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Presi dent 0 soCkRveeQorids

By Francis Farrow

Last February | watched aJay onalawnofalarge 6 ¢ 1 WG ¢l UWIT WaVYWet JWa6 1WA |
garden. It flicked a couple of leaves to the side then  behaviour again indicates the intelligence of these
drove its bill into the grass and retrieved an acorn. It remarkable birds and in Sweden there was a trial that
seems far rarer to witness a Jay retrieving an acorn  attempted to train wild crows to pick up cigarette

than to watch it bury one. According toesearchers butts and deposit them in a specialised contaner for
Jays can bury some 200-5,700 acorns in a season  a small food reward. It was estimated that there

and the recovery rate has been estimated at 75%, would be a considerable saving in the cost of

which leaves a potential 25% to germinate. This cleaning, however, it was found that the crows were
HU6c¢c2RYel WRY Wt UYs Ullect Wht frat ldkeiyldd edb@ge over tilRe aRdkitwould inditee & 1J L
by dispersing the acorns to open areas allows the sustainable solution. Sowhile wild crows can learn to
shade intolerant oak to establish itself if it is left. do this, no one has ever been able to scale their

Further research has found that the Jays can only find success into something meaningful.
acorns they have cached themselves or have
observed another bird caching. Studies have shown
caching distances range from 3 to 46%5n from the

host tree, though most caches are faced within

100 m. Remarkably when Jays have young to feed
they will sometimes find an oak seedling where they
had previously cached an acorn. They will uproot the
young plant, eat the acorn beneath it and then replant
the seedling and studies have shown that it usually
survives. Such is the important role of the Jay to the
Yet WRUWaq6 WG e UT + H#e GlILWa 6 1) -
BUNRRUOWWI t k1O :

Rooks have also been shown to be equally as
inventive as their crow cousins. As a stunt in 2018 a
French theme park successfully trained some captive
Rooks to pick up litter. The purpose of the project was
qYUW 6 Ys W2Rt RaY! t Wa6 ¢ dollh U«
gqct JWHEe! WY nWag6dWIU2RI YOI
also bent wire into hooks to extract food out of tubes
and have worked together to solve problems. Such
behaviour, however, has not been observed in wild
populations.

SE R RSN P Magpies are traditionally associated with an

' _ o N - attraction to shiny objects which they routinely steal
Another corvid that has intrigued me in the pastis the & 3 1R q6 a6 RU2RUNWE ¢ DNERIJK |

Carrion Crow. Back in the spring 2021 | watched @ antre for Research in Animal Behaviour at Exeter

crow by a small pond on Beeston Common. Itwas  pjyersity (2010) have shown this to be a myth based
intently looking into the edge of the pond then it on observation bias. The researchers suggest that
pulled a clump of dead grass stems that had humans notice magpies, when th% occasionallly EIiJCk

collapsel WRUq Y Was IWs ¢ qldl & WIT G e AN Gk G oia ¢ HGNHen

side with its beak. Once the grass was on the bank it magpies interact with less eyecatching items.
proceeded to peck at it and | could see that it was
eating tadpoles that had been caught up within the
grass. After a few minutes the crow picked up the
grassstems and dropped them back into the water
and again watched intently. It seems that this crow

Our smallest corvid is the Jackdaw and is known for
its complex natural calls that they use to
communicate within the flocks and large social
groups. Handreared or captive Jackdaws are
capable of reproducing words and short phrases,
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which often mimic the voice of their owners. before their return to the county around 2010 was at
Researchers have also found that Jackdaws can use Beechamwell in 1859. The first Raven recorded by the

their pale blue eyes to communicate warnings to club in the NENBC area was Weybourne on
competitors, indicating an advanced social September ¥ 2015. Only 3 more records were then

intelligence. received in the next five years but from 2021 to 2026 a
: further 198 records were made indicating a

significant recolonization of Norfolk. | had to wait

until March 2026 b connect to my first sighting of a

h Yl nYOatkWAc21300WI 6 RG WS

Goshawks at Swanton Novers a pair of Ravens came

into view and proceeded to amaze with a

synchronised aerobatic display flight. The pair

GcaqB6ll WIecHE WY qé6 IJtedttrndzmrid U |

dived in parallel. Such behaviour is likely to

strengthen social bonds especially during courtship.

The complex communications shared between the

birds turn such flights into an almost choreographed

performance, revealing their extraordinary

intelligence.

How fortunate we are to be able to say that Ravens
are back in the county and indeed even within the
NENBC boundary. The last Raven nest recorded

A Note from the Editor

By Carol Thornton

Welcome to our new member s

Welcome to our April newsletter ! d we look forward to seeing you soon!

Well those of you who came tour Felbrigg Parkvalks (in the * Luke Jeavons* Drew Lyness *

plural) eventast month will know what a success it was, so muct * Kevin Elsby *

so that rather than referring to it as#ial double wallQl am now If you have any queries,

calling it outdhauguralR2 dzo £ S 61t 1 Q® 2 S GA just drop us an email |

this month but note we will be trialling aew start time of 9:30am

for the second walkfinishing at 11amit will still be a slow stroll to the lalkend backbut the extra half houwill

give folk a bit more time for looking when they geete.2 SQf f NBGASg adl NI GA YAl L
the info on our other upcoming events are includeadm pagel6, includingour last talk of the seasonthe 2026
Birding for Beginnerprogramme(a few places leff)the annuaBig Sitand our ongoingveekend walks so

hopefully catch up with you soon.

TheW ¢ K N2 dz3 #pid-fortheSrgn&c@verof birds seerf | & (i Y 2nyigraiits iGcbnding was all about the
Chiffchaffin March from the top left clockwise Jane Crossen, Andy Clarke, Richard Farktavk ClementsFor

April, our theme will beBirds exhibiting breeding bleaviour(so get clickingAs it is Easter and the breeding
aSlhazys KSNBQa |y Ay ihsBdhuyiandBislog$d Boy Cdivdidithe Corll LA NJ & 2
fascinating! Hope you had a great holiday weekend and squeezed in some birding too.

A % 4 A X

Beloware myfavourite member photosF N2 Y al NOKZ 4SSt SOGSR FNRY (GKS 2y
NENBC Bird Highlights section of the more unuspeties ... maction shot of a Coot [RichaFdrrow], an Egyptian
Goose at dawifKen Thornton] and an iridescent Starling [Doug Cullérhfinks all!



https://www.allaboutbirds.org/news/the-beauty-and-biology-of-egg-color/

RSPB Ham Wall - Follow

RSPB Newport Wetlands - Follow
1 April at 08:30 - @

1April at 11:46 - @
J¢Important update from RSPB Newport Wetlands §¢

Can you believe what has shown up on the reserve today?! ¢

The Spoonbill is an unusual and rare visitor to RSPB Ham Wall as it is, however close relatives of

In response to rising costs, all birds on site are now facing a bill increase. We can confirm they've this species, the Forkbill and the Knifebill have also been sighted on the reserve today! The

been informed and are adapting as best they can. collective noun for the trio is known as a "Cutlery' and they can be seen working together to find
and prepare food in the shallow waters.®

The Spoonbill uses its large, elongated bill to sift through shallow waters in search of prey. Once

aaileuan Evans caught, its close relative, the Forkbill, holds the prey still while the Knifebill helps chop it into

bitesize pieces. Together, this trio work effectively to keep each other well fed.

