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Chair 0 orner

By John Swallow
You may have noticed on our website the following: observe breeding information, which is best obtained at

BN6 WWOUWGYGeac qRYUWYNWNe | d A0 ¥ a5 yIth FETeNigos/faecay R deg e 1

declined and we need to give this species as much young etc, there is no need to locate the nest!) then this

space as possible. Therefore, we will no longer be would be very valuable.

publishing sightings of Turtle Dove in the Club Area | was asked at the meeting if this additional caution
during the breeding season (April to August). Please should apply to other species and | said the same

send records directly to the Club Recorder Andy caution should also be applied when observing Dartford
Clarke (ac1967@cantab.net), who will ensure they Warbler, Nightjar and Woodlark and we magend news

cl DWGet + T WagVYWAEA7 We UT W7 N ®idrese species too at a later date.
While there will be a more complete explanation of our The Club has always had ideas on how the club website

decision in nextmY U q Geivsletter by our Recorder, could be further developed, including some as a result
Andy Clarke, | thought you would like to hear from me  of great feedback from our members, and this month
too. | paraphrase here what | said at our last indoor the team over at Bird.Club have been busy

meeting of the spring on Thursday 30th April. implementing some excellent upgradeswhich are

T WG ¢ 2 1IW -V ONEGsIWE &gt WR O WRERDYPEraianal (ses pagedine maeipews on this)

both a blessing (great for birding) and a curse (attract !N @ddition, behind the scenes there isa possible way to
lots of visitors). They are so well known that they have N€lp manage sightings of sensitive speciesCarol has

appeared in many books on where to watch birds in begu_n testing the new softwareon this but more time is
Norfolk. They are also heavily used byembers of the ~ 'eéquired before we can change the system we are
public from a nearby holiday park, often with dogs, purrently requesting. However, we hope to be able to
walkers and even steam railway enthusiasts. It is implement and announce changes to help everyone in

unrealistic to ask that people no longer visit these sites. the coming months.

. *hkhkkkkkkhkkkhkkhkkkhkkkhkhkhkhkkhhhhkkkhkhkhkkkhkkkhkhkhkhkikikkx
However, we felt that now was the time to reduce

pressure by asking for a period of quiet both inthe news f WIT YUk qWt OYs We AYea qll! Ya WHz2 «
and, where possible, infootfall. This brings NENBCinto NY YT Wt Gl RUNIOWF gkt Wedsc! t L
line with otherlocal bird clubs, BTO and Birdguides etc. Chiffchaff then follow this with Blackcap, Sedge

This does not mean we cannot visit but we should icl AOGWI dWi 6RqUIq6 1 Y¢é a WIJagH L
consider making fewer visits andas always follow the smattering of Ring Ouzel and Yellow Wagtail. bding
Birdwatchers Code(andthe ¢ a2 | IJWA 6 Y q Y N thé sHditiwalkatFdlbriggPark last monthwas a

Code of Practice) and set a good example to other pleasure as we took our time to listen for early migrants.
users. Hearing my first Cuckoo along DilhanCanal on 24"
When NENBC was formed it was in part to help promote APrl made my day but | missed the Mandarin Duck!

the dissemination of bird news across a wider Another highlight for me was a singing Lesser
community. We will still continue to do this! We still Whitethroat, Whinchat and a flyby Greenshank with
would like your records from these sites but news will  Phil and Russelon Weybourne beach a few days ago.
be pended.While just presence is useful if you can Good birding

Five key principles to remember

1. Put birds firstq¢ Avoid disturbing birds, their nests, and their habitats. Keep a respectful distance and use
binoculars or a telescope to enjoy close views without causing distress.

2. Respect the countryside and other peoptgFollow the Countryside Code, keep to paths where required, and
show courtesy to landowners, farmers and other visitors.

3. Be an ambassador for birdwatchingSet a good example through considerate behaviour, accurate recording
sharing your enthusiasm responsibly.

4. Share records responsiblySubmit your sighting® the NENBC website, unless we have specifically asked yg
send direct to Andy for sensitivity reasons, and they will additionally be submitted to ther&itavebsite.
Accurate records help protect birds and build understanding of population trends.

5. Think before you share news of rare bird<Consider the welfare of the bird, local residents, and the potential
disturbance, especially during the breeding season. If in doubt, report the sighting quietly and through offici
channels.
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A Note from the Editor

By Carol Thornton

Welcome to our new member s

Welcome to our May newsletter ! :
o0 we look forward to seeing you soon!

Sadly we have reached the end of our 2025/202
indoor season with oulast very interesting talk * Bill Clarke * Richard Petley *

on Spoonbills at Holkhatast week but no * Andre w Bloomfield * Lousie Turner * David Spencer *
worries, we will be back again in September! | If you have any queries, just drop us an email
AYAOGAlLffe GK2dAKG L 6Faywu azayd uz 0> rot > uz 8
0KS S@Syid IyR Ay Y& 0aSyOS ¢S ¢g2dAZ RyQi oS lFot$S
we decided not to reinstate the Zoom option as our speaker Andy Bloomfield had asked club member Frederic
Landes to video the presentationtdéeric has kinly made his video available to us on YouTube. Those of you wl
KF&S It NBFRe NBljdzSadSR GKS fAy1> L ¢gAftt 3ISH AG 2d
AGT LX SIFaS 3Sh Kafceds gidmdaadbyouwill orfigsallexd acdess it RithdBe/link | send. Many
thanks Frederig really interesting to do something different.

All the info on our other upcoming events are includeain page 14includingthe annuaBig Sit TOMORROW
SATURDAY 9 FROM DAWN! Do come and join us at Felbrigg Park or Beeston Consmdmopefully catch up
with you soon.

Oh my goodnessthe BirdClub team have been working flat out with a raft of changes to thieimationally used
website platform of which our club website is pafthere is a lot more info on thehangesrom page40but | just
OFyQié 1SSL) dzLJ ¢A0GK GKSY it a2 Ay 2NRSNI G2 3Sd ¢k
LiJdzi + fAGGES Y2NB RSGFAT 2y |yeé &dzoaSljdsSyid OKIFy3S
off are around ehanced species info pages and easier filtering of records. Since writing that, we additionally h:
renaming of Calendar to Eventle ability to download a pdf of upcoming club eveptas the list of species shown
under "What you might see" on each location page has been redesigned. Instead of a taxonomic list, it now st
birds that are genuinely worth looking out for.

| hope you have all been making the most of the season and the weather to get out birding. | am particularly h
this month as both me and husband Ken have eventually secured our InlandGrgesr Badges, awarded for
seeing 125 species in the club akgalking out from home without the use of motorised transpQitilURRAH! It has
ridiculously taken us over 5 years and although we mostly bird together, we have both been on 124 for a while
GAUK | /dz0122 FYR YSY 6A0KgR (ARRRY®RNI ®2 C& NI dizy tzd $
t I N] fFrad ¢SS1x OGKIG 320 dzda 020K 20SNJ GKS fAySo 2
up! We have really enjoyed the challenge and would encourage any of you to havesagpage43.

52y Q0 F2NHSO Jode ofithe eadibstways B helpahe en@ibnménytietting wildflowers like daisies,
dandelions and clovers growstead of cutting your lawns, and you can read all abobére.

TheW ¢ K NP dz3 topid-fortheSrgni Q
coverof birds seerastY 2 y (i K birdd: &
SEKAOAGAY3I 06 NEBnRthey 3
top left ¢Sandmartin (Richard Farrowy)
Carrion Crow (Mark Clemes)t Song
Thrush(Ken hornton, Steve & Barbara
Lines) Collared Dove (Mark Clemie)

Great Tit (Alan Stevenes)/hitethroat

(Mark Clements)ForMay, our theme will
be Yuvenile<xso0 get clicking!

