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By John Swallow 
 

You may have noticed on our website the following: 

љÑőĲШÖuШƓŸƓƨũċƣŔŸŰШŸŉШÑƨƖƣũĲШ?ŸƻĲƚШőċƚШĬƖċƚƣŔĦċũũǃШ
declined and we need to give this species as much 
space as possible. Therefore, we will no longer be 
publishing sightings of Turtle Dove in the Club Area 
during the breeding season (April to August). Pleas e 
send records directly to the Club Recorder Andy 
Clarke (ac1967@cantab.net ), who will ensure they 
ċƖĲШƓċƚƚĲĬШƣŸШÅÉÂ7ШċŰĬШ7Ñ§Юњ 

While there will be a more complete explanation of our 
decision in next mŸŰƣőќƚШnewsletter by our Recorder, 
Andy Clarke, I thought you would like to hear from me 
too. I paraphrase here what I said at our last indoor 
meeting of the spring on Thursday 30th April. 

ìĲШőċƻĲШƚŸůĲШљƽĲũũ-ťŰŸƽŰњШƚŔƣĲƚШŔŰШŸƨƖШċƖĲċШƽőŔĦőШċƖĲШ
both a blessing (great for birding) and a curse (attract 
lots of visitors). They are so well known that they have 
appeared in many books on where to watch birds in 
Norfolk. They are also heavily used by members of the 
public from a nearby holiday park, often with dogs, 
walkers and even steam railway enthusiasts. It is 
unrealistic to ask that people no longer visit these sites. 

However, we felt that now was the time to reduce 
pressure by asking for a period of quiet both in the news 
and, where possible, in footfall. This brings NENBC into 
line with other local bird clubs, BTO and Birdguides etc. 
This does not mean we cannot visit but we should 
consider making fewer visits and, as always, follow the 
Birdwatchers Code (and the  ċƣƨƖĲШÂőŸƣŸŊƖċƓőĲƖќƚШ
Code of Practice) and set a good example to other 
users. 

When NENBC was formed it was in part to help promote 
the dissemination of bird news across a wider 
community. We will still continue to do this! We still 
would like your records from these sites but news will 
be pended. While just presence is useful, if you can 

observe breeding information, which is best obtained at 
a distance (ie, adults carrying food/faecal sacs, feeding 
young etc, there is no need to locate the nest!) then this 
would be very valuable. 

I was asked at the meeting if this additional caution 
should apply to other species and I said the same 
caution should also be applied when observing Dartford 
Warbler, Nightjar and Woodlark and we may pend news 
on these species too at a later date. 

The Club has always had ideas on how the club website 
could be further developed, including some as a result 
of great feedback from our members, and this month 
the team over at Bird.Club have been busy 
implementing some excellent upgrades which are 
already operational (see page 40 for more news on this). 
In addition, behind the scenes there is a possible way to 
help manage sightings of sensitive species. Carol has 
begun testing the new software on this but more time is 
required before we can change the system we are 
currently requesting. However, we hope to be able to 
implement and announce changes to help everyone in 
the coming months. 

*************************************************  

fШĬŸŰќƣШťŰŸƽШċĤŸƨƣШǃŸƨШĤƨƣШfШƣőŔŰťШƽĲШċƖĲШőċƻŔŰŊШċШƻĲƖǃШ
ŊŸŸĬШƚƓƖŔŰŊЮШfƣќƚШċũƽċǃƚШċШƓũĲċƚƨƖĲШƣŸШőĲċƖШǃŸƨƖШŉŔƖƚƣШ
Chiffchaff then follow this with Blackcap, Sedge 
ìċƖĤũĲƖЯШìőŔƣĲƣőƖŸċƣШĲƣĦШċŰĬШƣőĲƖĲќƚШĤĲĲŰШċШŊŸŸĬШ
smattering of Ring Ouzel and Yellow Wagtail. Leading 
the short walk at Felbrigg Park last month was a 
pleasure as we took our time to listen for early migrants. 
Hearing my first Cuckoo along Dilham Canal on 24th 
April made my day but I missed the Mandarin Duck! 
Another highlight for me was a singing Lesser 
Whitethroat, Whinchat and a fly-by Greenshank with 
Phil and Russell on Weybourne beach a few days ago. 

Good birding! 

  

Chair õs Corner  

Five key principles to remember 

1. Put birds first ς Avoid disturbing birds, their nests, and their habitats. Keep a respectful distance and use 
binoculars or a telescope to enjoy close views without causing distress. 

2. Respect the countryside and other people ς Follow the Countryside Code, keep to paths where required, and 
show courtesy to landowners, farmers and other visitors. 

3. Be an ambassador for birdwatching ς Set a good example through considerate behaviour, accurate recording, and 
sharing your enthusiasm responsibly. 

4. Share records responsibly ς Submit your sightings to the NENBC website, unless we have specifically asked you to 
send direct to Andy for sensitivity reasons, and they will additionally be submitted to the BirdTrack website. 
Accurate records help protect birds and build understanding of population trends. 

5. Think before you share news of rare birds ς Consider the welfare of the bird, local residents, and the potential for 
disturbance, especially during the breeding season. If in doubt, report the sighting quietly and through official 
channels. 

mailto:ac1967@cantab.net
https://www.bto.org/sites/default/files/u10/downloads/taking-part/health/bwc.pdf
https://rps.org/media/1xcnsuga/the-nature-photographers-code-of-practice.pdf
https://rps.org/media/1xcnsuga/the-nature-photographers-code-of-practice.pdf
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By Carol Thornton  
 

Welcome to our  May  newsletter ! 

Sadly we have reached the end of our 2025/2026 
indoor season with our last very interesting talk 
on Spoonbills at Holkham last week but no 
worries, we will be back again in September! I 
ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭƭȅ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ L ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ 
ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ŀōǎŜƴŎŜ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ Ǌǳƴ ǘƘŜ ½ƻƻƳ ƻǇǘƛƻƴΦ !ǎ ƛǘ ǘǳǊƴǎ ƻǳǘΣ L ǿŀǎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ōǳǘ 
we decided not to reinstate the Zoom option as our speaker Andy Bloomfield had asked club member Frederic 
Landes to video the presentation. Frederic has kindly made his video available to us on YouTube. Those of you who 
ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴƪΣ L ǿƛƭƭ ƎŜǘ ƛǘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ŘŀȅǎΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŀǎƪŜŘ ȅŜǘ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƴǘ 
ƛǘΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƎŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƻǳŎƘΦ Lǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀƴ ƻǇŜƴ-access video and you will only be able to access it with the link I send. Many 
thanks Frederic ς really interesting to do something different. 

All the info on our other upcoming events are included from page 14, including the annual Big Sit  TOMORROW 

SATURDAY 9th FROM DAWN! Do come and join us at Felbrigg Park or Beeston Common so hopefully catch up 
with you soon.  

Oh my goodness ς the BirdClub team have been working flat out with a raft of changes to their internationally used 
website platform of which our club website is part. There is a lot more info on the changes from page 40 but I just 
ŎŀƴΩǘ ƪŜŜǇ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƭƭ ǎƻ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ ƻǳǘ L ƘŀǾŜ ŘǊŀǿƴ ŀ ƭƛƴŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ 
Ǉǳǘ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ƻƴ ŀƴȅ ǎǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ƛƴ WǳƴŜΩǎ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴΦ /ǳǊǊŜƴǘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ L ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ 
off are around enhanced species info pages and easier filtering of records. Since writing that, we additionally have a 
renaming of Calendar to Events, the ability to download a pdf of upcoming club events plus the list of species shown 
under "What you might see" on each location page has been redesigned. Instead of a taxonomic list, it now surfaces 
birds that are genuinely worth looking out for.. 

I hope you have all been making the most of the season and the weather to get out birding. I am particularly happy 
this month as both me and husband Ken have eventually secured our Inland Super-Green Badges, awarded for 
seeing 125 species in the club area walking out from home without the use of motorised transport ς HURRAH! It has 
ridiculously taken us over 5 years and although we mostly bird together, we have both been on 124 for a while, me 
ǿƛǘƘ ŀ /ǳŎƪƻƻ ŀƴŘ YŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ {ǇƻƻƴōƛƭƭΦ CƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ΨƴŜǿΩ ōƛǊŘ ŦƻǊ ōƻǘƘ ƻŦ ǳǎΣ ŀ {ƘŜƭŘǳŎƪ Ŧƭȅōȅ ŀǘ CŜƭōǊƛƎƎ 
tŀǊƪ ƭŀǎǘ ǿŜŜƪΣ ǘƘŀǘ Ǝƻǘ ǳǎ ōƻǘƘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴŜΦ ²ƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǾŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘ ƛŦ ŀ /ǳŎƪƻƻ ƻǊ ŀ {Ǉƻƻƴōƛƭƭ ƘŀŘ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ 
up! We have really enjoyed the challenge and would encourage any of you to have a go ς see page 43. 

5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ Ψbƻ aƻǿ aŀȅΩΣ one of the easiest ways to help the environment by letting wildflowers like daisies, 
dandelions and clovers grow instead of cutting your lawns, and you can read all about it here. 

The Ψ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ [ŜƴǎΩ topic for the front 
cover of birds seen last ƳƻƴǘƘ ǿŀǎ Ψbirds 
ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƛƴƎ ōǊŜŜŘƛƴƎ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǳǊΩ. From the 
top left ςSand martin (Richard Farrow), 
Carrion Crow (Mark Clements),  Song 
Thrush (Ken Thornton, Steve & Barbara 
Lines), Collared Dove (Mark Clements), 
Great Tit (Alan Stevenes), Whitethroat 
(Mark Clements), For May, our theme will 
be ΨjuvenilesΩ so get clicking!  

Right is my favourite member photo from 
AprilΣ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 
make it on to our monthly NENBC Bird 
Highlights section of the more unusual 
species ... this lovely reflecting Mute Swan 
is from Doug Cullern.  

  A Note from the Editor  

 

Welcome to our new member s 

 ð we look forward to seeing you soon!  
 

* Bill Clarke * Richard Petley *  

* Andre w Bloomfield * Lousie Turner * David Spencer *  
 

If you have any queries,  just drop us an email  

https://www.plantlife.org.uk/campaigns/nomowmay/
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 By Carol Thornton  
 

All records are from the NENBC website and submitted by 
members unless otherwise stated. No use of AI to help 
collate this report this month! 

 

April  2026 | Spring migrants are usually the key feature of birding at this time of year, though the weather exerts 
a strong influence on which species are seen, and in what numbers. Key Highlights from April were: the final few 
Brent Geese and single White -fronts ; a pair of Mandarin ; the last of the winter Golden Plovers ; a single Jack 
Snipe; passing Whimbrel  and Common Sandpiper ; offshore Mediterranean Gulls , a single immature 
Glaucous Gull ; Sandwich Tern plus a few Common Tern and Arctic  Tern; White Storks  on two dates; migrant 
Ospreys on two dates; 3 Peregrine eggs hatched at Cromer; a Hoopoe; Sand Martins  along the cliffs, 
Swallows  and a few House Martins  have been passing; Willow Warbler , Sedge Warbler and Reed Warbler 
have all arrived plus Whitethroat, Lesser Whitethroat and Grasshopper Warbler ; up to 3 Ring Ouzel; 
Redstarts  and a couple of Whinchat ; a good passage of Yellow Wagtails ; Tree Pipits on 4 dates and a 
ÅŔĦőċƖĬќƚШÂŔƓŔƣШheading west. See fuller details below. 

 

Brent Goose  |  Single-figure records throughout the month 
from Weybourne and Sheringham with the largest count a 
single flock of 45 east on 16th. 

Barnacle Goose |  Just two reports, 22 east at West 
Runton on 18th and 8 there, again east, on 24th. 

White -fronted Goose |  One west at Weybourne on 5th 
with Greylags and a single east calling there on 10th. 

Mandarin Duck |  Mandarins were reported on 10 dates 
in April across 3 locations around North Walsham. The first 
record was of a pair at Felmingham on 14th and at Spa 
Common on the same day there were 3, a pair and a second 
male. Subsequent reports through to the 28th were of a pair 
at Dilham Canal and Spa Common and most of the reports of 
singles specified male. Photo 1 courtesy of Stu Buck 

Velvet Scoter |  A single male was reported west at Cromer 
Lighthouse & East Cliffs on 9th and subsequently speed-
checked past Weybourne 10 minutes later. 

Goosander |  One east and 4 west off Weybourne on 2nd. 