Why not plan a visit to the reserve today to see if you can spot all three? You will be very lucky if

you can spot them!e s

waPhoto and Editing Credit: Sandie Andrews

Edit: Happy April 1st! Thank you for your and h on our little April
Fools post today, we are glad it made so many of you smile!

We appreciate your understanding at this time.

April Fool!

Hw Qu w6 +0 dx Quo 2w

@ oo et - | Well, it is that time of year again and

1th-@
An almost unbelievable picture captured by a fisherman at the end of Cromer pier, we can only We're currently in negotiations with a group of ducks and ducklings who have taken up residence th ere was ce rtal n I u Ite a ﬂ urr Of
assume it was pirated from a gull in our brand new outdoor play area, The Living Towers &

Despite our best efforts, they've made it clear this is now their territory. bil"d-re | ated ! LJN\R t St(ﬂ% ﬂ1 B Q i

For the time being, we advise visitors to steer clear while we work towards a peaceful agreement.
Thank you for your understanding.

S o s A month ¢ hope you all had your wits
about you!

| SNBQa | al YL S
across. That Peregrine one made me
: / look twicel YR A G NBI f f
[ areacrosep [HumaAN l R 7 have

Duck Negotiations
in Pro;

National Coastwatch Institution
Yesterday 3t 07:00 - @
Introducing a revolutionary addition to our coastal watchkeeping toolkit. Welcome to our new
CGULL {Coastwatch Gulls Using Local Lisison) drone programme &

; & These naw smartly-branded drones are under trial and enhance our “ayes along the coast” without
3w Qv Dw ) disturbing the natural habitat

Powered by chips and szaweed, the drones are cleverly disguised as common Herring Gulls.

RSPB Titchwell Marsh

Key Features:
;=0 & Beak-sharp Aerodynamics: Built for speed. Mimics genvine seagulls to bland in with local flocks
dH3se £ Os% Exciting news from Titchwell!@We've transformed Island Hide into a North Norfolk eco-sauna, % Chip-Guard Al: Advanced sensors prevent the drone from dive-bombing people to steal their
complete with the option to take a refreshing cold plunge into the natural freshwater springs that Torich.
bring this oasis to life. ) & Squawk-Sync Technology: High-fideiity speakers allow our watchkeapers to communicate with
Perfect for relaxation, restoration, and reconnecting with nature. coastal users using zuthentic seabird voicas.

% Guano-Grip Landing: Specialisad feet allow for seamless landing on any pier, railing, or ica
cream van.

(@ BTO| British Trust for Ornithology #sauna C pril

BTO  @btobirds.bsky.social

“We've always been the eyes and ears of the coast, keeping 2 daily watch for people in difficulty
and now our new low-energy CGULL flzet means that we are the wings too. Just please do not feed
them,” says NCI Project Lead April Fuel.

Look out for the CGULL fleet hovering near your local station today!

1/ Forget tales of escapees from the film set of The African Queen.
Ignore rumours of Jimi Hendrix's supposed liberation of a pair on
Carnaby Street. Newly declassified documents from the Ministry Of
Defence reveal how Ring-necked Parakeets colonised the UK through
Operation Norwegian Blue! & #

Origin of the UK’s
Ring-necked
Parakeets finally
revealed!

#EyesAlongTheCoast #CoastalSafety #drone

Squawk Sync Speakers: hi fi
seagull noises
o —

Chip Guard: Advanced

+ - anti dive bomb sensors
4 landing pads 3 2 —
N — | -

J Guano grip

- )

07:30 - 1Apr 2026 @ Everybody can reply da22s Qs D7 )




NENBC Bird Highlights d March 202 6

By Carol Thornton

All records are from the NENBC website and submitted by | & 9,400 individual records covering 142 bird
members unless otherwise stated. No use of Al to help species were added in March
collate this report this month!

March 2026 | A couple of Manx Shearwater on the 28" were the first since Octoberand on the gull front,
Caspian, Little and Mediterranean all put in an appearance along wittRed-breasted Merganser and Great
Northern Diver. Eyes to the skies for some lucky members rewarded them witklerlin, Crane, Goshawk,
Raven, Peregrine, Whooper Swan, Great White Egretand Spoonbill . Also dropping in during March wer®ing
Ouzel, Water Pipit and Rock Pipit. Reports of Woodlark and Dartford Warbler on a local heath increased
during the month, aHooded Crow (maybe the one which has been about for a while in Mundesley) popped ug
in Cromerand a fewSnow Bunting were still about. The longstaying Eastern Black Redstart at The Leas in
Sheringham put in an appearance on theslbut has not been reported on our website since.

During the month9,686 records were submitted and142 species recordedwhich is a little up on last March.

Brent Goose | Reported throughout the month, ' W‘ -
predominantly off Weybourne (records on 17 dates, high 1

count 59 on 24"), but with other sightings from Cromer A § ’ =
Lighthouse & East Cliffs (records on 4 dates, high count 13
on 21%Y), West Runton (records on 2 dates, high count 2 on |
16" and 24") and Sheringham (records on 4 dates, high |
count 19 on 28"). Photo 1 courtesy of Mark Clements

Barnacle Goose | On 3¢, 35 were reported east from
Weybourne with 25 approaching Cromer from the east
before turning tail and heading back the way they had
come. Additionally there was a flock of 40/42 east off
Weybourne and West Runton on' 6 north-east and then
north-west over sea off Weybourne on'fand 6 east there
on 8",

Whooper Swan | A flock of 25 were initially reported flying
north-west in the Mun valley on 8 before dropping on the
sea at Cromer. They were tracked along the coast past
West Runton before dropping again on the sea at
Weybourne for half hour before continuing on in a north
westerly direction. One wasreported east offshoreat
Weybourne on 10@. Photo 2 courtesy of Mark Clements

Mandarin Duck | A single record of a drake emerging from
the reeds at Selbrigg Pond on 20 Photo 3 courtesy of
Steven & Barbara Lines

Garganey |One lucky member observed a pair of
Garganey for 30 minutes on a private lake near Baba
24", Photo 4 courtesy of Paul Morris

Eider | There were 34 records over 18 dates this month
with high counts of 119 at Sheringham ons1. 54 at
Weybourne on &, and 115 at Cromer Lighthouse & Eas
Cliffs on the same date. The majority of other counts were
in single figures.

Page5



Goosander | All records were from Weybourne, with single
birds reported on 13", 16" and 22", with 2 there on 7" and
31

Red-breasted Merganser | Singles east at Weybourne on
21stand 22, 2 west at Sheringham on 25and an
impressive 12 at Weybourne on 30(10 west and 2 east).

Grey Partridge | Virtually all of the 14 records were of
solitary pairs, with Bodham being a hotspot. A record of a |
single bird there on ¥ then no further Grey Partridge :
records until 17" when 2 were observed at Little .
Barningham. The only other norBodham record was a pair
at Weybourne Camp on 30. Photo 5 courtesy of Doug
Cullern

Crane | A pair flew southeast over Cromer towards
Overstrand on 4",

Little Grebe | Twenty-nine records throughout the month
of 1-3 birds from predominantly Felbrigg Park, but other
reports from Thornage, Baconsthorpe, Mannington Hall
Park, Selbrigg Pond, Baconsthorpe, Wolterton Park and
Gimingham. The standout report was of 8 on a WeBS
HYaUqWn! YO Waq6 JWGI R2 ¢ dPhbtdg O 1
courtesy ofRichard Farrow

Great Crested Grebe | Mostly coastal records of 12 birds
from Weybourne (with 4 there on%and 9 on %), -
Weybourne Cliffs, West Runton and Cromer Lighthouse & =
East Cliffs. Inland records from Blickling Park (1 on3and &
4" and 2 on 229 and 2 at Wolterton Park on 22. Photo 7
courtesy ofMark Clements

Grey Plover |Up to5 reported from West Runton on ¥
and just 1 there on 15. Photo 8 courtesy of John Wheeler

Bar-tailed Godwit | A flock of 10 east past Weybourne and
Cromer Lighthouse & East Cliffs on 20was the only report
of the month.