Right ismy favourite member photofrom
Apriz aSf SOGSR FNRY
make it on toour monthly NENBC Bird
Highlights section of the more unusual
species.. this lovely reflecting Mute Swan

is fromDoug Cullern



https://www.plantlife.org.uk/campaigns/nomowmay/

NENBC Bird Highlights o April 202 6

By Carol Thornton

members unless otherwise stated. No use of Al to help species were added in  April

All records are from the NENBC website and submitted by[ a 12,158 individual records covering 165 bird ]
collate this report this month!

April 2026 |Spring migrants are usually the key feature of birdirgf this time of year though the weather exerts
a strong influence on which species are seen, and in what numberkey Highlightsfrom Aprilwere: the final few

Brent Geese and singleWhite -fronts ; a pair of Mandarin ; the last of the winterGolden Plovers; a single Jack

Snipe; passing Whimbrel and Common Sandpiper; offshore Mediterranean Gulls, a single immature
Glaucous Gull; Sandwich Tern plus a fewCommon Tern and Arctic Tern; White Storks on two dates, migrant

Ospreys on two dates, 3 Peregrine eggs hatched at Cromer a Hoopoe; Sand Martins along the cliffs,

Swallows and a fewHouse Martins have been passing Willow Warbler , Sedge Warbler and Reed Warbler

have all arrived plusWhitethroat, Lesser Whitethroat and Grasshopper Warbler; up to 3 Ring Ouzel,

Redstarts and a couple of Whinchat; a good passage ofYellow Wagtails ; Tree Pipits on 4 dates and a
ARHG ¢ | T Kehdihdvirs RBer tillerdetails below.

Brent Goose | Singlefigure records throughout the month
from Weybourne and Sheringham with the largest count a
single flock of 45 east on 16

Barnacle Goose | Just two reports, 22 east at West
Runton on 18 and 8 there, again east, on 24

White -fronted Goose | One west at Weybourne ori's
with Greylags and a single east calling there of.. 10

Mandarin Duck |  Mandarins were reported on 10 dates =
in April across 3 locations around North Walsham. The firsi==
record was of a pair at Felmingham ori"lahd at Spa
Common on the same day there were 3, a pair and a secok
male. Subsequent reports through to the'2®ere of a pair |

singles specified mal€hoto 1 courtesy of Stu Buck

Velvet Scoter | A single male was reported west at Cromegmis ‘
Lighthouse & East Cliffs ot @nd subsequently speed ;
checked past Weybourne 10 minutes later.

Goosander | One east and 4 west off Weybourne oi.2

Grey Partridge |  Fourteen records over 10 dates frorif 3 £
to 30" of mostly two birds from Weybourne and West
Runton on the coast and Kelling Heath and Bodham inland
Photo 2 courtesy of David Griffiths

Cuckoo | The first Cuckoo of the year was reported near
Stratton Strawless in the south of our area or"'17
Subsequent records were froibyon 18", both the River
Bure path and Dilham Canal on24nd from the latter
location again on 25,

Crane | On the &' a single was slowly drifting west from

Beeston Bump and then along Sheringham Cliffs and 4 fle
low over the lake at Felbrigg Park before turning and headi
west.Photo 3 courtesy of Andrew Crossley



Avocet | There were 2 west at Sheringham odif 8nd a pair
east Weybourne on 23

Grey Plover | Fou west at Weybourne ona single west
at Cromer on 23.

Whimbrel | Most of the30 records over 15 dates weoé 5
or less birdand were all athe coast both east and west
High counts werd 2 east at Weybourne on 2313 west
there on 29" and 2 west / 12 east on 37 At Cromer
Lighthouse & East Cliffs a single was on the beheh east
with a further 3 also ast,with a Bartailed Godwit on 11.
Photo 4 codesy of Trevor Wikims

Bar -tailed Godwit | Thegodwiteastat Cromer o 11
was in near summer plumag@&e a wirter birds was on the
beach there 1. Mostof the 11records wereof singles but a
flock of 16 flew into West Runton from the west or°ind
landed in the padddg with 4 east past Wibourne on 28
and 7 flew onto the airfield at Weybourne Camp orf'26
Photo 5 ourtesy ofMark Clements

Knot | A single west at Weybourne on2a&nd one west at
Cromer Lighthouse & East Cliffs or'25

Jack Snipe | Justone recordof a singldrom the scrape at
Weybourne Camp on 28

Common Sandpiper | Two birds were reported at Dilhangs
Canal on 28 near the Mandarin. All other records were of
singlesat Felbrigg Park on ¥6 229 and 25", Beeston Rgis
on 24" and 30", Selbrigg Pond on ?5lusBlickling Park on
25" and 27". Photo 6 courtesy of Ken Thornton

Kittiwake | The high count was 29 west and 1 east from
Sheringham on"® with all other records beig singlefigure
countswith reportsfrom 2"9to 7" and then no further
sightings until 28 and 29". Sightings we= from Weybourne,
West Runton, Cromer Lighthouse & East Cliffs andoBact

Mediterranean Gull | Over 50 reports this month from
10 coastalocatiors plus Kelling Heath. Predominantly sirgle
figure counts withup to 45westduringseawathesat
Weybourneon 12" with 10 there on 18, 36 on 18
(including 6 which flew inland), 14 east ori"ahdup to 15
on 25". Where age was mentioned, all were reported as
adults.Photo 7 courtesy of Mark Clements

Glaucous Gull | A second calendar year bird was first
reported on the groynes at WesuRton on 16" with
numerous reports opresumablythe same birdhereabouts
the following dayPhoto 8 courtesy of Mark Clements

Caspian Gull | Just one record of & @perb 2CY (end of
1W) bird drifting west along cliffs, showing gleaming white
base to tail, smart secondary band and clean pale underwi
G Fd gSadtdwdzyidzy 2y o

Sandwich Tern | Over 50reports in April from almg our
coast betweenNeybourne and Cromer Lighthouse & East
Cliffs. The high count was 9&l(east / 35 west) off
Weybourne on 12 during a seawatch.




Arctic Tern | A singlecame from south inland and carried
on north out to sea higlat West Runton on Z1and 8 were
on a buoythere on 24" before lifting off and heading north
east.

Arctic Skua | Asingle flew west at Sheringham on'28

Red-throated Diver | More than 40 reordsof 1-4 birds
from the coastal loationsduring seawatcheswith a
maxmum of 16 from one at Sheringham off 2Mlost birds
were mobile, with &ew dropping down to the sea afarious
points.

Great Northern Diver | A single east past Sheringham o
2" and on the 2%, a sngleeastpast both Weybourne and
West RuntonPhos9 courtesy oMark Clements

Fulmar | More than 50 recordén small numbers
throughout the month often referred to as local birds.
Observations ofip to 13 occupiechest sitesat the cliff
colony betweerEast Runton an@romer Phob 10 courtesy
of Mark Clements

White Stork | On the 3, two birds were reported high eas
from Sheringham and Weybourne and ori"2further

reports of asingleover Shemgham, West Runton,
Muckleburgh Hill and Weybournhoto 11 courtesy of Ollie
Allison

Shag | Two birds were observed ah&ingham on 1% and
16" on the groyne mekers with further reports ogingles on
19" alsoat Sheringham and 2Tat West Runton.

Spoonbill | A singlewest offshore on 19 and one west at
WeybourneCamp on 2.

