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By Francis Farrow  
 

Last February I watched a Jay on a lawn of a large 
garden. It flicked a couple of leaves to the side then 
drove its bill into the grass and retrieved an acorn. It 
seems far rarer to witness a Jay retrieving an acorn 
than to watch it bury one.  According to researchers 
Jays can bury some 2,200-5,700 acorns in a season 
and the recovery rate has been estimated at 75%, 
which leaves a potential 25% to germinate.  This 
ĤĲőċƻŔŸƨƖШŔƚШťŰŸƽŰШċƚШћƚĦċƣƣĲƖШőŸċƖĬŔŰŊќШċŰĬШƣőĲШsċǃШ
by dispersing the acorns to open areas allows the 
shade intolerant oak to establish itself if it is left. 
Further research has found that the Jays can only find 
acorns they have cached themselves or have 
observed another bird caching. Studies have shown 
caching distances range from 3 to 465m from the 
host tree, though most caches are placed within 
100 m. Remarkably when Jays have young to feed 
they will sometimes find an oak seedling where they 
had previously cached an acorn. They will uproot the 
young plant, eat the acorn beneath it and then replant 
the seedling and studies have shown that it usually 
survives. Such is the important role of the Jay to the 
ŸċťШŔŰШƣőĲШũċŰĬƚĦċƓĲШƣőĲǃШċƖĲШťŰŸƽŰШċƚШћĲĦŸƚǃƚƣĲůШ
ĲŰŊŔŰĲĲƖƚќЮ 
 

 

Another corvid that has intrigued me in the past is the 
Carrion Crow. Back in the spring 2021 I watched a 
crow by a small pond on Beeston Common. It was 
intently looking into the edge of the pond then it 
pulled a clump of dead grass stems that had 
collapseĬШŔŰƣŸШƣőĲШƽċƣĲƖќƚШĲĬŊĲШƨƓШŸŰШƣŸШƣőĲШƓŸŰĬƚШ
side with its beak. Once the grass was on the bank it 
proceeded to peck at it and I could see that it was 
eating tadpoles that had been caught up within the 
grass. After a few minutes the crow picked up the 
grass stems and dropped them back into the water 
and again watched intently. It seems that this crow 

őċĬШũĲċƖŰĲĬШƣŸШƨƚĲШƣőĲШŊƖċƚƚШċƚШċШћŉŔƚőŔŰŊШŰĲƣќЮШÉƨĦőШ
behaviour again indicates the intelligence of these 
remarkable birds and in Sweden there was a trial that 
attempted to train wild crows to pick up cigarette 
butts and deposit them in a specialised container for 
a small food reward. It was estimated that there 
would be a considerable saving in the cost of 
cleaning, however, it was found that the crows were 
not likely to engage over time and it would not be a 
sustainable solution. So while wild crows can learn to 
do this, no one has ever been able to scale their 
success into something meaningful.  
 

 

Rooks have also been shown to be equally as 
inventive as their crow cousins.  As a stunt in 2018 a 
French theme park successfully trained some captive 
Rooks to pick up litter. The purpose of the project was 
ƣŸШƚőŸƽШƻŔƚŔƣŸƖƚШƣőċƣШћŰċƣƨƖĲШŔƣƚĲũŉШĦċŰШƣĲċĦőШƨƚ to 
ƣċťĲШĦċƖĲШŸŉШƣőĲШĲŰƻŔƖŸŰůĲŰƣќЮШ9ċƓƣŔƻĲШƖŸŸťƚШőċƻĲШ
also bent wire into hooks to extract food out of tubes 
and have worked together to solve problems. Such 
behaviour, however, has not been observed in wild 
populations. 

Magpies are traditionally associated with an 
attraction to shiny objects which they routinely steal 
ŔĲШћƣőĲШƣőŔĲƻŔŰŊШůċŊƓŔĲќЮШШÉƣƨĬŔĲƚШĦċƖƖŔĲĬШŸƨƣШĤǃШƣőĲШ
Centre for Research in Animal Behaviour at Exeter 
University (2010) have shown this to be a myth based 
on observation bias. The researchers suggest that 
humans notice magpies when they occasionally pick 
up shiny objects while it goes unnoticed when 
magpies interact with less eye-catching items. 

Our smallest corvid is the Jackdaw and is known for 
its complex natural calls that they use to 
communicate within the flocks and large social 
groups. Hand-reared or captive Jackdaws are 
capable of reproducing words and short phrases, 

Presidentõs Piece ð Clever Corvids  
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which often mimic the voice of their owners. 
Researchers have also found that Jackdaws can use 
their pale blue eyes to communicate warnings to 
competitors, indicating an advanced social 
intelligence. 
 

 

How fortunate we are to be able to say that Ravens 
are back in the county and indeed even within the 
NENBC boundary. The last Raven nest recorded 

before their return to the county around 2010 was at 
Beechamwell in 1859. The first Raven recorded by the 
club in the NENBC area was Weybourne on 
September 1st 2015. Only 3 more records were then 
received in the next five years but from 2021 to 2026 a 
further 198 records were made indicating a 
significant recolonization of Norfolk. I had to wait 
until March 2026 to connect to my first sighting of a 
ћ ŸƖŉŸũťќШÅċƻĲŰЮШìőŔũĲШƽċƣĦőŔŰŊШƣőĲШŉċŰƣċƚƣŔĦШ
Goshawks at Swanton Novers a pair of Ravens came 
into view and proceeded to amaze with a 
synchronised aerobatic display flight. The pair 
ůċƣĦőĲĬШĲċĦőШŸƣőĲƖќƚШƽŔŰŊĤĲċƣƚЯШůŔƖƖŸred turns and 
dived in parallel. Such behaviour is likely to 
strengthen social bonds especially during courtship. 
The complex communications shared between the 
birds turn such flights into an almost choreographed 
performance, revealing their extraordinary 
intelligence.

By Carol Thornton  
 

Welcome to our  April  newsletter ! 

Well those of you who came to our Felbrigg Park walks (in the 
plural) event last month will know what a success it was, so much 
so that rather than referring to it as a Ψtrial double walkΩ, I am now 
calling it out Ψinaugural ŘƻǳōƭŜ ǿŀƭƪΩΦ ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƛǘ ŀƭƭ ŀƎŀƛƴ 
this month but note we will be trialling a new start time of 9:30am 
for the second walk, finishing at 11am. It will still be a slow stroll to the lake and back but the extra half hour will 
give folk a bit more time for looking when they get there. ²ŜΩƭƭ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǇǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ŀƎŀƛƴ ŀŦǘŜǊǿŀǊŘǎΦ All 
the info on our other upcoming events are included from page 16, including our last talk of the season, the 2026 
Birding for Beginners programme (a few places left), the annual Big Sit and our ongoing weekend walks, so 
hopefully catch up with you soon.  

The Ψ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ [ŜƴǎΩ topic for the front cover of birds seen ƭŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘ ǿŀǎ Ψmigrants incoming. It was all about the 
Chiffchaff in March from the top left clockwise ς Jane Crossen, Andy Clarke, Richard Farrow, Mark Clements. For 
April, our theme will be Ψbirds exhibiting breeding behaviourΩ so get clicking! As it is Easter and the breeding 
ǎŜŀǎƻƴΣ ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ŜƎƎȅ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ The Beauty and Biology of Egg Colour from the Cornell Lab ς 
fascinating! Hope you had a great holiday weekend and squeezed in some birding too. 

Below are my favourite member photos ŦǊƻƳ aŀǊŎƘΣ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ƻƴ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ 
NENBC Bird Highlights section of the more unusual species ... an action shot of a Coot [Richard Farrow], an Egyptian 
Goose at dawn [Ken Thornton] and an iridescent Starling [Doug Cullern]. Thanks all!  

  A Note from the Editor  

 
Welcome to our new member s 

 ð we look forward to seeing you soon!  
 

* Luke Jeavons *  Drew Lyness *  

* Kevin Elsby *  
 

If you have any queries,  

just drop us an email  

https://www.allaboutbirds.org/news/the-beauty-and-biology-of-egg-color/


Page 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Well, it is that time of year again and 
there was certainly quite a flurry of 
bird-related !ǇǊƛƭ CƻƻƭΩǎ stories this 
month ς hope you all had your wits 
about you! 

IŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǎŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜǎ L ŎŀƳŜ 
across. That Peregrine one made me 
look twice ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ 
have!  
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 By Carol Thornton  

 

All records are from the NENBC website and submitted by 
members unless otherwise stated. No use of AI to help 
collate this report this month! 

 

March 2026 | A couple of Manx Shearwater on the 26th were the first since October and on the gull front, 
Caspian, Little and Mediterranean  all put in an appearance along with Red-breasted Merganser  and Great 
Northern Diver . Eyes to the skies for some lucky members rewarded them with Merlin, Crane, Goshawk, 
Raven, Peregrine, Whooper Swan, Great White Egret and Spoonbill . Also dropping in during March were Ring 
Ouzel, Water Pipit  and Rock Pipit . Reports of Woodlark  and Dartford Warbler  on a local heath increased 
during the month, a Hooded Crow  (maybe the one which has been about for a while in Mundesley) popped up 
in Cromer and a few Snow Bunting were still about. The long-staying Eastern Black Redstart at The Leas in 
Sheringham put in an appearance on the 1st but has not been reported on our website since. 

During the month 9,686 records were submitted and 142 species recorded which is a little up on last March.  

 

Brent Goose | Reported throughout the month, 
predominantly off Weybourne (records on 17 dates, high 
count 59 on 24th), but with other sightings from Cromer 
Lighthouse & East Cliffs (records on 4 dates, high count 13 
on 21st), West Runton (records on 2 dates, high count 2 on 
16th and 24th) and Sheringham (records on 4 dates, high 
count 19 on 26th). Photo 1 courtesy of Mark Clements 

Barnacle Goose | On 3rd, 35 were reported east from 
Weybourne with 25 approaching Cromer from the east 
before turning tail and heading back the way they had 
come. Additionally there was a flock of 40/42 east off 
Weybourne and West Runton on 5th, 6 north-east and then 
north-west over sea off Weybourne on 7th and 6 east there 
on 8th. 

Whooper Swan | A flock of 25 were initially reported flying 
north-west in the Mun valley on 5th before dropping on the 
sea at Cromer. They were tracked along the coast past 
West Runton before dropping again on the sea at 
Weybourne for half hour before continuing on in a north-
westerly direction. One was reported east offshore at 
Weybourne on 10th. Photo 2 courtesy of Mark Clements 

Mandarin Duck |  A single record of a drake emerging from 
the reeds at Selbrigg Pond on 20th. Photo 3 courtesy of 
Steven & Barbara Lines 

Garganey | One lucky member observed a pair of 
Garganey for 30 minutes on a private lake near Bale on 
24th. Photo 4 courtesy of Paul Morris 

Eider | There were 34 records over 18 dates this month 
with high counts of 119 at Sheringham on 1st, 54 at 
Weybourne on 3rd, and 115 at Cromer Lighthouse & East 
Cliffs on the same date. The majority of other counts were 
in single figures.  

1 

 

 

NENBC Bird Highlights ð March  202 6  

å 9,400 individual records covering 142 bird  

species were added in March  

2 
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4 



Page 6 

 

Goosander | All records were from Weybourne, with single 
birds reported on 15th, 16th and 22nd, with 2 there on 7th and 
31st. 

Red-breasted Merganser |  Singles east at Weybourne on 
21st and 22nd, 2 west at Sheringham on 25th and an 
impressive 12 at Weybourne on 30th (10 west and 2 east). 

Grey Partridge | Virtually all of the 14 records were of 
solitary pairs, with Bodham being a hotspot. A record of a 
single bird there on 1st then no further Grey Partridge 
records until 17th when 2 were observed at Little 
Barningham. The only other non-Bodham record was a pair 
at Weybourne Camp on 30th. Photo 5 courtesy of Doug 
Cullern 

Crane | A pair flew south-east over Cromer towards 
Overstrand on 4th. 

Little Grebe |  Twenty-nine records throughout the month 
of 1-3 birds from predominantly Felbrigg Park, but other 
reports from Thornage, Baconsthorpe, Mannington Hall 
Park, Selbrigg Pond, Baconsthorpe, Wolterton Park and 
Gimingham. The stand-out report was of 8 on a WeBS 
ĦŸƨŰƣШŉƖŸůШƣőĲШƓƖŔƻċƣĲШ§ũĬШ7ƖŔƣŸŰќƚШÄƨċƖƖǃШƚŔƣĲЮ Photo 6 
courtesy of Richard Farrow 

Great Crested Grebe | Mostly coastal records of 1-2 birds 
from Weybourne (with 4 there on 1st and 9 on 5th), 
Weybourne Cliffs, West Runton and Cromer Lighthouse & 
East Cliffs. Inland records from Blickling Park (1 on 3rd and 
4th and 2 on 22nd) and 2 at Wolterton Park on 22nd. Photo 7 
courtesy of Mark Clements 

Grey Plover | Up to 5 reported from West Runton on 1st 
and just 1 there on 15th. Photo 8 courtesy of John Wheeler 

Bar-tailed Godwit |  A flock of 10 east past Weybourne and 
Cromer Lighthouse & East Cliffs on 20th was the only report 
of the month.  

