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By John Swallow 
 

fШĬŸŰќƣШťŰŸƽШċĤŸƨƣШǃŸƨШĤƨƣШŉŸƖШƣőĲШũċƚƣШƣƽŸШƣŸШƣőƖĲĲШ
weeks I have become aware of bird song outside my 
bedroom window. Faint at first, my local Blackbird is 
becoming louder as each day passes, makes me 
smile every morning. 

Each year, just after the winter solstice I notice birds 
ĤĲŊŔŰŰŔŰŊШƣŸШƚŔŰŊЮШfШőċƻĲŰќƣШĦőĲĦťĲĬШƣőĲШƚĦŔĲŰƣŔŉŔĦШ
evidence and it may be in part be my wishful thinking 
but it seems that birds notice that days are becoming 
ever so slightly longer and they begin to sing. Even on 
dark winter days in January and February, my 
favourite bird, the Skylark sings and with few other 
singers the Mistle Thrush (or Storm Cock) is 
noticeable at this time of year as it too joins this early 
chorus. 

fŰШŉċĦƣШfШĬŸŰќƣШƣőŔŰťШƽĲШƚőŸƨũĬШƽċŔƣШƨŰƣŔũШ~ċǃШƣŸШ
ċƓƓƖĲĦŔċƣĲШƣőĲШљĬċƽŰШĦőŸƖƨƚњЯШŔƣШŔƚШċũƖĲċĬǃШƽŔƣőШƨƚЮШ
As I write this in late February, before the official 
(meteorological) start of spring, sunshine is beginning 
to feel pleasantly warm. So each morning this simple 
Blackbird song gives me pleasure, a welcome start to 
the day and reminds me to listen again to Blackbird 
by the Beatles. 

As highlighted in January, Andy Clarke and I visited 
Dawn Balmer at BTO, Thetford in mid-February to 
hear more about the preparation for upcoming Bird 
Atlas 2027-31 and it proved to be a very useful 
meeting. My key takeaways were that the 
methodology will be the same as the 2007-11 Atlas 
with timed Tetrad (2 x 2km squares) visits, 8 required 
per 10km square for the National Atlas, winter and 
summer visits etc but work is ongoing in providing an 
app which means that your sightings will 
ċƨƣŸůċƣŔĦċũũǃШĤĲШċƚƚŔŊŰĲĬШƣŸШƣőĲШĦŸƖƖĲĦƣШÑĲƣƖċĬЮШfќůШ
љŸũĬШƚĦőŸŸũњШƚŸШfШũŔťĲШċШŰŸƣĲĤŸŸťШċŰĬШċŰШ§ÉШůċƓШĤƨƣШ
ƣőŔƚШŰĲƽШŉĲċƣƨƖĲШƽŔũũШőĲũƓШƣőĲШůċŰǃШƽőŸШĬŸŰќƣШċŰĬШ
BTO are also putting effort in about how to record 
species seen at a distance (ie buzzards, where are 
they recorded?). 

It sounds very promising and as a Committee we will 
be discussing how we might take part. BTO provides 
help to bird clubs like ours to create a local atlas so 
we will be considering the feasibility of our Club 
participating and creating our own Atlas. There are 
eight 10km squares in our Club Area, five are full 
squares and three are partial squares (in the sea!), so 
for the National Atlas there will be approx 48 Tetrads 
to survey and approx 154 Tetrads for a local atlas. 

?ŸŰќƣШƽŸƖƖǃШŔŉШƣőŔƚШĬŸĲƚŰќƣШůċťĲШƚĲŰse right now as 
we will plan a number of events to explain the 
terminology, some љőŸƽШƣŸњШƽŸƖťƚőŸƓƚ and 
importantly newsletter updates on how you can be 
involved and make a difference in this excellent 
citizen science project. 

Good birding! 

  

Chairõs Corner 

Not too long now until International Dawn Chorus 

Day  at the beginning of May. Hereõs a nice little 

article worth a read about why birds sing The Dawn 

Chorus | Bird Spot . 