Great White Egret | Singles west offshore at East Runto
on 6" and Weybourne on 1%5and 17" with 2 obsered there | 11

on 27". Also, a single wdwiefly around a garden pond inn

Gresham on 18, X
Osprey | One individual suth overa membef gardenin

Holt mobbed by gu#i on 14" plus one west over Muckleburgt

Hill on 17. Photo12 courtesy of David Griffis

Goshawk | Records of singles fror8elbrigg Pond on%
and 28", Holt on 6" and SwantonNovers or2™ (a displaying
male)and 7" with 3 there on 1@, two males and a third bird
with misshg primaries on one wing.

Pallid Harrier | A Third Party Reportf@n ault male seen
heading easat Weybourne Campand later seen passing
Sheringhan{0820) West Runton (0835) and Overstrand
(0845)

Little Owl | A single bird observedn numerous dates
between11™ and 27" in the Camp buildingat Weybome,
with two there on &'. Additionally, a very webme first
sighting of the year atelbrigg Park on 20¢ they used to be
so regulamhere.Photo13 courtesy ofAndrew Crossley

Hoopoe | AThird Party Reord of an individual pesent for
about 2 hours in private gardén Sheringhanon 8", but
then not relocated.




Kingfisher | A pair were reported at Gimingham off @&nd 11" on the fishing lakes.
Hobby | Thefirst Hobby of the year was reported from DeadnQd 2 22 RX 2 S@ 06 2'dzNy' S / £

Peregrine | Further information @ the CromerChurchbirds, their 3 hatched youngsteind various intruder
Peregrinesrom page32. Elsewheg, singleswere reported at Weybournen 4", 14" and 19" hunting offshore At
West Runtorthere was a malen 9" and a juvenile astthere on 24" was reported tdook like the bird thathas
beenhanging around Cromavith amissing primary on wip At Southrepps Common on'1,4 29 calendar year
bird whichlooked unringed was observed in encounters with Skylarks, Swallows and hares.

Raven | Reports of 2 birds at Sithrepps Common onsland calling there on 27", Plumsteadalso on #,
Letheringsett & Ford on7plusWeybourne Cliff¢calling)and Weyor Gardens (Kellingn 16".

Marsh Tit | Just 5 records of this seemingly declining species. Singles at Bacton WodtdHighdKelling on8
and Mannington Hall park on 29with 2 birds reportedhere on 8" and also at Brinton on'6 Four of the Secords
were of birds on feeders.

Woodlark | Nearly 50 records throughut the month fromfour locations some ofwhich includesuitable
breeding habitats. Birds were observdi$playing and heard singing. At least 6 were reported at one site.

Willow Warbler | The first record of the year vere on the & from Beeston Common and Bymand Cawston
Heath and were subsequently repat on a furtherl6 dateshroughout the monthfrom another 14 sitesThere
was lots of singing reported and one lucky membenl habird bathing in theigarden pond in Beeston Regis ori'17

Grasshopper Warbler | The highlight of the club walk at Felbrigg Pamkloe 15" was the short occasionabut
distinctive reeling of a Gsshopper Warblefrom sedgebelowthe dam wall. See the walk repash pagel4 for
more detail. Otler reports werefrom Dilhan Canal on ZLand Weybourne on 2%

Lesser Whitethro at| The first reordof the yearwas from Beeston Regis on"&ith reports or the est of the
month from 14 other sites. Weybone and the Beeston area had timeost reportsand are #éso wdl-watched.
Althoughmostly singles, Birds were repated from Ingworth on 23, Sheringham Cliffs on 24ind the Beeston
areas on 2% and 24".

Dartford Warbler | Up to 2 birds reported between"2and 27" from their welkknownstronghold in our area.

Firecrest | Nearly 30 recads throughout tle month from Aylmerton Cromer High Kelling, Pretty Corner Wood
Selbrigg Pod, Sheringham Paind the Weybourne area.
Where a count was recorded, all weragles except for at
Selbrigg Pond on®Bwhen 2 were reported.

Ring Ouzel | Of the 44 records this month, only Cawston
Heath represents anywhere significantly inland. Reports frg
the coastal belt and surrounding areisoughout the :
month, predominantly singles, but with 2 at West Runton o
gt Kellig Heath on 18, Happisbugh on 239, Weybourne
on 26" plus 3 @ Southrepps Common oh7™". Photo14
courtesy oMick Reébane

Nightingale | Briefly h scrub east of beach car park entraratéNVeybourne on 20. The bird wa reported as
not beingin full song, but a few glorious notes to announce presencé @

Black Redstart | Singles were at West Runton ofi &nd
Felbrigg ark on the same datheringhancCliffs on 14 and
Weybourne on 29.

Redstart | Singlemales at Weybourne Camp off,7
Sheringham cemetery on fland Weybourne camp on 29
with a female reported there on 13

Whinchat | First recordof the year wasn the paddock at
West Runton or26™, with reports of a male at Weybourne
on 29,

Wheatear | A fantastic 140 odd records this month from 1% R
locations throughout the math. Coastal higleounts were up to 13 at West Runton on&nd8 at Weybourne on
13" with inland, 7 at Felagg Park on 14. Photo15 courtesy ofAndrew Crossley



Tree Sparrow | A Thid Party Report of a intering bird
stillin private garderwas received on's

Yellow Wagtail | the haspot was west Runton from the

and a steady passage of 11 west there off.1Bther sites
that reportedthis passing specid¢ast month were
Weybourneand Beeston Bumpvith just Happisburgh the
only other site that recorded a bird landing, albeit briefly,
239, Photo16 courtesy ofSteven & Barbara Lies

Grey Wagtail | reported from 14 predominamg inland
locations throughout the month. Mostly of singles buttivia
pair at Selbrigg Pond ori¥32 west at West Riton on 17", 2
on the pond at Mannington Hall Park on"22and 2 at
Itteringhamon 30". Photo17 courtesy oMark Clenents

Richard's Pipit | A alling birdwaswest along cliffst
west Runton on 3 and a sund recording confirms
identificationalthough the poster says theall pretty
diagnostic anywaySonogrammage 18 courtesy of Andy
Clarke

Tree Pipit | All records are of singles and came from
Beeston Bump on'@and 12", Weybourne on 1%, West
Runton on 18 and East Runton & Thains Lae14".
Brambling | Asingle on a roadside tree at Wets Runton Gl 3 A W ,‘{
anda minimum of3 at SheringhaniPark on 18 with 2, ; A O P W IR T b
including a male, reported there the following day.

! mw"ll‘ \[ u
i ip 33&, mi

Twite | Ten were vest overhead calling at Weybourne ofi.3

Lesser Redpoll | Up to 5 birds were reported at Kelling Heath at the beginning of the month witrBéexton
Bumpon 15" and 2 at Holt on 20.

Corn Bunting | A sinde was @lling and singing from fence and grassy tussocks on coastal footpath to the we
the scrapeat Weybourne Camp ortbefore flying inland.

May : Wh at to |l ook forward @@I QI
y (e

May is really the last real month of spring migration and can be one of the maanazing but what does 2026
hold for us?This time last year some lucky folk were treated to views of Booted Eagle, Purple Heron, Redked
Shrike, Common Rosefinch and Marsh Warblebut there were some dreadfully low numbers of what are
normally common migrants. Wheatears for example were very thin on the ground last spring but seem to b
having a bit of a resurgence this year if number of records on o
website thus far are an indication. May is often a good month tc
spend time stationary watching from a vantage point on you
local patch and scan the skies, the fields and the trees, (think of
it as a mini Big Sit), with the potential of the birds coming to you
Hoopoe and Redrumped Swallow have already been reported
locally and someone will hear and see a sublime Golden Oriole
or a Beeeater. It could be you ! '

If you look at theWordsearch onpage 371 LLI!Il ¥ee wWhat a great -
collection of birds we had turn up lastMay, so you never know £
what you might be lucky enough to catch up with!

