting with the Cuckoo. This walk took 
around twenty-five minutes and was filled with 
birdsong, but all we managed to add to the list was a 
single Jay. Emerging from the trees behind the house 
we met the other group, comprised of Nick plus 
seven club members, also on their way back to the 
café. A Feral Pigeon by the house was the last 
species noted.  

After a brief from Carol about upcoming club events, I 
took the opportunity to get together with Nick to 
consult his species list; they had found Mallard , 
giving us a total of 46 species; very good indeed, even 
if not the hoped for fifty, and a combined total of 
twenty-ƣƽŸШĦũƨĤШůĲůĤĲƖƚЮШ ŔĦťќƚШŊƖŸƨƓШőċĬШċũƚŸШ
heard the Willow Warbler singing a number of times, 
an improvement on our brief and faint version for this 
now uncommon Felbrigg visitor. All in all it was, as 
ever, a smashing walk; the thrill of the hunt, plenty to 
see and hear and the chance to have a chat with 
various club members т and it did not rain! 
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A slow and steady lake loop | by Nick Kimber  

A group of eight of us met in the main car park at 
9:30 for a slower, shorter walk around Felbrigg Park, 
where we were serenaded by a Blackcap , one of the 
many we heard on the walk. We set off along the 
drive, and noted the large number of sheep and 
lambs attracting the usual flocks Rooks and 
Jackdaws. We turned and walked down towards the 
lake and Denise spotted a Cormorant  flying over to 
the lake, and she also picked up the call of a Great 
Spotted Woodpecker , which we subsequently saw 
flying across the meadow. From our vantage point 
above the lake, we observed Mute Swans, Coot  and 
ƣőĲШΦаΜΜШŸќĦũŸĦťШŊƖŸƨƓШũĲĬШĤǃШ?ċƻŔĬЮШfƣШƽċƚШċШŊƖĲċƣШ
pleasure to hear a Cuckoo  calling several times, 
and see several Swifts  flying over the meadow. We 
were able to hear and see a number of Reed Buntings, a pair of Egyptian Geese on the meadow, and several 
Linnets  on the gorse. We then walked down to the meadow bridge and heard a number of Reed Warblers and 
Wrens, and Stephanie spotted a Kestrel flying over the shelter belt. We retraced our steps and followed the 
path above the water meadow, where Chaffinch , Moorhen , Mallard  and Song Thrush were added to our list. 
A Buzzard was seen casually ignoring the mobbing Carrion Crows . Several times we heard the melodious 
falling song of a Willow Warbler , a bird I have not heard for some time at Felbrigg Park. Hoping to add a few of 
the smaller birds that had evaded us in the breeze by the lake, we headed up into the wood behind the house, 
ƽőĲƖĲШ?ĲŰŔƚĲќƚШťĲĲŰШőĲċƖŔŰŊШċũũŸƽĲĬШƨƚШƣŸШŉŔŰċũũǃШċĬĬШBlue Tit and Great Tit to our list. As we left the wood, 
we found a group of Swallows  swooping down to collect soft mud by the water trough by the farm field gate. 
Making our way around to the house front, we met up with the earlier group, enabling us to join together for a 
sociable and well-earned coffee. In all we clocked up a total of 33 species.  
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By Colin Blaxill  

On a day that threatened rain, ten 
members met to enjoy a virtually rain 
free walk. Starting from the quay which 
was full of dinghies, getting beached on 
the rapidly outgoing tide, we began the 
long, slow walk out along the sea wall, 
initially finding more garden birds, 
along with Shelduck , gulls , Little Egret  
along with lots of House Martin  and a 
few Swallows . Several warbler 
species  were found on the grazing 
marsh side with Curlew , Egyptian 
Geese and Greylag Geese. 

As more mud was revealed, waders 
moved in with the probable highlight of 
several summer plumage Grey Plover, 
along with Little Tern and Common 
Tern. The drain beside the wall 
surprisingly had Tufted Duck  and the 
predictable Little Grebe . The big pool, 
on the grazing marsh side, added Coot  
and Pochard  plus on the salt marsh 
groups of Brent Geese and Canada 
Geese with a lone Pink-foot . Raptors 
were regularly seen, mainly harrier  and 
kites .  

fƣШƽċƚŰќƣШƨŰƣŔũШƽĲШċƓƓƖŸċĦőĲĬШƣőĲШ
dunes that all three egrets  were found, 
the Cattle Egrets  initially with the Konic 
ponies. A lone Whimbrel  and a very 
difficult Yellow Wagtail  was found 
around the cattle along with a fly by 
Spoonbill . 