Also, those of you with a copy of our NENBC Bird 

Report for 2018 (copies still available from the club 

for a small contribution!) could have a look at Moss 

Taylorõs article òSong Periods Recorded in 2018 ó. 

Based on records added by our members to our 

website that year, the article includes lots of charts 

showing the months in which 61 species were 

reported singing in our area along with some 

supporting commentary from Moss. For members 

who want a bit more  of the science, Moss and Andy 

Clarke went on to writ e a paper based on our 

records entitled òSong periods of selected breeding 

birds in northeast Norfolkó which was published in 

the April 2021 edition of British Birds. Hereõs the 

Abstract:  

љÉŸŰŊШŔƚШċШťĲǃШŉĲċƣƨƖĲШŸŉШƣőĲШċŰŰƨċũШĦǃĦũĲШŸŉШƓċƚƚĲƖŔŰĲШ
birds. The timing of singing and the factors affecting this 
were popular topics of investigation in the first half of 
the twentieth century but have been relatively little 
studied since. The timing of bird song in the UK may 
have changed in response to recent changes in climate. 
This paper presents the results of a project to document 
the song period of common breeding species by the 
North East Norfolk Bird Club. Comparing the results 
with earlier work indicates no significant changes in the 
timing of song, although comparison with Gilbert 
ìőŔƣĲќƚШƚƣƨĬŔĲƚШŔŰШƣőĲШĲŔŊőƣĲĲŰƣőШĦĲŰƣƨƖǃШƚƨŊŊĲƚƣƚШƣőċƣШ
song in the Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla now starts earlier. 
Examining the song periods of UK birds on a wider 
geographical scale and over a longer period would be 
timely, to refine our understanding of how factors such 
as weather and climate influence the timing and 
intensity of bird song. Introduction Song is central to the 
life-cycle of passerine birds: it is how a male establishes 
and defends a territory, and how he attracts a mate 
(Marler & Slabberkoorn 2004). Singing takes 
considerable energy (Franz & Goller 2003; Ward & Slater 
2005) and hence is used only when needed: many 
species cease singing once breeding is under way, 
whereas species that defend a winter territory resume 
singing in autumn. The timing of when birds sing is thus 
ċШťĲǃШŉĲċƣƨƖĲШŸŉШƣőĲŔƖШċŰŰƨċũШĦǃĦũĲЮњ 
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By Carol Thornton  
 

Welcome to our  March  newsletter ! It was good to 
see a few of you at our pop-up seawatch last weekend at 
Cromer. I saw my first Eider of the year despite the mist so 
was quite pleased with myself. These are great events to 
get you into the swing of seawatching with an experienced 
ƭŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƎƘǘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ΨŦƛŜƭŘΩ  ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ 
your Blue Badge so maybe give it a go next time? We 
advertise them on the club website and on our WhatsApp 
Groups a couple of days before. So far we have been running 
these from Cromer North Lodge Park with Trevor but we 
would be delighted to hear from any other members who 
would be happy to lead a pop-up and any of our other 
coastal locations. All of our other upcoming club events are 
listed from page 12 so hope to see you at one of those soon. 

Talking of events, those of you who have expressed an 
ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ όŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ȅŜǘΗύΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻƳŜ 
dates from our Birding for Beginners course ς end of April 
and first part of May (see page 14). We were quite tight on 
potential times when we had lead and hall availability so this 
is an earlier spring course than we have run before but it 
may mean we get a better selection of birds to practice on! 
Do let us know if you can come.  

¢ǊŜǾƻǊΣ !ƴŘȅ ŀƴŘ L ƘŀǾŜ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ UEA 
environmental consultant students (see page 34). We 
would very much appreciate as many of you as possible 
taking part in an online survey from Maisie, one of our 
consultants, about the expanding use of AI in birding so 
expect an email on that in the near future. Maisie will also 
ōŜ ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ ǳǎ ŀǘ ƴŜȄǘ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ Felbrigg Park double mid-week 
walk to see how folk use Merlin in the field. She would love to meet some of you so please do come along and have a chat 
ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ ŀōƻǳǘ ōƛǊŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ two walks this time ς the usual with Trevor from 9am to 11am 
and a shorter more sedate affair with Nick from 10am to 11am. Hopefully see you there! 