Knot | Two records in March. The first was an unusual 
record of 2 birds on the Sheringham prom with the 
Turnstone flock on the 9th and the second was of a winter 
bird west at Cromer Lighthouse & East Cliffs on 12th. Photo 
9 courtesy of Jane Crossen 

Dunlin |  Most of the 12 records of single figure counts 
were reported from Weybourne between 7th and 18th with a 
high count of 31 east there on 10th. Elsewhere, a winter 
bird in off the sea at Cromer Lighthouse & East Cliffs on 
10th and 2 west at West Runton on 16th. 

Woodcock |  Seven records from seven locations, starting 
with 2 at Thwaite Common on 1st and followed by singles 
at Beeston Common, Sustead, Holt, Holt Country Park & 
Lowes, Kelling Heath and finally West Runton on 21st. 

Jack Snipe | A single at Felbrigg Park on 2nd and two there 
on the rough grazing meadow below the dam on 22nd. The 
only other record was a single on a survey of the private 
Thornage Hall on 31st.  

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
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Kittiwake |  On 20th, 3 east past Weybourne and 4, 
including two first winter birds, also east at Cromer 
Lighthouse & East Cliffs on the same day. Two east at 
Sheringham on 25th and again there on 26th. 

Little Gull |  A single west past Weybourne on 29th was the 
only report. 

Mediterranean Gull |  Twenty three coastal records 
throughout the month of mostly 1-2 birds, generally 
heading west and reported from Weybourne Camp, 
Weybourne (high count 5 on 18th), Sheringham, West 
Runton, Cromer Lighthouse & East Cliffs. The only inland 
record was of an adult summer bird in a mixed roosting 
gull flock on the eastern boundary of Felbrigg Park on 16th. 
Photo 10 courtesy of David Griffiths 

Caspian Gull | On 24th, a single bird on the groyne at West 
Runton before heading off west was the only record of the 
month. Photo 11 courtesy of Mark Clements 

Sandwich Tern | The first birds of the spring were reported 
on 25th east at Sheringham, followed by singles at 
Weybourne on 27th and Sheringham on 28th. 

Red-throated Diver |  Sixty seven records throughout the 
month from Weybourne to Cromer Lighthouse & East 
Cliffs. Triple-figure counts were reported on 10 days, 
mostly during seawatching sessions. A group of 60 east 
were reported from Cromer Lighthouse & East Cliffs on 
21st.  

Great Northern Diver |  Two east at Weybourne on 10th 
with just the one being reported from Cromer Lighthouse & 
East Cliffs on the same day. Further singles east at 
Weybourne on 12th and 30th plus on the sea and then east 
at Cromer on 20th.  

Fulmar | Forty five records throughout the month of 1-6 
most likely local birds along the coastline. A report of 13 
off shore, with 10 in a single raft, was unusual. 

Manx Shearwater | One record of 2 birds west off 
Sheringham on 26th. 

Spoonbill |  Two birds west offshore at Weybourne on 1st 
was the first record since September. Further reports of 
one west close in from Weybourne Cliffs on 11th, a single 
west at West Runton on 16th and an early morning inland 
report of an individual heading north-west over Gresham 
on 28th. Photo 12 courtesy of Ken Thornton 

Great White Egret | Records of 1-3 birds on 4 dates off 
Weybourne between 15th and 24th. Inland, a single over 
Southrepps Common flew in from north and continued 
west along the valley. Photo 13 courtesy of Mark Clements 

Goshawk | Plenty of records during March from a variety of locations. At Swanton Novers up to 3 birds were 
reported, with observers at the beginning of the month noting flight displays. A single was reported at Selbrigg 
Pond on 7 dates and Holt Country Park & Lowes had 2 birds on 17th and 29th plus a single on 30th. Elsewhere, 
reports were of singles at Hunworth on 10th, West Beckham on 19th, Weybourne Heath on 26th, Letheringsett & 
Ford on 28th, Aylmerton on 29th and Weybourne Heath on 30th. Photo 14 courtesy of Mark Clements   

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 
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Marsh Harrier | Reported on 17 dates across 7 mostly 
coastal locations. Singles variously reported at 
Weybourne Camp, Weybourne (3 on 15th), Beeston Bump 
and West Runton with inland records at Aylmerton on 10th, 
Edgefield on 11th and Letheringsett & Ford (4 birds at 
Bayfield Park) on 28th. Photo 15 courtesy of Mark Clements 

Kingfisher  | Singles were reported from Blickling Park on 
2nd and 3rd with 2 there on 6th. 

Merlin  | A single was west along the tideline at Weybourne 
on 19th before landing on the beach. 

Peregrine | Mating was reported with the Cromer church 
pair at the beginning of the month and 3 eggs were 
subsequently laid. Food passes have been observed. Away 
from Cromer, singles reported in off the sea at Weybourne 
on 5th, over the reservoir at Thornage on 12th and west 
along the cliffs at Beeston Bump on 21st. Photo 16 courtesy 
of Jane Crossem 

Hooded Crow | One reported at Cromer on 24th with a 
possible hybrid at Aylmerton on 4th. Photo 17 courtesy of 
Mark Clements 

Raven | Reports of singles from Kelling Heath on 5th, 
Sheringham Park on 9th, and both Felbrigg Park and Holt 
Country Park & Lowes on 20th. Displaying pairs were 
reported from Swanton Novers on 11th and Weybourne on 
16th with other reports of pairs at Weybourne on 22nd, 
Southrepps on 29th and Selbrigg Pond on 21st with an 
additional report of 6 birds there (5 together) on 16th. Photo 
18 courtesy of Francis Farrow 

Marsh Tit | Reports of 1-2 birds on garden feeders on and 
off during the month in both Brinton and Gresham. Up to 3 
birds were reported at Swanton Novers on a club walk on 
14th, with singles at Mannington Hall Park on 18th and 27th 
and at nearby Mossymere Wood on 15th.  

Woodlark |  A single was in song flight at Buxton Heath on 
17th and all other records came from Kelling Heath where 
1-2 birds were heard more often than seen but up to 5 
were observed in song flight there on 10th. 

Cetti's Warbler |  Sixty six records from 10 locations 
throughout the month, mostly of singles but with 3 at 
Pigneys Wood on 5th and 4 at Dilham Canal on 2nd, 2 there 
on 11th and 3 on 28thЮШ~ŸƚƣШƖĲƓŸƖƣƚШƚƣċƣĲĬШƣőĲǃШƽĲƖĲШћőĲċƖĬШ
ŸŰũǃќЯШƽŔƣőШŰŸШƖĲĦŸƖĬƚШĲǂƓũŔĦŔƣũǃШƚƣċƣŔŰŊШƣőĲШĤŔƖĬШőċĬШĤĲĲŰШ
seen too. 

Dartford Warbler |  All records were from Kelling Heath 
and were of 1-4 birds, with two pairs reported. Photo 19 
courtesy of Ken Thornton 

Firecrest |  Forty records from 10 locations throughout the 
month, mostly of singles. Two were reported from 
Sheringham Park on 11th, Holt Country Park had 2-4 birds 
with the 4 reported on 20th, Selbrigg Pond hosted a displaying pair on 25th with 2 males singing on 28th and 
Weybourne Heath held 3 birds on 30th. Photo 20 courtesy of Richard Farrow  

15 

16 

17 

18 
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Ring Ouzel | A Third Party Report of a single male very 
briefly in paddocks at West Runton on 15th before moving 
on west. 

Black Redstart  | Our last record of the long-staying 
Eastern race bird was at the Sheringham Esplanade on 1st. 
A female type was reported in Cromer gardens on 27th and 
29th and around the same time, a single female was also 
reported in a ůĲůĤĲƖќƚШPaston garden. Photo 21 courtesy 
of Rob Dibgy 

Wheatear | A male was reported on a cultivated plot at 
Weybourne Cliffs on 26th and an individual was also 
recorded in the horse paddock east of the beach car park 
at West Runton on 30th.  

Grey Wagtail | Most records came from Selbrigg Pond 
where there were reports on 13 days, mostly of 1-2 birds 
but with 2 pairs on 27th and 3 birds on 28th. Other records 
were of singles from Beeston Regis, Dilham Canal (with 2 
on 17th), Kelling Heath, Sheringham, Wolterton Park, Spa 
Common, Southrepps Common (with 2 on 29th) and 2 at 
Blickling Park on 22nd. Photo 22 courtesy of Mark Clements 

Water Pipit |  At Sheringham on 1st, a single came in off the 
sea and was harassed by a gull before landing briefly on a 
groyne before heading off west. A recording was made at 
Beeston Bump on 21st which was later identified as this 
species. More on that in an article next month! 

Rock Pipit | Singles west at Weybourne on 3rd, 10th and 27th 
with one at West Runton on 6th. 

Brambling |  Reported on 12 days, with locations covering 
Bodham (high count 4 on 28th), Gresham (3 on 17th), High 
Kelling (2 on 1st), Southrepps Common, Thornage (4 on 
17th) and Weybourne Heath. Photo 23 courtesy of Ken 
Thornton 

Redpoll | Single Lesser Redpoll were reported at Thornage 
on 1st, Swanton Novers on 4th, with 2 at Holt Country Park & 
Lowes on 29th and a flock of 6 at Kelling Heath on 28th.  

19 20 

21 

22 

23 
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Common Crossbill  | Singles were at Selbrigg Pond on 24th, 
27th and 29th with 2 there on 17th and 22nd and a single at 
Bodham on 22nd with 2 there on 1st. Elsewhere, singles at 
Sheringham Park on 1st, Kelling Heath on 3rd, Aylmerton on 
18th and Holt Country Park & Lowes on 20th and 29th. Photo 
24 courtesy of Mark Clements 

Snow Bunting | Only recorded at Weybourne Cliffs during 
March, with 20 there on 2nd, 3 on 14th and 2 on 19th and 20th. 

 

 

 

Migrants will be flooding northwards (fingers crossed!) and anything is possible with some 
favourable weather and time spent in the field. South easterly winds may bring good 
numbers of Ring Ouzels as well as Yellow Wagtails  and ever-increasing species 
of warblers. Look out for our more common migrants like Lesser Whitethroat , 
Sedge Warbler and Garden Warbler  but also our less common visitors like 
Cuckoo , Pied Flycatcher  and Redstart.  Keep an eye out for pipits - Tree 
Pipit  is a possibility and we have already had ÅŔĦőċƖĬќƚШÂŔƓŔƣ and Water 
Pipit  recorded this month. Pea fields are worth checking for Dotterel  as 
we have had spring records in 2015, 2018 and 2021 
and eyes to the skies for raptors such as Osprey, 
Goshawk or the odd passing White -tailed 
Eagle and even cruising Cranes. Any north-
easterly wind with rain fronts could produce 
Scandinavian birds with Wryneck  and even 
Icterine Warbler . April is the peak month 
for Alpine Swift  with records in 2018, 2019 
and 2023 and Black or Arctic Tern  are a 
good possibility. 

If you look at the Wordsearch on page 42, 
ǃŸƨќũũШƚĲĲШƽőċƣШċШŊƖĲċƣШĦŸũũĲĦƣŔŸŰШŸŉШĤŔƖĬƚШƽĲШ
had turn up last April, so you never know what 
you might be lucky enough to catch up with! 

Library photos courtesy of Mark Clements (Ring 
Ouzel, Lesser Whitethroat), Jane Crossen (Yellow 
Wagtail, Redstart), Alan Stevens (Sedge 
Warbler), Andrew Crossley (Garden Warbler), 
Andy Clarke (Pied Flycatcher)  

April : What to look forward to é.. 

24 
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16/03/2026 Turnstone 21 West Runton Mark Clements  Including Flagged JAJ 

29/03/2026 Turnstone 39 Sheringham Cliffs & Golf Course  Jane Crossen Prom in front of the Crown 
- inc JAJ 

 

 

All records this month were from Andy Clarke at Sheringham. 
 