Having taken two hours to reach the 
dunes we decided to head along 
towards Holkham, rather than check 
the beach. Whitethroat , Stonechat , 
Wheatear  and Meadow Pipit  were 
regularly seen but darker clouds 
heralded a light shower and it was at 
this point we decided to head back, due 
to lack of time. The return was far 
quicker but several more species were 
found, the highlight was Bearded Tit, 
seen by some. My final total was 66 
species  but I had failed to record any gulls!!  

A huge thanks to Jo King for the fantastic array of bird pics overleaf вЮЮ  

Last Monthõs W eek end  Walk  

Burnham Overy Walk  |  Sunday  17th May 
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Lapwing Grey Plover 

Pink-footed  Goose Cattle Egret  

Wheatear  

Yellow Wagtail  Brent Goose 

Whimbrel  

Pochard Red Kite Avocet 

Spoonbill  Reed Bunting Little Tern  
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ÑőĲШ7ŔŊШÉŔƣШůŔƚƚŔŸŰШрШőŸƽШůċŰǃШĤŔƖĬШƚƓĲĦŔĲƚШĦċŰШƽĲШƚĲĲШŉƖŸůШƣőĲШ
ƚċůĲШũŸĦċƣŔŸŰШĬċƽŰШƣŸШĬƨƚťеШBasically at this annual event we 
hang about in the same spot watching, listening and taking note of 
what is about. It is always a fun day out regardless of the weather. 
This year we were rewarded with a beautiful day weatherwise but 
our bird counts were sadly well down on our historic high-record 
counts. Team NENBC were at two sites for 2026 т Felbrigg Park 
with Trevor and the gang and Beeston Common with Francis and 
friends. One of the great things about this event is that whatever 
your level of birding experience, you can get drawn in by the 
ĲǂĦŔƣĲůĲŰƣШŸŉШƣőĲШĬċƽŰШĦőŸƖƨƚЯШƣőĲШċŉƣĲƖŰŸŸŰШůċũċŔƚĲЯШƣőĲШћŸŰĲШ
ƣőċƣШůŔŊőƣШőċƻĲШŊŸƣШċƽċǃќШċŰĬШƣőĲШũċƚƣШůŔŰƨƣĲШŉƖċŰƣŔĦШƚĲċƖĦőШċƣШ
dusk. We also try and coincide our event with other world-wide birding and conservation awareness-raising 
events. 
  
Global Bi g  Day 2026  | Andy Clarke  

Once again NENBC participated in Global Big Day, and as this coincided with World 
Migratory Bird Day and the club Big Sit we were hopeful of a good total of species seen 
across the club area over the weekend. In the end we received 1,008 records from 34 
club members, and the total species count was 108 from 28 locations . While there were no stand-out 
rarities, the total did include a few species that are scarce in the club area, including a migrant Turtle Dove, 
Spoonbill  off Weybourne and a Sanderling  on the beach there, a Goshawk at Felbrigg Park, Spotted 
Flycatcher  at Antingham, a Redstart  in Cromer and a small flock of Crossbill overhead at Aylmerton. The 
club has again contributed to this big global event in terms of records submitted, and we will also be making a 
monetary donation in due course to a worthy local cause.  

World Migratory Bird Day always has a theme to and tőŔƚШǃĲċƖќƚШĦċůƓċŔŊŰШŔƚШŊƨŔĬĲĬШĤǃШċШƚŔůƓũĲШĤƨƣШƓŸƽĲƖŉƨũШ
ůĲƚƚċŊĲШљEvery Bird Counts т Your Observations Matter!њШőŔŊőũŔŊőƣŔŰŊШƣőĲШŔůƓŸƖƣċŰĦĲШŸŉШĦŸůůƨŰŔƣǃШ
science to help gather information about birds, their populations, and the factors that threaten to improve our 
ability to protect them and their habitats. cĲƖĲќƚШċШŰŔĦĲШũŔƣƣũĲШċƖƣŔĦũĲШŉƖŸůШƣőĲШRSPB looking at why recording 
makes a difference.  