Grey Partridge |  Fourteen records over 10 dates from 3rd 
to 30th of mostly two birds from Weybourne and West 
Runton on the coast and Kelling Heath and Bodham inland. 
Photo 2 courtesy of David Griffiths 

Cuckoo |  The first Cuckoo of the year was reported near 
Stratton Strawless in the south of our area on 17th. 
Subsequent records were from Alby on 18th, both the River 
Bure path and Dilham Canal on 24th and from the latter 
location again on 25th. 

Crane |  On the 6th a single was slowly drifting west from 
Beeston Bump and then along Sheringham Cliffs and 4 flew 
low over the lake at Felbrigg Park before turning and heading 
west. Photo 3 courtesy of Andrew Crossley 

å 12,158 individual records covering 165 bird 

species were added in April  

 

 

NENBC Bird Highlights ð April  202 6  

1 

2 

3 
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Avocet |  There were 2 west at Sheringham on 2nd and a pair 
east Weybourne on 23rd. 

Grey Plover |  Four west at Weybourne on 5th a single west 
at Cromer on 23rd.  

Whimbrel  |  Most of the 30 records over 15 dates were of 5 
or less birds and were all at the coast, both east and west. 
High counts were 12 east at Weybourne on 23rd, 13 west 
there on 25th and 2 west / 12 east on 27th. At Cromer 
Lighthouse & East Cliffs a single was on the beach then east 
with a further 3, also east, with a Bar-tailed Godwit on 11th.  
Photo 4 courtesy of Trevor Williams 

Bar -tailed Godwit  |  The godwit east at Cromer on 11th 
was in near summer plumage and a winter birds was on the 
beach there 17th. Most of the 11 records were of singles but a 
flock of 16 flew into West Runton from the west on 21st and 
landed in the paddock, with 4 east past Weybourne on 23rd 
and 7 flew onto the airfield at Weybourne Camp on 26th. 
Photo 5 courtesy of Mark Clements 

Knot  |  A single west at Weybourne on 21st and one west at 
Cromer Lighthouse & East Cliffs on 25th. 

Jack Snipe  |  Just one record of a single from the scrape at 
Weybourne Camp on 23rd. 

Common Sandpiper  |  Two birds were reported at Dilham 
Canal on 28th near the Mandarin. All other records were of 
singles at Felbrigg Park on 16th, 22nd and 25th, Beeston Regis 
on 24th and 30th, Selbrigg Pond on 25th plus Blickling Park on 
25th and 27th. Photo 6 courtesy of Ken Thornton 

Kittiwake  |  The high count was 29 west and 1 east from 
Sheringham on 2nd with all other records being single-figure 
counts with reports from 2nd to 7th and then no further 
sightings until 28th and 29th. Sightings were from Weybourne, 
West Runton, Cromer Lighthouse & East Cliffs and Bacton. 

Mediterranean Gull  |  Over 50 reports this month from 
10 coastal locations plus Kelling Heath. Predominantly single-
figure counts with up to 45 west during seawatches at 
Weybourne on 12th with 10 there on 13th, 36 on 18th 
(including 6 which flew inland), 14 east on 24th and up to 15 
on 25th. Where age was mentioned, all were reported as 
adults. Photo 7 courtesy of Mark Clements 

Glaucous Gull  |  A second calendar year bird was first 
reported on the groynes at West Runton on 16th with 
numerous reports of presumably the same bird thereabouts 
the following day. Photo 8 courtesy of Mark Clements 

Caspian Gull  |  Just one record of a άǎuperb 2CY (end of 
1W) bird drifting west along cliffs, showing gleaming white 
base to tail, smart secondary band and clean pale underwings 
ά ŀǘ ǿŜǎǘ wǳƴǘƻƴ ƻƴ оrd. 

Sandwich Tern  |  Over 50 reports in April from along our 
coast between Weybourne and Cromer Lighthouse & East 
Cliffs. The high count was 96 (61 east / 35 west) off 
Weybourne on 12th during a seawatch. 

4 

5 

6 

7 
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Arctic Tern  |  A single came from south inland and carried 
on north out to sea high at West Runton on 21st and 8 were 
on a buoy there on 24th before lifting off and heading north-
east. 

Arctic Skua  |  A single flew west at Sheringham on 28th. 

Red-throated Diver  |  More than 40 records of 1-4 birds 
from the coastal locations during seawatches, with a 
maximum of 16 from one at Sheringham on 2nd. Most birds 
were mobile, with a few dropping down to the sea at various 
points.  

Great Northern Diver  |  A single east past Sheringham on 
2nd and on the 21st, a single east past both Weybourne and 
West Runton. Photos 9 courtesy of Mark Clements 

Fulmar  |  More than 50 records in small numbers 
throughout the month, often referred to as local birds. 
Observations of up to 13 occupied nest sites at the cliff 
colony between East Runton and Cromer. Photo 10 courtesy 
of Mark Clements 

White Stork  |  On the 3rd, two birds were reported high east 
from Sheringham and Weybourne and on 25th, further 
reports of a single over Sheringham, West Runton, 
Muckleburgh Hill and Weybourne. Photo 11 courtesy of Ollie 
Allison 

Shag |  Two birds were observed at Sheringham on 14th and 
16th on the groyne markers with further reports of singles on 
19th also at Sheringham and 20th at West Runton.  

Spoonbill  |  A single west offshore on 19th and one west at 
Weybourne Camp on 27th. 

Great White Egret  |  Singles west offshore at East Runton 
on 6th and Weybourne on 15th and 17th with 2 observed there 
on 27th. Also, a single was briefly around a garden pond inn 
Gresham on 13th.  

Osprey  |  One individual south over a memberΩǎ garden in 
Holt mobbed by gulls on 14th plus one west over Muckleburgh 
Hill on 17th. Photo 12 courtesy of David Griffiths 

Goshawk  |  Records of singles from Selbrigg Pond on 4th 
and 25th, Holt on 6th and Swanton Novers on 2nd (a displaying 
male) and 7th with 3 there on 10th, two males and a third bird 
with missing primaries on one wing.  

Pallid Harrier  |  A Third Party Report of an adult male seen 
heading east at Weybourne Camp and later seen passing 
Sheringham (0820), West Runton (0835) and Overstrand 
(0845). 

Little Owl  |  A single bird observed on numerous dates 
between 11th and 27th in the Camp buildings at Weybourne, 
with two there on 6th. Additionally, a very welcome first 
sighting of the year at Felbrigg Park on 20th ς they used to be 
so regular here. Photo 13 courtesy of Andrew Crossley 

Hoopoe  |  A Third Party Record of an individual present for 
about 2 hours in private garden in Sheringham on 8th, but 
then not relocated. 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 
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Kingfisher  |  A pair were reported at Gimingham on 6th and 11th on the fishing lakes. 

Hobby  |  The first Hobby of the year was reported from DeadmanΩǎ ²ƻƻŘΣ ²ŜȅōƻǳǊƴŜ /ƭƛŦŦǎ ƻƴ нфth. 

Peregrine  |  Further information on the Cromer Church birds, their 3 hatched youngsters and various intruder 
Peregrines from page 32. Elsewhere, singles were reported at Weybourne on 4th, 14th and 19th hunting offshore. At 
West Runton there was a male on 9th and a juvenile east there on 24th was reported to look like the bird that has 
been hanging around Cromer with a missing primary on wing. At Southrepps Common  on 14th, a 2nd calendar year 
bird which looked un-ringed, was observed in encounters with Skylarks, Swallows and hares. 

Raven  |  Reports of 2 birds at Southrepps Common on 1st and calling there on 27th, Plumstead also on 1st, 
Letheringsett & Ford on 7th plus Weybourne Cliffs (calling) and Weynor Gardens (Kelling) on 16th. 

Marsh Tit  |  Just 5 records of this seemingly declining species. Singles at Bacton Woods on 4th, High Kelling on 8th 
and Mannington Hall park on 22nd with 2 birds reported there on 8th and also at Brinton on 6th. Four of the 5 records 
were of birds on feeders. 

Woodlark  |  Nearly 50 records throughout the month from four locations, some of which include suitable 
breeding habitats. Birds were observed displaying and heard singing. At least 6 were reported at one site. 

Willow Warbler  |  The first records of the year were on the 8th from Beeston Common and Bump and Cawston 
Heath and were subsequently reported on a further 16 dates throughout the month from another 14 sites. There 
was lots of singing reported and one lucky member had a bird bathing in their garden pond in Beeston Regis on 17th. 

Grasshopper Warbler  |  The highlight of the club walk at Felbrigg Park on the 15th was the short, occasional but 
distinctive reeling of a Grasshopper Warbler from sedge below the dam wall. See the walk report on page 14 for 
more detail. Other reports were from Dilham Canal on 21st and Weybourne on 25th. 

Lesser Whitethro at |  The first record of the year was from Beeston Regis on 18th with reports for the est of the 
month from 14 other sites. Weybourne and the Beeston area had the most reports and are also well-watched. 
Although mostly singles, 2 birds were reported from Ingworth on 23rd, Sheringham Cliffs on 24th and the Beeston 
areas on 22nd and 24th. 

Dartford Warbler  |  Up to 2 birds reported between 2nd and 27th from their well-known stronghold in our area. 

Firecrest  |  Nearly 30 records throughout the month from Aylmerton, Cromer, High Kelling, Pretty Corner Wood, 
Selbrigg Pond, Sheringham Park and the Weybourne area. 
Where a count was recorded, all were singles except for at 
Selbrigg Pond on 6th when 2 were reported. 

Ring Ouzel  |  Of the 44 records this month, only Cawston 
Heath represents anywhere significantly inland. Reports from 
the coastal belt and surrounding areas throughout the 
month, predominantly singles, but with 2 at West Runton on 
9th, Kelling Heath on 13th, Happisburgh on 23rd, Weybourne 
on  26th plus 3 at Southrepps Common on 17th. Photo 14 
courtesy of Mick Rebane 

Nightingale  |  Briefly in scrub east of beach car park entrance at Weybourne on 20th. The bird was reported as 
not being in full song, butέ a few glorious notes to announce is presenceέΦ 

Black Redstart  |  Singles were at West Runton on 8th and 
Felbrigg ark on the same date, Sheringham Cliffs on 14th and 
Weybourne on 29th. 

Redstart  |  Single males at Weybourne Camp on 7th, 
Sheringham cemetery on 11th and Weybourne camp on 29th 
with a female reported there on 13th. 

Whinchat  |  First record of the year was in the paddock at 
West Runton on 26th, with reports of a male at Weybourne 
on 29th.  

Wheatear  |  A fantastic 140 odd records this month from 14 
locations throughout the month. Coastal high counts were up to 13 at West Runton on 12th and 8 at Weybourne on 
13th with inland, 7 at Felbrigg Park on 14th. Photo 15 courtesy of Andrew Crossley 

14 

15 
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Tree Sparrow  |  A Third Party Report of a wintering bird 
still in private garden was received on 5th. 

Yellow Wagtail  |  the hotspot was west Runton from the 
9th onwards. Lots of reports of 1-2 birds in the paddocks there 
and a steady passage of 11 west there on 15th. Other sites 
that reported this passing species last month were 
Weybourne and  Beeston Bump with just Happisburgh the 
only other site that recorded a bird landing, albeit briefly, 
23rd. Photo 16 courtesy of Steven & Barbara Lines 

Grey Wagtail  |  reported from 14 predominantly inland 
locations throughout the month. Mostly of singles but with a 
pair at Selbrigg Pond on 3rd, 2 west at West Runton on 17th, 2 
on the pond at Mannington Hall Park on 22nd and 2 at 
Itteringham on 30th. Photo 17 courtesy of Mark Clements 

Richard's Pipit  |  A calling bird was west along cliffs at 
west Runton on 3rd and a sound recording confirms 
identification although the poster says the call pretty 
diagnostic anyway! Sonogram image 18 courtesy of Andy 
Clarke 

Tree Pipit  |  All records are of singles and came from 
Beeston Bump on 9th and 12th, Weybourne on 11th, West 
Runton on 13th and East Runton & Thains Lane on 14th. 

Brambling  |  A single on a roadside tree at Wets Runton 
and a minimum of 3 at Sheringham Park on 10th with 2, 
including a male, reported there the following day. 

Twite  |  Ten were west overhead calling at Weybourne on 3rd. 

Lesser Redpoll  |  Up to 5 birds were reported at Kelling Heath at the beginning of the month with 1 at Beeston 
Bump on 15th and 2 at Holt on 20th. 

Corn Bunting  |  A single was calling and singing from fence and grassy tussocks on coastal footpath to the west of 
the scrape at Weybourne Camp on 6th before flying inland. 