Library photoHoopoe courtesy of John Hayvard

Page8



Observations from | ast mo nt Menter Extral

H
Just a reminder to folk logging ringed birds on our website. Although we send our data off en masse to the S
county recorder through BirdTrack uploads, we dondét direfgt
projects dthat needs to be down to you if you have a sighting. Project coordinators love to get data on their birds o after

all, that is the reason for ringing them - so here is a reminder on how to do it from Chris Lamsdell:
oPl ease report your <col our r i roglinaboir whidhscantb®founditteough éhe EWCalaut  pr p j
Ring website https://cr _-birding.org/ . Locally ringed Turnstones stones (red flag three letters starting JAA), Black -
headed Gulls (red rings starting 2C00) and Marsh Tit (white rings 00 -99) can be reported through
https://iceni.shinyapps.io/sightings/ __ Metal only rings can be report to the BTO
https://app.bto.org/euring/lang/pages/rings.jsp 0

23/04/2026 | Mute Swan| 5x | Ingworth Trevor Williams one colourringed,
Stephen Green highlight of monthly Upper
Bure farm survey
12/04/2026 | Turnstone 30 | Sheringham Di & Richard Farrow Approx 30 quite mobile.
(photo credit below) Including tagged JAJ.

A

Calling all those members out there who dabble in nocturnal recordings of over flying birds ¢é& @ ls ¢
your confirmed records on the website. They dondt count
addition to our data. Supporting sonogram images welcome. But what about those off -the-wall identifications the
analysis software comes up with? The advancements in technology are great but they are a guide rather than a

definitive ID so you do need to check your recordings yo urself using website databases like Xeno -Canto or BirdNet for
example. Please dondt | og welksiet &,doldygty 6do edroopmsuonan hema| |
onlyd records of the mont h!

All records this month were from Andy Clarke at Sheringham

01/04/2026 | Wigeon 1 | Nocturnal flight call over garden, 0234 (single call)

01/04/2026 | Common Scoter | 1 | Nocturnal flight call, 0258 (single call, faint)

08/01/2026 | Common Scoter Nocturnal flight call over garden, 0126 (22 calls), 0420 (7 calls)
01/04/2026 | Water Rail 1 | Nocturnal flight call over garden, 0301 (single trill)

08/04/2026 | Water Rail 1 | Nocturnal flight call over garden, 0029 (2 calls)



https://cr-birding.org/
https://iceni.shinyapps.io/sightings/
https://app.bto.org/euring/lang/pages/rings.jsp

01/04/2026 | Moorhen 1 | Nocturnal flight calls over garden, 0058 (3 triplet calls)
08/04/2026 | Moorhen Nocturnal flight calls over garden, 0401 (2 triplet calls)
01/04/2026 | Oystercatcher 1 | Nocturnal flight call over garden, 0038

08/04/2026 | Oystercatcher Nocturnal flight calls over garden, 0427 (2 calls)

01/04/2026 | Golden Plover Nocturnal flight calls over garden, 0343 (2 calls)

01/04/2026 | Common Gull Nocturnal flight call over garden, 0234 (3 calls)

08/04/2026 | Grey Heron Nocturnal flight call over garden, 0001 (3 calls)

01/04/2026 | Redwing 26 | 26 nocturnal flight calls over garden, 2250 (31 March) to 0526
08/04/2026 | Redwing 1 | Nocturnal flight call over garden, 2056 (so actually 7 April)
01/04/2026 | Song Thrush Nocturnal flight calls over garden, 0009, 0327

08/04/2026

Song Thrush

2 | Nocturnal flight calls over garden, 0127 (1 call), 0446 (1 call)

Cananda Goose

Greylag Goose
male Swan winning the battke.

Felbrigg Park & Lake | 25

Egyptian Goose p Oindithe Mike Thurston field dodging
the lawn moweé¢
Mandarin Duck p Pralnitially on canal and then
feeding on food left out in adjoining gardeperhaps
accustomed to being around peopke? u

24"

Pheasant p Wiite male in field SW of entrance track to
Holt Hall. Had a doublake as | was driving b§! p

Griffith | Holt | 31

Woodpigeon u
our kitchen window®2 p
Collared Dove p Bdck, once again trying to build a nest

-

on our satellite dish bracket!
Lesser Black -backed Gull

Canal | &

Lesser Black -backed Gull

from tucking in thouglt.

@etltgeese beside the Mike
Thurston pool in the company of a large plastic héronp
Stephanie Witham | North Walsham | 23

@ errifory warfare with resident

{ GSLKIYy® S

tieh will they stop mating in front of

u ladded on the canal. Not
something | have often seen. p

M orbcamp, trying to feed
on some carrion, unable to deter the Great Blaekck
t KAVWeybournef1$e

A

Sandwich Tern p Siagle bird east along shore,
occasionally performing feeding divé§Dave Billham |
Sheringham | 21

Fulmar p  dpospibly 13 occupied nest sites between
WS vy y East/Rdrtoh & Gtdfmenuring the NENBC weekend wélk
| Trevor Williams | Cromer | 18

Sparrowhawk p During ringing session 06a®30.

2 A KI'Y Remalepurprised as she was trying to grab a panicking
blackbird, which consequently escaped minus a few
feather | Roger Emmens | Sustead Common ["14

/| 2 YY ZLygshagwk p twé birds together, both males as smaller
than common buzzards, a third bird had missing primaries
ononewing g Wdzf ALYy ¢K2YIFa" py {
5| @A Rarsh Harrier p Edting carrion in field, persuaded to
leave by two carrion crows who wanted the méal. p t |
Borley | Weybourne | 19

Buzzard p & Imaluding 8 birds following tractor that
was ploughing, very Black Kite like if you were in Francels
Stella Baylis | Southrepps Common |14

Buzzard p Ladv over garden circling drifting north at
same time as red kite doing same thing y { G dz . d
Antingham & Bradfield | 16

Green Woodpecker p Feimale seen on ground, second

52dz3 g9

{ LI

bird heard calling nearby, hopingiipairt u { G S
| Southrepps Common | 11
S ) Kestrel p Havering 34 meters in front of station.
5t @AR DNRTTAUKAEEelehtdidwinsHnshit® p | yRNB S D2 NI

g to. Runton (Coastwatch Station) | 13

51 OAR DNRTFTF AiapieH Wétchdd 'cdirtsMp display’. Not seen this
before, quite flamboyang p ! f Iy {GS@Sy
I\J’r‘agp%"ut é@qi]ir?@lwood horse paddocks. Unfortunately
no Wheatear or Ring Ouzel. Wished | had hung around a:
could see from heWhatsAppthat Val S saw a Ring Ouzel
30minsafterlilef p 51 GAR . I NN &3&

.20 CINYyR2Yy



Jackdaw p & Taling nesting material from the back of
acow! Lovely towatc! p  WI y S
18"

Carrion Crow p Oléserved carrying a moorhen egg, the
contents of, which contained a wealeveloped chick, were
duly eaten. A few moments later another egg was
obtained, they had clearly found a moorhens nest on the
water meadow and were tucking in. Such is natéire.
Borley | Felbrigg Park & Lake | @} Photo courtesy of
Mark Clements

A KNS TS AN TR T
Sand Martin p & lavesfgating the cliffs just east of
the slipway. Not seen them there before. Last year they

3 )

were slightly further east. This site is very, very close to the

coastal path and it could be disturbed during the busy
summer season. They did all suddenly depast (1 didn't
disturb them but there were people, understandably, quite
close). I'm thinking maybe the previous year's site had
suffered erosion over the winter period. Be interesting to
see if they return to the newlnvestigated site2 | Jane
Crossen) West Runton | 7!