07/03/2026 Moorhen 1 Nocturnal flight call (1 burst) 2340 

08/03/2026 Golden Plover 2 Nocturnal flight calls, 0054 (2 calls), 0402 (2 calls); also probable Green Sandpiper 
0444 and possible LRP 0510 but calls too faint for certain identification 

14/03/2026 Redwing 1 Nocturnal flight call over garden, 0130 (1 call) 

14/03/2026 Turnstone 1 Nocturnal flight call over garden, 2050 (13th March), 1 call 

14/03/2026 Common Scoter 1 Nocturnal flight calls over garden, 0105 (2 calls) 

14/03/2026 Wigeon 2 Nocturnal flight calls over garden, 2136 (13th March); 8+ calls, at least two birds 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Greylag  Goose  | άhǿƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƎƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ 
ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǳǊ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŀǘŜǊōƛǊŘǎΦέ μ 5ŀǾƛŘ DǊƛŦŦƛǘƘǎ μ 
Selbrigg Pond | 20th 

Mallard  μ άCƻǳǊ ŘǊŀƪŜǎ ƻƴ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǇƻƴŘ ōȅ ōǊƛŘƎŜ ƛƴǘƻ 
ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ƘƻƳŜ ŀǊŜŀΦ bŜǾŜǊ ǎŜŜƴ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ƭŜǘ ŀƭƻƴŜ ŦƻǳǊΗέ 
| Jane Crossen | West Runton | 18th 

Teal  μ ά{ǳǎǘŜŀŘ wƻŀŘΦ hƴ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ǇƻƴŘ ŀƴŘ ōŜƛƴƎ 
Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳŀƭƭȅ ƘŀǊǊƛŜŘ ōȅ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ aƻƻǊƘŜƴ ǇŀƛǊΦέ μ !ƭŀƴ 
Stevens | Gresham | 17th 

Stock Dove  μ άLƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƴƎκŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƴŜǎǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƻǾŜ 
cote near the pond at Hillside Shire Horse Sanctuary - they 
ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ōǊŜŜŘ ƛƴ ƛǘ ŜŀŎƘ ȅŜŀǊέ μ 9ƭƭƛŜ Farrow | West 
Runton | 9th 

Wood Pigeon  μ άŦƭŜǿ ƻƴǘƻ ŦŜƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƴŜǎǘƛƴƎ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ 
and then sidled along & jumped into bay tree, another 
ŦŜŜŘƛƴƎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǎŜŜŘ ŦŜŜŘŜǊέ μ ±ŀƭ {ǘǳōōǎ μ ²ŜȅōƻǳǊƴŜ μ 
13th 

Wood Pigeon  μ ά9ǾƛƴƎǘƻƴ [ŀǿƴǎΦ 9ŀǊƭȅ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ .¢hΩǎ 
.ƛǊŘǎ Lƴ DǊŜŜƴǎǇŀŎŜǎ ǎǳǊǾŜȅέ μ !ƴŘy Gorton | Cromer | 
28th 

Little Grebe  μ άhǳǘ ƴŜŀǊ ŘŀƳ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǾŜŘ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎŜŜƴ 
again - ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ǎǳōƳŀǊƛƴŜ ǎǘȅƭŜΗέ μ 5ŀǾƛŘ DǊƛŦŦƛǘƘǎ μ 
Selbrigg Pond | 29th 

Oystercatcher μ άhƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƴŘ ǇƭŀǘŦƻǊƳ ǘƘŜȅ ƴŜǎǘŜŘ ƻƴ 
last year at Hillside Shire Horse Sanctuary, arguing over it 

Member Highs, Lows and Ponderings  

All member comments are taken from the notes section of the website. We are getting a lot more detail on the  

birds and their activities these days which makes these summaries longer, but much richer, so please keep it up 

everyone!  

Observations from last month é..                  Member Extra!

Ringed Bird Highlights  
Just a reminder to folk logging ringed birds on our website. Although we send our data off en masse to the  

county recorder through BirdTrack uploads, we donõt directly contact ringing coordinators of individual 

projects ð that needs to be down to you if you have a sighting. Project coordinators love to get data on their birds ð after 

all, that is the reason for ringing them - so here is a reminder on how to do it from Chris Lamsdell:  

òPlease report your colour ring birds to the relevant project co-ordinator which can be found through the EU Colour 

Ring website https://cr -birding.org/ . Locally ringed Turnstones stones (red flag three letters starting JAA), Black -

headed Gulls (red rings starting 2C00) and Marsh Tit (white rings 00 -99) can be reported through 

https://iceni.shinyapps.io/sightings/  Metal only rings can be report to the BTO 

https://app.bto.org/euring/lang/pages/rings.jsp ó 
 

Noc -Mig Highlights  

Calling all those members out there who dabble in nocturnal recordings of over -flying birds é please do pop 

your confirmed records on the website. They donõt count towards your Star or Green badges but they are an interesting 

addition to our data.  Supporting sonogram images welcome. But what about those off -the-wall identifications the 

analysis software comes up with? The advancements in technology are great but they are a guide rather than a 

definitive ID so you do need to check your recordings yo urself using website databases like Xeno -Canto or BirdNet for 

example. Please donõt log these ôdodgyõ records on the website, but do drop us an email to let us know your best ôif 

onlyõ records of the month!  
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with the resident Herring Gull pair (who also nested on it 
ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅύέ μ 9ƭƭƛŜ CŀǊǊƻǿ μ ²Ŝǎǘ wǳƴǘƻƴ μ мst 

Knot  μ άLϥǾŜ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ǎŜŜƴ Yƴƻǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŎƪǎ ƘŜǊŜ 
(usually single birds) but I've never seen two in amongst 
the Turnstone on the actual prom (by the tank). Fantastic 
views of the two birds - first with the Turnstone and then 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀŎƘέ μ WŀƴŜ /ǊƻǎǎŜƴ μ Sheringham | 9th 

Great Black -backed Gull  μ άƻƴ ǎŜŀΣ ǇǊŜǎǳƳŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ 
attempting to swallow a large fish, when viewed through 
scope was astonished to see it was actually a large squid, 
which was duly swallowed down. That gull probably 
ǿƻǳƭŘƴȫǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ Ŝŀǘ ŀƎŀƛƴ ŦƻǊ ŘŀȅǎΦέ μ tƘƛƭ .ƻǊƭŜȅ μ 
Weybourne | 16 th 

Lesser Black -backed Gull  μ ά{ŜŜƴ ƻƴ ƎƻƭŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ 
near turf slope. Unusual as normally herring gulls and black 
ƘŜŀŘŜŘ ƎǳƭƭǎΤ ƴƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΦέ μ 5ŀǾƛŘ IŀǊǇŜǊ μ /ǊƻƳŜǊ 
Lighthouse & East Cliffs | 13th 

Sparrowhawk  μ άƛƴ ŦƛŜƭŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƻƻŘ ǇƛƎŜƻƴ ƪƛƭƭΣ ǿŀǎ 
trying to get into cover of field hedge to eat its catch, the 
pigeon was too heavy and the hawk could only fly a very 
short distance at a time. After four attempts it successfully 
ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘ ŜŘƎŜΦέ μ tƘƛƭ .orley | Weybourne | 14th 

Goshawk μ ά.ƛǊŘ ƻƴ ŀ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƭŜǿ Ŧŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǿ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ŀƴ 
open ride and into the trees, only feet above the ground.  
aȅ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŜǾŜǊ ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ Dƻǎ ƘǳƴǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǿƻƻŘƭŀƴŘΦέ μ 
Andy Clarke | Weybourne Heath | 30th 

Marsh Harrier  μ άƭŀƴŘŜŘ ƛƴ ŦƛŜƭŘΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŀ ƘŀǊŜ Ǌŀƴ 
towards it, the harrier took off carrying a small leveret. I 
have previously seen this once before, but on that occasion 
involved a buzzard. Obviously a hare is willing to try and 
chase of birds of prey of that size to ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ȅƻǳƴƎΦέ μ 
Phil Borley | Weybourne | 14th 

Red Kite  μ άсȄ LƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ р ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ ƛƴ ƻŦŦ όо ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊύέ μ 
Andrew Kershaw | Weybourne | 18th 

Red Kite  μ ά²Ŝǎǘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ²ŜȅōƻǳǊƴŜ - together - 
although one ventured out to sea for a bit! Being mobbed 
ŀǘ ƻƴŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ōȅ Ǝǳƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŎǊƻǿΦέ μ WŀƴŜ /ǊƻǎǎŜƴ μ 
Sheringham Cliffs & Golf Course | 18th 

Buzzard  μ άуȄ ƪŜǘǘƭƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊ ƘƻǳǎŜ όƭƻŎŀƭ ōƛǊŘǎ ƻǊ 
ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎŜŀ ŎǊƻǎǎƛƴƎΚύέ μ /ƘǊƛǎ aŀǎƻƴ μ .ŜŜǎǘƻƴ 
Regis | 5th 

Tawny Owl  μ άIŜŀǊŘ ƻƴƭȅΣ ƘƻƻǘƛƴƎΦ aŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 
answering a train whistle! (Could have been a 
ŎƻƛƴŎƛŘŜƴŎŜΦύέ μ ¢ƻƴǘ tƻǇŜ μ ²ŜȅōƻǳǊƴŜ μ нуth 

Jay μ άhƴŜ ōƛǊŘ ƘŜŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘ ǎƻƴƎόΚύ - a 
ǿŀǊōƭƛƴƎ ΨŘƛ Řƛ Řƛ ŘƻƻΩ ǘƘŀǘ L ƘŀǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƘŜŀǊŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜΦΦέ μ 
Tony Pope | Kelling Heath | 16th 

Rook  μ άслȄ wƻƻƪŜǊȅ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ŎŀǊ ǇŀǊƪΦ !ōƻǳǘ нл 
nests in the main tree, with another ten spread out in 
ƴŜŀǊōȅ ǘǊŜŜǎΦέ μ WŀƳŜǎ ϧ /ŀǘƘȅ 9ƳŜǊǎƻƴ μ .ƭƛŎƪƭƛƴƎ tŀǊƪ μ 
15th 

Carrion Crow  μ άL ŎƻǳƴǘŜŘ пт ƛƴǘƻ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ƻŀƪ ƻƴ 
southern edge of Bacton Wood at dusk 18:10 with some 
disputing on rights as numbers grew and flock splitting 
ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘǿƻ ǘǊŜŜǎέ μ .ƻō CŀǊƴŘƻƴ μ 5ƛƭƘŀƳ /ŀƴŀƭ μ ммth 

Marsh Tit  μ άtƛŎƪŜŘ ǳǇ ōȅ WƻƘƴ {ǿŀƭƭƻǿ ƻƴ ŎŀƭƭΣ ǘƘŜƴ 
seen moving around in bare tree - the benefits of group 
ōƛǊŘƛƴƎΤ /ƭǳō ǿŀƭƪέ μ ±ŀƭ {ǘǳōōǎ μ {ǿŀƴǘƻƴ bƻǾŜǊǎ μ мпth 

Cettiõs Warbler μ άLǘΩs back! After first appearing last 
Spring at this site, one appears to be ranging quite widely 
along the valley, heard from near to main entrance and 
later heard further west from School Common, also been 
ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ŀƭƻƴƎ .ǊŀƳōƭŜ [ŀƴŜέ μ {ǘŜƭƭŀ .ŀȅƭƛǎ μ {ƻǳǘhrepps 
Common | 10th 

Blackcap μ ά{ƛƴƎƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƻŘ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘŜ Ƴȅ ƘƻǳǎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ 
ŦƛǊǎǘ L ƘŀǾŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦέ μ !ƴŘǊŜǿ /ǊƻǎǎƭŜȅ μ DǊŜǎƘŀƳ 
| 20 th 

Firecrest μ άпȄ hǳǘǊŀƎŜƻǳǎ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǳǊ - such noisy and 
almost aggressive birds. How can a small bird look so angry 
ŀǘ ǘƛƳŜǎΦέ μ 5ŀǾƛŘ DǊƛŦŦƛǘƘǎ μ Iƻƭǘ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅ tŀǊƪ ϧ [ƻǿŜǎ μ 
20th 

Starling μ άмллȄ CŀǎŎƛƴŀǘƛƴƎΗ /ƭŜŀǊƭȅ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŦŜŜŘƛƴƎ ǳǇ 
ready to head home. Started with around 30 feeding 
ferociously in the cemetery itself - then moved to the field 
west of the cemetery and were gradually joined by 
incoming one, twos and small groups to total around 100+. 
Still feeding when I left at 17.50! Really interesting to 
ǿŀǘŎƘΦέ μ WŀƴŜ /ǊƻǎǎŜƴ μ {ƘŜǊƛƴƎƘŀƳ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ μ млth 

Starling μ άорлȄ ŦƭŜǿ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƘƻǇŜ ǊŜŜŘ ōŜŘΦ aǳǊƳǳǊŀǘƛƻƴ 
over / around reed bed for several minutes until the flock 
ǎǇƭƛǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛǎǇŜǊǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴǎέ μ tƘƛƭ .ƻǊƭŜȅ 
| Weybourne | 20th 

Blackbird  μ άaȅ ōŀƭŎƻƴȅ ǇŀƛǊ ŀǊŜ ŦŜŜŘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳƴƎ ƴƻǿΦ 
!ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ŀ aŀƎǇƛŜ ƛǎ ǎŀŘƭȅ ƭǳǊƪƛƴƎΗΗέ μ WŀƴŜ /ǊƻǎǎŜƴ μ 
Sheringham |23rd 

 

Blackbird  μ άtǊŜǎǳƳŀōƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƳŀƭŜ 
ŀǎ ƘŜ ŦƭŜǿ ƻƴǘƻ ŎŀǊ ǊƻƻŦ ŀǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ƳŜŀƭ ǿƻǊƳǎΦέ μ 5ƻǳƎ ϧ 
Jenny Cullern | Holt | 25th 

Fieldfare μ ά!ǘ ƭŀǎǘΗ ²ŀǎ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ L ǿƻǳƭŘƴϥǘ 
ǎŜŜ ŀƴȅ ƭƻŎŀƭƭȅ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴǘŜǊΗέ μ {ǘŜƭƭŀ .ŀȅƭƛǎ 
| Southrepps Common | 30th 

Song Thrush  μ άDƛǾƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ ŀƭƭ ŀǘ лтΥмрΦ DǊŜŀǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƻƴŜ 
singing in the garden but not appreciated at 05:50 by Mrs 
D ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎΗέ μ 5ŀǾƛŘ DǊƛŦƛǘƘǎ μ Iƻƭǘ μ млth 

Robin  μ ά{ƛǘǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ - it only flew off 
ŀŦǘŜǊ L ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊέ μ ±ŀƭ {ǘǳōōǎ μ {ŜƭōǊƛƎƎ 
Pond | 1st 
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NENBC WhatsApp groups 

We have 3! We need your mobile number to sign 
you up for any of them and you will need to 
activate WhatsApp on your phone if you are not 
already using it. There are a few rules on the 1st 
two groups which you will need to agree to on sign 
up that ensures they run as smoothly as possible 
for our volunteer administrators and the instant 
info you get is of use. Please be aware that like all 
WhatsApp groups, your number will be visible to 
ŀƭƭ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ƘƛŘŜ 
them. 