As of date of writing this update, the Global Big Day ƚƣċƣƚШŸŰШĲ7ŔƖĬШŉŸƖШEŰŊũċŰĬШƽĲƖĲШвЮЮ  

The Big Sit  | Saturday 9th May  

NENBCõs Annual Dawn to Dusk Static Bird Count 

https://ebird.org/globalbigday
https://www.migratorybirdday.org/
https://www.migratorybirdday.org/
https://www.rspb.org.uk/whats-happening/news/every-bird-counts
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The Big Sit is now well established as an annual Club 
tradition - being held every year since our inception - 
ŔŰĦũƨĬŔŰŊШĬƨƖŔŰŊШ9ŸƻŔĬЯШƽőĲŰШŔƣШƽċƚШċШќƚƣċǃШċƣШőŸůĲќШ
affair. In latter years it has coincided with Global Big 
(birding) Day - an international event to collect data, 
raise awareness and generate funds for global 
conservation.  

I beat my alarm to it, got my stuff together and was 
unpacking the car at The Warren, overlooking 
Felbrigg Lake, by 4.45am! It was just before 
daybreak. I was quickly joined by other members of 
the core team and we started recording at the ћstroke 
ŸŉШŉŔƻĲќЮШ 

As always the first hour secures the most number of 
species - we had over thirty before we took a break to 
erect the events shelter and set up Big Sit HQ. There 
was a steady trickle of birds up to lunch, by which 
ƣŔůĲШƽĲќĬШĤƖŸťĲŰШƣőƖŸƨŊőШƣőĲШΡΜШĤċƖƖŔĲƖШ- and beaten 
last year's total (which was admittedly the worst on 
record!). We had a gap of four hours then until the 
final flurry around teatime. Our last species was 
added two hours before we finally called it a day at 
7pm - 14 hours after we started!  

The birding highlights included two species not 
previously recorded in over a decade of Felbrigg Big 
Sits - 9ĲƣƣŔќƚШìċƖĤũĲƖШċŰĬШ]ŸƚőċƽťЮШ§ƣőĲƖШŰŸƣċĤũĲШ
birds were Common Sandpiper, Lapwing, Shelduck 
and Hobby. As in any Big Sit - which the rules say 
must be conducted from within a seventeen foot 
circle and requires two or more observers for records 
to count - there were some outrageous omissions. 
Robin, Grey Heron and Goldfinch all evaded us - as 
did the Little Owl, which was a bit of a crowd-pleaser 
but alas not quite visible from the circle!  

7ƨƣЯШċƚШfШċũƽċǃƚШƚċǃЯШŔƣќƚШŰŸƣШŢƨƚƣШċĤŸƨƣШƣőĲШĤŔƖĬƚШ- the 
public engagement is also important - raising 
awareness of the event, the Club and global bird 
conservation is an essential aspect. It is also a 
wonderful social meeting of ћƣőĲШƣƖŔĤĲќЯШƽŔƣőШƚőċƖĲĬШ
moments, memories and refreshments.  

I am very grateful that the Club has agreed to make a 
donation to conservation based on the total number 
of species recorded by all members (the collective 
7ŔŊШÉŔƣШƓċƖƣŔĦŔƓċŰƣƚьШŸƻĲƖШƣőĲШ7ŔŊШÉŔƣШƽĲĲťĲŰĬЮШfќůШ
hoping that will be at least a three figure sum - the 
Felbrigg total of 56 on the day making a modest 
contribution in terms of species but a heroic effort on 
the part of participants! Well done Team Felbrigg, 
ƨŰƣŔũШƣőĲШŰĲǂƣШƣŔůĲв Trevor Williams   

The Felbrigg Park Big Sit | 4:45am to 7:00pm 
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ƚШÑƖĲƻŸƖШƚċŔĬЯШŔƣШŔƚŰќƣШŢƨƚƣШċĤŸƨƣШƣőĲШ
birds. A huge thanks to Team Felbrigg 
who joined us for all or part of the day, 
Ken T, Alan S, David B, Phil & Carolyn H, 
Val S, John S, John H1, John H2, Anne S, 
Peter & Sue M, Andrew C, Julian T.  

 ŸƽЯШƽĲШĦċŰќƣШƓƖŸůŔƚĲШŉƨũũ-on 
ĲǂĦŔƣĲůĲŰƣШƣőƖŸƨŊőŸƨƣШƣőĲШћƚŔƣќШ(as 
these pics on the right show!) but it 
does give us a chance for a proper catch 
up with friends (between their kips!) in a 
way that ƣőŸƚĲШŸŉШƨƚШћŸŰШĬƨƣǃќШĬŸŰќƣШ
always get a chance to do at many of our 
other events. We shared cake, biscuits 
and stories and we were extremely 
happy to be supplied with hot bacon 
baps from Carolyn H (thank you!). Due 
to a potential emergency necessitating a 
speedy return home (all sorted), Carolyn 
was only able to bring the baps as far as 
the bench on the far side of the lake so 
Phil was duly dispatched to collect the 
bulging picnic bag. 