House Martin p  d¢Cisclihg about in Alfred Road. House
where they usually nest has scaffolding up. Might have put
them off nestingtheré p ! YRNB g D2NL 2y
Cetti d0s |Waidgihd frem garden along F®Beck
heard from Chapel Road, good garden #ick! u
Stella Baylis | Southrepps Commont) 5 ‘
Cetti ds WHexthholsevage treatment
plant. First time heard from this location this
spring. Now 5 locations recorded in and around
Southrepps this year, not including the
population at Dilham Canal next to Pigeey
Wood2 | Mick Rebane | Southrepps Common | F==
19" .
Willow Warbler p Fekeding in direct sunlight
on newly burst apple blossom aphids. First
garden record of this speciesreal jog n Wz
Hurst | Mundesley |10"

Willow Warbler p Siaging from birch
plantation near Warren Barn, possible second
bird calling in woods, according to Merlin but |
wasn'tconvincedd p { G St tF .
Common | 18

11.’ > S

Chiffchaff p & $Singikg from birch plantation near

/| NP &aaSy pwaré3Barn, podziplé fegondbird calling in woods,

according to Merlin but | wasn't convincéd! p { G St

| Southrepps Common |5

Reed Warbler p Siaging from blackthorn scrub at
Sewage Treatment Works, confused Merlin who didn't pic
it up at all even though very close, seen and heard2nell

t K Adtella Bayliss | Southrepps Common ["16

Grasshopper Warbler
spot as one last year, which | saw and heard. y
Farndon | Dilham Canal | 21

Blackcap p  dnclitled 4 singing birds at Sewage
Treatment Works in close proximity, confused Merlin who
mis-identified Garden Warbler, Sedge Warbler and
Whitethroat - there was a lot of mimicry, but only Blackcap
present (with a nearby Reed Warbler which Merlin didn't
pickupl¥ p {GStftF .le&fAa "y {2
Blackcap p With in feet of me on my field | was so taken
for his trust in me | forgot to take a photo ¥!! py ! yy
| Gresham | 17"

Blackcap p Siaging in the garden. First location recérd.
| John Hurst | Mundesley | 28

Lesser Whitethroat p Pléased to see and hear one
back in previous location, singing a bit subdued with lots
low warbling before usual rattle notés p { G St f |
Southrepps Common | 24

Goldcrest p Cadllecting spider's webs just feet from me,
completely oblivious to my presente p  + I f { G d
Kelling | 9" (Library phto Ken Thornton)

Blackbird p A fone egg found on the ground. Maybe a
Corvid had robbed a nest but was scared off before eatin
it u CNIyOA& CINNBF p .SSa
Pied Wagtail p  dMedE along cliffs in a loose group;
one looked very pale on the mantle (possibly a White
Wagtail, but identification only tentativé) p ! Yy R@&
West Runton | &

bied Wktall S Nih dladdddk with cows; one alba (White
Wagtailf g ! YRNBg /£ FNJ"S pu 28§

M Faund by Merlin in the same
. 20



Club Sponsor Bird Ventures offer a 5% discount
on own-branded wild bird food to NENBC members all
year. Have a look at the Bird Ventures website
www.birdventures.co.uk as they also supply feeders
and much more with good advice and help for garden
bird enthusiasts. Free local delivery available

Bird Ventures, The Wildlife Shop,
9B Chapel Yard, Albert Street,
Holt, Norfolk NR25 6HG

Telephone 01263 710203
salesbirdventures@aol.com

Opening Hours:
Monday
10:15am-4:00pm
Tuesday to Saturday
9:00am-4:00pm
Sunday Closed

Bird
Ventures
- sor

NENBhatsApp groups

We have 3! We need yourabile numberto sign
you up for any of them and you will need to
activate WhatsApp on your phone if you are not
already using it. There are a few rules on tie 1
two groupswhich you will need to agree to on sig
up that ensures they run as smoothly as possibl
for our volunteer administrators and the instant
info you get is of usé?lease be aware that like all
WhatsApp groups, your number will be visible to
Fff GK2aS 2y (KS 3INPRdz
them.

is administered by
Trevor Williams and is for any active and
participating seawatchers along the north east
Norfolk coast whether they are club members or
not.

is administered by Tony Forster
and is solely for club members to share news on
the location of interesting birds within the club
area

has been set up so
we have a means of contacting members quickl
and easily without going through the email /
gS0aridsS NRBdziSo 2SS LI I
sending out reminders a day or two befor

scheduled club events

letting folk know where we are running a

shorty 2 1 A OSLIQt 8@By i 2

published schedule

advising to any lagninute changes to

scheduled events

Unlike the othewWhatsAppgroups only the
Admins can send messages oitS Y 6 S N&
be abletoresponddA I A G a2

lot of trafficonit. tg 2 y Qi 6 S dza
a2 62y Qi R dzLI sof@ir otiSer tirok

The newsletter is reliant onhmV;::;
certainly much richer from ad B
i included and we couldre ot
a?ﬂii interesting stories! You really
° bye a birding'expert' to wntehs;ort ek
newsletter. It can be |'<::gp IoerasSe ha,ve
otos, whatever sui .
vsl:\ether there is anythmgyou;::d“ne
a future pub\ication The cc.>p\/S -
is the last day pfthe previou e
d to know in advance! 'y
peeee submitan article.

Looking forward to hearing fr

Speaker Suggestions .....

We are alwayson the lookout for
recommendations for speakers for
our indoor programme, or ideas you
may have of subjects you'd like us to
find a speaker on. If you have any
thoughts, please drop Alan an email
on ahstevens52@gmail.com

Thank you!

o the Newsletter ...

COmributions t

from others, i
a wide range of

with some
n'thaveto

mething for our

or without
a think about
|d write about for
for any issue
h, butit would

re plann'lngm

om you!



What 60s On?

General Event Information 0 please see our website or o6 upcomi ng
in this newsletter for fuller details of what we have on offer

Overview General Walks Information

R Talks on the last Thursday

evening of the month at Please wear clothing suitable t_o conditions - footpaths can be muddy at
Gresham Village Hall from any time of the year .
Sep-Nov and Jan-Apr, also YOUNG PEOPLE: Children are always welcome if accompanied by
available live via Zoom well -behaved adults and we would be happy to see young members
R Walks around Felbrigg Park aged 16 and 17 attend unaccompanied with prior written consent from a
on the 3 Wednesday parent or guardian who has also supplied a phone number where they
- morning of the month Sep -Jul can be contacted in an emergency.
R varied monthly weekend DOGS: We regret no dogs except assistance dogs .
walks and the odd evening EQUIPMENT: Binoculars are always recommended to gain full
. one from Sep-Ju enjoyment from your birding and for some of our walks , a scope is
R special events including: definitely usefulbut dondt forget youoll
"" Coordinated Seawatch ACCESSIBILITY :Unfortunatelymost of our wal ks ¢
* Walks Weeks wheelchair users but please do contact us on nenbc@aol.co.uk to see
¥ Christmas Social & AGM which of our events are or could be adapted to  be so.
* 'C\l:heal\lzng::‘( LR M  BADGES: Birds seen on club -area walks count towards individual Star
* NENBC Big Sit badges & if you walk or cycle from home, they also count towards your
% Global Big Bird Day Eco-Badges.
~ activities BOOKING: In achange from previousyears -you gener ally
% Birding for Beginners to book for any of our walks so just turn up on the day if you fancy it . We
Course

advise joining the Wh atsApp Comms group which we will always use if

we have to make any last minute changes. There may be the occasional

time we do need advance numbers and bookings and if this is the case it
will say so on our publicity

% Shortnoti ce t hemed
up6 sessions
Car-sharing is always
encouraged, or even better,
walking or cycling .