 
NE Norfolk Sea -watching  is administered by 
Trevor Williams and is for any active and 
participating seawatchers along the north east 
Norfolk coast whether they are club members or 
not. 

NENBC Alerts  is administered by Tony Forster 
and is solely for club members to share news on 
the location of interesting birds within the club 
area. 

 
NENBC Communications  has been set up so 
we have a means of contacting members quickly 
and easily without going through the email / 
ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ǊƻǳǘŜΦ ²Ŝ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƭƛƪŜ ΧΦ 

 sending out reminders a day or two before 
scheduled club events 

 letting folk know where we are running a 
short-ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ΨtƻǇ-¦ǇΩ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ 
published schedule  

 advising to any last-minute changes to 
scheduled events  

Unlike the other WhatsApp groups only the 
Admins can send messages out; ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿƻƴΩǘ 
be able to respond Ǿƛŀ ƛǘ ǎƻ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀ 
lot of traffic on it. It ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ōƛǊŘ ŀƭŜǊǘ 
ǎƻ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŘǳǇƭƛŎŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜs of our other two. 

Membership Renewal  

Subscriptions for 2026  ð LAST CALL!!!!  

Wǳǎǘ ǘƻ ƭŜǘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǊŜƴŜǿŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ 
membership for 2026 we will reluctantly taking you off 
our circulation lists this month and switching off your 
website access. 

If you are still wanting to renew, our preferred method 
of payment is by standing order, but one-off payments 
can be made electronically to the club account 
(Account Number: 20842968 / Sort Code: 30- 94-34; 
TSB) or by posting a cheque to the membership 
secretary Colin Blaxill at Caitlins, Bernard Close, High 
Kelling, Holt NR25 6QY. Cheques need to be made 
ǇŀȅŀōƭŜ ǘƻ άbƻǊǘƘ 9ŀǎǘ bƻǊŦƻƭƪ .ƛǊŘ /ƭǳōέ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ 
NENBC. If you want to pay by cash then catch Colin or 
one of the other Committee Members at one of our 
events. 

Note: We aren't intending to issue membership cards 
to existing members this year due to the rising costs of 
postage. Our club sponsor BirdVentures, who offer 
discounts on their own brand bird food to members at 
their Holt shop, are happy to accept your 2025 cards 
as proof of membership. Please get in touch if you 
ŎŀƴΩǘ ŦƛƴŘ ȅƻǳǊǎΗ 

Many thanks for your continuing support and 

engagement and happy birding for 2026!  
 

2026 calendar year membership of £15 per household to 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀ ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ǇǊƛƴǘŜŘ нлнр !ƴƴǳŀƭ .ƛǊŘ 
Report which we hope will be ready for publication in the 
summer, or £12 without the report.  
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Dear Members of the North 
East Norfolk Bird Club, 

Thank you very much to 
everyone who took the time 

to complete the recent 
survey on the impact of AI in 
birding. Your responses are 
greatly appreciated and will 

play an important role in 
shaping the findings of this 
consultancy project. I really 
appreciate your support and 

interest in this project.  

Kind Regards, 

Maisie Royal  UEA 

 

 

 

 

We are once more looking for volunteers to take to the floor at our 202 6 

Membersõ Night to give us a 20 minute talk of their choice about birds or any 

other related subject. This has been a popular event previously ð some 

would say the night of the year -  with an eclectic range of subjects 

embraced by members.  We plan to run this in our November indoor event 

slot. 

It doesnõt have to be scientific or funny (but could be!) ð an appreciation of 

any aspect of a birding life, a birding patch or holiday, a related hobby, a 

cause you are passionate about, a grumble to get off your chest, a project 

you would like some help with.  

A simple talk would be lovely, but slides are a great addition and if you 

needed some support with that, help is at hand!  

Please get in touch of you want to have a chat about it first or to put your 

hand up.  

| Alan Stevens | 07765 892515 | ahstevens@gmail.com  |  

  
  

 C
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The 2026 Membersõ Night of 4 Mini Talks 

mailto:ahstevens@gmail.com
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Overview     General Walks Information  
 

 Talks on the last Thursday 

evening of the month at 

Gresham Village Hall from 

Sep-Nov and Jan-Apr, also 

available live via Zoom  

 Walks around Felbrigg Park 

on the 3rd  Wednesday 

morning of the month Sep -Jul 

 Varied monthly weekend 

walks and the odd evening 

one from Sep-Jul 

 Special events including:  

 Coordinated Seawatch  

 Walks Weeks  

 Christmas Social & AGM  

 New Yearõs Day Birding 
Challenge  

 NENBC Big Sit  

 Global Big Bird Day 

activities  

 Birding for Beginners 

Course  

 Short-notice themed ôpop-

upõ sessions 

Car-sharing is always 

encouraged, or even better, 

walking or cycling . 

 
 

General Talks Info  
 

  

 

Whatõs On?  

General Event Information  ð please see our website or ôupcoming eventsõ 

in this newsletter for fuller details  of what we have on offer  

 

Please wear clothing suitable to conditions  - footpaths can be muddy at 

any time of the year . 

YOUNG PEOPLE:  Children are always welcome if accompanied by 

well -behaved adults and we would be happy to see young members  

aged 16 and 17 attend unaccompanied with prior written consent from a 

parent or guardian who has also supplied a phone number where they 

can be contacted in an emergency.   

DOGS:  We regret no dogs  except assistance dogs . 

EQUIPMENT:  Binoculars are always recommended to gain full 

enjoyment from your birding and for some of our walks , a scope is 

definitely useful but donõt forget youõll have to carry it!  

ACCESSIBILITY : Unfortunately most of our walks arenõt suitable for 

wheelchair users but please do contact us on nenbc@aol.co.uk  to see 

which of our events are or could be adapted to be so. 

BADGES:  Birds seen on club -area walks count towards individual Star 

badges & if you walk or cycle from home, they also count towards your 

Eco-Badges. 

BOOKING:  In a change from previous years - you generally wonõt need 

to book for any of our walks so just turn up on the day if you fancy it . We 

advise joining the Wh atsApp Comms group which we will always use if 

we have to make any last minute changes. There may be the occasional 

time we do need advance numbers and bookings and if this is the case it 

will say so on our publicity  

LOCATION: Our indoor events are benerally held at Gresham Village Hall and unless otherwise stated they 

start at 7:30pm. Most are also available live v ia Zoom. The postal address is East Beckham Road, Gresham, 

Norfolk, NR11 8RT but note the published postcode might not take you to exactly the right spot! If you are 

coming through Aylmerton and Lower Gresham, turn right by the church (just after the school) and the hall is on 

your left. If you are coming through Gresham, turn left at  the church (just before the school) and the hall is on 

your left. If you are dropping down from East Beckham, the hall is on your right opposite the church.  

AT THE HALL:  Those of you attending in -person at the hall for our regular evening talks can expect a selection 

of home-made cakes plus tea, coffee, hot chocolate, wine and cold drinks during the interval and of course the 

chance to socialise with other members. We can cater for gluten -free or other requirements if you let us know in 

advance. We have a 2nd hand ônatural worldõ book stall for you to purchase from / contribute your no-longer -

required stock to, supplies of our club publications to buy (includin g our annual bird reports), a display of 

member photos and details on our upcoming events. We are happy to offer membersõ old birding equipment for 

sale at our events (or in our newsletter) with a contribution going to club funds.  

NO BOOKING REQUIRED  BUTé: It is always nice to know if you are coming to an evening talk but by no 

means essential so if it takes your fancy on the evening, please just turn up as we would love to see you! If you 

want the Zoom link though, you will need to let us know in advance!  

ACCESSIBILITY:  The hall is wheelchair accessible. The level car park at the hall is shingle but we can reserve a 

space next to the entrance if you need it.  

PARKING:  Access to the hall car park is off East Beckham Road, opposite the church. There is additional 

parking on the road along the side of the church itself and an overflow car park has kindly been offered to us by 

Gresham Village School. The school car park is  located on Cromer Road to the left of the school as you face it 

and at the left -hand end of the row of houses ð about a 300m walk from the hall. Please park considerately to 

allow maximum number of cars in the car parks and on the road but with en ough space for passing traffic to be 

able to get through, including agricultural vehicles. We can send you a map of the locality on request.  
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Upcoming  Events  
 

In the coming weeks we have another 
double Felbrigg Park Walk  offering 
a short or a standard stroll, and walk 
around The Runtons . Our April  

Evening Talk  is about The Holkham 
Spoonbills with Andrew Bloomfield. 
5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ƻǳǊ Birding for Beginners 
Programme later this month and next 
ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ Big Sit, always great fun. 
Look forward to seeing you at these 
events soon. 
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Felbrigg Park Monthly Walk  

15th  April  2026 

 
Following the success of our March 
double event, we will offering two walks 
on the 3rd Wednesday of the month for the 
next few month s at least.  
In addition to our usual romp  with Trevor 
we will also be leading a second shorter 
and slower walk for those who find our 
normal offer more than they are willing / 
able to do. We really hope that many of 
you will come and join us. The plan is a 
staggered start with us all meeting up in 
the café afterwards at 11am. 
 

Our Felbrigg Park walks are sociable events and  
cater for all levels of birding ability so come and 
give us a try. Our route is dependent on the local 
bird and other wildlife recently reported or likely 
to be present on the day. We normally see 
around 40 bird species on an average walk and 
ĲƻĲŰШŸŰШƣőĲШћƽŸƖƚƣќШŸŉШĬċǃƚШůŸƖĲШƣőċŰШΟΜЮ 

 
 

Walk 1 | 9:00am to 11:00am | º 2+ miles  
A bit of a romp with Trevor Williams  
 

Walk 2 | 9:30am to 11:00am | º 1 mile 
Slow and steady with John Swallow 

 
 

 §Ш7§§uf ]ШÅEÄќ? | PARK & MEET: Main 
Felbrigg Hall car park т free for National Trust 

members | ACCESSIBILITY: footbaths, 
grassland, a bit of mud usually and can be 

uneven in places | FACILITIES: Café and loos at 
the Hall | CLUB BADGES: In area so all 
appropriate individual records count.  

 
15th Apr | 20th May | 17th Jun 

 

Please come and join us on the 3rd Wednesday of 
the month (except August), you would be most 

welcome! 
 
 

 

The Runtons  

A spring walk around the Runtons  

 

Saturday 1 8th  April  

9.00 am 1.00 pm   

Walk Leader: Trevor Williams  
 

By mid-April spring migration should be getting started. 
This walk, around the villages of East and West Runton, 

will explore a variety of coastal habitats and local migrant 
ћőŸƣШƚƓŸƣƚќЯШũŸŸťŔŰŊШŉŸƖШċШůŔǂШŸŉШũċƣĲШƽŔŰƣĲƖŔŰŊЯШƚƨůůĲƖШ

breeding and migrating bi rds. Depending on weather and 
the state of the tide this circular route will include some 
beach walking as well as mostly quiet country lanes.  At 
ƣőŔƚШƣŔůĲШŸŉШƣőĲШǃĲċƖШċŰǃƣőŔŰŊШĦŸƨũĬШƣƨƖŰШƨƓШĤƨƣШƽĲќũũШĤĲШ
particularly looking for Wheatear, wagtails, warblers, 
hirundines and displaying raptors. Suitable for all skill 

levels - beginners to experts welcome!  
   