Knot | Two records in March. The first was an unusual
record of 2 birds on the Sheringham prom with the
Turnstone flock on the 9 and the second was of a winter
bird west at Cromer Lighthouse & East Cliffs on 12 Photo
9 courtesy ofJane Crossen

Dunlin | Most of the 12 records of single figure counts
were reported from Weybourne between 7 and 18" with a
high count of 31 east there on 10. Elsewhere, a winter
bird in off the sea at Cromer Lighthouse & East Cliffs on
10" and 2 west at West Runton on 16

Woodcock | Seven records from seven locations, starting
with 2 at Thwaite Common on 2and followed by singles
at Beeston Common, Sustead, Holt, Holt Country Park &
Lowes, Kelling Heath and finally West Runton on 21

Jack Snipe |A single at Felbrigg Park on"2and two there
on the rough grazing meadow below the dam on 22 The
only other record was a single on a survey of the private
Thornage Hall on 3.
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Kittiwake | On 20", 3 east past Weybourne and 4,
including two first winter birds, also east at Cromer
Lighthouse & East Cliffs on the same day. Two east at
Sheringham on 2% and again there on 286.

Little Gull | A single west past Weybourne on 29was the
only report.

Mediterranean Gull | Twenty three coastal records
throughout the month of mostly X2 birds, generally
heading west and reported from Weybourne Camp,
Weybourne (high count 5 on 18), Sheringham, West
Runton, Cromer Lighthouse & East Cliffs. The only inland
record was of an adult summer bird in a mixed roosting
gull flock on the eastern boundary of Felbrigg Park on 16
Photo 10 courtesy of David Griffiths

Caspian Gull | On 24", a single bird on the groyne at West
Runton before heading off west was the only record of the
month. Photo 11 courtesy of Mark Clements

Sandwich Tern | The first birds of the spring were reported !“t;‘__,,ﬁ A
on 25" east at Sheringham, followed by singles at “\““ -7
Weybourne on 27 and Sheringham on 28.

Red-throated Diver | Sixty seven records throughout the
month from Weybourne to Cromer Lighthouse & East
Cliffs. Triple-figure counts were reported on 10 days,
mostly during seawatching sessions. A group of 60 east
were reported from Cromer Lighthouse & East Cliffs on
21,

Great Northern Diver | Two east at Weybourne on 10
with just the one being reported from Cromer Lighthouse &
East Cliffs on the same day. Further singles east at
Weybourne on 12" and 30" plus on the sea and then east
at Cromer on 20

Fulmar | Forty five records throughout the month of 16
most likely local birds along the coastline. A report of 13
off shore, with 10 in a single raft, was unusual.

Manx Shearwater | One record of 2 birds west off
Sheringham on 286.

Spoonbill | Two birds west offshore at Weybourne onstl
was the first record since September. Further reports of
one west close in from Weybourne Cliffs on 11, a single
west at West Runton on 18 and an early morning inland
report of an individual heading northwest over Gresham
on 28". Photo 12 courtesy of Ken Thornton

Great White Egret | Records of 13 birds on 4 dates off
Weybourne between 158 and 24". Inland, a single over
Southrepps Common flew in from north and continued
west along the valley Photo 13 courtesy of Mark Clements

Goshawk | Plenty of records during March from a variety of locations. At Swanton Novers up to 3 birds were
reported, with observers at the beginning aofhe month noting flight displays. A single was reported at Selbrigg
Pond on 7 dates and Holt Country Park & Lowes had 2 birds on"lahd 29" plus a single on 3@. Elsewhere,
reports were of singles at Hunworth on 10, West Beckham on 19, Weybourne Heath on 28, Letheringsett &
Ford on 28, Aylmerton on 29 and Weybourne Heath on 30. Photo 14 courtesy of Mark Clements

14
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Marsh Harrier | Reported on 17 dates across 7 mostly
coastal locations. Singles variously reported at
Weybourne Camp, Weybourng3 on 13"), Beeston Bump
and West Runton with inland records at Aylmerton on 1Q
Edgefield on 11" and Letheringsett & Ford (4 birds at
Bayfield Park) on 28. Photo 15 courtesy of Mark Clements |

Kingfisher | Singles were reported from Blickling Park on
2" and 39 with 2 there on @'

Merlin | A single was west along the tideline at Weybourne
on 19" before landing on the beach.

Peregrine | Mating was reported with the Cromer church
pair at the beginning of the month and 3 eggs were
subsequently laid. Food passes have been observed. Awa
from Cromer, singles reported in off the sea at Weybourne
on 5", over the reservoir at Thornage on 2and west

along the cliffs at Beeston Bump on 251 Photo 16 courtesy
of Jane Crossem

Hooded Crow | One reported at Cromer on 2# with a
possible hybrid at Aylmerton on #. Photo 17 courtesy of
Mark Clements

Raven |Reports of singles from Kelling Heath on'§
Sheringham Park on 9, and both Felbrigg Park and Holt
Country Park & Lowes on 20 Displaying pairs were
reported from Swanton Novers on 1% and Weybourne on
16" with other reports of pairs at Weybourne on 22,
Southrepps on 29" and Selbrigg Pond on Zlwith an
additional report of 6 birds there (5 together) on 16 Photo
18 courtesy of Francis Farrow

Marsh Tit | Reports of 2 birds on garden feeders on and £
off during the month in both Brinton and Gresham. Up to 3 &
birds were reported at Swanton Novers on a club walk on
14", with singles at Mannington Hall Park on ¥8and 27"
and at nearby Mossymere Wood on 15

Woodlark | A single was in song flight at Buxton Heath on
17" and all other records came from Kelling Heath where
1-2 birds were heard more often than seen but up to 5
were observed in song flight there on 10

Cetti's Warbler | Sixty six records from 10 locations
throughout the month, mostly of singles but with 3 at
Pigneys Wood on 8and 4 at Dilham Canal on 2, 2 there
onllhand3on280W~ Yt qWl WGY!I qt W q¢ |
YOu! Kk Alls R WOY W Yl T+ WJI+G
seen too.

Dartford Warbler | All records were from Kelling Heath
and were of 14 birds, with two pairs reported.Photo 19

18

courtesy ofKen Thornton f

Firecrest | Forty records from 10 locations throughout the

month, mostly of singles. Two were reported from

Sheringham Park on 1%, Holt Country Park had 24 birds

with the 4 reported on 2@, Selbrigg Pond hosted a displaying pair on 23vith 2 males singing on 28 and
Weybourne Heath held 3 birds on 30 Photo 20 courtesy of Richard Farrow
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Ring Ouzel |A Third Party Report of a single male very
briefly in paddocks at West Runton on 15before moving
on west.

Black Redstart | Our last record of the longstaying
Eastern race bird was at the Sheringham Esplanade ofi'.1
A female type was reported in Cromer gardens on 2and
29" and around the same time, a single female was also
reported in ai 1J & H 1JRagtdn tHrden. Photo 21 courtesy
of Rob Dibgy

Wheatear | A male was reported on a cultivated plot at
Weybourne Cliffs on 268'and an individual was also
recorded in the horse paddock east of the beach car park
at West Runton on 30.