 

 

May is really the last real month of spring migration and can be one of the most amazing but what does 2026 
hold for us? This time last year some lucky folk were treated to views of Booted Eagle, Purple Heron, Red-backed 
Shrike, Common Rosefinch and Marsh Warbler but there were some dreadfully low numbers of what are 
normally common migrants. Wheatears for example were very thin on the ground last spring but seem to be 
having a bit of a resurgence this year if number of records on our 
website thus far are an indication. May is often a good month to 
spend time stationary watching from a vantage point on your 
local patch and scan the skies, the fields and the trees, (think of 
it as a mini Big Sit), with the potential of the birds coming to you. 
Hoopoe and Red-rumped Swallow have already been reported 
locally and someone will hear and see a sublime Golden Oriole 
or a Bee-eater. It could be you ! 

If you look at the Wordsearch on page 37ЯШǃŸƨќll see what a great 
collection of birds we had turn up last May, so you never know 
what you might be lucky enough to catch up with! 

Library photo Hoopoe courtesy of John Hayward  

May : What to look forward to é.. 
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23/04/2026 Mute Swan 5x Ingworth Trevor Williams 

Stephen Green  

one colour-ringed, 
highlight of monthly Upper 
Bure farm survey 

12/04/2026 Turnstone 30 Sheringham Di & Richard Farrow 
(photo credit below) 

Approx 30 quite mobile. 
Including tagged JAJ. 

 

All records this month were from Andy Clarke at Sheringham. 
 

01/04/2026 Wigeon 1 Nocturnal flight call over garden, 0234 (single call) 

01/04/2026 Common Scoter 1 Nocturnal flight call, 0258 (single call, faint) 

08/01/2026 Common Scoter  Nocturnal flight call over garden, 0126 (22 calls), 0420 (7 calls) 

01/04/2026 Water Rail 1 Nocturnal flight call over garden, 0301 (single trill) 

08/04/2026 Water Rail 1 Nocturnal flight call over garden, 0029 (2 calls) 

Observations from last month é..                  Member Extra!

Ringed Bird Highlights  
Just a reminder to folk logging ringed birds on our website. Although we send our data off en masse to the  

county recorder through BirdTrack uploads, we donõt directly contact ringing coordinators of individual 

projects ð that needs to be down to you if you have a sighting. Project coordinators love to get data on their birds ð after 

all, that is the reason for ringing them - so here is a reminder on how to do it from Chris Lamsdell:  

òPlease report your colour ring birds to the relevant project co-ordinator which can be found through the EU Colour 

Ring website https://cr -birding.org/ . Locally ringed Turnstones stones (red flag three letters starting JAA), Black -

headed Gulls (red rings starting 2C00) and Marsh Tit (white rings 00 -99) can be reported through 

https://iceni.shinyapps.io/sightings/  Metal only rings can be report to the BTO 

https://app.bto.org/euring/lang/pages/rings.jsp ó 
 

Noc -Mig Highlights  

Calling all those members out there who dabble in nocturnal recordings of over -flying birds é please do pop 

your confirmed records on the website. They donõt count towards your Star or Green badges but they are an interesting 

addition to our data.  Supporting sonogram images welcome. But what about those off -the-wall identifications the 

analysis software comes up with? The advancements in technology are great but they are a guide rather than a 

definitive ID so you do need to check your recordings yo urself using website databases like Xeno -Canto or BirdNet for 

example. Please donõt log these ôdodgyõ records on the website, but do drop us an email to let us know your best ôif 

onlyõ records of the month!  

https://cr-birding.org/
https://iceni.shinyapps.io/sightings/
https://app.bto.org/euring/lang/pages/rings.jsp
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01/04/2026 Moorhen 1 Nocturnal flight calls over garden, 0058 (3 triplet calls) 

08/04/2026 Moorhen  Nocturnal flight calls over garden, 0401 (2 triplet calls) 

01/04/2026 Oystercatcher 1 Nocturnal flight call over garden, 0038 

08/04/2026 Oystercatcher  Nocturnal flight calls over garden, 0427 (2 calls) 

01/04/2026 Golden Plover 1 Nocturnal flight calls over garden, 0343 (2 calls) 

01/04/2026 Common Gull 1 Nocturnal flight call over garden, 0234 (3 calls) 

08/04/2026 Grey Heron  Nocturnal flight call over garden, 0001 (3 calls) 

01/04/2026 Redwing 26 26 nocturnal flight calls over garden, 2250 (31 March) to 0526 

08/04/2026 Redwing 1 Nocturnal flight call over garden, 2056 (so actually 7 April) 

01/04/2026 Song Thrush  Nocturnal flight calls over garden, 0009, 0327 

08/04/2026 Song Thrush 2 Nocturnal flight calls over garden, 0127 (1 call), 0446 (1 call) 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Cananda Goose  μ άнȄ Both geese beside the Mike 
Thurston pool in the company of a large plastic heronέ μ 
Stephanie Witham | North Walsham | 23rd 

Greylag Goose  μ άсȄ Territory warfare with resident 
male Swan winning the battle.έ μ 5ƻǳƎ ϧ WŜƴƴȅ /ǳƭƭŜǊƴ μ 
Felbrigg Park & Lake | 25th 

Egyptian Goose  μ άOn the Mike Thurston field dodging 
the lawn mowerέ μ {ǘŜǇƘŀƴƛŜ ²ƛǘƘŀƳ μ нрth 

Mandarin Duck  μ άPr. Initially on canal and then 
feeding on food left out in adjoining garden - perhaps 
accustomed to being around people?έ μ {Ǉŀ /ƻƳƳƻƴ μ 
24th 

Pheasant  μ άWhite male in field SW of entrance track to 
Holt Hall. Had a double-take as I was driving by!έ μ 5ŀǾƛŘ 
Griffith | Holt | 3rd

 
Woodpigeon  μ ά²hen will they stop mating in front of 
our kitchen window?έ μ 5ŀǾƛŘ DǊƛŦŦƛǘƘǎ μ Iƻƭǘ μ нпth 

Collared Dove  μ άBack, once again trying to build a nest 
on our satellite dish bracket!έ μ 5ŀǾƛŘ DǊƛŦŦƛǘƘ μ Iƻƭǘ μ мst 

Lesser Black -backed Gull  μ άlanded on the canal. Not 
something I have often seen.έ μ .ƻō CŀǊƴŘƻƴ μ 5ƛƭƘŀƳ 
Canal | 9th 

Lesser Black -backed Gull  μ άon camp, trying to feed 
on some carrion, unable to deter the Great Black-back 
from tucking in though.έ μ tƘƛƭ .ƻǊƭŜȅ μ Weybourne | 19th 

Sandwich Tern  μ άSingle bird east along shore, 
occasionally performing feeding dives.έ | Dave Billham | 
Sheringham | 21st 

Fulmar  μ άмр possibly 13 occupied nest sites between 
East Runton & Cromer - during the NENBC weekend walkέ 
| Trevor Williams | Cromer | 18th 

Sparrowhawk  μ άDuring ringing session 0600-1030. 
Female surprised as she was trying to grab a panicking 
blackbird, which consequently escaped minus a few 
feathers2 | Roger Emmens | Sustead Common | 14th 

Goshawk  μ άtwo birds together, both males as smaller 
than common buzzards, a third bird had missing primaries 
on one wingέ μ Wǳƭƛŀƴ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ μ {ǿŀƴǘƻƴ bƻǾŜǊǎ μ млth 

Marsh Harrier  μ άEating carrion in field, persuaded to 
leave by two carrion crows who wanted the meal.έ μ tƘƛƭ 
Borley | Weybourne | 19th 

Buzzard  μ άммȄ Including 8 birds following tractor that 
was ploughing, very Black Kite like if you were in France!έ μ 
Stella Baylis | Southrepps Common | 14th 

Buzzard  μ άLow over garden circling drifting north at 
same time as red kite doing same thingέ μ {ǘǳ .ǳŎƪ μ 
Antingham & Bradfield | 16th 

Green Woodpecker  μ άFemale seen on ground, second 
bird heard calling nearby, hoping itΩǎ a pair!έ μ {ǘŜƭƭŀ .ŀȅƭƛǎ 
| Southrepps Common | 11th 

Kestrel μ άHovering 3-4 meters in front of station. 
Excellent view in sunshine!έ μ !ƴŘǊŜǿ DƻǊǘƻƴ μ 9ŀǎǘ 
Runton (Coastwatch Station) | 13th 

Magpie  μ άWatched 'courtship display'. Not seen this 
before, quite flamboyant!έ μ !ƭŀƴ {ǘŜǾŜƴǎ μ DǊŜǎƘŀƳ μ сth 

Magpie  μ άSquirrelwood horse paddocks. Unfortunately 
no Wheatear or Ring Ouzel. Wished I had hung around as 
could see from her WhatsApp that Val S saw a Ring Ouzel 
30 mins after I left.έ μ 5ŀǾƛŘ .ŀǊǊŀǎǎ μ YŜƭƭƛƴƎ IŜŀǘƘ μ ноrd 

Member Highs, Lows and Ponderings  

All member comments are taken from the notes section of the website. We are getting a lot more detail on the  

birds and their activities these days which makes these summaries longer, but much richer, so please keep it up 

everyone!  
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Jackdaw μ άмрȄ Taking nesting material from the back of 
a cow! Lovely to watch!έ μ WŀƴŜ /ǊƻǎǎŜƴ μ ²Ŝǎǘ wǳƴǘƻƴ μ 
18th 

Carrion Crow  μ άObserved carrying a moorhen egg, the 
contents of, which contained a well-developed chick, were 
duly eaten. A few moments later another egg was 
obtained, they had clearly found a moorhens nest on the 
water meadow and were tucking in. Such is nature.έ μ tƘƛƭ 
Borley | Felbrigg Park & Lake | 17th |  Photo courtesy of 
Mark Clements 

Sand Martin  μ άолȄ Investigating the cliffs just east of 
the slipway. Not seen them there before. Last year they 
were slightly further east. This site is very, very close to the 
coastal path and it could be disturbed during the busy 
summer season. They did all suddenly depart east (I didn't 
disturb them but there were people, understandably, quite 
close). I'm thinking maybe the previous year's site had 
suffered erosion over the winter period. Be interesting to 
see if they return to the newly-investigated site.2 | Jane 
Crossen | West Runton | 7th 

House Martin  μ άоȄ Circling about in Alfred Road. House 
where they usually nest has scaffolding up. Might have put 
them off nesting thereέ μ !ƴŘǊŜǿ DƻǊǘƻƴ μ /ǊƻƳŜǊ μ нрth 

Cettiõs Warbler μ άSinging from garden along FoxΩs Beck 
heard from Chapel Road, good garden tick!έ μ 
Stella Baylis | Southrepps Common | 5th 

Cettiõs Warbler μ άNext to sewage treatment 
plant. First time heard from this location this 
spring. Now 5 locations recorded in and around 
Southrepps this year, not including the 
population at Dilham Canal next to Pigneys 
Wood.2 | Mick Rebane | Southrepps Common | 
19th 

Willow Warbler  μ άFeeding in direct sunlight 
on newly burst apple blossom aphids. First 
garden record of this species, a real joyέ μ WƻƘƴ 
Hurst | Mundesley | 10th 

Willow Warbler  μ άSinging from birch 
plantation near Warren Barn, possible second 
bird calling in woods, according to Merlin but I 
wasn't convinced!έ μ {ǘŜƭƭŀ .ŀȅƭƛǎ μ {ƻǳǘƘǊŜǇǇǎ 
Common | 15th 

Chiffchaff μ άмлȄ Singing from birch plantation near 
Warren Barn, possible second bird calling in woods, 
according to Merlin but I wasn't convinced!έ μ {ǘŜƭƭŀ .ŀȅƭƛǎ 
| Southrepps Common | 5th 

Reed Warbler  μ άSinging from blackthorn scrub at 
Sewage Treatment Works, confused Merlin who didn't pick 
it up at all even though very close, seen and heard well2 | 
Stella Bayliss | Southrepps Common | 16th 

Grasshopper Warbler  μ άFound by Merlin in the same 
spot as one last year, which I saw and heard.έ μ .ƻō 
Farndon | Dilham Canal | 21st 

Blackcap  μ άтȄ Included 4 singing birds at Sewage 
Treatment Works in close proximity, confused Merlin who 
mis-identified Garden Warbler, Sedge Warbler and 
Whitethroat - there was a lot of mimicry, but only Blackcap 
present (with a nearby Reed Warbler which Merlin didn't 
pick up!)έ μ {ǘŜƭƭŀ .ŀȅƭƛǎ μ {ƻǳǘƘǊŜǇǇǎ /ƻƳƳƻƴ μ мсth 