Non -Cl ub Local Event s é.

Wild About Manningtonis a familythemed event
this year and will be taking place Gunday 24 May
from 10am to 4pm Details will be updated her&Vild
about Mannington- Mannington NENBC hope to be

there on a joint stalwith our friends fromFelbeck Y
Trustandthe Upper Bure & Glaven Conservation Sqturday 20" June 2026 P
Triangle N e

| Venue: Sheringham Community Centre
Felbeck TrusAnnualBio-blitz isat their West ' 10am to 12pm - Children's activities

Beckham Old Allotments site @unday7"" Junewith g 1:45pm to 5pm - Gue

full details appearing on their website nearer the tin RS
42
Felbeck Trust Eventé great day out always! :

Nick Acheson )

Author, Naturalist,
presenter &
ambassador for the

The North Walsham and Dilham Canal Trusll be : N

celebratingthe 200" anniversaryof the opening of (i Harrap, T;f:”x""‘f’"j \,  Jo Haywood
the canal on thaveekend of the 2¢' & 30" August J  duhor, Botornetil eecieigell wicite

P i elbeox iy gardener
and NENBC plan to be there to support themthe Swrci :

29N



mailto:nenbc@aol.co.uk
https://mannington.co.uk/wild-about-mannington/
https://mannington.co.uk/wild-about-mannington/
https://www.felbecktrust.org.uk/
https://www.felbecktrust.org.uk/
https://www.ubgctriangle.org/
https://www.ubgctriangle.org/
https://www.felbecktrust.org.uk/copy-of-basic-template-no-image
https://nwdct.org/canal-festival-forms/

Upcoming Events

Inthe coming weeks we hawanother doubleFelbrigg Park Walk  offering a short or a standard strpl walk &
Burnham Overy Staithe  and of course our annudlig Sit . Sorry, I more evening talkantil the autumn as we
are allenjoying being out in thepringweather. Keep an eye out for our pegp events which are our shertotice
activities¢ upcoming are seawatchesmda Nightjar walkLook forward to seeing you at these events soon.

Felbrigg Park Monthly Walk
20t May 2026

Following the success of our March
double event, we will offering two
walks on the 3@ Wednesday of the
month for the next few month s at
least.

In addition to our usual romp with we
will also be leading a second shorter
and slower walk for those who find our
normal offer more than they are
willing / able to do. We really hope
that many of you will come and join
us. Theplan is a staggered start with
us all meeting up in the café
afterwards at 11am.

Our Felbrigg Park walks are sociable events
and cater for all levels of birding ability so
come and give us a try. Our route is
dependent on the local bird and other
wildlife recently reported or likely to be
present on the day. We normally see around
40 bird species on an average walk and eve
YUOWq6WIWhs YI t qk WY LW ¢

Walk 1 |9:00am to 11:00am |° 2+
miles
A bit of a romp with Dave Billham

Walk 2 |9:30am to 11:00am | © 1 mile
Slow and steady with Nick Kimber

§W788uf ||BARE &ANMEETMain
Felbrigg Hall car parkr free for National
Trust members JACCESSIBILITY:
footbaths, grassland, a bitof mud usually
and can be uneven in place$ FACILITIES:
Café and loos at the Hall CLUBBADGES:
In area so all appropriate individual records

count.

| 20" May | 17" Jun| 15" Jul |

Please come and join us on the'3
Wednesday of the month (except August),
you would be most welcome!

Burnham Overy Staithe Walk
grazing marsh, sea, dunes and beach

Sunday 17t May
9.30 am 1.00 pm
Walk Leader: Colin Blaxill

A walk during May along the Norfolk coast is always
exciting, with resident and passage migratory birds likely to
keep us entertained. Starting along the sea wall, we will
look over grazing marsh and explore the dunes and walk to
the beach, returning back through the dunes. We will be
looking for waders, ducks, raptors and a range of
passerines. The sandy beach, popular in summer,
depending on the weather but should hold a range of gulls
and possibly different waders. The dunes on the south side
are grass and scrub with Holkham Pines to the east end. We

will try to enter the pines, if time allows

PARK & MEETThe Hard, East Harbour Way, Burnham Overy
Staithe, PE31 8JFTheQuay Car Park is a free car park and shoulc
be tide-free during the walk| Grid reference:TF 845 443
What3Words: mass.rainbow.laminate | GIS: Easting84507,
Northing 344378

DISTANCE:approx4 miles

ACCESSIBILITYThe sea wall is a gravel path which is worn in
places but generally easy level walking. The dunes are fine sand
and are harder to negotiate. We will most likely scan the beach
from the dunes then walk east along the southern edge towards
Holkham. Sturdy faotwear advisable and please come suitably

dressed for the forecasted weather

FACILITIESRefreshment stops at a café are not a formal part of
this walk. However, for those interested, there is a pub at
721 U6c¢cOGWg211 ! WEqEcR6 1JWH NG 1JLWc 1J
nearby Burnham Market at Foundry Place car park, along with
cafes and pubs.All are likely to be busy on a Sunday in May, so
bringing your own refreshments is highly recommended®lease
bring water and a light lunch

CLUBBADGES:The walk isoutside the club area so records
# ¢ (duat tbwards club badgesthis time.

Pigneys Wood and Dilham Canal Walk with Julian Thomas
Saturday 13" June | 9:30amto 1:00pm

*kkkkkkhkk

Sea Palling Tern Colony Walkwith Stella Baylis

Saturday 4™ July |times to be confirmed

Pagel4d



Th8ig Sit | '"Satyurday 9 * Sig Sy,
N E N B GA@rsial Dawn to Dusk Static Bird Count “h‘ ol *t. *'.

cYsWacU! WARIT W GUHRIIY Wrc UWs 13 W el VIR It 8 8L 6

We very much hope you can come along to give us a bit of support and join in the general
excitement of the day. For those of you new to it, there is a bit of general imficthe box
below but basically we hang about in the same spot watching, listening and taking note of
what is about. It is always a fun day out with the chance to chat during the slower periods,
engage with the passing public and with the added bonugt Felbriggat least) of an events
shelter if the weather is a little inclement You absoluteli ! WT YUk q WO IT Wa Y |
to take part and we would love to see you for all or some of the day. If you can make it doy
for dawn to either of the sites for the dawn chorus that would be great but if you just want t
pop by at a more civilised har then please do!

[ Ex 7 Af ] BURA GALUN | 132 Y1 Wi ROE RS O B ALIPE G Bl Whid ¥ 1 B S Lk
YULWR NG IJHLY ki W@ & 2 JWe W2 RWIs WY Uq Y Wad WHIR o Ld YI'h 18
GI¢cT Ys WRULWqg6 W il & W Walc 10 DAL LEBA00R N O 13 oL JE HRER 004
HesURMWEY | URUDEUWN | YO Wag6 JWt RaglULWt q¢ | qRKDMLUG ki
cl Jwe U! Waet W3+ A UiselttciREGE G G Wikin @il Y U Ws ¢
7EEEN§ 9§ ~~§ WRAMSUN 1 &AW HRY W[ ¢ 1 | ¥s WLANGILL
BGYtt RHG! WaYUNUJI WRnWGHIIUq ! IdhYYreLWl RRsOICH Al ¢ (lop Il
7UUimYUm9YG°YUm¢+mgieC“DM]lRTMIUhamN]NZH

,,,,,,

] 0YHACOWARY T A28+ RN ¢ Ul w4RE & Wik ®Odarre O Wa Y LU
Uc¢ qitt Bt WWAME @GR WY @Y n Wl &Y T+ WAl 13 a3 12U g YLLY221)
st MYWGCT et JWNUqWaYNnNRUNDT

The Big Sit Made Easy

Choose a site with good views and set a notional 17 feet
diametercircle to base your team in

Record all bird species seen or heard from the circle
during a 24 hour period (realistically dawn to dusk)
Where possible records should be confirmed by a 2™
team member and spotters out in the field are allowed as
long as the bird is recorded from the circle

Maintain a birdlistin 10 minute intervals during the day
and later log results on the club website

Keep in touch with other teams for possible fly-throughs
and bragging rights

Bring a picnicand enjoy the company of others

The club will compare results across sites and yearsin the
newsletter

Page b



Last Mont hds Eveni wah THady Bloomfield
0 The Spoonbills of Holkham National Nature Reserve

A NTHATE DLW LRI e

.