Grey Wagtail | Most records came from Selbrigg Pond
where there were reports on 13 days, mostly of-2 birds
but with 2 pairs on 27 and 3 birds on 28. Other records
were of singles from Beeston Regis, Dilham Canal (with 2
on 17), Kelling Heath, Sheringham, Wolterton Park, Spa =
Common, Southrepps Common (with 2 on 29) and 2 at
Blickling Park on 22¢. Photo 22 courtesy of Mark Clements

Water Pipit | At Sheringham on 1, a single came in off the
sea and was harassed by a gull before landing briefly on a
groyne before heading off west. A recording was made at
Beeston Bump on 23 which was later identified as this
species. More on that in an article next month!

Rock Pipit | Singles west at Weybourne on'3 10" and 27"
with one at West Runton on 8.

Brambling | Reported on 12 days, with locations covering
Bodham (high count 4 on 28), Gresham (3 on 17), High
Kelling (2 on 1), Southrepps Common, Thornage (4 on
17") and Weybourne HeathPhoto 23 courtesy ofKen
Thornton

Redpoll | Single Lesser Redpoll were reported at Thornage
on 1%, Swanton Novers on #, with 2 at Holt Country Park &
Lowes on 29' and a flock of 6 at Kelling Heath on 28
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Common Crossbill | Singles were at Selbrigg Pond on 24
27" and 29" with 2 there on 17 and 22 and a single at
Bodham on 229 with 2 there on . Elsewhere, singles at
Sheringham Park on %, Kelling Heath on 3, Aylmerton on
18" and Holt Country Park & Lowes on 20and 29". Photo
24 courtesy of Mark Clements

Snow Bunting | Only recorded at Weybourne Cliffs during
March, with 20 there on 24, 3 on 14"and 2 on 19'and 20".

April : Wh a't 0

Migrants will be flooding northwards (fingers crossed!) and anything is possible with some
favourable weather and time spent in the field. South easterly winds may bring good

numbers of Ring Ouzelsas well asYellow Wagtails and everincreasing species
of warblers. Look out for our more common migrants likeesser Whitethroat ,

Sedge Warbler and Garden Warbler but also our less common visitors like X
Cuckoo, Pied Flycatcher and Redstart. Keep an eye out for pipits Tree ?
Pipit is a possibility and we have already had R 6 ¢ | 1 a&nd WidieR G

Pipit recorded this month. Pea fields are worth checking fobotterel as 1

we have had spring records in 2015, 2018 and 2021
and eyes to the skies for raptors such a®sprey,
Goshawk or the odd passing White -tailed
Eagle and even cruisingCranes. Any north
easterly wind with rain fronts could produce
Scandinavian birds withWryneck and even
Icterine Warbler . April is the peak month
for Alpine Swift with records in 2018, 2019
and 2023 andBlack or Arctic Tern are a
good possibility.

If you look at theWordsearch onpage 42,
' Yek GOl 1JWs 6 ¢ qlic WwWnl
had turn up last April, so you never know what
you might be lucky enough to catch up with!

Library photos courtesy of Mark Clements (Ring
Quzel, Lesser Whitethroa}, Jane Crossen (Yellow
Wagtail, Redstar), Alan Stevens (Sedge
Warbler), Andrew Crossley (Garden Warbler)
Andy Clarke (Pied Flycatcher)



Observations from | ast mo nt Mender Extral

S
Calling all those members out there who dabble in nocturnal recordings of over -flying birds é ls ¢
your confirmed records on the website. They dondt count
addition to our data. Supporting sonogram images welcome. But what about those off -the-wall identifications the
analysis software comes up with? The advancements in technology are great but they are a guide rather than a

definitive ID so you do need to check your recordings yo urself using website databases like Xeno -Canto or BirdNet for
exampl e. Pl ease dondt | og wélesiet &,d oldgty 6do edcroogpml suonan hema| |
onlyd records of the mont h!

All records this month were from Andy Clarke at Sheringham

07/03/2026 | Moorhen 1 | Nocturnal flight call (1 burst) 2340

08/03/2026 | Golden Plover 2 | Nocturnal flight calls, 0054 (2 calls), 0402 (2 calls); also probable Green Sandy
0444 and possible LRP 0510 but calls too faint for certain identification

Nocturnal flight call over garden, 0130 (1 call)
Nocturnal flight call over garden, 2050 (13th March), 1 call
Nocturnal flight calls over garden, 0105 (2 calls)

14/03/2026 | Redwing
14/03/2026 | Turnstone
14/03/2026 | Common Scoter
14/03/2026 | Wigeon

N| R k|-

Nocturnal flight calls over garden, 2136 (13th March); 8+ calls, at least two birg
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Greylag Goose |[ah gy Ay3d (KS LRYR ¢ A sodPigeahN® aG&RIWOSs 2y i2 FSyOS
OSKIF@A2dzNI G2 Iff 20§KSNJ ¢ (S Nbdihedsalddéalong jubpedintdbayDiiedy ahdtherdi K &
Selbrigg Pond | 20 FSSRAY3 dzy RSNJ aSSR FTSSRSNE
Mallard p aC2dzNJ RN} 1838 2y avitf 13 »yR 68 oNARIS Ayiz

K2f ARF& K2YS I NBI ® bSOSN) 4SNodPigedn (| KEBBAYHGAY I [Ry$HaD2
| Jane Crossen | West Runton | 48 . ANRa& LYy DNBEBSYy §Grten$ @ronedzNID ¢
Tealp a{dAadSFR w2l R® hy 3IFNRS$¥"LI2YR yR 63Ay3
S2yiaAydzdtte KINNASR o6& NBaAARSYGeba 202 NKh&dyli Lyl SAFNND R by 1HEyIRY

Stevens | Gresham | 27 again-y dzOf SI NJ 4dz0 Yl NAy S &adéf ¢
StockDove y G Ly @SadGAal dAayIcl t NB I FebiogResdi®Rys Ay (KS R209S
cote near the pond at Hillside Shire Horse Sanctutrgy Oystercatcher y dhy GKS LIYR LI |

NE3dz F NI @ 0 NBSR Fargw |[Wast ST OK  daStlyediat Hillsioe SHiré\ Hbrse Sanctuary, arguing over i
Runton | g


https://cr-birding.org/
https://iceni.shinyapps.io/sightings/
https://app.bto.org/euring/lang/pages/rings.jsp

with the resident Herring Gull pair (who also nested on it MarshTit y at AO1l SR dzLJ 6& W2KY
LINB@A2dzateo¢e p 9ff RS CINNEBG sgenmasidgiarowmdiy a2 tfeche bemefits of group
Knoty &4LUGS 200Farz2yltte aSSyonNNBAYIT /fik®o ngiof ké ks nBl €

(usually single birds) but I've never seen two in amongst Cetti 08s Waskdadk! éfter first appearing last
the Turnstone on the actual prom (by the tank). Fantastic Spring at this site, one appears to be ranging quite widely
views of the two birds first with the Turnstone and then along the valley, heard from near to main entrance and