Ψ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ [ŜƴǎΩ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ŎƻǾŜǊ ƭŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘ ǿŀǎ Ψbirds on the shorelineΩΦ IŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ selection of images form members: main 
photo Grey Plover [Richard Farrow] 
and then clockwise from top left 
Ringed Plover [Richard], Redshank 
[Mark Clements], Oystercatcher 
[Steve & Barbara Lines], Dunlin 
[Richard].For March, our theme 
will be Ψmigrants incoming!Ω so get 
clicking!  

Here are my favourite member 
photos from February, selected 
from the ones ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ 
on to our monthly NENBC Bird 
Highlights section of the more 
unusual species ... a lovely singing 
Wren showing spring is on its way 
and a hovering Kestrel, both from 
Richard Farrow, a garden Blackbird 
from Ken Thornton (I had nearly 
forgotten that it snowed last 
month!) and a Buzzard having a 
scratch from Jane Crossen. 

Thanks all!  

  A Note from the Editor  
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Welcome to our new member s 

 ð we look forward to seeing you soon!  
 

* Louisa Claxton * Freddy Wilke *  

* Maisie Royal * Sofia Gruson *  Vinnie Purdy *  
 

If you have any queries, just drop us an email  

Can anyone advise Val please? 

Help! I want to see a Willow Tit! 

άL ƘŀǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǎŜŜƴ ŀ ²ƛƭƭƻǿ ¢ƛǘ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ŀǿŀǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ 
extremely unlikely that I will ever see one in the NENBC 
area. However, I believe they are still to be found in the 
north of the country. In April we are heading off to 
Yorkshire for a few days to celebrate our Ruby wedding 
anniversary. Does anyone know any sites in Yorkshire that 
are likely to be good for Willow Tit at that time of year? It 
would be a great anniversary present to see one! ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎέ 

Val Stubbs |  vstubbs1961@gmail.com 

A quick update from Andrew Gorton. You may remember 
ŦǊƻƳ ƭŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŀ 
sponsored walk during February to raise funds for our 
conservation partner Felbeck Trust (check out their new 
website!), with which plenty of you volunteer. We are 
delighted to report that Andrew walked over 70 miles and 
raised £350 for this excellent cause. Fantastic effort! 

mailto:vstubbs1961@gmail.com
https://www.felbecktrust.org.uk/
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 By Carol Thornton  

 

All records are from the NENBC website and submitted by 
members unless otherwise stated. We used a little bit of AI 
to help collate this report but it is predominantly of human origin! 

 

February 2026 | The highlight remained the Eastern Black Redstart that has been around The Leas in 
Sheringham since 24th December. Also of interest were Velvet Scoter , Lapland Bunting  and a nice selection of 
geese including Brent, Barnacle, Tundra Bean and White-fronted  Geese plus Merlin, grebes and Shag were 
also of interest. During the month 6.858 records were uploaded by 73 recorders and 139 species recorded 
which seems a bit down in terms of records compared to recent years.  

 
Brent Goose | Records of birds throughout the 
month passing up and down the length of our coast. 
Lots of single figure counts but peak movement 
involved 117 birds at Weybourne on the 3rd, 106 west 
and 11 east during a seawatch. A flock of 62 grazing a 
winter cereal field at Doggetts Lane Happisburgh on 
1st and 20 there on the 20th were the only records of 
birds away from the sea. Photo 1 courtesy of Steven 
& Barbara Lines 