PARK & MEET: Meet at the entrance to the Runton Road 
carpark in Cromer, between Blue Sky café and the toilet 

block. The Runton Road (cliff-top) car park in Cromer It is a 
North Norfolk District Council coastal site and fees apply| 

Grid reference: TG212424 | What3Words: seagulls.river.tilts | 
GIS: Easting 621226, Northing 342421 

DISTANCE: approx 4 miles  

ACCESSIBILITY: Paths are generally level but with some hill 
climbing / steep ramps involved. We will be walking on grass 

and gravel tracks, which may be uneven and bumpy in 
places. Paths could be damp or wet in places. Some beach 

walking involved. Sturdy footwear advisable and please come 
dressed for the seasonally changeable weather. 

FACILITIES: There is a café en route (run by long-time NENBC 
supporters Martin & Louise) which we may call in at, time 

permitting - also toilets available.  

CLUB BADGES: The walk is in the club area so records count 
towards relevant club badges. 

No prior booking is required for this walk  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZTfOVypDjH8


Page 17 

 

  

Birding for Beginners Programme 2026  

Three consecutive Wednesday evenings | 6:30pm to 9:30pm  

29th April | 6 th May | 13 th May | Gresham Village Hall  

After a couple of years of not running this course, Trevor and Carol are back on track again this year with a 
spring course. Cost to members is £10 total for the programme (£15 for non-members) towards hall hire. 

The basics of bird ID including : bird topography, feathers, moult, size, structure, colour, behaviour, sound 

Finding and seeing birds including:  field guides, optics, fieldcraft, where to watch, attracting birds to your garden 

Migration including:  reading the weather, bird movement, visible migration, vagrancy 

Taking your interest further including:  birding specialisms, the club website, new technology, an alumni story 

Please let Carol know as soon as you can if you are interested [Delia & Sam, Kala & Mike, Tam & Mary, 
David & Maureen, Wendy, Wynne, we have you down already]. 

Burnham Overy Staithe  Walk ð grazing marsh, sea, dunes and beach  

Sunday  19th  May  | 9 .30am to 1.00pm  

Walk Leader: Colin Blaxil l  
A walk during May along the Norfolk coast is always exciting, with resident and passage migratory birds likely 
to keep us entertained. Starting along the sea wall, we will look over grazing marsh and explore the dunes and 
walk to the beach, returning back through the dunes. We will be looking for waders, ducks, raptors and a range 
of passerines. The sandy beach, popular in summer, depending on the weather but should hold a range of gulls 

and possibly different waders.  The dunes on the south side are grass and scrub with Holkham Pines to the 
east end. We will try to enter the pines, if time allows.  

 §Ш ?é  9EШ7§§uf ]ШÅEÄÖfÅE?Ш҇Ш?EÑ fxÉШ§ ШìE7ÉfÑEШ  ?ШìfxxШ7EШf Ш EñÑШ~§ ÑcќÉШ EìxÉEÑÑEÅ 

The Big Sit | Saturday 9th May 

NENBCõs Annual Dawn to Dusk Static Bird Count  
cŸƽШůċŰǃШĤŔƖĬШƚƓĲĦŔĲƚШĦċŰШƽĲШƚĲĲШŉƖŸůШƣőĲШƚċůĲШƚƓŸƣШĬċƽŰШƣŸШĬƨƚťеШтШŢŸŔŰШƨƚ 
ƣŸШǯŰĬШŸƨƣг We very much hope you can come along to give us a bit of support and join in the general 
excitement of the day. For those of you new to it, there is a bit of general info in the box below but basically 
we hang about in the same spot watching, listening and taking note of what is about. It is always a fun day 
out with the chance to chat during the slower periods, engage with the passing public and with the added 
bonus (at Felbrigg at least) of an events shelter if the weather is a little inclement! You absoluteũǃШĬŸŰќƣШ
need to be a birding expert to take part and we would love to see you for all or some of the day. If you can 
make it down for dawn to either of the sites for the dawn chorus that would be great but if you just want to 
pop by at a more civilised hour then please do!  

[Ex7Åf]]ШÂ ÅuШƽŔƣőШÑƖĲƻŸƖШìŔũũŔċůƚШѼШƣőĲШŊċŰŊШ҇ 
?ċƽŰШыΡċůьШƣŸШ?ƨƚťШ҇Ш ĤŸƻĲШƣőĲШũċťĲШŸŰШћÑőĲШìċƖƖĲŰќ 
ƚŸШƽĲШőċƻĲШċШƻŔĲƽШŸŰƣŸШƣőĲШƽċƣĲƖЯШċĦƖŸƚƚШƣőĲШŊƖċƚƚũċŰĬЯ 
ċШĤŔƣШŸŉШƣőĲШƽċƣĲƖШůĲċĬŸƽШŔŰШƣőĲШƚĦŸƓĲƚШċŰĬШŸŉШĦŸƨƖƚĲ 
ƣőĲШƣƖĲĲƚШċŰĬШƚťǃЮШìĲШƽŔũũШċũƚŸШĤĲШƖƨŰŰŔŰŊШĤŸƣőШċШ 
ůŸƖŰŔŰŊШċŰĬШũƨŰĦőƣŔůĲШƽċũťШŸƨƣШŉƖŸůШŸƨƖШĦċůƓЮ 

7EEÉÑ§ Ш9§~~§ ШÂfxx7§ñШƽŔƣőШ[ƖċŰĦŔƚШ[ċƖƖŸƽШѼШ 
ƣőĲШŊċŰŊШ҇Ш?ċƽŰШыΡċůьШƨŰƣŔũШΝΟаΜΜШыƓŸƚƚŔĤũǃШũŸŰŊĲƖШŔŉШ 
ƓũĲŰƣǃШŸŉШĤŔƖĬƚШċŰĬШŔƣќƚШŰŸƣШƣŸŸШĦŸũĬгьШ҇Ш ƣШÂŔũũрĤŸǂШcŔũũЯ 
ƣŸƽċƖĬƚШƣőĲШƚŸƨƣőШŸŉШ7ĲĲƚƣŸŰШ9ŸůůŸŰШċƚШƨƚƨċũЮШ 
]ƖŔĬШƖĲŉаШÑ]ΝΣΠΞΠΜШоШìΟìаШĲĬŊǃЮǃŸƨƖƚĲũŉЮƽŸũƻĲƚ 

 ŸƣШċĤũĲШƣŸШůċťĲШŔƣеШìőǃШŰŸƣШőċƻĲШǃŸƨƖШŸƽŰШ7ŔŊШÉŔƣ 
ċƣШőŸůĲеШÑőĲШĲƻĲŰƣШĦŸŔŰĦŔĬĲƚШƽŔƣőШ]ũŸĤċũШ7ŔƖĬШ?ċǃ 
ѼШìŸƖũĬШ~ŔŊƖċƣŸƖǃШ7ŔƖĬШ?ċǃШċŰĬШƽĲШƽŔũũШůċťŔŰŊШċ 
ĬŸŰċƣŔŸŰШƣŸШċШƽŸƖƣőǃШĤŔƖĬŔŰŊШĦċƨƚĲШĤċƚĲĬШŸŰ 
ŰƨůĤĲƖШŸŉШƖĲĦŸƖĬƚШċĬĬĲĬШƣŸШŸƨƖШƽĲĤƚŔƣĲШĤǃ 
ůĲůĤĲƖƚШŸƻĲƖШƣőĲШƽĲĲťĲŰĬШƚŸШƓũĲċƚĲШŊĲƣШũŸŊŊŔŰŊг 
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By Alan Stevens 
 
§ƻĲƖШΡΜШůĲůĤĲƖƚШŢŸŔŰĲĬШŸƨƖШ~ċƖĦőШůĲĲƣŔŰŊШŉŸƖШƣőĲШƓĲŰƨũƣŔůċƣĲШƣċũťШŸŉШŸƨƖШ
ƽŔŰƣĲƖШƓƖŸŊƖċůůĲЮШìĲШŔŰƻŔƣĲĬШ?ƖĲƽШxǃŰĲƚƚШċũŸŰŊШƣŸШƣĲũũШƨƚШƚŸůĲƣőŔŰŊШŸŉШ
ÉƣƖƨůƓƚőċƽШ[ĲŰЯШƽőċƣШĦċŰШĤĲШŉŸƨŰĬШƣőĲƖĲШċŰĬШĲǂƓũċŔŰШƽőǃШŔƣШŔƚШƚŸШƚƓĲĦŔċũШƣŸШ
őŔůЮШ 

[ŸƖШƖĲċĬĲƖƚШƽőŸШĬŸШŰŸƣШťŰŸƽШőŔůЯШ?ƖĲƽШŔƚШĦƨƖƖĲŰƣũǃШƣőĲШ?ĲƻĲũŸƓůĲŰƣШċŰĬШ
EŰŊċŊĲůĲŰƣШ9ŸŸƖĬŔŰċƣŸƖШŉŸƖШEŰŊũċŰĬШċƣШƣőĲШ7ƖŔƣŔƚőШÑƖƨƚƣШŉŸƖШ§ƖŰŔƣőŸũŸŊǃШы7Ñ§ьЯШċШŉƖĲĲũċŰĦĲШŊƨŔĬĲШŉŸƖШ7ŔƖĬŔŰŊШ
EĦŸÑŸƨƖƚШċŰĬЯШƓĲƖőċƓƚШůŸƚƣШŔůƓŸƖƣċŰƣũǃШƣŸШőŔůЯШċШƓċƚƚŔŸŰċƣĲШƻŸũƨŰƣĲĲƖШċƣШőŔƚШŉċƻŸƨƖŔƣĲШŰċƣƨƖĲШƖĲƚĲƖƻĲЯШÅÉÂ7Ш
ÉƣƖƨůƓƚőċƽШ[ĲŰЯШƽőĲƖĲШőĲШũċƖŊĲũǃШŸƖŊċŰŔƚĲƚШċŰĬШũĲċĬƚШŊƨŔĬĲĬШƽċũťƚЮШ?ƖĲƽШŔƚШċШĬĲĬŔĦċƣĲĬШѣƓċƣĦőШĤŔƖĬĲƖѣЯШ
őċƻŔŰŊШƚƓĲŰƣШŸƻĲƖШċШĬĲĦċĬĲШƽċƣĦőŔŰŊШĤŔƖĬƚШċŰĬШŸƣőĲƖШŉċŰƣċƚƣŔĦШƽŔũĬũŔŉĲШċƣШÉƣƖƨůƓƚőċƽЯШůċťŔŰŊШŰĲƽШĬŔƚĦŸƻĲƖŔĲƚШ
ċƚШőĲШŊŸĲƚЮШcŔƚШƣċũťШĦĲũĲĤƖċƣĲĬШƣőŔƚШŉċŰƣċƚƣŔĦШƖĲƚĲƖƻĲЯШŰŸƽШŔŰƣŸШŔƣƚШΡΜƣőШǃĲċƖШƚŔŰĦĲШŔƣШƽċƚШŸƓĲŰĲĬШƣŸШƣőĲШƓƨĤũŔĦШ
ĤǃШƣőĲШÅÉÂ7ЯШƚőŸƽĦċƚŔŰŊШƣőĲШŔŰĦƖĲĬŔĤũĲЯШƚĦċƖĦĲШċŰĬШƚƨƖƓƖŔƚŔŰŊШƚƓĲĦŔĲƚШƣőċƣШĦċũũШƣőŔƚШƚƓĲĦŔċũШƓũċĦĲШőŸůĲЮ 

 

?ƖĲƽШƚƣċƖƣĲĬШőŔƚШƣċũťШƽŔƣőШċŰШŸƻĲƖƻŔĲƽШŸŉШÉƣƖƨůƓƚőċƽШċŰĬШůŸƚƣШŔůƓŸƖƣċŰƣũǃШŉŸƖШċШĤŔƖĬШĦũƨĤЯШċШĤŔƖĬЮШ[ŸƖШƣőŔƚШőĲШ
ƣŸŸťШƨƚШĤċĦťШƣŸШőŔƚШőŸůĲШƣƨƖŉШŸŉШxŔŰƚƣĲċĬШÉƓƖŔŰŊƚЯШ]ƖĲĲŰШÉċŰĬƓŔƓĲƖƚШċŰĬШƣőĲŔƖШůŔŊƖċƣŔŸŰШƣŸШĤƖĲĲĬШŔŰШ[ŔŰũċŰĬЯШ
ƚŸůĲШΝЯΤΜΜťůШĦŸƻĲƖĲĬШŔŰШŢƨƚƣШƣƽŸШĬċǃƚШċŰĬШƽőĲƖĲШŸŰĦĲШƣőĲШĦőŔĦťƚШċƖĲШőċƣĦőĲĬЯШƣőĲШŉĲůċũĲƚШőĲċĬШĤċĦťШŸŰШƣőĲШ
ƖĲƣƨƖŰШŢŸƨƖŰĲǃШũĲċƻŔŰŊШƣőĲůШŔŰШƣőĲШĦċƖĲШŸŉШƣőĲШůċũĲЮ 