Blackcap μ άWith in feet of me on my field I was so taken 
for his trust in me I forgot to take a photo !!!!έ μ !ƴƴŜ {ƛƳǎ 
| Gresham | 17th 

Blackcap  μ άSinging in the garden. First location record.έ 
| John Hurst | Mundesley | 25th 

Lesser Whitethroat  μ άPleased to see and hear one 
back in previous location, singing a bit subdued with lots of 
low warbling before usual rattle notesέ μ {ǘŜƭƭŀ .ŀȅƭƛǎ μ 
Southrepps Common | 24th 

Goldcrest  μ άCollecting spider's webs just feet from me, 
completely oblivious to my presenceέ μ ±ŀƭ {ǘǳōōǎ μ IƛƎƘ 
Kelling | 9th (Library photo Ken Thornton) 

Blackbird μ άA lone egg found on the ground. Maybe a 
Corvid had robbed a nest but was scared off before eating 
it.έ μ CǊŀƴŎƛǎ CŀǊǊƻǿ μ .ŜŜǎǘƻƴ /ƻƳƳƻƴ μ нлth 

Pied Wagtail  μ άоȄ West along cliffs in a loose group; 
one looked very pale on the mantle (possibly a White 
Wagtail, but identification only tentative)έ μ !ƴŘȅ /ƭŀǊƪŜ μ 
West Runton | 3rd 

Pied Wagtail  μ άIn paddock with cows; one alba (White 
Wagtail)έ μ !ƴŘǊŜǿ /ƭŀǊƪŜ μ ²Ŝǎǘ wǳƴǘƻƴ μ моth
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NENBC WhatsApp groups 

We have 3! We need your mobile number to sign 
you up for any of them and you will need to 
activate WhatsApp on your phone if you are not 
already using it. There are a few rules on the 1st 
two groups which you will need to agree to on sign 
up that ensures they run as smoothly as possible 
for our volunteer administrators and the instant 
info you get is of use. Please be aware that like all 
WhatsApp groups, your number will be visible to 
ŀƭƭ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ƘƛŘŜ 
them. 

 
NE Norfolk Sea -watching  is administered by 
Trevor Williams and is for any active and 
participating seawatchers along the north east 
Norfolk coast whether they are club members or 
not. 

NENBC Alerts  is administered by Tony Forster 
and is solely for club members to share news on 
the location of interesting birds within the club 
area. 

 
NENBC Communications  has been set up so 
we have a means of contacting members quickly 
and easily without going through the email / 
ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ǊƻǳǘŜΦ ²Ŝ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƭƛƪŜ ΧΦ 

 sending out reminders a day or two before 
scheduled club events 

 letting folk know where we are running a 
short-ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ΨtƻǇ-¦ǇΩ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ 
published schedule  

 advising to any last-minute changes to 
scheduled events  

Unlike the other WhatsApp groups only the 
Admins can send messages out; ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿƻƴΩǘ 
be able to respond Ǿƛŀ ƛǘ ǎƻ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀ 
lot of traffic on it. It ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ōƛǊŘ ŀƭŜǊǘ 
ǎƻ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŘǳǇƭƛŎŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜs of our other two. 
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Overview     General Walks Information  
 

 Talks on the last Thursday 

evening of the month at 

Gresham Village Hall from 

Sep-Nov and Jan-Apr, also 

available live via Zoom  

 Walks around Felbrigg Park 

on the 3rd  Wednesday 

morning of the month Sep -Jul 

 Varied monthly weekend 

walks and the odd evening 

one from Sep-Jul 

 Special events including:  

 Coordinated Seawatch  

 Walks Weeks  

 Christmas Social & AGM  

 New Yearõs Day Birding 
Challenge  

 NENBC Big Sit  

 Global Big Bird Day 

activities  

 Birding for Beginners 

Course  

 Short-notice themed ôpop-

upõ sessions 

Car-sharing is always 

encouraged, or even better, 

walking or cycling . 

 
 

Non -Club Local Events é. 
 

  

 

Whatõs On?  

General Event Information  ð please see our website or ôupcoming eventsõ 

in this newsletter for fuller details  of what we have on offer  

 

Please wear clothing suitable to conditions  - footpaths can be muddy at 

any time of the year . 

YOUNG PEOPLE:  Children are always welcome if accompanied by 

well -behaved adults and we would be happy to see young members  

aged 16 and 17 attend unaccompanied with prior written consent from a 

parent or guardian who has also supplied a phone number where they 

can be contacted in an emergency.   

DOGS:  We regret no dogs  except assistance dogs . 

EQUIPMENT:  Binoculars are always recommended to gain full 

enjoyment from your birding and for some of our walks , a scope is 

definitely useful but donõt forget youõll have to carry it!  

ACCESSIBILITY : Unfortunately most of our walks arenõt suitable for 

wheelchair users but please do contact us on nenbc@aol.co.uk  to see 

which of our events are or could be adapted to be so. 

BADGES:  Birds seen on club -area walks count towards individual Star 

badges & if you walk or cycle from home, they also count towards your 

Eco-Badges. 

BOOKING:  In a change from previous years - you generally wonõt need 

to book for any of our walks so just turn up on the day if you fancy it . We 

advise joining the Wh atsApp Comms group which we will always use if 

we have to make any last minute changes. There may be the occasional 

time we do need advance numbers and bookings and if this is the case it 

will say so on our publicity  
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Wild About Mannington is a family-themed event 
this year and will be taking place on Sunday 24th May 
from 10am to 4pm. Details will be updated here: Wild 
about Mannington - Mannington. NENBC hope to be 
there on a joint stall with our friends from Felbeck 
Trust and the Upper Bure & Glaven Conservation 
Triangle.  

Felbeck Trust Annual Bio-blitz is at their West 
Beckham Old Allotments site on Sunday 7th June with 
full details appearing on their website nearer the time 
Felbeck Trust Events. A great day out always! 

The North Walsham and Dilham Canal Trust will be 
celebrating the 200th anniversary of the opening of 
the canal on the weekend of the 29th & 30th August 
and NENBC plan to be there to support them on the 
29th. 

mailto:nenbc@aol.co.uk
https://mannington.co.uk/wild-about-mannington/
https://mannington.co.uk/wild-about-mannington/
https://www.felbecktrust.org.uk/
https://www.felbecktrust.org.uk/
https://www.ubgctriangle.org/
https://www.ubgctriangle.org/
https://www.felbecktrust.org.uk/copy-of-basic-template-no-image
https://nwdct.org/canal-festival-forms/
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Upcoming  Events  
 

In the coming weeks we have another double Felbrigg Park Walk  offering a short or a standard stroll, a walk at 
Burnham Overy Staithe  and of course our annual Big Sit . Sorry, no more evening talks until the autumn as we 
are all enjoying being out in the spring weather. Keep an eye out for our pop-up events which are our short-notice 
activities ς upcoming are seawatches and a Nightjar walk. Look forward to seeing you at these events soon. 
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Felbrigg Park Monthly Walk  

20th  May  2026 
 
Following the success of our March 
double event, we will offering two 
walks on the 3rd Wednesday of the 
month for the next few month s at 
least.  
In addition to our usual romp  with we 
will also be leading a second shorter 
and slower walk for those who find our 
normal offer more than they are 
willing / able to do. We really hope 
that many of you will come and join 
us. The plan  is a staggered start with 
us all meeting up in the café 
afterwards at 11am. 
 

Our Felbrigg Park walks are sociable events 
and  cater for all levels of birding ability so 
come and give us a try. Our route is 
dependent on the local bird and other 
wildlife recently reported or likely to be 
present on the day. We normally see around 
40 bird species on an average walk and even 
ŸŰШƣőĲШћƽŸƖƚƣќШŸŉШĬċǃƚШůŸƖĲШƣőċŰШΟΜЮ 

 
 

Walk 1 | 9:00am to 11:00am | º 2+ 
miles  
A bit of a romp with Dave Billham  
 

Walk 2 | 9:30am to 11:00am | º 1 mile 
Slow and steady with Nick Kimber  

 
 

 §Ш7§§uf ]ШÅEÄќ? | PARK & MEET: Main 
Felbrigg Hall car park т free for National 

Trust members | ACCESSIBILITY: 
footbaths, grassland, a bit of mud usually 
and can be uneven in places | FACILITIES: 
Café and loos at the Hall | CLUB BADGES: 
In area so all appropriate individual records 

count.  
 

| 20th May | 17th Jun | 15th Jul | 
 

Please come and join us on the 3rd 
Wednesday of the month (except August), 

you would be most welcome! 
 
 

 

Burnham Overy Staithe Walk  

grazing marsh, sea, dunes and beach  
 

Sun day 1 7th  May  

9.30 am 1.00 pm   

Walk Leader: Colin Blaxill  
 

A walk during May along the Norfolk coast is always 
exciting, with resident and passage migratory birds likely to 

keep us entertained. Starting along the sea wall, we will 
look over grazing marsh and explore the dunes and walk to 

the beach, returning back through the dunes. We will be 
looking for waders, ducks, raptors and a range of 
passerines. The sandy beach, popular in summer, 

depending on the weather but should hold a range of gulls 
and possibly different waders.  The dunes on the south side 
are grass and scrub with Holkham Pines to the east end. We 

will try to enter the pines, if time allows  . 
 

PARK & MEET: The Hard, East Harbour Way, Burnham Overy 
Staithe, PE31 8JF. The Quay Car Park is a free car park and should 

be tide-free during the walk | Grid reference: TF 845 443 | 
What3Words: mass.rainbow.laminate | GIS: Easting 584507, 

Northing 344378 

DISTANCE: approx 4 miles  

ACCESSIBILITY: The sea wall is a gravel path which is worn in 
places but generally easy level walking. The dunes are fine sand 
and are harder to negotiate. We will most likely scan the beach 
from the dunes then walk east along the southern edge towards 
Holkham. Sturdy footwear advisable and please come suitably 

dressed for the forecasted weather. 

FACILITIES: Refreshment stops at a café are not a formal part of 
this walk. However, for those interested, there is a pub at 

7ƨƖŰőċůШ§ƻĲƖǃШÉƣċŔƣőĲШћÑőĲШcĲƖŸќЮШÑőĲƖĲШċƖĲШċũƚŸШƓƨĤũŔĦШƣŸŔũĲƣƚШŔŰШ
nearby Burnham Market at Foundry Place car park, along with 
cafes and pubs. All are likely to be busy on a Sunday in May, so 
bringing your own refreshments is highly recommended! Please 

bring water and a light lunch.  

CLUB BADGES: The walk is outside  the club area so records 
ĦċŰќƣШcount towards club badges this time. 

 
 

Pigneys Wood and Dilham Canal Walk with Julian Thomas 

Saturday 13th June | 9:30am to 1:00pm 
 

*********  

Sea Palling Tern Colony Walk with Stella Baylis  

Saturday  4th July | times to be confirmed  
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The Big Sit | Saturday 9th May 

NENBCõs Annual Dawn to Dusk Static Bird Count  
 

cŸƽШůċŰǃШĤŔƖĬШƚƓĲĦŔĲƚШĦċŰШƽĲШƚĲĲШŉƖŸůШƣőĲШƚċůĲШƚƓŸƣШĬċƽŰШƣŸШĬƨƚťеШтШŢŸŔŰШƨƚШƣŸШǯŰĬШŸƨƣг  
 

We very much hope you can come along to give us a bit of support and join in the general 
excitement of the day. For those of you new to it, there is a bit of general info in the box 
below but basically we hang about in the same spot watching, listening and taking note of 
what is about. It is always a fun day out with the chance to chat during the slower periods, 
engage with the passing public and with the added bonus (at Felbrigg at least) of an events 
shelter if the weather is a little inclement! You absoluteũǃШĬŸŰќƣШŰĲĲĬШƣŸШĤĲШċШĤŔƖĬŔŰŊШĲǂƓĲƖƣШ
to take part and we would love to see you for all or some of the day. If you can make it down 
for dawn to either of the sites for the dawn chorus that would be great but if you just want to 
pop by at a more civilised hour then please do!  
 