Barnacle Goose | Most records were from 1st to 8th 
around the Weybourne sites, generally feeding on 
harvested beet fields, with the largest count of 78 at 
Weybourne Heath on 7th. A single bird was reported 
in a ploughed field at Happisburgh on 17th in a flock 
of over 1,000 Pink-feet , with records of 17 birds there 
the following day. Three birds were west past 
Sheringham and Weybourne on 22nd. Photo 2 
courtesy of Mark Clements 

Tundra Bean Goose | There were records of up to 8 
individuals in the harvested beet fields at Weybourne 
with the Pink-feet flocks up until the 8th of the month 
and no further Weybourne reports until 2 east past 
there on 26th. An intriguing apparent hybrid 
(suggested to be Tundra x White-front) apparently 
paired with a pure Tundra Bean Goose was reported 
there on 4th and 7th. Two birds were reported in a field 
at Happisburgh on 17th, with 8 birds there the 
following day. Photo 3 courtesy of Mark Clements 

White -fronted Goose  | Most records were from 1st to 
8th, predominantly around the Weybourne sites. The 
5th proved to be a spectacular day with up to 350 
feeding up at Weybourne Heath with reports from 
across the country of a massive movement of this 
species, presumably prepping for or starting their 
migratory journeys. Triple figure counts also reported 
on 7th and 8th. In the second half of the month things 
were quieter, with double figure counts past 

 

 

NENBC Bird Highlights ð February  202 6  

å 6,850 individual records covering 139 bird  

species were added in February  

1 

2 

3 

4 
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Sheringham on 17th and west Runton on 24th, two on 
a beet field in Happisburgh on 18th and two more in 
Aylmerton on 25th. Photo 4 courtesy of Mark 
Clements 

Velvet Scoter  | Two Velvet Scoters flew east past 
Weybourne on the 4th. 

Goosander | A single redhead east past Weybourne 
on 5th and a pair, east again, at Sheringham on 9th 
were the only records this month. 

Red-breasted Merganse r | A pair west past 
Sheringham on 17th and a single drake west at 
Weybourne Cliffs on 22nd. 

Grey Partridge | Five were flushed from a field in 
Weybourne on 1st, and two flew across a lane at 
Aldborough on 11th. 

Red-necked Grebe | A single was on the sea at 
Sheringham on 6th having flown in from the west, and 
a single heading west landed on the sea off Beaston 
Bump on 17th. 

Slavonian Grebe | A single drifted west past 
Weybourne Cliffs on 21st, the only record of the 
month. Photo 5 courtesy of Ollie Allison 

Black-necked Grebe | A single was on the sea off 
Weybourne on 10th, drifting west. 

Grey Plover | With the exception of a single w est off 
Sheringham on 24th. all February records were from 
West Runton irregularly from 1st through to 26th. 
.Most records were of 1-4 individuals, with 6 there on 
18th and 7 on 24th. Photo 6 courtesy of Richard Farrow 

Bar-tailed Godwit  | A single bird moving west along 
the coast on 17th from Cromer Lighthouse & East 
Cliffs was speed-checked for our flight speed data 
project at Sheringham Tank. 

Knot Twenty-four west past Weybourne on 16th. 

Dunlin  | Five east at Sheringham on 3rd, with up to 2 
feeding there the same day. Nine west past 
Weybourne on 16th plus 2 similarly on 20th and finally 
a single on the beach at West Runton on 24th. Photo 7 
courtesy of Richard Farrow 

Purple Sandpiper  | Having been sadly absent from 
the usual haunts in Sheringham this past winter, the 
first sighting of a single bird was on 3rd. Likely to be 
the same bird with plumage suggesting a juvenile, 
was reported also reported there on 4th, 6th, 7th and 8th 
ƽŔƣőШċШŉƨƖƣőĲƖШƖĲƓŸƖƣШŸŉШċШƚŔŰŊũĲШŸŰШĤĲċĦőШċŰĬШћŰĲƽќШ
rocks west of the pier at Cromer on 10th. No further reports. . Photo 8 courtesy of Mick Rebane 

Woodcock  | Twenty six records from 1st through to 27th from 12 locations. Predominantly singles with 2 
recorded at Beeston Common, Weybourne, Kelling Heath and Ingworth plus 3 at Swafield and Spa Common. 
A bird struck a window at Cromer on 2nd and recovered (see page 10).  