ìĲШƣőĲŰШĦċůĲШƚƣƖċŔŊőƣШĤċĦťШƣŸШÉƣƖƨůƓƚőċƽШċŰĬШ?ƖĲƽШĲǂƓũċŔŰĲĬШŔƣƚШũŸĦċƣŔŸŰШŔŰШƣőĲШòċƖĲШéċũũĲǃШƽŔƣőШůŔǂĲĬШ
őċĤŔƣċƣШŸŉШċŰĦŔĲŰƣШƽŸŸĬũċŰĬЯШ ũĬĲƖШċŰĬШìŔũũŸƽШ9ċƖƖШċŰĬШƽĲƣШůĲċĬŸƽũċŰĬШċũũШŸŉШƽőŔĦőШыƣŸШĬċƣĲьШƚƨƓƓŸƖƣШΦΜШ
ƚƓĲĦŔĲƚШŸŉШĤƖĲĲĬŔŰŊШĤŔƖĬƚЯШŸƻĲƖШΠΜΜШůŸƣőƚЯШΟΜШĤƨƣƣĲƖǰŔĲƚЯШΞΝШĬƖċŊŸŰШċŰĬШĬċůƚĲũШǰŔĲƚШċŰĬШΡΡΜШƽŔũĬШǰŸƽĲƖƚШ
ŔŰĦũƨĬŔŰŊШΣШŸƖĦőŔĬƚЮ 

7ǃШƽċǃШŸŉШőŔƚƣŸƖǃЯШƽĲШũĲċƖŰƣШƣőċƣШƣőĲШÅÉÂ7ШƣŸŸťШŸƻĲƖШƣőĲШċƖĲċШŔŰШΝΦΤΡШċŰĬШőċĬШŸŰũǃШċШƚőŸƖƣШƣŔůĲШŉƖċůĲШƣŸШ
ĦŸůƓũĲƣĲШċƖƖċŰŊĲůĲŰƣƚЯШŔŰĦũƨĬŔŰŊШƣőĲШĦŸŰĬŔƣŔŸŰШƣőċƣШƣőĲƖĲШőċĬШƣŸШĤĲШċШƖĲƚŔĬĲŰƣШƽċƖĬĲŰЮШÑőĲƖĲШƽċƚŰќƣШċШƕƨĲƨĲШ
ŸŉШĦċŰĬŔĬċƣĲƚШŉŸƖШƣőĲШŢŸĤЯШĤƨƣШ~ŔťĲШ7ũċĦťĤƨƖŰШƽċƚШĬƖċŉƣĲĬШŔŰШŉƖŸůШxĲŔŊőƣŸŰШ~ŸƚƚЯШĦŸůƓũĲƣĲШƽŔƣőШőŔƚШĦċƖċƻċŰЯШƣŸШ
ƣċťĲШŸŰШƣőĲШŢŸĤЮШÑőĲШŸŰũǃШĤƨŔũĬŔŰŊƚШŸŰШƚŔƣĲШƽĲƖĲШċŰШƨŰůŸĬĲƖŰŔƚĲĬШĦŸƣƣċŊĲШċŰĬШĬŔũċƓŔĬċƣĲĬШĤŸċƣőŸƨƚĲШƽőŔĦőШ
őċƻĲШŰŸƽШĤĲĲŰШƖĲƓƨƖƓŸƚĲĬШŔŰƣŸШċĦĦŸůůŸĬċƣŔŸŰШċŰĬШƣőĲШƻŔƚŔƣŸƖШĦĲŰƣƖĲЮ 

ƣШƣőŔƚШƣŔůĲШƣőĲШƖĲĲĬШĤĲĬƚШƽĲƖĲШƣŔĬċũШċŰĬШŔŰШċШĬĲŊƖċĬĲĬШĦŸŰĬŔƣŔŸŰШĬƨĲШƣŸШĲƨƣƖŸƓőŔĦċƣŔŸŰШƖĲƚƨũƣŔŰŊШŉƖŸůШƚĲƽċŊĲШ
ĬŔƚĦőċƖŊĲШċŰĬШũĲċĬŔŰŊШƣŸШċŰШŔŰŉĲƚƣċƣŔŸŰШŸŉШ]ƖĲċƣШcċŔƖǃШìŔũũŸƽőĲƖĤШċŰĬШ9ċŰċƖǃШ]ƖċƚƚЮШÑőĲШƓƖŸƻŔƚŔŸŰШŸŉШċШĬċůШ
őĲũƓĲĬШċũũĲƻŔċƣĲШƣőŔƚШƓƖŸĤũĲůЯШĤƨƣШŰŸƣШƽŔƣőŸƨƣШĦƖĲċƣŔŰŊШċŰŸƣőĲƖШƓƖŸĤũĲůШċƚШƣőĲШĬċůШƓƖĲƻĲŰƣĲĬШƣőĲШũŸĦċũШƓŸũŔĦĲШ
ƓċƣƖŸũШĤŸċƣШŊĲƣƣŔŰŊШƣŸШƣőĲШƖŔƻĲƖг 

ШƚũŔĬĲШŸŉШċШÉƣċƖũŔŰŊШůƨƖůƨƖċƣŔŸŰШũĲĬШƣŸШċŰШƨŰĲǂƓĲĦƣĲĬШƣƽŔƚƣШŔŰШƣőċƣШƣőĲǃШőċƻĲШċũũШĤƨƣШĬŔƚċƓƓĲċƖĲĬШŸŰШƣőĲШ[ĲŰШ
ĤĲĦċƨƚĲШŸŉШƣőĲШƚƨĦĦĲƚƚШŸŉШ7ŔƣƣĲƖŰƚШƽőŔĦőШƽĲƖĲШĲċƣŔŰŊШƣőĲůШƽőŔũĲШƖŸŸƚƣŔŰŊгШ7ŔƣƣĲƖŰƚШċƖĲШċШƚƨĦĦĲƚƚШƚƣŸƖǃШŉŸƖШ

Last Monthõs Evening Talk with Drew Lyness  

òScarcities & Swallowtails: 50 Years of Strumpshaw Fen ó 

All photos courtesy of Drew Lyness   
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ÉƣƖƨůƓƚőċƽШċƚШċƖĲШ~ċƖƚőШcċƖƖŔĲƖƚЯШŰŸƣШŉŸƖŊĲƣƣŔŰŊШƣőĲǃШőċĬШĤĲĲŰШ
ƖĲĬƨĦĲĬШƣŸШċШƚŔŰŊũĲШƓċŔƖШĤШΝΦΠΜЮШΣШŸƖШΤШŰĲƚƣƚШŰŸƽШƖĲĦŸƖĬĲĬШċƣШ
ÉƣƖƨůƓƚőċƽШĲċĦőШǃĲċƖШƽŔƣőШƨƓШƣŸШΡΜШŔŰШƽŔŰƣĲƖШƖŸŸƚƣƚЮШcĲŰШ
cċƖƖŔĲƖƚШċũƚŸШƓƨƣШŔŰШċŰШċƓƓĲċƖċŰĦĲЮ 

?ƖĲƽќƚШƣċũťШƣőĲŰШĦŸŰƣŔŰƨĲĬШƽŔƣőШċШũŸŸťШċƣШƚŸůĲШůŸƖĲШŸŉШƣőĲШ
ĤŔƖĬƚШċƚƚŸĦŔċƣĲĬШƽŔƣőШƣőĲШƖĲƚĲƖƻĲЮШìċǂƽŔŰŊƚШƻŔƚŔƣШŔŰШƣőĲШƽŔŰƣĲƖШ
ƽőĲŰШ9ŸůůŸŰШÉŰŔƓĲШċƖĲШĲƻĲƖǃƽőĲƖĲЯШċŰĬШsċĦťШÉŰŔƓĲШċƖĲШƣŸШĤĲШ
ŉŸƨŰĬЮШ ƖŸƨŰĬШΡΜШƣŸШΝΜΜШìċƣĲƖШÂŔƓŔƣƚШċƖĲШƣőŸƨŊőƣШƣŸШŸƻĲƖƽŔŰƣĲƖШ
ŔŰШƣőĲШÖuШċŰĬШƣőŔƚШǃĲċƖШÉƣƖƨůƓƚőċƽШƽċƚШőŸƚƣШƣŸШĦΞΡШċŰĬШċŰШ
ŔŰƣĲƖĲƚƣŔŰŊШůċƓШŸŉШƣőĲŔƖШĬŔƚƓĲƖƚċũШŉƖŸůШƣőĲŔƖШċũƓŔŰĲШĤƖĲĲĬŔŰŊШ
ŊƖŸƨŰĬШŔũũƨƚƣƖċƣĲĬШőŸƽШƽŔĬĲƚƓƖĲċĬШƣőĲǃШċƖĲШĬƨƖŔŰŊШƣőĲШƽŔŰƣĲƖЮШ
7ĲƽŔĦťШÉƽċŰƚШƣċťĲШċĬƻċŰƣċŊĲШŸŉШƣőĲШƻċũũĲǃШŸŰШůŔŊƖċƣŔŸŰШŔŰШ
ũċƣĲШċƨƣƨůŰШċŰĬШ?ƖĲƽШƽċƚШƖĲċũũǃШƓũĲċƚĲĬШƣŸШƣŔĦťШċШÉůĲƽШŔŰШ
ΞΜΞΡЮШ ŰШŔŰƣĲƖĲƚƣŔŰŊШũŔƣƣũĲШƚƣŸƖǃШĦċůĲШŸƨƣШŸŉШƣőŔƚШŉƖŸůШċШƚŸĦŔċũШ
ůĲĬŔċШƓŸƚƣШƽőŔĦőШƚƨŊŊĲƚƣĲĬШƣőĲШƚċůĲШĤŔƖĬШőċĬШĤĲĲŰШƚĲĲŰШ
ŸŰШƣőĲШ[ũĲůŔƚőШĦŸċƚƣШċШĦŸƨƓũĲШŸŉШĬċǃƚШĲċƖũŔĲƖШċŰĬШŔĬĲŰƣŔǯĲĬШ
ĤǃШċШĦũŸƚĲШũŸŸťШċƣШŔƣƚШƓũƨůċŊĲЮ 

§ƨƖШƚƓĲċťĲƖШƣőĲŰШƣŸŸťШƨƚШŸƻĲƖШƣŸШ7ƨĦťĲŰőċůШ[ĲŰШċĦƕƨŔƖĲĬШ
ĤǃШƣőĲШÅÉÂ7ШŔŰШΝΦΦΜШƣŸШőċƻĲШċШũŸŸťШċƣШƣőĲШŉŸƖƣƨŰĲƚШŸŉШƣőĲШ
ƽŔŰƣĲƖŔŰŊШŊĲĲƚĲШƣőĲƖĲЮШ§ŰĦĲШƣőĲШƚƣƖŸŰŊőŸũĬШŸŉШƣőĲШÖuќƚШ
ƓŸƓƨũċƣŔŸŰШŸŉШÑċŔŊċШ7ĲċŰШ]ĲĲƚĲЯШŔŰШƣőĲШΝΦΦΜќƚШƣőĲǃШ
ŸƨƣŰƨůĤĲƖĲĬШÂŔŰťр[ŸŸƣĲĬШ]ĲĲƚĲЯШĤƨƣШƚŔŰĦĲШƽőĲŰШƣőĲŔƖШ

ŰƨůĤĲƖƚШĬĲĦũŔŰĲĬШƣŸШΞШŔŰШΞΜΞΟШƚŔŰĦĲШƽőĲŰШƣőĲǃШőċƻĲШĤĲĲŰШċĤƚĲŰƣЮШ§ŰШƣőĲШ
ƨƓƚŔĬĲШĤĲƣƽĲĲŰШΝΜШċŰĬШΞΜЯΜΜΜШÂŔŰťШŉŸŸƣШĦċŰШĤĲШƓƖĲƚĲŰƣШƣŸŊĲƣőĲƖШƽŔƣőШċШƖĲŊƨũċƖШΡӖШŸŉШìŔŊĲŸŰШċŰĬШƓĲƖőċƓƚШΞΜӖШ
ŸŉШƣőĲШÖuќƚШìőŔƣĲр[ƖŸŰƣĲĬШ]ĲĲƚĲШƓŸƓƨũċƣŔŸŰƚЮ 