2y GKS 0SI OK¢Eshpringvdmy/[8 / N2 & & S yatepheard further west from School Common, also been
Great Black -backedGull p a2y &S+ s LINBaWNNQRNESRgISE 2y 3 . NI Yo f lgepghslh y

attempting to swallow a large fish, when viewed through Common | 1¢f

scope was astonished to see it was actually a large squid, Blackcap y a{Ay3IAy3I Ay (GKS 522
which was duly swallowed down. That gull probably FANRG L KF@S KSFENR GKA&a @&°¢
g2dt RydiG ySSR G2 SKdG F3AFAY F200 RIeaové p tKAf .2NISe p
Weybourne| 16" Firecrest y & n E h dzi NI 3-Su2hlmaisy ardl K |

Lesser Black -backedGull p & { SSy 2y 32 f TamGspadgdst/a birds. How can a small bird look so ang
near turf slope. Unusual as normally herring gullsand black I & GAYSa®é py 5F OAR DNRTFFAI
KSFRSR 3dzA taT y2 20KSNJ aLlSor@adé py 5FFAR | FNLISN py / Np
Lighthouse & East Cliffs | 13 Staring y amMnnE CFaOAYFGAYIH |
Sparrowhawk p aAy FASER 6A0GK ¢ 2 2 Readyrohéad yomd. Stdrtedwithéatodnd 30 feeding
trying to get into cover of field hedge to eat its catch, the ferociously in the cemetery itselthen moved to the field
pigeon was too heavy and the hawk could only fly a very west of the cemetery and were gradually joined by

short distance at a time. After four attempts it successfully incoming one, twos and small groups to toaabund 100+,
YIRS Al G2 GKSorl@y)\SdytourneRES o¢ Sl feedihg Wwhen | left at 17.50! Really interesting to
Goshawk y a. ANR 2y | yvYAraarzy 7Fe9940 ORG®EG M W VS ¢ NESiNESYE b A

open ride and into the trees, only feet above the ground. Staring p dopnE FfS¢ 2dzi 2F K3
a® TFTANROGO SOSNI SyO2dzyi SNI g A i rovet/ arbuddreed lay far Seyedal mintesaugtipttie fldck/
Andy Clarke | Weybourne Heath | 80 ALX AG YR (KS@ RAALISNBSR
Marsh Harier p &t F yRSR Ay TFASE Rz bWeghawne |20 | NB NI v

towards it, the harrier took off carrying a small leveret. | Blackbird p daé& oFft O2yeé LI ANJI |1
have previously seen this once before, butonthatoccasion ! f 6§ K2dz3K F al A3LIAS Aa &l Rf ¢

involved a buzzard. Obviously a hare is willing to try and Sheringham |23
chase of birds of prey of that sizeltdNR2 0 SOG G KSAN »

Phil Borley | Weybourne | 14
RedKite y 4cE LyOfdzZRAYy3I p RSTAY
Andrew Kershaw | Weybourne | 18
RedKite y &2 Sad @26 Ndydther- Se o6 2 dzN
although one ventured out to sea for a bit! Being mobbed '
Fd 2yS LRAYyd o0& 3JdzxZfta +FyR |
Sheringham Cliffs & Golf Course [".8

Buzzard p ayE 1S40t Ay3 2SN K2 dz
LINBLI NARYy3I F2NJ I &SI ONRaaAy
Regis | &' —
Tawnyowl p a1 SFENR 2yfés Kz2z20AyilW
answering a train whistle! (Could have been a

2 g a train whistk , Black dzY' | 6 ¢ KS NBI
O2AYOARSYOSOUE p ¢y t 2LI5 _ag%f ”%qz@)\' :WZu*éyOmeNJuszT If

Jayp GahyS O0ANR KSINR d2a LINERdzehdy dN@rhqumw@yQ aQYEloKUV i

g NDfAYy3d WRA RA RA R22Q UKILherTar lp@§ KSP]?, Jﬂﬁsgpug\ 8%%%9‘
Tony Pope | Kelling Heath | 16 58S tye t20rtte 08ST2NB (K¢
Rook y dacnE w22{1SNE I NRdz/R uKS|S%{hréd63Cghrﬁbh|LngJ¢ 1 62dzi HA
nests in the main tree, with another ten spread out in

YSEND& GNBSad®e p WHYS&E 3 /h LJslﬁ gn éﬂé rﬁe lymr%?agp?e&;\gﬁé[t&;%foaéyhbs

h
15t_ ) - o D 6KSy Al adGFNISR airAyafky 3t
CarrionCrow g aL O2dzyiSR nt Aydz2 R%g}napKSaa{)\uzu)\l 523/7\)/ mKoSnyhévﬁchRf
southern edge of Bacton Wood at dusk 18:10 with some FTGSNI L F Odidel £ 68 #62LILISR i
disputing on rights as numbers grew and flock splitting Po e
6SiGsS8y (62 GNBSaé p .26 chk NyRb EAEKEY /FYFE g MM
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Club Sponsor Bird Ventures offer a 5% discount
on own-branded wild bird food to NENBC members all
year. Have a look at the Bird Ventures website
www.birdventures.co.uk as they also supply feeders
and much more with good advice and help for garden
bird enthusiasts. Free local delivery available

Bird Ventures, The Wildlife Shop,
9B Chapel Yard, Albert Street,
Holt, Norfolk NR25 6HG

Telephone 01263 710203
salesbirdventures@aol.com

Opening Hours:
Monday °
10:15am-4:00pm Bird

Tuesday to Saturday [

9:00am-4:00pm
Sunday Closed

NENBhatsApp groups

We have 3! We need yourabile numberto sign
you up for any of them and you will need to
activate WhatsApp on your phone if you are no
already using it. There are a few rules on tie 1
two groupswhich you will need to agree to on sig
up that ensures they run as smoothly as possibl
for our volunteer administrators and the instant
info you get is of usd?lease be aware that like all
WhatsApp groups, your number will be visible to
Fff GK2aS 2y (KS 3INPRdz
them.

is administered by
Trevor Williams and is for any active and
participating seawatchers along the north east
Norfolk coast whether they are club members or
not.

is administered by Tony Forster
and is solely for club members to share news on

the location of interesting birds within the club
area

has been set up so
we have a means of contacting members quickl
and easily without going through the email /
gS0aridsS NRBdziSo 2SS LI I
sending out reminders a day or two befor

scheduled club events

letting folk know where we are running a

shorty 2 1 A OSLIQt 8@By i 2

published schedule

advising to any lagninute changes to

scheduled events

Unlike the othewWhatsAppgroups only the
Admins can send messages oitS Y 6 S N&
be abletoresponddA I A G a2

lot of traffic on'it. Itg 2 Yy Q U S

a2 62y Qi RdzLIX Sof@ir dtiser tirok

S ST
Contributions to the Newslett
anton input from others, is

2 e of
having a wide rang
from ally do with some

The newsletter is reli
i h richer
certainly muc "
articles includedand we could
of your inter
be a birding
newsletter. it can
photos, whatevers
whether there is .anyth
a future publication Th ‘
is the last day pfthe ;;rev:m
to know inaava :
e submitan article.

Looking forward to hearin

mething for our
be long or short, witt\‘;:‘:l::z::

i ase havea
U|tsi;'\'::ou could write abm..\t f:;
e copy deadline for gny lss‘d
ous month, butit v{ou
eif youare planmngto

‘expert’ to write so

g from yO\l!

Membership Renewal
Subscriptions for 2026 0 LAST CALL!!!!

Wdza it G2 €SO @2dz {y26 (K
membership for 2026 we will reluctantly taking you d
our circulation lists this month and switching off your
website access.