ByAl an Stevens
[ YI W6 WJWict qw E 79 WRUT YYI WaWWqRUNWY N W6 W GI RUN Ws
EGYYUARGOG AWe UT WaY! YW GUHER3IHACGO! WEHYe2 qWaqd JWEGY YUF
EWVURYI Wi ¢l TRUoW UT! Weel WohlaganyNT oib o Uidges &1 1LLKE N EIE 1EIE
Ucagel cOWERY qYI ! WYnWecYatécawWwWeUl WagéJwt a1 1 YeUTl RUNDWEe |
h Yl q6W YInYat &kt Wi RGT GRNWkAWEct WHYUq! RHAez a¥d 'Yy Lit YOL
t GUARR¢COGWRUqUI Wt qUWRUWEGYYUHRGGY WA WT WERGWqYWnY!I GRUT
t GUARRIWt WRUqUWI UcqRYUc¢cTd! 1O

UT ! Wt gqc¢l qll Ws Ragd6 We WHI RINWaVYYt We qlagd JWEGY YUH
I GUHRIUY WAs Rq6 We WHEGYH I WaYYt WeqWagdWWHPDet AW+ G
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GlieGc¢cNWWqYW WEYI ¢qUWE ¢ aqt FOWNGS Il WWe GGUE !+ WaVY W6 ¢ 2 1JLWe
HUuecet DWqd6 3! Wel YWacel nUWe Ul Weaqal ¢ HqR2IVDWHRI T+ Wwe U1 Wy
RUHAG 2T RUDN L 15116 YorhLldl oy @ 1D @Y YUHRG O K Wnl YO WNONMALWE WRY Y 1J
Héel AOWGHs WIUT Ws RéWYUWWwWrEel 2137 WRUOWI WGRIUNOWS UIJWYn L
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cc2RUNWIYYt VT We qWad JWEGYYUHRGGY WYNnWa6WWGet quw OT ! L
YOUkWYnWagéJW GUHRIIY Ws 6 RAG WRY WGE | quwWyYs UT WH! Wa b 1JLWe
YHc qRY (HRE RUGII T djdue 13t ¢ @ MIE We DHIYV ! MOWYNDUIW[ YI qAWe 6o WYn
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cagel JWRUWN®Y MLWqY W 34 Y2 1JWas6cld LU 21JAXt RLg! YLLULRYS ol LHAM OO0 JY sqlLl
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NOePPALWX Raqd WWENI 1Jq W= MM i SBLR BN LRI G OLLE= dvi NLE 3 U ¢ Ug] LLLFD| ¢ Lyl G RIALIEL
cht YWG!I 3t JUqOWNG W RagWWRY Wq éldlls R RS WE WRIR gUsST ¥V ¥ RU
Gl YaUHqRYUWN! YOG WG!I BT ¢cqVY!l t WNedd ILSIEGE RO LG DN IRE MR U ditR
YnWwWld+qldUt R2 1J L6 0T R @iyl Ic 1) d 16 LR (™

Breeding Spoonbills at Holkham

N6 Wt 2 #AIt+ WYNnWq6 JWEGY YUHRG G ie
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Colour-ringed Spoonbills
at Holkham

and
what we have learnt

* ‘Some’ wintering sites

* Local feeding distances

* ‘Some’ migration routes

* The changing of sexuol partners

* long distance feeding

= Links to other sites in UK

« long distance travel by families

*  Nest materiol gathering by females
* A need for more knowledge !

Breeding Spoonbill Pairs in UK Number of Spoonbills fledged in UK
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A huge thank you td=rederic for coming twideo the eventc link will be
with those of you who have requested ih the next day or so.Thanks also
to the NENBC refreshment teamHilary and Jane and the clearing up
support from Sean and Coligyou are all stars!




Last Month 0 PDouble Mid -Week Wa Ik
Felbrigg Park | Wednesday 15™ April

e

i 6caqllec Wt eAHDE H rI8el W YeAGWWs ¢ Gt WEIddl@n ds IJRDDHEIARE 1IT L
| WNea b ¢ | Hil'G IDdld a)d RidldlE O alé WHY G ARUWT W GUHRIIY WHEYe Uqln Y
GYYGUWscat WeWneUqéet qRAEWPNIOUWA JET WedaWeHY2 qlugé IaG WHY a
An waar d, woods, | ake and fiell by Bawe aBislulripa

Well, it only went and happened again - after years  The list started, as usual, in the car park, where we
of not achieving a total of 50 species for a Felbrigg saw Carrion Crow, Woodpigeon, Rook, Jackdaw

club walk, we managed it for a second month and Feral Pigeon, and were serenaded byrobin,
running - and a few more! Blue Tit, Great Tit, Goldfinch , Greenfinch and

simultaneous walks, though this time the second one Walking behind the house into the woods; #heasant
started half an hour earlier to allow a little more time ~ €alling was the first addition, before we heard both
by the lake. As a bonus, although it was somewhat Blackcap and Chiffchaff in full song. We spent a
grey, it was warm and dry shorts were in evidence; it while trying to find these two, but apart from brief
was really feeling like the rupup to summer. Trevor views they remained elusive. Further into the woods
was leading the walk with Carol sweeping up atthe [ ! i 3 s
rear; in the absence of NickJohnSwallow was to

lead the shorter walk. He had arrived early, which
meant that he could be there for the presentatiorof a
club bronze badge (for 100 speciesn the NENBC
area), being awarded toJonathan Anderson T well
done Jonathan! Or rather, he got an envelope with his
name on it, as the badge had been left at home
whoops! We also had Patrick from Mundesley, on his
first club walk, amongst the 21 members present.

£ N { A $ Y “
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we heard first aJay, then aGreat Spotted
Woodpecker calling, along with the calls of a pair of
Stock Dove from the treetops. Other singers were
Nuthatch and Wren, though again only brief views
were obtained. We were alerted to a distant
Common Buzzard, then it all went quiet for a while. A
singingMistle Thrush on our lefthand side was next
up, joined by aSong Thrushfrom our right; it was
great to hear these two together, filling the peaceful
woods with their mellow notes.

Emerging onto the path leading to the water
meadows, we spied a pair oHerring Gull overhead,
and, glowing white on the meadows in front of us, a
pair of Mute Swan. As we got closer we could also
see Mallard , Teal and Coot on the pools, and a single
Magpie poking around in the grassLinnet were
noted on top of the gorse, and the call déreen
Woodpecker drifted up to us. As aWhitethroat was
heard singing, aCommon Snipe shot up from the
reeds, completed a fast circle then dropped down to
land in the adpcent meadow. At this point Carol
caught me to ask if I had'reecreeper on the list, as
Jonathon, further back in the group, had spied one; |

were admiring these a couple of members picked up
the faint call of aGrasshopper Warbler , coming

from the scrub in the meadow behind the dam. This
was a super find,being a rare bird for Felbrigg; it was
the first for a club walk Carol reminded us of the
incident on an NENBC Skywatch event a few years
back, when her, Trevor and others thought they heard
one of these distinctive calls in a hedgerow but which
turned out to be a discarded but still bleeping,
electronic security tag from a shop!Our birdwas
calling consistently but faintly, and we spent a good
while trying to see it, unfortunately with no joy,

though we did have a few false alarms as the reeds
and associated brambles did contain a few other
flitting species. Following on from our March walk
where we were accompanied by one of our UEA
students who is researching the use of Al in birding
for us, it was interesting that on this occasion, many
of our members invoked Merlin and it was able to
pick out the Grasshopdd | Wi ¢ 1 AHGIJI &kt Wn |
isc Wt YUcNI ¢cOWuUYqlinl YGWYel
library courtesy of Arnoud B van den BejgSeewhat

a distinctive and repetitive pattern it makes?