ÑőĲŰЯШĤċĦťШƣŸШÉƣƖƨůƓƚőċƽЯШċŰĬШ?ƖĲƽШƣŸŸťШċШũŸŸťШċƣШ]ċƖŊċŰĲǃШċŰĬШ]ƖĲĲŰШìŔŰŊĲĬШÑĲċũШf?ШĤĲŉŸƖĲШƣƨƖŰŔŰŊШƣŸШxŔƣƣũĲШ
]ƨũũƚШĬƖŸƓƓŔŰŊШŔŰƣŸШƣőĲШŉĲŰШŔŰШƖċŔŰƚƣŸƖůƚЯШƣőĲШŔŰĦƖĲċƚŔŰŊШŰƨůĤĲƖШŸŉШÉƓŸŸŰĤŔũũƚШċŰĬШÉƽċũũŸƽƚШċŰĬШÉċŰĬШ~ċƖƣŔŰƚШ
ƖŸŸƚƣŔŰŊШŔŰШƣőĲШƖĲĲĬШĤĲĬƚЮШ ШĤƖŔĲŉШƻŔƚŔƣШƣŸШƣőĲШŉŸƖƣƨŰĲƚШŸŉШƣőĲШ9ƨĦťŸŸƚШċŰĬШ7ƨũũǯŰĦőĲƚШƚőŸƽĲĬШċŰĬШĬŸƽŰƚŔĬĲШ
ƽőĲƖĲċƚШƣőĲШ[ŔƖĲĦƖĲƚƣЯШċƚШĲũƚĲƽőĲƖĲЯШċƓƓĲċƖƚШƣŸШĤĲШŸŰШƨƓЮШ?ƖĲƽШƖĲůŔŰĬĲĬШƨƚШƣőċƣШƽőŔũĲШĬċƽŰШŔƚШƖĲŊċƖĬĲĬШċƚШ
ƣőĲШĤĲƚƣШƣŔůĲШƣŸШŊŸШĤŔƖĬŔŰŊЯШĬƨƚťШŔƚШƨŰĬĲƖШƖċƣĲĬШŔũũƨƚƣƖċƣŔŰŊШƣőŔƚШƽŔƣőШÉĲĬŊĲШìċƖĤũĲƖƚШƽőĲŰШŸŰШΞΞŰĬШƓƖŔũШΞΜΞΞШ
ΝΜΜШƽĲƖĲШƚŔŰŊŔŰŊШŔŰШƣőĲШĲƻĲŰŔŰŊШƽőĲƖĲċƚШĤǃШĬċƽŰШƣőŔƚШŰƨůĤĲƖШƽċƚШƖĲĬƨĦĲĬШĤǃШƣƽŸШƣőŔƖĬƚЮШ ШƕƨŔĦťШůĲŰƣŔŸŰШŸŉШ
ÉċƻŔќƚШìċƖĤũĲƖƚШƽċƚШŉŸũũŸƽĲĬШĤǃШĬƖċƽŔŰŊШƣőĲШǯƖƚƣШőċũŉШŸŉШőŔƚШƣċũťШƣŸШċШĦũŸƚĲШƽŔƣőШċŰШƨƓĬċƣĲШŸŰШ9ŸůůŸŰШ9ƖċŰĲƚШ
ŉŸƖШƽőŔĦőШƣőĲƖĲШċƖĲШŸŰŊŸŔŰŊШĲǭŸƖƣƚШƣŸШċƣƣƖċĦƣШƣőĲůШƣŸШƣőĲШ[ĲŰЮШ ĤƚĲŰƣШŉŸƖШΝΜΜШǃĲċƖƚШċШƓċŔƖШƓƖŸĬƨĦĲĬШċШƚŔŰŊũĲШ
ĦőŔĦťШŔŰШΞΜΞΟЯШƽőŔĦőШƽċƚШťŔũũĲĬШĤǃШċШĬŸŊЮШÑőĲШŉŸũũŸƽŔŰŊШƣƽŸШǃĲċƖƚШċũƚŸШƓƖŸĬƨĦĲĬШŸŰĲШŸǭƚƓƖŔŰŊШċŰĬШƨƓШƣŸШƣőƖĲĲШ
ƓċŔƖƚШőċƻĲШĤĲĲŰШƚőŸƽŔŰŊШŔŰƣĲƖĲƚƣЮ 

ÅĲŉƖĲƚőůĲŰƣƚШƣċťĲŰЯШĤŸŸťƚШĤŸƨŊőƣШċŰĬШ
ĦċƣĦőрƨƓШĦőċƣƚШċůŸŰŊШůĲůĤĲƖƚШ
ĦŸůƓũĲƣĲĬЯШ?ƖĲƽШƖĲƣƨƖŰĲĬШƣŸШƣőĲШ[ĲŰШċŰĬШ
ƣőĲШƚƣċƖШŸŉШƣőĲШƚőŸƽЯШƣőĲШÉƽċũũŸƽƣċŔũШ
7ƨƣƣĲƖǰǃШŉŸƖШƽőŔĦőШőĲШőċƚШċШƓċƚƚŔŸŰЮШÑőĲШ
ĤƖŔƣċŰŰŔĦƨƚШÉƽċũũŸƽƣċŔũƚШċƖĲШŉŸƨŰĬШŸŰũǃШŔŰШ
ƣőĲШ ŸƖŉŸũťШ7ƖŸċĬƚШċŰĬШÉƣƖƨůƓƚőċƽШŔƚШƣőĲШ
ƚƣƖŸŰŊőŸũĬЮШÑőĲǃШŸƻĲƖШƽŔŰƣĲƖШċƚШċШĦőƖǃƚċũŔƚШ
ĲůĲƖŊŔŰŊШŔŰШ~ċǃШċŰĬШsƨŰĲЯШċŰĬШŉĲĲĬШċũůŸƚƣШ
ĲǂĦũƨƚŔƻĲũǃШŸŰШ~ŔũťШÂċƖƚũĲǃЯШƽőŔĦőШŔƚШƻŔƣċũШƣŸШ
ƣőĲŔƖШƚƨĦĦĲƚƚЮШÑőĲШŊƖĲĲŰШĦċƣĲƖƓŔũũċƖƚШőċƻĲШċШ
ĬĲŉĲŰƚŔƻĲШƚǃƚƣĲůШƽőŔĦőШĲǂĦƖĲƣĲƚШċШǰƨŔĬШ
ƣőċƣШƚůĲũũƚШŸŉШƖŸƣƣĲŰШƓŔŰĲċƓƓũĲШċŰĬШƣőĲǃШ
ƓƨƓċƣĲШŔŰШ ƨŊƨƚƣЮШÑőĲƖĲШŔƚШċШƚƨĦĦĲƚƚШƚƣŸƖǃШ
ƽŔƣőШƣőĲƚĲШĤĲċƨƣŔŉƨũШĤƨƣƣĲƖǰŔĲƚШŔŰШƣőċƣШŔŰШ
ΝΦΤΡШŸŰũǃШƣőƖĲĲШċĬƨũƣƚШƽĲƖĲШƚĲĲŰШċŰĬШŰŸƽШ
ƣőĲШƖĲĦŸƖĬШƚƣċŰĬƚШċƣШΠΡШŔŰШŸŰĲШĬċǃШőĲũƓĲĬШĤǃШƣőĲШĲǂƓċŰƚŔŸŰШŸŉШ~ŔũťШÂċƖƚĲǃЮШÉƣŔũũШŸŰШċШƣĲŰƨŸƨƚШƣőƖĲċĬЯШ
ŰŸŰĲƣőĲũĲƚƚШƣőĲШÉƽċũũŸƽƣċŔũШŔƚШőċŰŊŔŰŊШŸŰЮ  
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ũůŸƚƣШĲƻĲƖǃШƣċũťШƽĲШőċƻĲШŰŸƽЯШċƣШƚŸůĲШƓŸŔŰƣЯШůƨƚƣШƖĲŉĲƖШ
ƣŸШĦũŔůċƣĲШĦőċŰŊĲШċŰĬШƣőĲШĦőċũũĲŰŊĲƚШŔƣШĤƖŔŰŊƚШƣŸШĤŸƣőШ
őċĤŔƣċƣШċŰĬШƚƓĲĦŔĲƚЮШ ƚШŉċƖШċƚШÉƣƖƨůƓƚőċƽШŔƚШĦŸŰĦĲƖŰĲĬШŔƣШ
őċƚШĤŸƨŊőƣШŔŰĦƖĲċƚĲĬШŉƖĲƕƨĲŰĦǃЯШċŰĬШƣŸШċШőŔŊőĲƖШũĲƻĲũЯШŸŉШ
ǰŸŸĬŔŰŊШċƚШƚĲƻĲƖĲШƚƣŸƖůƚШƖċŔƚĲШƖŔƻĲƖШũĲƻĲũƚШǰŸŸĬШőċĤŔƣċƣЯШ
ĬĲƚƣƖŸǃШŔŰŉƖċƚƣƖƨĦƣƨƖĲШċŰĬШƽŔƣőШƣőĲШòċƖĲШĤĲŔŰŊШƚũŔŊőƣũǃШ
ƚċũŔŰĲШŉĲŰШƓũċŰƣƚШĦċŰШƓĲƖŔƚőЮШÑőŔƚШũċƚƣШĲƻĲŰƣШŔƚШĲǂċĦĲƖĤċƣĲĬШ
ĤǃШůŸƖĲШŉƖĲƕƨĲŰƣШƚƣŸƖůШƚƨƖŊĲƚЮШ[ŔŉƣĲĲŰШǃĲċƖƚШċŊŸШƣőĲƖĲШ
ƽĲƖĲШƣőƖĲĲШĲƻĲŰƣƚШŸŉШƣőŔƚШŰċƣƨƖĲШƓĲƖШċŰŰƨůШċŰĬШŰŸƽШƣőĲǃШ
ƓĲċťШċƣШΠΜШƓũƨƚЮ 

§ŰШċШĤƖŔŊőƣĲƖШŰŸƣĲШŸƨƖШƚƓĲċťĲƖШƖċŰШƣőƖŸƨŊőШċШƚőŸƽШĦċƚĲШŸŉШ
ƣőĲШƽŔũĬũŔŉĲШċƣШÉƣƖƨůƓƚőċƽШŔŰĦũƨĬŔŰŊШcƨůůŔŰŊĤŔƖĬШ~ŸƣőƚЯШ
uŔŰŊǯƚőĲƖƚШċŰĬШ§ƣƣĲƖƚЮШ9őŔŰĲƚĲШìċƣĲƖШ?ĲĲƖШƽőŔĦőЯШƽőŔũĲШ
ċƣƣƖċĦƣŔƻĲШůċůůċũƚЯШċƖĲШċũƚŸШċШĦċƨƚĲШŉŸƖШĦŸŰĦĲƖŰШĬƨĲШƣŸШ
ƣőĲŔƖШŰƨůĤĲƖƚШыƣőĲǃШĦċŰШƓƖŸĬƨĦĲШΟШũŔƣƣĲƖƚШƓĲƖШċŰŰƨůШŸŉШƨƓШ
ƣŸШΡШŉċƽŰƚгьШċŰĬШƣőĲШòċƖĲШéċũũĲǃШőċƚШƓĲƖőċƓƚШƣőĲШőŔŊőĲƚƣШ
ĬĲŰƚŔƣǃШŸŉШƓŸƓƨũċƣŔŸŰШŔŰШƣőĲШƽŸƖũĬШŉŸũũŸƽŔŰŊШĲƚĦċƓĲĲƚШŉƖŸůШ
ìőŔƓƚŰċĬĲШüŸŸШŔŰШΝΦΞΜЮШÑőĲШƽőŔƖũƽŔŰĬШƣŸƨƖШĦŸŰƣŔŰƨĲĬШƽŔƣőШ
]ƖċƚƚШÉŰċťĲƚШыƣőĲƖĲШċƖĲШŰŸШ ĬĬĲƖƚШŸŰШƣőĲШ[ĲŰьЯШìċƣĲƖШ
éŸũĲƚЯШÉũŸƽШìŸƖůƚЯШìőŔƣĲШ ĬůŔƖċũШċŰĬШÂƨƖƓũĲШEůƓĲƖŸƖШ
7ƨƣƣĲƖǰŔĲƚЯШ9ũĲċƖƽŔŰŊШ~ŸƣőƚШċŰĬШċũũĲŊĲĬũǃШőƨŊĲШ[ĲŰШÅċŉƣШ
ÉƓŔĬĲƖƚШĤĲŉŸƖĲШƖĲƣƨƖŰŔŰŊШƣŸШƣőĲШĤŔƖĬƚЮШÉƓŸƣƣĲĬШ[ũǃĦċƣĦőĲƖЯШ
ƽőĲƖĲШƣőĲШƖĲĦŸƖĬШŔŰШƣőĲШ[ĲŰШůŔƖƖŸƖƚШƣőċƣШĲũƚĲƽőĲƖĲШŸŉШċШ
ĦŸũũċƓƚĲШŔŰШƓŸƓƨũċƣŔŸŰЯШcŸŰĲǃШ7ƨǍǍċƖĬƚЯШŰŸƽШƖĲŊƨũċƖũǃШƚĲĲŰЯШÉƓŸƣƣĲĬШ9ƖċťĲЯШ7ĲċƖĬĲĬШÑŔƣƚЯШċŰĬШ§ƚƓƖĲǃЮ  
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ÑŸШĦŸŰĦũƨĬĲЯШ?ƖĲƽШƣƨƖŰĲĬШƣŸƽċƖĬƚШƣőĲШŉƨƣƨƖĲШċŰĬШƽőċƣШƣőĲШ[ĲŰШůċǃШũŸŸťШũŔťĲШŔŰШƣőĲШǃĲċƖƚШċőĲċĬШċŰĬЯШƣċťŔŰŊШ
ĤŔƖĬƚШċШƖĲŉĲƖĲŰĦĲЯШƽŔũũШƣőĲƖĲШĤĲШůŸƖĲШ]ƖĲċƣШìőŔƣĲШEŊƖĲƣЯШ ŔŊőƣШcĲƖŸŰƚЯШ]ũŸƚƚǃШfĤŔƚШ7ũċĦťрƽŔŰŊĲĬШÉƣŔũƣЯШ9ċƚƓŔċŰШ
ÑĲƖŰЯШÂĲŰĬƨũŔŰĲШÑŔƣШŸƖШìőŔƣĲрƚƓŸƣƣĲĬШ7ũƨĲƣőƖŸċƣШċƚШĦũŔůċƣĲШĦőċŰŊĲШůŸƻĲƚШƓŸƓƨũċƣŔŸŰƚеШÑŸШƖŸƨŰĬШŸǭШ?ƖĲƽШ
ĤŸƨŊőƣШƣőĲШƚƣŸƖǃШŸŉШőŔƚШĬŔƚĦŸƻĲƖǃШŸŉШċШŰĲƚƣŔŰŊШƓċŔƖШŸŉШxŸŰŊрĲċƖĲĬШ§ƽũШŔŰШΞΜΞΞЯШƣőĲШǯƖƚƣШŉŸƖШΝΜШǃĲċƖƚШŔŰШƣőĲШéċũũĲǃШтШ
ƽőċƣШċƽċǃШƣŸШƚŔŊŰШŸǭг  