If you are still wanting to renew,un preferred method
of payment is by standing order, but & payments
can be made electronically to the club account
(Account Number: 20842968 / Sort Code: 36-34;
TSB) or by posting a cheque to the membership
secretary Colin Blaxill at Caitlins, Bernard Close, Hig
Kelling, Holt NR25 6QY. Cheques need to be made
LI &8lotS G2 Gb2NIK 9k aid
NENBC. If you want to pay by cash then catch Colin
one of the other Committee Members at one airo
events.

Note: We aren't intending to issue membership cards
to existing members this year due to the rising costs|
postage Our club sponsoBirdVentureswho offer
discounts on their own brand bird food to membexts
their Holt shop are happy to accept your 2025 cards
as proof of membershifRlease get in touch if you
OFyQli FAYR &2dz2NBH

Many thanks for your continuing support and
engagement and happy birding for 2026!

2026 caIenc{arAyear membership£I5 per housphold to
AYyOfdzRS | O2LJ 2F 0UKS Of dz
Reportwhich we hope will be ready for publication in the
summer, or£12 without the report




Dear Members of the North
East Norfolk Bird Club,

Thank you very much to
everyone who took the time
to complete the recent
survey on the impact of Al in
birding. Your responses are
greatly appreciated and will
play an important role in
shaping the findings of this
consultancy project. | really
appreciateyour support and

interest in this project.

Kind Regards,
Maisie Royal UEA

Speaker Suggestions .....

We are alwayson the lookout for
recommendations for speakers for
our indoor programme, or ideas you
may have of subjects you'd like us to
find a speaker on. If you have any
thoughts, please drop Alan an email
on ahstevens52@gmail.com

Thank you!

Call for Volunteers
Beach nesting bird season 2026

The Plovers in Peril project are looking for volunteers to help
vulnerable beach nesting birds at a Nationally important nesting site
between Snettisham and Heacham.

* Varied roles - from beach ranger to community events
* Flexible commitment to suit your availability

* No experience needed - full training provided

* Expenses covered plus additional volunteer benefits

2,
Find out more or apply -

email us at PloversinPeril@rspb.org.uk J} vt

nd no. SCO37654

The 2026

Me mber sd Ni ght

embraced by members.
slot.

|t

doesnot

hand up.

Club Notices

We are once more looking for volunteers to take to the floor at our 202 6

other related subject. This has been a popular event previously
would say the night of the year - with an eclectic range of subjects
We plan to run this in our November indoor event

have
any aspect of a birding life, a birding patch or holiday, a related hobby, a
cause you are passionate about, a grumble to get off your chest, a project
you would like some help with.

A simple talk would be lovely, but slides are a great addition and if you
needed some support with that, help is at hand!

Please get in touch of you want to have a chat about it first or to put your

| Alan Stevens | 07765 892515 | ahstevens@gmail.com |

Me mber s o

20 mi
d some

to give us a

t o be sci éantapprfediaton ofr

nut
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What 6s On?
General Event Information 0 please see our website or o6 upcomi ng
in this newsletter for fuller details of what we have on offer

Overview General Walks Information

Talks on the last Thursday . . .
evening of the month at Please wear clothing suitable to conditions - footpaths can be muddy at

Gresham Village Hall from any time of the year .

Sep-Nov and Jan-Apr, also YOUNG PEOPLE: Children are always welcome if accompanied by
available live via Zoom well -behaved adults and we would be happy to see young members
Walks around Felbrigg Park aged 16 and 17 attend unaccompanied with prior written consent from a
on the 3 Wednesday parent or guardian who has also supplied a phone number where they
morning of the month Sep -Jul can be contacted in an emergency.

! Varied monthly weekend DOGS: We regret no dogs except assistance dogs .

walks and the odd evening EQUIPMENT: Binoculars are always recommended to gain full
one from Sep-Ju enjoyment from your birding and for some of our walks , a scope is
Special events including: definitely usefulbut dondt forget youodl |l

* Coordinated Seawatch ACCESSIBILITY :Unfortunatelymost of our wal ks ¢
¥ Walks Weeks wheelchair users but please do contact us on nenbc@aol.co.uk to see

¥ Christmas Social & AGM which of our events are or could be adapted to  be so.
'&\‘

| gheal‘l'éngg AT RIC BADGES: Birds seen on club -area walks count towards individual Star

+ NENBC Big Sit badges & if you walk or cycle from home, they also count towards your
% Global Big Bird Day Eco-Badges.
activities BOOKING: Inachange from previousyears -you gener al |y
% Birding for Beginners to book for any of our walks so just turn up on the day if you fancy it . We
~ Course _ advise joining the Wh atsApp Comms group which we will always use if
AL LR e have to make any last minute changes. There may be the occasional
upb sessions time we do need advance numbers and bookings and if this is the case it

Car-sharing is always : s
encouraged, or even better, will say so on our publicity

walking or cycling .

General Talks Info

LOCATION: Our indoor events are benerally held at Gresham Village Hall and unless otherwise stated they
start at 7:30pm. Most are also available live via Zoom. The postal address is East Beckham Road, Gresham,
Norfolk, NR11 8RT but note the published postcode might not take you to exactly the right spot! If you are
coming through Aylmerton and Lower Gresham, turn right by the church (just after the school) and the hall is on
your left. If you are coming through Gresham, turn left at  the church (just before the school) and the hall is on
your left. If you are dropping down from East Beckham, the hall is on your right opposite the church.

AT THE HALL: Those of you attending in -person at the hall for our regular evening talks can expect a selection

of home-made cakes plus tea, coffee, hot chocolate, wine and cold drinks during the interval and of course the

chance to socialise with other members. We can cater for gluten -free or other requirements if you let us know in
advance. We havea2®hand o6natural worl dd book stall f or -lonpgeru t c
required stock to, supplies of our club publications to buy (includin g our annual bird reports), a display of
member photos and details on our upcoming events. We
sale at our events (or in our newsletter) with a contribution going to club funds.

NO BOOKING REQUIRED B U T éltis always nice to know if you are coming to an evening talk but by no
means essential so if it takes your fancy on the evening, please just turn up as we would love to see you! If you
want the Zoom link though, you will need to let us know in advance!

ACCESSIBILITY: The hall is wheelchair accessible. The level car park at the hall is shingle but we can reserve a
space next to the entrance if you need it.

PARKING: Access to the hall car park is off East Beckham Road, opposite the church. There is additional
parking on the road along the side of the church itself and an overflow car park has kindly been offered to us by
Gresham Village School. The school car park is located on Cromer Road to the left of the school as you face it
and at the left-hand end of the row of houses o about a 300m walk from the hall. Please park considerately to
allow maximum number of cars in the car parks and on the road but with en  ough space for passing traffic to be
able to get through, including agricultural vehicles. We can send you a map of the locality on request.
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Upcoming Events

In thecoming weeks we havanother
doublefelbrigg Park Walk  offering
a short or a standard strolhind walk
around The Runtons . OurApril
Evening Talk isaboutThe Holkham
Spoonbillswith Andrew Bloomfield
52y Qi ¥ RirNdE) $oi Be@rdeNg
Programmelater this month andhext
Y 2 y (iEgCBa alwaysgreat fun

Look forward to seeing you at these
events soon.

Felbrigg Park Monthly Walk
15" April 2026

Following the success of our March
double event, we will offering two walks The Runtons
on the 3 Wednesday of the month for the A spring walk around the Runtons

next few month s at least.