This year we decided to offer the chance 
of a birdie walk out from the base mid-
morning and John S duly volunteered to lead. Unfortunately there were no huge crowds but undaunted John 
and Anne S headed off anyway for a stroll. They had a nice time but I am not sure how much of it was spent 
watching birds and how much in the Felbrigg Hall café! 

Locating our Big Sit at such a prominent location at Felbrigg also gives us an excellent opportunity to engage 
with the public and tell them all about our club and birding in the area. In addition to the 16 club members who 
spent all or part of the day on site, we also had engagement from 25 members of the public who stopped by 
for a chat to find out what we were up to rather than just passing by nodding. Early on we were joined by a 
Texas-based birding tour group who were taking in North Norfolk before heading up to Scotland. Pictured 
below with their guide Willy Perez, they had been to all the usual hotspots along the coast in the previous few 
days and had added Felbrigg Park into their itinerary. Who knew it had international draw! We were also 
delighted to welcome new National Trust staff member Arthur who spent his lunch break with us and then 
came back for more after he finished his shift. Here he is below trying out one of our scopes for the first time. 
His sharp eyes and ears added a couple of new-for-the-day species to our list - thanks Arthur!  
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Not sure what 
this pair were 
up to but they 
were obviously 
enjoying 
themselves! 

We almost had 
our youngest 
visitor ever but 
sadly (honest!) 
the toddler 
who loved 
tents and 
wanted to come in to play was whisked off by their parents screaming when not allowed to stop. That makes 
our actual youngest visitor of the day Seb, Andrew 9ќƚШŊƖċŰĬƚŸŰ (above pic), who regaled us with stories of his 
use of Merlin when out with Grandad.  

Talking of which, this year we decided to run Merlin through the early part of the day to see how it compared 
with our genuine non-AI traditional birding skills. ?ƨƖŔŰŊШƣőĲШĬċƖťШċŰĬШŉŸŊŊǃШћŉŔƖƚƣШũŔŊőƣќЯШŔƣШƽċƚШƕƨŔƣĲШƖĲċƚŸŰċĤũĲ, 
picking up most of the species we could hear but it ĦŸƨũĬŰќƣШf?ШÅĲĲĬШìċƖĤũĲƖШŸƖШìőŔƣĲƣőƖŸċƣШƽőŔĦőШƽċƚШ
ƚƣƖċŰŊĲШċƚШƣőĲǃШƽĲƖĲШƕƨŔƣĲШƻŸĦċũШċƣШƣőċƣШƓŸŔŰƣЮШfƣШĬŔĬШőŸƽĲƻĲƖШƓŔĦťШƨƓШċШŉĲƽШƚƓĲĦŔĲƚШƣőċƣШƽĲШĬŔĬŰќƣШċŰĬШŔƣШőċƚШƣŸШ
ĤĲШƚċŔĬЯШƽĲШĬŔĬŰќƣШĤĲũŔĲƻĲШŔƣЮШ ШĦŸƨƓũĲШŸŉШƣőĲůШĬŔĬШƣƨƖŰШƨƓШũċƣĲƖШŔŰ the day to be fair, others were possibles on 
reflection but others were a definite aberration on the part of Merlin! - Oystercatcher, Cuckoo, Willow Warbler, 
Coal Tit, Robin, Hooded Crow, Short-toed Lark ċũũШћůŔƚƚĲĬќ. 

 

Anyhow, a great day out ƽċƚШőċĬЮШcĲƖĲќƚШŸƨƖ full Felbrigg Park species list with the time-slot first recorded in: 

 
0500-0510 9ĲƣƣŔќƚШìċƖĤũĲƖЯШÅĲĲĬШìċƖĤũĲƖЯШ

Pheasant, Woodpigeon, Wren, Song 
Thrush, Rook, Coot, Carrion Crow, 
Jackdaw, Mute Swan, Blackbird, 
Nuthatch 

0510-0520 Moorhen, Herring Gull, Linnet, Stock 
Dove, Shelduck, Feral Pigeon, 
Whitethroat 

0520-0530 Pied Wagtail, Mallard, Egyptian Goose 
0530-0540 Gadwall, Great Black-backed Gull 
0540-0550 Meadow Pipit, Green Woodpecker, 

Chiffchaff, Blackcap 
0550-0600 Chaffinch, Dunnock, Great Spotted 

Woodpecker, Common Sandpiper 
0620-0630 Skylark, Reed Bunting, Magpie 
















