[Ex7Åf]]ШÂ ÅuШƽŔƣőШÑƖĲƻŸƖШìŔũũŔċůƚШѼШƣőĲШŊċŰŊШ҇Ш?ċƽŰШыΡċůьШƣŸШ?ƨƚťШ҇Ш ĤŸƻĲШƣőĲШũċťĲШ
ŸŰШћÑőĲШìċƖƖĲŰќШƚŸШƽĲШőċƻĲШċШƻŔĲƽШŸŰƣŸШƣőĲШƽċƣĲƖЯШċĦƖŸƚƚШƣőĲШŊƖċƚƚũċŰĬЯШċШĤŔƣШŸŉШƣőĲШƽċƣĲƖШ
ůĲċĬŸƽШŔŰШƣőĲШƚĦŸƓĲƚШċŰĬШŸŉШĦŸƨƖƚĲШƣőĲШƣƖĲĲƚШċŰĬШƚťǃЮШfŉШċŰǃŸŰĲШŉċŰĦŔĲƚШċШƽċũťЯШƽĲШƽŔũũШċũƚŸШ
ĤĲШƖƨŰŰŔŰŊШċШůŸƖŰŔŰŊШƽċũťШŉƖŸůШƣőĲШƚŔƣĲШƚƣċƖƣŔŰŊШċƣШΦаΟΜċůШƽŔƣőШsŸőŰШÉƽċũũŸƽЮШfŉШƣőĲƖĲШ
ċƖĲШċŰǃШƣċťĲƖƚЯШƽĲШċƖĲШőċƓƓǃШƣŸШĬŸШċШũƨŰĦőƣŔůĲШоШĲċƖũǃШċŉƣĲƖŰŸŸŰШƽċũťШƣŸŸЮ 
 

7EEÉÑ§ Ш9§~~§ ШÂfxx7§ñШƽŔƣőШ[ƖċŰĦŔƚШ[ċƖƖŸƽШѼШƣőĲШŊċŰŊШ҇Ш?ċƽŰШыΡċůьШƨŰƣŔũШΝƓůШ
ыƓŸƚƚŔĤũǃШũŸŰŊĲƖШŔŉШƓũĲŰƣǃШŸŉШĤŔƖĬƚШċŰĬШŔƣќƚШŰŸƣШƣŸŸШĦŸũĬгьШ҇Ш ƣШÂŔũũрĤŸǂШcŔũũЯШƣŸƽċƖĬƚШƣőĲШƚŸƨƣőШŸŉШ
7ĲĲƚƣŸŰШ9ŸůůŸŰШċƚШƨƚƨċũЮШ]ƖŔĬШƖĲŉаШÑ]ΝΣΠΞΠΜШоШìΟìаШĲĬŊǃЮǃŸƨƖƚĲũŉЮƽŸũƻĲƚ 
 

 ŸƣШċĤũĲШƣŸШůċťĲШŔƣеШìőǃШŰŸƣШőċƻĲШǃŸƨƖШŸƽŰШ7ŔŊШÉŔƣШċƣШőŸůĲеШÑőĲШĲƻĲŰƣШĦŸŔŰĦŔĬĲƚШƽŔƣőШ
]ũŸĤċũШ7ŔƖĬШ?ċǃШѼШìŸƖũĬШ~ŔŊƖċƣŸƖǃШ7ŔƖĬШ?ċǃШċŰĬШƽĲШƽŔũũШůċťŔŰŊШċШĬŸŰċƣŔŸŰШƣŸШċШƽŸƖƣőǃШ
ŰċƣƨƖĲШĦċƨƚĲШĤċƚĲĬШŸŰШŰƨůĤĲƖШŸŉШƖĲĦŸƖĬƚШċĬĬĲĬШƣŸШŸƨƖШƽĲĤƚŔƣĲШĤǃШůĲůĤĲƖƚШŸƻĲƖШƣőĲШ
ƽĲĲťĲŰĬШƚŸШƓũĲċƚĲШŊĲƣШũŸŊŊŔŰŊг 

Page 15 



Page 16 

 

By Alan Stevens 
 
[ŸƖШƣőĲШũċƚƣШ E 79ШŔŰĬŸŸƖШůĲĲƣŔŰŊШŸŉШƣőĲШƚƓƖŔŰŊШƽŔƣőШőċĬШƣőĲШĦŸůƓċŰǃШŸŉШ ŰĬǃШ7ũŸŸůǯĲũĬШƣċũťŔŰŊШċĤŸƨƣШ
ÉƓŸŸŰĤŔũũƚЯШċŰĬШůŸƖĲШƚƓĲĦŔǯĦċũũǃШċĤŸƨƣШƣőĲШÉƓŸŸŰĤŔũũƚШċƣШcŸũťőċůШ ċƣŔŸŰċũШ ċƣƨƖĲШÅĲƚĲƖƻĲШƽőĲƖĲШőĲШŔƚШ
ÉĲŰŔŸƖШìċƖĬĲŰЮШ ŰĬǃШőċĬШƣőĲШŊŸŸĬШŉŸƖƣƨŰĲШƣŸШĤĲШĤŸƖŰШŸŰШƣőĲШĲƚƣċƣĲШƽőĲƖĲШőĲШőċƚШƚƓĲŰƣШőŔƚШũŔŉĲШƚƣƨĬǃŔŰŊШƣőĲШ
ŰċƣƨƖċũШőŔƚƣŸƖǃШŸŉШcŸũťőċůШċŰĬШƣőĲШƚƨƖƖŸƨŰĬŔŰŊШċƖĲċЮШcĲШŔƚШƣőĲШċƨƣőŸƖШŸŉШћ7ŔƖĬƚШŸŉШƣőĲШcŸũťőċůШ ƖĲċќШċŰĬШ
ћ ŸƖƣőШ ŸƖŉŸũťќƚШìŔũĬũŔŉĲќЯШőċƚШĦŸŰƣƖŔĤƨƣĲĬШƣŸШŸƖŰŔƣőŸũŸŊŔĦċũШƓƨĤũŔĦċŰƚШŔŰĦũƨĬŔŰŊШћÑőĲШ7ŔƖĬƚШŸŉШ ŸƖŉŸũťќЮШcŔƚШ
ƚƓĲĦŔċũШŔŰƣĲƖĲƚƣШŔŰШÉƓŸŸŰĤŔũũƚШũĲĬШőŔůШƣŸШŉŸƖůŔŰŊШƣőĲШÖuШÉƓŸŸŰĤŔũũШìŸƖťŔŰŊШ]ƖŸƨƓШċŰĬШőŔƚШőċƚШũĲĦƣƨƖĲĬШŸŰШƣőĲШ
ƚƓĲĦŔĲƚШŔŰƣĲƖŰċƣŔŸŰċũũǃЮ 

 
ŰĬǃШƚƣċƖƣĲĬШƽŔƣőШċШĤƖŔĲŉШũŸŸťШċƣШƣőĲШÉƓŸŸŰĤŔũũШĬĲƚĦƖŔĤŔŰŊШƣőĲШĤŔƖĬШŔŰШŊĲŰĲƖċũШƣĲƖůƚЯШĤǃШĦŸůƓċƖŔƚŸŰШƣŸШŸƣőĲƖШ

ƚƓĲĦŔĲƚШЯƽŔƣőШċШĦũŸƚĲƖШũŸŸťШċƣШƣőĲШĤĲċťЯШĲǂƓũċŔŰŔŰŊШƣőċƣШƣőĲǃШĦċŰШŉĲĲĬШƽŔƣőШƣőĲŔƖШőĲċĬШƚƨĤůĲƖŊĲĬШċŰĬШƣőċƣШƣőĲШ
ĤĲċťШőċƚШƚĲŰƚŸƖƚШċŰĬШċШћőŸŸťќШƣŸШċŔĬШĦċƣĦőŔŰŊШǯƚőЮ 

]ŔƻŔŰŊШƣőĲШƚƓĲĦŔĲƚШċŰШőŔƚƣŸƖŔĦċũШƓĲƖƚƓĲĦƣŔƻĲШ ŰĬǃШƚőŸƽĲĬШċШƚũŔĬĲШŸŉШƣőĲŔƖШĬŔƚƣƖŔĤƨƣŔŸŰШƓƖĲрΝΤΜΜШƽőĲŰЯШċƚШŉċƖШċƚШ
ƖĲĦŸƖĬƚШƚőŸƽЯШƣőĲƖĲШƽĲƖĲШΝΡШÖuШũŸĦċƣŔŸŰƚШƽőĲƖĲШƣőĲШĤŔƖĬƚШƽĲƖĲШƖĲĦŸƖĬĲĬШƽŔƣőШƣőĲШũċƚƣШŰĲƚƣШĤĲŔŰŊШŰŸƣĲĬШŔŰШ
ΝΣΣΥЮШfŰШEċƚƣШ ŰŊũŔċШƣőĲŔƖШƚƣƖŸŰŊőŸũĬƚШƽĲƖĲШŔŰШÑőĲШ[ĲŰƚШċŰĬШƣŸƽċƖĬƚШƣőĲШĲċƚƣШĦŸċƚƣШƽŔƣőШƖĲĦŸƖĬƚШŉƖŸůШƣőĲШ
9ũċǂƣŸŰШċŰĬШÅĲĲĬőċůШƽőĲƖĲШċШÉƓŸŸŰĤŔũũШƚƣŔũũШŉĲċƣƨƖĲƚШŔŰШƣőĲШƻŔũũċŊĲШƚŔŊŰЮШ~ƨĦőШŸŉШƣőĲШőŔƚƣŸƖŔĦċũШĬċƣċШĦŸůĲƚШ
ŉƖŸůШĦŸŰƣĲůƓŸƖċƖǃШĲƚƣċƣĲШƖĲĦŸƖĬƚШƽőŔĦőШƚċĬũǃШŸŰũǃШƖĲĦŸƖĬШőŸƽШůċŰǃШƽĲƖĲШƚőŸƣШŉŸƖШƣőĲШƣċĤũĲШŸƖШŉŸƖШƣőĲŔƖШ
ƓũƨůċŊĲШƣŸШĬĲĦŸƖċƣĲШőċƣƚЮШÑőĲƖĲШċƓƓĲċƖƚШƣŸШőċƻĲШċũƽċǃƚШĤĲĲŰШċŰШċĤŔĬŔŰŊШŔŰƣĲƖĲƚƣШŔŰШÉƓŸŸŰĤŔũũƚЯШƓĲƖőċƓƚШ
ĤĲĦċƨƚĲШƣőĲǃШċƖĲШũċƖŊĲШċŰĬШċƣƣƖċĦƣŔƻĲШĤŔƖĬƚШċŰĬШŸƨƖШƚƓĲċťĲƖШƚőŸƽĲĬШċШƚũŔĬĲШŸŉШŸũĬШƓƨĤũŔĦċƣŔŸŰƚШŉĲċƣƨƖŔŰŊШƣőĲůШ
ŔŰĦũƨĬŔŰŊШћÑőĲШcŸůĲШxŔŉĲШŸŉШƣőĲШÉƓŸŸŰĤŔũũќШŉƖŸůШΝΦΝΜЯШċШĦŸŸťĲƖǃШĤŸŸťШĬĲƚĦƖŔĤŔŰŊШċШÉƓŸŸŰĤŔũũШƖĲĦŔƓĲШċŰĬШċШ
ĦőƨƖĦőШƓĲƽШĲŰĬШƽŔƣőШŸŰĲШĦċƖƻĲĬШŔŰШƖĲũŔĲŉЮШ§ŰĲШŸŉШƣőĲШũċƚƣШĤŔƖĬƚШƽċƚШƚőŸƣШċƣШ7ƖĲǃĬŸŰШìċƣĲƖШŔŰШΝΥΜΜЮШ ŰĬǃШƖĲũċƣĲĬШ
ċШƣċũĲШċĤŸƨƣШċШĦċƚĲШŸŉШƣċǂŔĬĲƖůŔǍĲĬШÉƓŸŸŰĤŔũũƚШŔŰШċШƓƨĤШƽőŔĦőШfШƽŸŰќƣШƖĲũċƣĲШőĲƖĲШтШŢƨƚƣШċƚťШőŔůШŔŉШǃŸƨШĤƨůƓШŔŰƣŸШ
őŔůг 