In addition to our usual romp with Trevor Saturday 1 8t April

we will also be leading a second shorter 9.00 am 1.00 pm

and slower walk for those who find our Walk Leader: Trevor Williams

normal offer more than they are willing /

able to do. We really hope that many of By mid-April spring migration should be getting started.
you will come and join us. The plan is a This walk, around the villages of East and West Runton,
staggered start with us all meeting up in will explore a variety of coastal habitats and local migrant

héYqlt GYqt k AWGYYt ROUNDWN YI We |
breeding and migrating bi rds. Depending on weather and
Our Felbrigg Park walks are sociable events and the state of the tide this circular route will include some
cater for all levels of birding ability so come and beach walking as well as mostly quiet country lanes. At
give us a try. Our route is dependent on the local q6 Rt WqRGUWYNWaq6 W KWel weU! qf¢
bird and other wildlife recently reported or likely particularly looking for Wheatear, wagtails, warblers,
to be present on the day. We normally see hirundines and displaying raptors. Suitable for all skill
around 40bird species on an average walk and levels - beginners to experts welcome!

D2 0WwYUWaqdéJWhs YI + gk WYn

the café afterwards at 11am.

PARK & MEETMeet at the entrance to the Runton Road
_ _ o . carpark in Cromer, between Blue Sky café and the toilet
Walk 1 {9:00am to 11:00am | © 2+miles block. The Runton Road (cliffop) car park in Cromer It is a
A bit of a romp with Trevor Williams North Norfolk District Council coastal site and fees apply
Walk 2 |9:30am to 11:00am |° 1 mile Grid reference:TG212424] What3Words:seagulls.river.tilts |

Slow and steady with John Swallow GIS: Easting521226, Northing 342421
DISTANCE:approx4 miles
ACCESSIBILITYPaths are generally level but with some hill
climbing / steep ramps involved. We will be walking on grass
and gravel tracks, which may be uneven and bumpy in
places. Paths could be damp or wet in places. Some beach
walking involved. Sturdy footwear advisale and please come
dressed for the seasonally changeable weather.

FACILITIESThere is a café en route (run by lortime NENBC
supporters Martin & Louise) which we may call in at, time
ermitting - also toilets available.

15t Apr | 20" May | 17" Jun i e
o CLUBBADGES:The walk is in the club area so records count
Please come and join us on the 3Wednesday of towards relevant club badges.
the month (except August), you would be most
welcome!

§LW7 §8uf ]| BARE &AMEETMain
Felbrigg Hall car parkr free for National Trust
members | ACCESSIBILITYfootbaths,
grassland, a bitof mud usually and can be
uneven in places| FACILITIESCafé and loos at
the Hall | CLUBBADGES:In area so all
appropriate individual records count

No prior booking is required for this walk
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZTfOVypDjH8

Burnham Overy Staithe  Walk & grazing marsh, sea, dunes and beach
Sunday 19% May |9 .30amto 1.00pm
Walk Leader: Colin Blaxil |

A walk during May along the Norfolk coast is always exciting, with resident and passage migratory birds likely
to keep us entertained. Starting along the sea wall, we will look over grazing marsh and explore the dunes and

walk to the beach, returning back through the dunes. We will be looking for waders, ducks, raptors and a range
of passerines. The sandy beach, popular in summer, depending on the weather but should hold a range of gulls
and possibly different waders. The dunes on the south side are grass and scrub with Holkham Pines to the
east end. We will try to enter the pines, if time allows.

gl ?2¢é OEW788uf ] WAEAOf AE?2 W W?EN f xEWS W E7Ef NELW

Birding for Beginners Programme 2026

Three consecutive Wednesday evenings | 6:30pm to 9:30pm }\} -
29 April | 6 '™ May | 13 " May | Gresham Village Hall

After a couple of years of not running this courselrevor and Carobre back on track again this year with a
spring course. Cost to members is £10total for the programme(£15 for nonmembers) towards hall hire.

The basics of bird ID including : bird topography, feathers, moult, size, structure, colour, behaviour, sound
Finding and seeing birds including: field guides, optics, fieldcraft, where to watch, attracting birds to your garden
Migration including: reading the weather, bird movement, visible migration, vagrancy

Taking your interest further including: birding specialisms, the club website, new technology, an alumni story

Please let Carol know as soon as you can if you are interestfidelia & Sam, Kala & Mike, Tam & Mary,
David & Maureen, Wendy, Wynnaye have you down already].

Th&i g Sit | 'Satyurday 9
N E N B GAdrmial Dawn to Dusk Static Bird Count e
cYsWac¢UO! WARI T Wt GUHRIIt Wee UWs 1J LW el R U Yoo
q Y W3 UWeéhN&e auch hope you can come along to give us a bit of support and join in the general
excitement of the day. For those of you new to it, there is a bit of general imfiothe box belowbut basically
we hang about in the same spot watching, listening and taking note of what is about. It is always a fun da
out with the chance to chat during the slower periods, engage with the passing public and with the added
bonus (at Felbriggat least) of an events shelter if the weather is a little inclementYou absoluteli ! WI Y U
need to be a birding expert to take part and we would love to see you for all or some of the day. If you cat
make it down for dawn to either of the sites for the dawn chorus that would be great but if you just want to
pop by at a more civilised har then please do

[ Ex7Af ] [WRA A& W2V Wi RO o
2¢s UWBPE b WaYW?2et t UM W AY: MR R S LS
P YWs W6 ¢ 20We W2RUIs WY UqY Wa
¢CWARQWYNWa6WWs ¢ qldl WaWeT Y:
(3] O ] LUG] I,, J IJ‘H_ IWI}]HJ“JMMHJIY?) a6 LUC_ L Record all bird species seen or heard from the circle
uYl URUDLWCUI WieURAGqRUIBAUS C 1 during a 24 hour period (realistically dawn to dusk)

7EEENS§ W98§~~8§ l$J|EA| B MK 17 S UiH Where possible records should be confirmed by a 2™

NE ¥ & 3
- “"’1‘}“.
< "y > o AL ¥

Choose a site with good views and set a notional 17 feet
diameter circle to base your team in

qé6lWwneUnu™ W?¢ammiesyd ¢ IRAG team member and spotters out in the field are allowed as
GulUq! WYnWARI Tt Wwe UTghNRA k¢ A long as the bird is recorded from the circle
qYscl Tt Wq6 Wt Yeaqd WY nWw7 13131 Maintain a birdlistin 10 minute intervals during the day
11 RT Wl 13na LLIN] NXM=NMLlo Wi Oi and later log results on the club website
. o~ . o . . . Keep in touch with other teams for possible fly-throughs
Y q LIJ(;N HGOIJWaY Lyu ct Iq_ UJRG] e I:IJ| ( and bragging rights
C,’\GI LUO Wﬁﬁ Il]]&.l_l:l.] 210U G]MUVJH Y R U,H va 1J Bring a picnicand enjoy the company of others
CIUY!I G W~RNI ¢cqU 1 HIERG B ILLIG &l The club will compare results across sites and yearsin the
T YOcqRYUWqVYWe Ws YI q6! WHI newsletter
Us GHIDI WYnW WYL T+ WETT I

GUWaANI + WYy2 10 My ACLOENUWOqld YRNRUNDT
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Last Mont hds Eveni wmgh Deeiwkyness
0 Scarcities & Swallowtails: 50 Years of Strumpshaw Fen