Comel 5 © JI Jkt Uk WG
Merlin call on the also very
useful Xeno-Canto
site:

Sounds

Common Grasshopper
Warbler (Locustella
naevia) :: xeneanto

00:03 /00:33

0 Song

When we had to move on, Roger decided to stay in
the area for a while to try and find it. However, we had
added Kestrel and singingSkylark to the list as we
had searched for the Grasshopper Warbler. At this
point two members of our group decided to make an

TRT Uk qalt VIWRqWs ¢t Wwel T 37 wHyAE s saiednd etEnig figdionofdhg v v
stopped us in our tracks:9 1J q) o] Rk | LDespite A ¢ 1NPUSe-

much searching, it was not going to show itself; much
more visible were a pair oRed Kite drifting overhead.

Arriving at the wooden bridge across the beck, we
saw aGrey Heron flying in, being mobbed by a
Herring Gull. This was followed by another Snipe
lifting up and flying off, though we could see nothing
that might be disturbing them. At the lake we found
some Long-tailed Tit in the trees, and on the water
were a pair of additions to the list in the
‘ shape of Gadwall and Tufted
Duck, along with further Mallard,
™ Mute Swan and Coot, and a
&\ third flying Snipe. Walking along
# the dam wall Trevor found a few
# Early Puple Orchid; whilstwe

Carol had checked out some Wheatear the previous
day, so the plan was to go to the fields above the lake
to see if they were still present. On the way we found
Pied Wagtail and Red-legged Partridge, along with
further Linnet and another Grey Heron. One member
had seen what she thought could have been a pair of
Shelduck flying in to land over a rise in front of us;
when we got a view down the slope they turned out to
be Egyptian Geese; a nice find. Two Mute Swan flew
in, apparently not local birds; after a ouple of

circuits of the lake, obviously giving it a good look
over, they decided to splash down. Arriving at the
field, we initially could not spot anyWheatear;
eventually a single female was found, very, very
distant in amongst the furrows. Without any real
landmarks to guide others in, it took Trevor quite a bit
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of time to get some of us onto it; even then others month, as some of the second group had decided to
were still struggling. Eventually it moved along the run for the café to beat the queue, Carol was hoping
field a little, before disappearing over the rise. to obtain one this month. Her hopes were dashed;

At this point Roger caught up with us: he had not unlike the Marph walk, where some had left early for
been able to see the Grasshopper Warbler and now  the café, this time they all had!

had missed the Wheatear! He had, however, heard ‘ o
Chaffinch which was added to the list. Mentioning
that we had seen no hirundines elicited a response
from Patrick that he had seen a singl&wallow whilst
he had been waiting in the car park. This gave us 48
species, but with our time almost up we had to head
for the house. ThreeStarling on the grass briefly
raised hopes that we could achieve fifty, but it was
not to be, so we had to settle for 49.

Sl

We could see John in the queue, so Carol and |

waited for him to come out into the courtyard so that

s JWAYz Ol WARYAGGE ! DWERY gt HOW]
notebook we found the following species that we had
not seen: Dunnock, Reed Bunting, Cormorant ,
Collared Dove and Moorhen. At which point Carol
excitedly told us that sheand the tailenders had

seen Moorhen down at the lake; our group had seen
50 species after alll Combining the two lists gave a

Approaching the house we were looking for the grand total of54, with V\_/hich we were very happy. All
second group, who should have been finishing at the " all, @ smashing morning, complete with good
same time as us, but there was neone to be seen. weather, great company and a super bird. What more

cc2RUNDWGARY T T WEWhAYq6 WD PREYRIBTHFY q VW6 WWEI W2RY 21 L

A slow and steady lake loop | by John Swallow

[ YOGGYsRUNDWS W 2 #HIJE + WY n WG cwe dedided to) make thislH Regutae féatude of Gulls
walks program. Nick was away so | volunteered to guide the group and my first taskere to log everyone in (a

total of 9 including meand one of our youngest recruits in her pushchair bringing down our average age a)bit!

and go through abrief health and safetyl 3G RUT 131 IOW nqlJl We W 6 Y1 qWl Rt Hat t F
700 qmwWe UT WEHE! | Ys W7 DHET Ws ¢ q ldtolddkitbéspriig t LUs Y 2_lgleditt Y Y
migrants before checking Felbrigd-akeso we left the NT car park a little after
09.30.

We set off at a nice gentle pace allowing everyone time to enjoy the views a
we walked past Felbrigg Hall. The fields had marewes (at least 95 from
the inelegant numbers on their sides) with their newly born lambs
chasing around. As we descended into the woodland we heard many
calling Nuthatch , and we had super views of a couple dfong-tailed Tit
carrying nest material into bramble scrub. It was very noticeable that
most if not all birds were actively engaged in the new breeding season
either singing, feeding, carrying nest material or all three! It is always a |
pleasure to witness the onset of a new breeding season and the
boundless energy of wildlife at this time of year. Our attention was drawn §
by the familiar sound of a singinddlackcap and while listening the group
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latched onto at first one, then twoTreecreepers doing what,
well, what Treecreepers dq searching the bark and moss
along the gnarled limbs of an old Oak.

The sound of a singing/istle Thrush, which had been feint,

became louder as we walked towards Scarrow Beck water
meadows and everyone was able to hear the bird well with a

second bird spotted in a nearby tree. This was quickly followed

by views of a nice mal&estrel, aBuzzard and Grey Heron

overhead. Everyone chipped in with sightings, first Red Kite gliding
by, the whoop whoop call of a nearbystock Dove then a lively party of
Greenfinch with songs and called continuously monitored using the

Merlin App.

i WYz ol Uk qWa YHequWwe U! W6 YGUIT WE
but we did encounter a LOUD® 1 q q Rk t Lidllawvkedbii ddiet
Mute Swans, Teal, andMoorhen. A scan across Felbrigg Pond
produced Coot, Gadwall and Tufted Duck plus aCormorant too.

With 11-o-clock approaching | suggested we turn away from the
GYUT We UT W6 WeT WnVY!l Wad W NWHEnij W
UYqRHAILY @S W] | Ye G AT . -
some 750m away. While we are not

competitive an early arrival at the

coffee queue seemed like a good

idea so we engaged afterburners,

picked up the pace and came in

ahead of the other group. We

had had a very enjoyable stroll,

logged44 species and | really
enjoyed being a part of this
group with plenty of time to
appreciate what we were seeing
and hearing.

Photos from that week at Felbrigg Park
courtesy of Ken ThorntonTufted Duck,
Nuthatch, Mute Swan, Cormorant

Inthe café  afterwards

turns out the 06:

steadyd group we
speedy after all!




clJl Ukt We WNI B¢ ql
from Felbrigg Park last month
taken by Lower Gresham
residents Chris and Gary B IO

It looks like this Red Kite
plucked a fish (or part
thereof!) from the lake.








































