?ƖĲƽШŊċƻĲШƨƚШċШŊƖĲċƣШĲƻĲŰŔŰŊЯШċŰĬШƽĲШƣőċŰťШőŔůШŉŸƖШőŔƚШƣŔůĲЯШƚőċƖŔŰŊШőŔƚШĲǂƓĲƖƣŔƚĲЯШĲŰƣőƨƚŔċƚůШċŰĬШƣőŸƨŊőƣƚШ
ƣŸŊĲƣőĲƖШƽŔƣőШőŔƚШũŸƻĲШŸŉШÉƣƖƨůƓƚőċƽШ[ĲŰШċŰĬШċШŉĲƽШũċƨŊőƚШċũŸŰŊШƣőĲШƽċǃЮШfШċůШƚƨƖĲШƣőĲƖĲШƽŔũũШĤĲШċŰШƨƓũŔŉƣШŔŰШƣőĲШ
ŰƨůĤĲƖШŸŉШĦũƨĤШůĲůĤĲƖƚШƓċǃŔŰŊШċШƻŔƚŔƣШƣŸШƣőŔƚШƽŸŰĬĲƖŉƨũШƖĲƚĲƖƻĲЮШcĲШƚċŔĬШőĲШƽŔũũШĤĲШőċƓƓǃШƣŸШƖĲƣƨƖŰШċƚШőĲШőċƚШ
ũŸƣƚШŸŉШŸƣőĲƖƚШƣċũťƚШƚŸШƽĲШƽŔũũШƣƖǃШċŰĬШċƖƖċŰŊĲШƣőċƣШċƣШƚŸůĲШƣŔůĲШŔŰШƣőĲШŉƨƣƨƖĲЮ 

 

 

 

 

  

Apologies to those who tried to join by Zoom. There was no internet in the hall and despite my best 
ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ Ƙŀƭƭ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻƴŜΣ L Ƨǳǎǘ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƛǘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪΦ IƻǇŜŦǳƭƭȅ 
you all got my email explaining the situation a little after start time ς sent from the car park where I 
managed to get mobile data (apologies for any typos ς ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŘŀǊƪΗύΦ ²ƛǘƘ 5ǊŜǿΩǎ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΣ L ǘƻƻƪ 
ŀƴ ŀǳŘƛƻ ǊŜŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǘŀƭƪ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ȅŜǘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀ ƭƛƴƪ ǘƘŜƴ L ŀƳ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǎǇƭƛŎƛƴƎ 
it together with the presentation slides Χ ōŜŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜ ŀǎ L ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ƻǇǘƛƳƛǎǘƛŎ L Ŏŀƴ ǎƻǊǘ ƛǘΗ Carol 
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ìőċƣШċШƚƨĦĦĲƚƚгШ§ƨƖШĬŸƨĤũĲШƽċũťШċƣШ[ĲũĤƖŔŊŊШÂċƖťШũċƚƣШůŸŰƣőШƓƖŸƻĲĬШċШƖĲċũШőŔƣгШfŰШċĬĬŔƣŔŸŰШƣŸШŸƨƖШƨƚƨċũШΞШ
őŸƨƖШƖŸůƓШƽŔƣőШÑƖĲƻŸƖЯШƽĲШċũƚŸШőċĬШċШƚĲĦŸŰĬШƚőŸƖƣĲƖШċŰĬШƚũŸƽĲƖШΝШőŸƨƖШƽċũťШƽŔƣőШ ŔĦťШŉŸƖШƣőŸƚĲШƽőŸШǯŰĬШ
ŸƨƖШŰŸƖůċũШŸǭĲƖШůŸƖĲШƣőċŰШƣőĲǃШŉċŰĦǃЮШÑőĲШƚƣċŊŊĲƖĲĬШƚƣċƖƣШċũũŸƽĲĬШƨƚШƣŸШċũũШůĲĲƣШƨƓШŔŰШƣőĲШĦċŉĳШ
ċŉƣĲƖƽċƖĬƚЮШÑőĲШƓŔĦШċĤŸƻĲШƽċƚШƽőĲŰШƣőĲШŉƖŸŰƣШƚĲĦƣŔŸŰШŸŉШƣőĲШũŸŰŊрƽċũťĲƖƚШůĲƣШƨƓШƽŔƣőШƣőĲШƚőŸƖƣрƽċũťĲƖƚШ
ċƣШƣőĲШĲŰĬЮШìĲШċƖĲШůŔƚƚŔŰŊШċШŉĲƽШċƚШƣőĲШũŸŰŊрƽċũťШƚƣƖċŊŊũĲƖƚШƽĲƖĲШƚŸůĲШƽċǃШĤċĦťШċŰĬШĤǃШƣőĲШƣŔůĲШƽĲШ
ĦċƨŊőƣШƨƓШƣőĲШƚőŸƖƣрƽċũťĲƖƚШőċĬШƖƨŰШŸǭШыǃĲƚШũŔƣĲƖċũũǃгьШƣŸШƣőĲШĦċŉĳШĦũŸƚĲũǃШŉŸũũŸƽĲĬШĤǃШƣőĲШŸƣőĲƖƚШƽőĲŰШ
ƣőĲǃШċũũШƖĲċũŔƚĲĬШƽőċƣШƣőĲШũĲŰŊƣőШŸŉШƣőĲШƕƨĲƨĲШŉŸƖШƖĲŉƖĲƚőůĲŰƣƚШƽŸƨũĬШĤĲШũŔťĲгШcĲƖĲќƚШċШŉĲƽШĦŸůůĲŰƣƚШ
ŉƖŸůШƓċƖƣŔĦŔƓċŰƣƚШвЮЮ 
 

 òI really enjoyed our walk yesterday, many thanks to Nick for leading it at a nice manageable 
pace. I was surprised by how many birds we saw in that short distance.ó 

 òEveryone was pleased with the opportunity of a slower birdwatch and a social get together with 
other members.ó 

 òSuited me fine !!! Thank you so much for arranging it.ó 

 òI was so pleased that a nice size group of people turned up yesterday.ó 

 
Off to the horizon and beyond | by Dave Billham 
 

It had to happen one day; after years of not getting to 
fifty species on a monthly club Felbrigg walk, we finally 
did it ς and some extras! The fifty total used to regularly 
feature in the earlier years of the walk, but had not 
been achieved since (almost unbelievably) May 2019. 
Whilst this number of species can be found around 
Felbrigg Park on practically any day, if you are willing to 
put the time in, doing it within the two hour duration of 
the walk has got progressively harder. However, 
achieving this total was not all we managed on the 
morning; we had our highest number of members 
turning up, definitely for a long time, and possibly the 
ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǘƻǘŀƭ ŜǾŜǊΤ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ΨŘƻǳōƭŜ ǿŀƭƪΩΣ ŀ 
new innovation. And there was even more ς we took a 

new route, never before trod on a Wednesday walk. On 
top of all that, it was a sunny, DRY morning ς what more 
could you want! 

The first group were meeting at the usual time of 9am 
for the usual two hour walk, but this time we had a 
second group meeting at 10am for a gentler, one hour 
walk. If all went to plan, both groups would finish back 
at the house at 11am for a joint summing up of the 
morning, followed by coffee and buns. Nick Kimber was 
to lead this maiden 10am outing, with Trevor heading 
up the earlier one. As I was on the first walk, I will have 
to leave Nick to write up his one! 

Having arrived a little earlier, Trevor, Carol and myself 
watched in amazement as more and more club 
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members arrived, resulting in a grand total of twenty-
eight, a fantastic turnout. This number included Maisie, 
a student from UEA, who is working with the club 
looking at the use of technology in birding, with an 
emphasis on the Merlin birdsong recognition and bird ID 
app. She was hoping to get information and feedback 
from us by chatting to members during the walk, 
something she achieved in greater numbers than she 
was expecting! 

The car park list, put together as we waited to start, 
consisted of Rook, Carrion Crow, Jackdaw, 
Woodpigeon, Feral Pigeon and Magpie, whilst we were 
serenaded by Robin, Blue Tit, Goldfinch and Blackbird. 
Overhead we saw Herring Gull and a very nice Red Kite, 
whilst a single Common Buzzard was sat in a dead tree 
in the adjacent field. The route we were to take was an 
arc around the southern extremities of the park, mainly 
through small areas of woodland, which on the National 
¢ǊǳǎǘΩǎ ƳŀǇ ƻŦ CŜƭōǊƛƎƎ ŀǊŜ ƴŀƳŜŘ ¢ƘŜ .ŜƭǘΣ aŜǘǘƻƴ 
Carrs and Common Plantation. Just as we were about to 
set off, Trevor called a pair of Shelduck flying over us, 
heading determinedly south; also, a new addition to the 
walk list ς a great start to the morning. 

The route initially took us across the fields towards the 
entrance to the park; here the next addition to the list 
was a Wren, heard singing from scrub as we crossed the 
bridleway. Reaching the start of the trees we found a 
small, mobile flock of Redwing up in the treetops; a bit 
of patient watching gave a total of 16 individuals. As we 
neared a manure heap in the adjacent field I glimpsed a 
wagtail, which promptly hopped behind the heap; this 
turned out to be a Grey Wagtail, looking resplendent in 
fresh summer plumage. A singing Song Thrush and a 
calling Pheasant were next found, then, as we crossed 
an area of open ground, on the edge of a nearby crop 
we saw a pair of Red-legged Partridge, a species last 
noted in May 2025.  

 

Entering back into a wooded area, a Great Tit was seen, 
feeding alongside a small flock of Long-tailed Tit. A 
Great Spotted Woodpecker could be heard drumming, 

and for the first time this year we came across 
Chiffchaff, a single bird constantly calling. We spent a 
bit of time looking for it in the treetops, as many of the 
group, though familiar with the call, were not so certain 
of its appearance. Fortunately, it did oblige us by 
spending a bit of time fully in view on the edge of its 
favoured tree. However, it was knocked into second 
ǇƭŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ΨǾƛŜǿŀōƛƭƛǘȅΩ ōȅ ŀ Robin, whose territory was 
on the track we were following, and who carried on 
singing as we stood right in front of him, literally a foot 
or two away ς he was not going to give way! Another 
singer, this time a Skylark, was next on the list, and the 
calls of a pair of Nuthatch alerted us to this smashing 
bird, which again gave us good views.  

Coming out of the woods onto the bridleway, we spied 
another Red Kite overhead, along with a single Common 
Gull, a reminder of the large number of this species that 
had been present on the PŀǊƪΩǎ ŦƛŜƭŘǎ ŀƭƭ ǿƛƴǘŜǊΦ ²Ŝ 
were now walking alongside a tall hedge, and inside it 
could be seen definite movement; however, it was too 
thick to see what. Alan volunteered to walk in the field 
on the opposite side of the hedge to see what might be 
flushed out as our group passed; a very nice 
Yellowhammer turned out to be the answer. This 
species was last noted in roughly the same area in April 
2025, the only sighting of it that year. A large cloud of 




















