BWH an Stevens
§2 11 WPMWGWAHDI + WTYRU I GIGAIMIE b (e R0 & 6 WLH §& & .
s RUqUI WGI YNl ¢Gauow DWRU2RaIT W21 1Js LWx |Fusss . - | Y

">

Eql a0Gtécecs W WUAWs 6¢c quArec UWAIWNYea UT LWaq i ¢
6 RO oW :
[ Yl Wwi Jc T Jl + Ws 6 YHRILIT |3’HJ.I.[]W+G||."H£|Y|5 |Md?m' LUG] 6 I\JLIJ: I\JL WU I DU VU Y| LL

EURcNUGRWUOqWoYYITRUcqY! WnYI WEUNG¢UT We qlgé WW71 RaRt 6
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Giant spiders the size of
rats making a comeback
in UK

Up to 3,750 female fen raft spiders believed to be at
12 sites across the UK now

Athena Stavrou
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Apologies to those who tried to join by Zoom. There was no internet in the hall and despite my be
STF¥F2NIla FyR K2asS 2F GKS @Aatftr3asS KFff O2YYA
you all got my emaikxplaining the situationa little after start time ¢ sent from the car park where |
managed to get mobile data (apologies fanytyposcA & ¢+ & RI NJ HO® 2 AGK
'y | dzZRA2 NBO2NRAYy3I 2F KA& O YR AF &2dz K

t1
it together with the presentation slidexX 6 SIF NJ gAGK YS & L NBafdl Ay
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Last Month 0 PDouble Mid -Week Wa Ik
Felbrigg Park | Wednesday 18t March

i 6callc Wt eHHAIE Y rWgal W Ye AGWWs ¢ bt WeladlRadilr T R RiBAA Utqll
6Yel W YOGWs Rg6 WNI I2YI1I AlWls JWeat YWseT We wt YOl W 6 YI q
Yel WOYI G¢aWyYo Il medhetuN Bt dle g @& 131 Wl W qc¢l qlle¢ daVYs T Wet
cnaldl dNCOIITWERFLWE AHY2 JWs ¢t Ws 6 13U Waps & dlinh Y U il & B e GaYERIY 16|
¢ q Waq 6HOULNXUIE | 13 WE Rt + R U sUdctlnlld sajll ¢ét RUDf6ldd WalysUxn 1wt Y a 1 Ws ¢ !
HceN6aqlle GRIGA WL 6 W6 @ T W 2 UWYO Wer! It WadRaqI ¢ddG! rb WaVY Wa
q6 1! WeaaWl YeaRt T Ws 6 ¢ qllgd I LWaGHIUDsIYaes il YL HULE GIRLENE rIJLE A 1Y
nl YOG WGeE! qRARGE Uqt Ws OO
NN really enjoyed our walk yesterday, many t han
pace. I was surprised by how many birds we saw
‘@'(‘)Everyone was pleased with the opportunity of a
ot her members. o
R oSuited me fine ! T h an k you so much for arranging it.o
®d was so pl eased that a nice sizeb group of peoj

Of f to the hori|zhgpbawaaedBblkllbanm

It had to happen one day; after years of not getting to new route, never before trod on a Wednesday walk. Or
fifty species on a monthly club Felbrigg walk, we finallytop of all that, it was a sunny, DRY morngwghat more
did it ¢ and some extras! The fifty total used to regularlycould you want!

feature in the earlier years of the walk, but had not e first group were meeting at the usual time of 9am
been achieved since (almastbelievably) May 2019.  to the usual two hour walk, but this time we had a

Whilst this number of species can be found around  second group meeting at 10am for a gentler, one hour
Felbrigg Park on practically any day, if you are willing tQya k. If all went to plan, both groups would finish back
put the time in, doing it within the two hour duration of 4t the house at 11am for a joint summing of the

the _vva_lk has_ got progressively harder. However, morning, followed by coffee and buns. Nick Kimber wa:
achieving thisatal was not all we managed on the to lead this maiden 10am outing, with Trevor heading
morning; we had our highest number of members up the earlier one. As | was on the first walk, | will have

turning up, definitely for a long time, and possibly the g |eave Nick Jo write u_+p his one!

fIr NBSad 3INRdMzLI G201t SO@SN F'YR. UK NBEO WR2dzof S ¢
new innovation. And there was even mageve took a JT—k:lwna[amved a I%tle eaﬁlerﬁ‘revor, &rol and myselfe
watched in amazement as more ambre club
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members arrived, resulting in a grand total of twenty and for the firsttime this year we came across

eight, a fantasticurnout. This number included Maisie, Chiffchaff a single bird constantly calling. We spent a
a student from UEA, who is working with the club bit of time looking for it in the treetops, as many of the
looking at the use of technology in birding, with an group, though familiar with the call, were not so certain
emphasis on the Merlin birdsong recognitiand bird ID of its appearance. Fortunately, it did oblige us by

app. She was hoping to get information and feedback spending a bit of time fully in view dhe edge of its

from us by chatting to members during the walk, favoured tree. Howevert was knocked into second
something she achieved in greater numbers thanshe LJt | OS T2 NJ WRbbiSwhbse ferfitAryivas)
was expecting! on the track we were following, and who carried on
The car park list, put together as we waited to start, singing as we stood right in front of him, literally a foot
consisted oRook Carrion CrowJackdaw or two awayg he was not going to give way! Another

Woodpigeon FeralPigeonand Magpie, whilst we were singer, this t_ime &kylark was next on th_e list, anq the
serenaded byRobin Blue Tit GoldfinchandBlackbird ~ €alls of a pair oNuthatchalerted us to this smashing
Overhead we sawerring Gulland a very nicRed Kite  Pird, which again gave us good views.

whilst a singlesCommon Buzzarwas sat ira dead tree

in the adjacent field. The route we were to take was an

arc around the southern extremities of the park, mainly

through small areas of woodland, which tive National

¢CNHza 6 Q& YIFIL)I 2F CSEtoNARAIIT INB yIYSR ¢KS . Sftiax aSiaiaz
Carrs and Common Plantation. Just as we were about to

set off, Trevor called a pair 8&helduckilying over us,

heading determinedly south; also, a new addition to the

walk listq a great start to the morning.

The route initially took us across the fields towards the
entrance to the park; here the next addition to the list
was aWren, heard singing from scrub as we crossed the
bridleway. Reaching the start of the trees we found a
small, mobile flock oRedwingup in the treetops; a bit

of patient watching gave a total of 16 individuals. As we
neared a manure heap in the adjacent field | glimpsed a
wagtail, which promptly hopped behind the heap; this
turned out to be aGrey Wagtail looking resplendent in
fresh sunmer plumage. A singirgong Thrusland a
callingPheasantwere next found, then, as we crossed
an area of open ground, on the edge of a nearby crop
we saw a pair oRedlegged Partridgea species last
noted in May 2025.

Coming out of the woods onto the bridleway, we spied
another Red Kite overhead, along with a simr@mmon
Gull, a reminder of the large number of this species tha
had been presentonthBl NJ Qa FA St Ra |
were now walking alongside a tall hedge, and inside it
could be seen definite movement; however, it was too
thick to see what. Alan volunteered to walk in the field
on the opposite side of the hedge to see what might be
flushedout as our group passed; a very nice
Yellowhammerturned out to bethe answer. This
species was last noted in roughly the same area in Apr
2025, the only sighting of it that year. A large cloud of

Entering back into a wooded areaGaeat Titwas seen,
feeding alongside a small flocklafngtailed Tit. A
Great Spotted Woodpeckezould be heard drumming,
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