cċƻŔŰŊШũŸŸťĲĬШċƣШƣőĲШÉƓŸŸŰĤŔũũƚШŸŉШƣőĲШƓċƚƣШ ŰĬǃШƣƨƖŰĲĬШƣŸШƣőŸƚĲШŸŉШƣŸĬċǃШċŰĬШcŸũťőċůШ  ÅЯШƣőĲШћůŸĬĲƖŰШ
őŸůĲќШŸŉШƣőĲШƚƓĲĦŔĲƚШƽőŔĦőШŔƚШƓċƖƣШŸƽŰĲĬШĤǃШƣőĲШcŸũťőċůШEƚƣċƣĲШċŰĬШƓċƖƣШĤǃШƣőĲШ9ƖŸƽŰЮШÑőĲШċƖĲċШƣőĲШĦŸũŸŰǃШ
ũŸĦċƣŔŸŰШŔƚШƓċƖƣШƖĲрĦũċŔůĲĬШůċƖƚőЯШċШĬĲĦŸǃШƽŸŸĬШċŰĬШċŰШfƖŸŰШ ŊĲШ[ŸƖƣЯШċũũШŸŉШƽőŔĦőШĦŸŰƣƖŔĤƨƣĲШƣŸШůċťŔŰŊШŔƣШ
ċƓƓĲċũŔŰŊШƣŸШƣőĲШÉƓŸŸŰĤŔũũƚШċŰĬШŸƣőĲƖШƚƓĲĦŔĲƚШĤƨƣШċũƚŸШƓƖĲƚĲŰƣШĦőċũũĲŰŊĲƚШƣŸШŔƣƚШůċŰċŊĲůĲŰƣЮШcĲШƖĲũċƣĲĬШ
ůċƣƣĲƖƚШċƖŸƨŰĬШƣƖĲĲШƓũċŰƣŔŰŊЯШƣőĲШƚċũƣШůċƖƚőШċŰĬШŊƖċǍŔŰŊЯШƣőĲШůċŰċŊĲůĲŰƣШŸŉШƽċƣĲƖШŸŰШƣőĲШƚŔƣĲШċŰĬШƣőĲШĤċĦťШ
ƚƣŸƖǃШŸŉШƣőĲШĦőċŰŰĲũШƚĲƖƻŔŰŊШƣőĲШΝΤƣőШĦĲŰƣƨƖǃШĬĲĦŸǃШ?ƨĦťШÂŸŰĬЮШÑőĲШƚŔƣĲШƽċƚШŸŰШƣőĲШ7ŔƖĬШ~ċƓШΝΦΣΤрΥΤШċŰĬШ ŰĬǃШ
ƚƓŸťĲШŸŉШƣőĲШƽŸƖťШƣőĲШƣőĲŰШ ċƣƨƖĲШ9ŸŰƚĲƖƻċŰĦǃШ9ŸƨŰĦŔũШĦċƖƖŔĲĬШŸƨƣШċũŸŰŊШƣőĲШũŔŰĲƚШŸŉШċШ?ƨƣĦőШůŸĬĲũШƓƖŸƻŔŰŊШ
ƣőċƣШƣőĲШůċŰċŊĲůĲŰƣШŸŉШƽċƣĲƖШũĲƻĲũƚШƖĲƚƨũƣƚШŔŰШĤŔƖĬШƚƓĲĦŔĲƚШůċťŔŰŊШƨƚĲШŸŉоƖĲƣƨƖŰŔŰŊШƣŸШċШũŸĦċƣŔŸŰЮ 

ŰĬǃШĲǂƓũċŔŰĲĬШƣőċƣШƣőĲШċƖĲċШƚƨǭĲƖĲĬШċШũŸŰŊШĲƖċШŸŉШŰĲŊũĲĦƣШċŰĬШĬĲĦũŔŰĲШƽŔƣőШƣőĲШƚŔƣĲШŉċũũŔŰŊШŔŰƣŸШċШƚƣċƣĲШŸŉШ
ĬŔƚƖĲƓċŔƖШŸƻĲƖШƓĲƖőċƓƚШċШĦĲŰƣƨƖǃЯШƣőĲШƽŸŸĬũċŰĬШƽŔƣőШŔƣќƚШƽŔũũŸƽШċŰĬШŸċťШĤĲĦŸůŔŰŊШƽĲƣЮШ ШƓũċŰШĤǃШEŰŊũŔƚőШ

Last Monthõs Evening Talk with Andy Bloomfield  

òThe Spoonbills  of Holkham National Nature Reserve ó 
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 ċƣƨƖĲШŔŰШΝΦΥΜШƣŸШƖĲůŸƻĲШƣőĲШƣƖĲĲƚШƣŸШƣőĲШĤĲŰĲǯƣШŸŉШ7ŔƣƣĲƖŰƚШƽċƚШũƨĦťŔũǃШŰŸƣШŉŸũũŸƽĲĬШƣőƖŸƨŊőШċŰĬШƣőĲШũŸĦċƣŔŸŰШ
őċƚШċƣƣƖċĦƣĲĬШƚĲƻĲƖċũШĤƖĲĲĬŔŰŊШƚƓĲĦŔĲƚЮШfƣШőċƚШĤĲĲŰШĦŸũŸŰŔƚĲĬШĤǃШ9ŸƖůŸƖċŰƣƚЯШŸŉШƽőŔĦőШƣőĲƖĲШċƖĲШůċŰǃЯШŉƖŸůШ
ΝΦΦΦЯШxŔƣƣũĲШEŊƖĲƣШΞΜΜΞЯШ ŸƖŉŸũťќƚШǯƖƚƣШĤƖĲĲĬŔŰŊШ]ƖĲċƣШìőŔƣĲШEŊƖĲƣШΞΜΝΣШċŰĬШ9ċƣƣũĲШEŊƖĲƣШŔŰШΞΜΝΦЮШ]ƖĲǃШcĲƖŸŰШċƖĲШ
ċũƚŸШƓƖĲƚĲŰƣЮШÑőĲШƚŔƣĲШŔƚШċƣƣƖċĦƣŔƻĲШċƚШŔƣШƓƖŸƻŔĬĲƚШƚőĲũƣĲƖШŉƖŸůШƣőĲШƽŔŰĬШċŰĬШŔƚШƚƨƖƖŸƨŰĬĲĬШĤǃШƽċƣĲƖШƚŸШƓƖŸƻŔĬŔŰŊШ
ƓƖŸƣĲĦƣŔŸŰШŉƖŸůШƓƖĲĬċƣŸƖƚШċŰĬШőƨůċŰоĬŸŊШĬŔƚƣƨƖĤċŰĦĲЮШÑőĲШŸƣőĲƖШůċŔŰШƓũƨƚШƓŸŔŰƣШŔƚШŸŉШĦŸƨƖƚĲШƣőĲШċƻċŔũċĤŔũŔƣǃШ
ŸŉШĲǂƣĲŰƚŔƻĲШŉĲĲĬŔŰŊШċƖĲċƚШŔŰШƣőĲШƚċũƣШůċƖƚőЮ 

ÑőĲШƚƨĦĦĲƚƚШŸŉШƣőĲШÉƓŸŸŰĤŔũũƚШċƣШcŸũťőċůШƽċƚШŔũũƨƚƣƖċƣĲĬШĤǃШ
ƚŔůƓũĲШĤċƖШŊƖċƓőЮШÑőĲШǯƖƚƣШƚƨůůĲƖŔŰŊШĦŸũŸŰǃШƽċƚШƖĲĦŸƖĬĲĬШŔŰШ
ΞΜΜΠЯШƣőĲШǯƖƚƣШĤƖĲĲĬŔŰŊШƚƨĦĦĲƚƚШĦċůĲШŔŰШΞΜΝΜШƽŔƣőШΣШƓċŔƖƚШ
ƽőŔĦőШŔŰШƣƨƖŰШőċƻĲШũĲĬШƣŸШċШůċǂŔůƨůШŰƨůĤĲƖШŸŉШƓċŔƖƚШċƣШΠΣШ
ыΞΜΞΟьЯШƽŔƣőШċШĤĲƚƣШƓƖŸĬƨĦƣŔƻŔƣǃШŸŉШΦΜШыċũƚŸШΞΜΞΟΜьШċŰĬШċШƣŸƣċũШŸŉШ
ǰĲĬŊĲĬШǃŸƨŰŊШŸŉШΤΠΥШĤĲƣƽĲĲŰШΞΜΝΜШċŰĬШΞΜΞΡЮШ ƚƚĲƚƚŔŰŊШƣőĲШ
ŰƨůĤĲƖƚШŔƚШċŔĬĲĬШƨƚŔŰŊШĬƖŸŰĲƚШƣŸШċƻŸŔĬШĬŔƚƣƨƖĤċŰĦĲЮШÑőĲШĦŸũŸŰǃШ
ŔƚШŰŸƽШĦŸŰƚŔĬĲƖĲĬШƣŸШĤĲШċƣШĦċƓċĦŔƣǃШċŰĬШŸƣőĲƖШĦŸũŸŰŔĲƚШċƖĲШ
ĤĲŔŰŊШŉŸƖůĲĬШċƚШċШƖĲƚƨũƣЮ 

ìĲШŰĲǂƣШƣƨƖŰĲĬШƣŸШƣőĲШũŔŉĲШċŰĬШƣŔůĲƚШŸŉШÉƓŸŸŰĤŔũũƚШċƣШcŸũťőċůЮШÑőĲШĲċƖũŔĲƚƣШċƖƖŔƻċũШĬċƣĲШƖĲĦŸƖĬĲĬШƚŸШŉċƖШŔƚШ
[ĲĤƖƨċƖǃШΝΜƣőШŉŸƖШƽőċƣШƽċƚШċũƽċǃƚШĦŸŰƚŔĬĲƖĲĬШƣŸШĤĲШċШƚƨůůĲƖШƻŔƚŔƣŸƖШċƓƓĲċƖŔŰŊШŔŰШũċƣĲШ ƓƖŔũо~ċǃЮШ7ŔƖĬƚШċƖĲШŰŸШ
ũŸŰŊĲƖШůŔŊƖċƣŔŰŊШċƚШŉċƖШċƚШ ŉƖŔĦċШƣŸШŸƻĲƖШƽŔŰƣĲƖШƽŔƣőШůċŰǃШĦőŸŸƚŔŰŊШƣŸШƚƣŸƓШŔŰШfĤĲƖŔċШċŰĬШƚŸůĲШĲƻĲŰШŔŰШƣőĲШÖuЮ 

ÉƓŸŸŰĤŔũũƚШĬŸШŰŸƣШůċƣĲШŉŸƖШũŔŉĲШċŰĬШƽőĲŰШƣőĲǃШǯƖƚƣШċƖƖŔƻĲШċƣШcŸũťőċůШƣőĲǃШƚƣċƖƣШƣŸШћċĬƻĲƖƣŔƚĲќШƣőĲůƚĲũƻĲƚШƣŸШ
ƓƖŸƚƓĲĦƣŔƻĲШůċƣĲƚШċŰĬШŉƖŸůШƣőŔƚШƓŸŔŰƣШŸŰШ ŰĬǃШŊċƻĲШċШƽŸŰĬĲƖŉƨũũǃШĬĲƣċŔũĲĬШċĦĦŸƨŰƣШŸŉШƣőĲŔƖШƖŔƣƨċũƚЯШůċƣŔŰŊШċŰĬШ
ĤƖĲĲĬŔŰŊШĤĲőċƻŔŸƨƖШċũũШŉƖŸůШőŔƚШǯƖƚƣőċŰĬШĲǂƓĲƖŔĲŰĦĲЮ 

ũũШŔũũƨƚƣƖċƣĲĬШƽŔƣőШőŔƚШŸƽŰШŔůċŊĲƚШ ŰĬǃШĬĲƚĦƖŔĤĲĬШƣőŔƚШ
ћċĬƻĲƖƣŔƚŔŰŊќШƽőŔĦőШƣċťĲƚШƓũċĦĲШŸŰШƣőĲШƣŸƓƚШŸŉШĤƨƚőĲƚШċŰĬШ
ƣƖĲĲƚЯШƣőĲŔƖШĦċũũƚШċŰĬШƣőĲШƓƖĲĲŰŔŰŊШŸŉШƣőĲŔƖШƚƓĲĦƣċĦƨũċƖШ
ƓũƨůĲƚЮШÑőƖĲċƣШĬŔƚƓũċǃƚШƽĲƖĲШĲǂƓũċŔŰĲĬШƽőŔĦőШĦċŰШũĲċĬŔŰŊШ
ƣŸШŉĲƖŸĦŔŸƨƚШǯŊőƣŔŰŊШĤĲƣƽĲĲŰШƖŔƻċũƚШƽŔƣőШƣőĲШћŰŔĦťќШŸŰШƣőĲŔƖШ
ĤĲċťƚШĦċƨƚŔŰŊШƚŔŊŰŔǯĦċŰƣШŔŰŢƨƖǃШċƚШƣőĲǃШƚůċƚőШƣőĲůШ
ƣŸŊĲƣőĲƖЮШÑőĲǃШċũƚŸШƚőŸƽШőŸƚƣŔũŔƣǃШƣŸШŰŸŰрĤƖĲĲĬŔŰŊШ
ÉƓŸŸŰĤŔũũƚШŸŉƣĲŰШĦċƨƚŔŰŊШőċƖůШĤǃШŊƖċĤĤŔŰŊШƣőĲŔƖШƨƓƓĲƖШũĲŊЮШ
ÑőĲǃШĲƕƨċũũǃШċƣƣċĦťШŸƣőĲƖШƚƓĲĦŔĲƚШċŰĬШċƓƓċƖĲŰƣũǃШƣőĲǃШ
ћőċƣĲќШxŔƣƣũĲШEŊƖĲƣƚШĤƨƣШƽŔũũШŰŸƣШĦőċũũĲŰŊĲШ]ƖĲċƣШìőŔƣĲƚШċƚШ
ƣőĲǃШċƖĲШŸƨƣШůċƣĦőĲĬШŸŰШƚŔǍĲЮШÂċŔƖШŉŸƖůċƣŔŸŰШƚĲĲƚШŉĲůċũĲƚШ
ĲŰŊċŊŔŰŊШŔŰШћőĲċĬрĤŸĤĤŔŰŊќШċŰĬШċŉƣĲƖШůċƣŔŰŊШƣőĲШƓċŔƖШћƖƨĤШ
ƚőŸƨũĬĲƖƚќШċŰĬШƓƖĲĲŰШĲċĦőШŸƣőĲƖЮШÑőĲŰШŔƣќƚШĬŸƽŰШƣŸШŰĲƚƣШ
ĤƨŔũĬŔŰŊШŸŉƣĲŰШĤċƚĲĬШŸŰШŸũĬШ9ŸƖůŸƖċŰƣШŰĲƚƣƚЯШŔŰƻŸũƻĲƚШ
ƚƣŔĦťШƚƣĲċũŔŰŊШŉƖŸůШŸƣőĲƖƚШċŰĬШƣőĲШƨƚĲШŸŉШŉƖĲƚőШƖĲĲĬƚЮ  

fŰĦƨĤċƣŔŸŰШŔƚШċƚǃŰĦőƖŸŰŸƨƚШŉƖŸůШċШĦũƨƣĦőШŸŉШċШůċǂŔůƨůШŸŉШ
ΠШĲŊŊƚШыĲũƚĲƽőĲƖĲШŔŰШEƨƖŸƓĲШƨƓШƣŸШΣШĲŊŊƚШŔƚШĦŸůůŸŰьЯШċŰĬШ
ŔƚШƨŰĬĲƖƣċťĲŰШĤǃШĤŸƣőШĤŔƖĬƚЯШƨƚƨċũũǃШůċũĲƚШĬƨƖŔŰŊШƣőĲШĬċǃШ
ċŰĬШŉĲůċũĲƚШċƣШŰŔŊőƣЮШ9őċŰŊĲШŸƻĲƖƚШŔŰƻŸũƻĲШŊƖĲĲƣŔŰŊШ
ĦĲƖĲůŸŰŔĲƚЯШĦċũũƚШċŰĬШĦƖĲƚƣШƖċŔƚŔŰŊЮ 

cċƣĦőŔŰŊШƣċťĲƚШƓũċĦĲШċŉƣĲƖШΞΞШƣŸШΟΝШĬċǃƚШƽŔƣőШċŰШċƻĲƖċŊĲШŸŉШ
ΞΤЮΟШċŰĬШƽĲШƚőŸƽŰШŔůċŊĲƚШŸŉШƓċƖĲŰƣШĤŔƖĬƚШƓƖŸƣĲĦƣŔŰŊШ
ǃŸƨŰŊШŉƖŸůШĤŸƣőШőĲċƣШċŰĬШƖċŔŰЮШ ШƚĲƕƨĲŰĦĲШŸŉШƚőŸƣƚШ
ƚőŸƽĲĬШĦũĲċƖũǃШĦőŔĦťШĬĲƻĲũŸƓůĲŰƣШŉƖŸůШΡШƣŸШΡΝШĬċǃƚШŸũĬШ
ċŰĬШŉĲĲĬŔŰŊШĤĲőċƻŔŸƨƖƚЮШ[ũĲĬŊŔŰŊШŸĦĦƨƖƚШĤĲƣƽĲĲŰШΟΝШċŰĬШ
ΠΞШĬċǃƚШƽŔƣőШċŰШċƻĲƖċŊĲШŸŉШΟΤШĬċǃƚЮШÂŸƚƣШǰĲĬŊŔŰŊШǰĲĬŊũŔŰŊШ
ĦƖĲĦőĲƚШĬĲƻĲũŸƓШċŰĬШǃŸƨŰŊШƖĲůċŔŰШĬĲƓĲŰĬĲŰƣШŸŰШƣőĲŔƖШ
ƓċƖĲŰƣƚШŉŸƖШċŰШĲǂƣĲŰĬĲĬШƓĲƖŔŸĬЯШĲƻĲŰШċŉƣĲƖШůŔŊƖċƣŔŰŊШƣŸШ
ìĲƚƣШ ŉƖŔĦċЮШ9ŸůĲШƣőĲШċƨƣƨůŰШǰŸĦťƚШŉŸƖůШƓƖŔŸƖШƣŸШ
ůŔŊƖċƣŔŸŰШĤƨƣШƣőĲШĬĲƚƣŔŰċƣŔŸŰШŸŉШƣőĲШÖuШƓŸƓƨũċƣŔŸŰШŔƚШƚƣŔũũШ
ƖĲƕƨŔƖŔŰŊШŔŰƻĲƚƣŔŊċƣŔŸŰШƣŸШĤĲШĦĲƖƣċŔŰШŸŉШũŸĦċƣŔŸŰƚЮШìŔƣőŸƨƣШƖŔŰŊŔŰŊШŸƖШŊĲŸрƣċŊŊŔŰŊШƣőŔƚШŔƚШŸĤƻŔŸƨƚũǃШĬŔǭŔĦƨũƣШĤƨƣШŔƚШ

Main advertising ritual

Maleôs display flight

Greeting ceremony and nest relief
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ƚŸůĲƣőŔŰŊШ?ƨƣĦőШƖĲƚĲċƖĦőĲƖƚШőċƻĲШőċĬШƚƨĦĦĲƚƚШƽŔƣőЮШ
~ƨĦőШőċƚШőŸƽĲƻĲƖШĤĲĲŰШũĲċƖŰƣШŉƖŸůШƣőĲШƚƣƨĬǃШŸŉШ9ŸũŸƨƖр
ƖŔŰŊĲĬШÉƓŸŸŰĤŔũ ШũƚШċƣШcŸũťőċůШċƚШĬĲƣċŔũĲĬШŔŰШƣőĲШƚũŔĬĲШ
ĤĲũŸƽШƖŔŊőƣЮШ 

ÑŸШĦŸŰĦũƨĬĲШ ŰĬǃШƣƨƖŰĲĬШċŰШĲǃĲШƣŸШƣőĲШŉƨƣƨƖĲШŸŉШcŸũťőċůШ
ċŰĬШƚċŉĲŊƨċƖĬŔŰŊШƣőĲШŉƖċŊŔũĲШĲŰƻŔƖŸŰůĲŰƣШƣőĲƖĲЮШÑőŔƚШ
ċũƖĲċĬǃШŔŰƻŸũƻĲƚШĬĲċũŔŰŊШƽŔƣőШƣőĲШĲǭĲĦƣШŸŉШ9ŸƖůŸƖċŰƣШћƓŸŸќЯШ
ůċŰċŊŔŰŊШƽċƣĲƖШũĲƻĲũƚШċŰĬШƣőĲШƓũċŰƣŔŰŊШŸŉШċШŰĲƽШƽŸŸĬШ
ƽőŔĦőШƽŔũũШőŸƓĲŉƨũũǃШƓƖŸƻŔĬĲШċШőŸůĲШŉŸƖШÉƓŸŸŰĤŔũũƚШċŰĬШ
ŸƣőĲƖШƚƓĲĦŔĲƚШċƚШƣőĲШƓƖĲƚĲŰƣШƽŸŸĬШƚũŸƽũǃШĬŔĲƚЯШċШ
ƚŔŊŰŔǯĦċŰƣШƨŰĬĲƖƣċťŔŰŊЮ 

ÑőĲШőċƓƓǃШŰĲƽƚШŉƖŸůШƣőŔƚШƣċũťШŔƚШƣőċƣШċŊċŔŰƚƣШċШĤċĦťĬƖŸƓШŸŉШ
ƣĲƖƖŔĤũĲШŰĲƽƚШċĤŸƨƣШƣőĲШŉċũũШŔŰШƚƓĲĦŔĲƚШŰƨůĤĲƖƚШÉƓŸŸŰĤŔũũƚШ
ċƖĲШċШÖuШƚƨĦĦĲƚƚШƽŔƣőШŰƨůĤĲƖƚШŸŉШĤƖĲĲĬŔŰŊШĤŔƖĬƚШċŰĬШƣőĲШ
ƣŸƣċũШƓŸƓƨũċƣŔŸŰШŔŰĦƖĲċƚŔŰŊШĲǂƓŸŰĲŰƣŔċũũǃШŉƖŸůШΞΜΝΜШƣŸШ
ƣŸĬċǃЮШìőĲƣőĲƖШƣőŔƚШŔƚШŔŰШƓċƖƣШĬƨĲШƣŸШĦũŔůċƣĲШĦőċŰŊĲШċŰĬШ
ĤŔƖĬƚШċƖĲШĲǂƓċŰĬŔŰŊШƣőĲŔƖШƖċŰŊĲЯШƽĲũũШƓĲƖőċƓƚШƚŸЯШĤƨƣШƣőĲǃШ
ċƖĲШĬŸŔŰŊШƽĲũũШŔŰШĲƚƣċĤũŔƚőŔŰŊШċШǯƖůШŉŸŸƣőŸũĬШŔŰШƣőĲШÖuШċŉƣĲƖШ
ċШũŸŰŊШċĤƚĲŰĦĲЮШ 

 

ШƖĲċũũǃШŊƖĲċƣШƣċũťШĤǃШċШũŸĦċũШŰċƣƨƖċũŔƚƣШƽŔũũŔŰŊШƣŸШƚőċƖĲШőŔƚШũŔŉĲũŸŰŊШŸĤƚĲƖƻċƣŔŸŰƚШƽŔƣőШőŔƚШċƨĬŔĲŰĦĲШċŰĬШ
ĲƚƓĲĦŔċũũǃШƣőŸƚĲШŸŉШƣőĲШÉƓŸŸŰĤŔũũƚШƽőŔĦőШĦũĲċƖũǃШőĲШŊƖĲċƣũǃШĦċƖĲƚШŉŸƖЮШfќůШƚƨƖĲШƣőċƣШůċŰǃШŸŉШƣőĲШůĲůĤĲƖƚШ
ƓƖĲƚĲŰƣШƽőŸШőċƻĲШŰŸƣШĤĲĲŰШƣŸШcŸũťőċůШŸŉШũċƣĲШůċǃШƽĲũũШƓċǃШċШƻŔƚŔƣШƣőŔƚШƚƨůůĲƖЮ  

A huge thank you to Frederic for coming to video the event ς link will be 

with those of you who have requested it in the next day or so. Thanks also 

to the NENBC refreshment team ς Hilary and Jane and the clearing up 

support from Sean and Colin ς you are all stars! 
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ìőċƣШċШƚƨĦĦĲƚƚгШ§ƨƖШĬŸƨĤũĲШƽċũťШċƣШ[ĲũĤƖŔŊŊШÂċƖťШũċƚƣШůŸŰƣőШƓƖŸƻĲĬШċШƖĲċũШőŔƣШƚŸШƽĲШĬĲĦŔĬĲĬШƣŸШůċťĲШŔƣШċШ
ƖĲŊƨũċƖШŉĲċƣƨƖĲЮШÑőĲШƖĲƚƨũƣШƣőŔƚШůŸŰƣőШƽċƚШċШĦŸůĤŔŰĲĬШƚƓĲĦŔĲƚШĦŸƨŰƣШŉŸƖШƣőĲШĲƚƣċƣĲШƽċũťШċŰĬШƣőĲШũċťĲШ
ũŸŸƓШƽċũťШċШŉċŰƣċƚƣŔĦШΡΠЮШÅĲċĬШċũũШċĤŸƨƣШƣőĲůШĤŸƣőШĤĲũŸƽШв 
 

An award, woods, lake and fields and a surprise reeling | by Dave Billham 
 

Well, it only went and happened again - after years 
of not achieving a total of 50 species for a Felbrigg 
club walk, we managed it for a second month 
running - and a few more!  

It was also the second time of having two 
simultaneous walks, though this time the second one 
started half an hour earlier to allow a little more time 
by the lake. As a bonus, although it was somewhat 
grey, it was warm and dry т shorts were in evidence; it 
was really feeling like the run-up to summer. Trevor 
was leading the walk with Carol sweeping up at the 
rear; in the absence of Nick, John Swallow was to 
lead the shorter walk. He had arrived early, which 
meant that he could be there for the presentation of a 
club bronze badge (for 100 species in the NENBC 
area), being awarded to Jonathan Anderson т well 
done Jonathan! Or rather, he got an envelope with his 
name on it, as the badge had been left at home - 
whoops! We also had Patrick from Mundesley, on his 
first club walk, amongst the 21 members present. 

The list started, as usual, in the car park, where we 
saw Carrion Crow , Woodpigeon , Rook, Jackdaw 
and Feral Pigeon, and were serenaded by Robin, 
Blue Tit, Great Tit, Goldfinch , Greenfinch  and 
Blackbird . After the normal briefing, we started by 
walking behind the house into the woods; a Pheasant 
calling was the first addition, before we heard both 
Blackcap  and Chiffchaff  in full song. We spent a 
while trying to find these two, but apart from brief 
views they remained elusive. Further into the woods 

Last Month õs Double Mid -Week  Wa lk  

Felbrigg Park | Wednesday 15th April  
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we heard first a Jay, then a Great Spotted 
Woodpecker  calling, along with the calls of a pair of 
Stock Dove from the treetops. Other singers were 
Nuthatch  and Wren, though again only brief views 
were obtained. We were alerted to a distant 
Common Buzzard, then it all went quiet for a while. A 
singing Mistle Thrush  on our lefthand side was next 
up, joined by a Song Thrush from our right; it was 
great to hear these two together, filling the peaceful 
woods with their mellow notes.  

 

Emerging onto the path leading to the water 
meadows, we spied a pair of Herring Gull  overhead, 
and, glowing white on the meadows in front of us, a 
pair of Mute Swan. As we got closer we could also 
see Mallard , Teal and Coot on the pools, and a single 
Magpie poking around in the grass. Linnet  were 
noted  on top of the gorse, and the call of Green 
Woodpecker  drifted up to us. As a Whitethroat  was 
heard singing, a Common Snipe  shot up from the 
reeds, completed a fast circle then dropped down to 
land in the adjacent meadow. At this point Carol 
caught me to ask if I had Treecreeper  on the list, as 
Jonathon, further back in the group, had spied one; I 
ĬŔĬŰќƣЯШƚŸШŔƣШƽċƚШċĬĬĲĬШŸŰЮШ ŰШĲǂƓũŸƚŔƻĲШĤƨƖƚƣШŸŉШƚŸŰŊШ
stopped us in our tracks; 9ĲƣƣŔќƚШìċƖĤũĲƖ. Despite 
much searching, it was not going to show itself; much 
more visible were a pair of Red Kite drifting overhead. 

Arriving at the wooden bridge across the beck, we 
saw a Grey Heron flying in, being mobbed by a 
Herring Gull. This was followed by another Snipe 
lifting up and flying off, though we could see nothing 
that might be disturbing them. At the lake we found 
some Long-tailed Tit  in the trees, and on the water 

were a pair of additions to the list in the 
shape of Gadwall  and Tufted 
Duck , along with further Mallard, 

Mute Swan and Coot, and a 
third flying Snipe. Walking along 
the dam wall Trevor found a few 
Early Purple Orchid; whilst we 

were admiring these a couple of members picked up 
the faint call of a Grasshopper Warbler , coming 
from the scrub in the meadow behind the dam. This 
was a super find, being a rare bird for Felbrigg; it was 
the first for a club walk. Carol reminded us of the 
incident on an NENBC Skywatch event a few years 
back, when her, Trevor and others thought they heard 
one of these distinctive calls in a hedgerow but which 
turned out to be a discarded, but still bleeping, 
electronic security tag from a shop! Our bird was 
calling consistently but faintly, and we spent a good 
while trying to see it, unfortunately with no joy, 
though we did have a few false alarms as the reeds 
and associated brambles did contain a few other 
flitting species. Following on from our March walk 
where we were accompanied by one of our UEA 
students who is researching the use of AI in birding 
for us, it was interesting that on this occasion, many 
of our members invoked Merlin and it was able to 
pick out the GrasshoppĲƖШìċƖĤũĲƖќƚШŉĲŔŰƣШĦċũũЮШ7ĲũŸƽШ
is ċШƚŸŰċŊƖċůШыŰŸƣШŉƖŸůШŸƨƖШƽċũťШĤƨƣШŉƖŸůШƣőĲШ ƓƓќƚШ
library courtesy of Arnoud B van den Berg). See what 
a distinctive and repetitive pattern it makes? 

cĲƖĲќƚШċШũŔŰťШƣŸШa 
call on the also very 
useful Xeno-Canto 
site: 
Common Grasshopper 
Warbler (Locustella 
naevia) :: xeno-canto 
 

When we had to move on, Roger decided to stay in 
the area for a while to try and find it. However, we had 
added Kestrel  and singing Skylark  to the list as we 
had searched for the Grasshopper Warbler. At this 
point two members of our group decided to make an 
early bid for the café, and left in the direction of the 
house. 

Carol had checked out some Wheatear the previous 
day, so the plan was to go to the fields above the lake 
to see if they were still present. On the way we found 
Pied Wagtail  and Red-legged Partridge, along with 
further Linnet and another Grey Heron. One member 
had seen what she thought could have been a pair of 
Shelduck flying in to land over a rise in front of us; 
when we got a view down the slope they turned out to 
be Egyptian Geese; a nice find. Two Mute Swan flew 
in, apparently not local birds; after a couple of 
circuits of the lake, obviously giving it a good look 
over, they decided to splash down. Arriving at the 
field, we initially could not spot any Wheatear ; 
eventually a single female was found, very, very 
distant in amongst the furrows. Without any real 
landmarks to guide others in, it took Trevor quite a bit 

https://xeno-canto.org/species/Locustella-naevia
https://xeno-canto.org/species/Locustella-naevia
https://xeno-canto.org/species/Locustella-naevia
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of time to get some of us onto it; even then others 
were still struggling. Eventually it moved along the 
field a little, before disappearing over the rise. 

At this point Roger caught up with us; he had not 
been able to see the Grasshopper Warbler and now 
had missed the Wheatear! He had, however, heard 
Chaffinch  which was added to the list. Mentioning 
that we had seen no hirundines elicited a response 
from Patrick that he had seen a single Swallow  whilst 
he had been waiting in the car park. This gave us 48 
species, but with our time almost up we had to head 
for the house. Three Starling  on the grass briefly 
raised hopes that we could achieve fifty, but it was 
not to be, so we had to settle for 49.  

 

Approaching the house we were looking for the 
second group, who should have been finishing at the 
same time as us, but there was no-one to be seen. 
cċƻŔŰŊШůŔƚƚĲĬШċШћĤŸƣőШŊƖŸƨƓƚќШƓőŸƣŸШƣőĲШƓƖĲƻŔŸƨƚШ

month, as some of the second group had decided to 
run for the café to beat the queue, Carol was hoping 
to obtain one this month. Her hopes were dashed; 
unlike the March walk, where some had left early for 
the café, this time they all had!  

 

We could see John in the queue, so Carol and I 
waited for him to come out into the courtyard so that 
ƽĲШĦŸƨũĬШĦŸůƓċƖĲШũŔƚƣƚЮШ]ŸŔŰŊШƣőƖŸƨŊőШsŸőŰќƚШ
notebook we found the following species that we had 
not seen: Dunnock , Reed Bunting, Cormorant , 
Collared Dove  and Moorhen . At which point Carol 
excitedly told us that she and the tail-enders had 
seen Moorhen down at the lake; our group had seen 
50 species  after all! Combining the two lists gave a 
grand total of 54, with which we were very happy. All 
in all, a smashing morning, complete with good 
weather, great company and a super bird. What more 
could you ask for?  

 

 

A slow and steady lake loop |  by John Swallow 

[ŸũũŸƽŔŰŊШƣőĲШƚƨĦĦĲƚƚШŸŉШũċƚƣШůŸŰƣőќƚШŔŰċƨŊƨƖċũШљÉőŸƖƣШìċũťњШwe decided to make this a regular feature of our 
walks program. Nick was away so I volunteered to guide the group and my first tasks were to log everyone in (a 
total of 9 including me and one of our youngest recruits in her pushchair bringing down our average age a bit!) 
and go through a brief health and safety ƖĲůŔŰĬĲƖЮШ ŉƣĲƖШċШƚőŸƖƣШĬŔƚĦƨƚƚŔŸŰШŔƣШƽċƚШĬĲĦŔĬĲĬШƣőċƣШƣőĲШљÉőĲũƣĲƖШ
7ĲũƣњШċŰĬШÉĦċƖƖŸƽШ7ĲĦťШƽċƣĲƖШůĲċĬŸƽƚШƽŸƨũĬШĤĲШŊŸŸĬШƓũċĦĲs to look for spring 
migrants before checking Felbrigg Lake so we left the NT car park a little after 
09.30.  

We set off at a nice gentle pace allowing everyone time to enjoy the views as 
we walked past Felbrigg Hall. The fields had many ewes (at least 95 from 
the inelegant numbers on their sides) with their newly born lambs 
chasing around. As we descended into the woodland we heard many 
calling Nuthatch , and we had super views of a couple of Long-tailed Tit  
carrying nest material into bramble scrub. It was very noticeable that 
most if not all birds were actively engaged in the new breeding season 
either singing, feeding, carrying nest material or all three! It is always a 
pleasure to witness the onset of a new breeding season and the 
boundless energy of wildlife at this time of year. Our attention was drawn 
by the familiar sound of a singing Blackcap  and while listening the group 
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latched onto at first one, then two Treecreepers doing what, 
well, what Treecreepers do, searching the bark and moss 
along the gnarled limbs of an old Oak.  

The sound of a singing Mistle Thrush , which had been feint, 
became louder as we walked towards Scarrow Beck water 
meadows and everyone was able to hear the bird well with a 
second bird spotted in a nearby tree. This was quickly followed 
by views of a nice male Kestrel , a Buzzard and Grey Heron 
overhead. Everyone chipped in with sightings, first a Red Kite gliding 
by, the whoop whoop call of a nearby Stock Dove then a lively party of 
Greenfinch  with songs and called continuously monitored using the 
Merlin App. 

ìĲШĦŸƨũĬŰќƣШũŸĦċƣĲШċŰǃШőŸƓĲĬШÉŰŔƓĲШċƣШƣőĲШĤċƚĲШŸŉШÉĦċƖƖŸƽШ7ĲĦťШ
but we did encounter a LOUD 9ĲƣƣŔќƚШìċƖĤũĲƖ, followed by quiet 
Mute Swans, Teal, and Moorhen . A scan across Felbrigg Pond 
produced Coot , Gadwall and Tufted Duck  plus a Cormorant  too. 

With 11-o-clock approaching I suggested we turn away from the 
ƓŸŰĬШċŰĬШőĲċĬШŉŸƖШƣőĲШ ÑШĦċŉĳШċŰĬШcċũũЮШcċũŉШƽċǃШљcŸůĲњШƽĲШ
ŰŸƣŔĦĲĬШƣőĲШљLŸŰŊШìċũťШ]ƖŸƨƓњШƣŸШŸƨƖШƖŔŊőƣЯШ
some 750m away. While we are not 
competitive an early arrival at the 
coffee queue seemed like a good 
idea so we engaged afterburners, 
picked up the pace and came in 
ahead of the other group. We 
had had a very enjoyable stroll, 
logged 44 species and I really 
enjoyed being a part of this 
group with plenty of time to 
appreciate what we were seeing 
and hearing.  
Photos from that week at Felbrigg Park 
courtesy of Ken Thornton: Tufted Duck, 
Nuthatch, Mute Swan, Cormorant 

 

I n the café  afterwards  .... 

turns out the ôslow and 

steadyõ group were quite 

speedy after all!  
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cĲƖĲќƚШċШŊƖĲċƣШƚĲƖŔĲƚШŸŉШƓŔĦƚШ
from Felbrigg Park last month  
taken by Lower Gresham 
residents Chris and Gar y вЮЮ 

It looks like this Red Kite 
plucked a fish (or part 

thereof!) from the lake.  
















