5 

6 

7 

8 



Page 6 

 

Jack Snipe | One flushed at Felbrigg Park on 17th and 
one located with thermal imager at Thornage water 
meadows on 25th and one in Gresham 6th. 

Kittiwake  | Just 7 records with singles reported along 
the coast off Weybourne and Sheringham in the first 
half of the month, with 26 east past Weybourne on 3rd 
and 4 east  past Sheringham on 6th. Photo 9 courtesy 
of Mark Clements 

Little Gull  | Seven reports over 5 days with 5 past 
Weybourne on 4th and up to 8 past there on 5th, 
Singles reported offshore feeding from Sheringham 
on 6th and 28th and Weybourne on 18th. 

Mediterranean Gull  | Singles off Weybourne on 4th 
and 9th then no reports until 14th. Twenty four reports 
between then and 28th, mostly singles from 
Sheringham, Weybourne, Walcott, West Runton, 
Weybourne area, and Cromer sites with 2 at 
Sheringham and West Runton on 18th and 5 passing 
Weybourne on 26th. Away from the sea, there was a 
single on fields around Sheringham Cemetery on 27th 
and 28th. Photo 10 courtesy of Russell Page 

Red-throated Diver  | Plentiful records from 1st 
through to 28th. Most records were of birds in flight 
with just a handful reported on the sea. Records 
came from Weybourne area through to Trimingham 
with triple-figure counts from Weybourne on 1st (128) 
and 2nd (142) plus Sheringham (114) on 28th. 

Great Northern Diver  Great Northern Divers were 
recorded off Weybourne on the 2nd, when two birds 
were seen moving along the coast, and again on the 
17th, when a single bird was noted. 

Fulmar  | Fifty reports of generally 1-6 birds from 
Weybourne, West Runton, East Runton, Sheringham 
and Cromer. A high count of 16 east at Sheringham 
on 19th and 16 again at Cromer on 10th, nesting on 
cliff face. 

Shag | A single adult Shag was seen on the sea off 
Sheringham on the 6th. Photo 11 courtesy of Stu Buck 

Goshawk | Up to 3 birds reported at the usual haunt 
of Swanton Novers between 14th and 25th, including 
exhibiting soaring and displaying behaviour. 
Elsewhere, a bird heard only at Selbrigg pond on 21st, 
and a single was seen over Edgefield on 21st and 25th. 
fŉШǃŸƨШőċƻĲŰќƣШƚĲĲŰШ]ŸƚőċƽťШĤĲŉŸƖĲШыŸƖШĲƻĲŰШŔŉШǃŸƨШ
have) consider joining our club walk at Swanton 
Novers on 14th March (see website or page 13). Photo 
12 courtesy of Mark Clements 

Hen Harrier  | A male was heading east over Southrepps Common on 18th and a female flew west over Felbrigg 
Park & Lake on 25th. 

Kingfisher  | Two were seen around the lake island at Blickling Park on 20th and also heard calling plus a single 
bird was also reported near the bridge there on 27th. Photo 13 courtesy of Nick Kimber  

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 
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Merlin  | Singles were noted at both Walcott and 
Sustead Common on 1st. 

Peregrine | Birds were reported around Cromer 
church on 7th, 12th, 14th and 23rd, sometimes the 
breeding pair together or sometimes records of them 
apart. There are many more sightings of this celebrity 
pair on the Cromer PeregriŰĲШÂƖŸŢĲĦƣќƚШƚŸĦŔċũШůĲĬŔċШ
sites and the webcam is now up and running for 2026 
(see page 34 for details). Further afield, sightings of 
singles at Weybourne on 4th, 18th and 21st plus 
Sheringham on 17th. 

Raven | Ravens were seen on six dates this month, 
including two birds at Dilham Canal on 21st. Other 
sightings involved single birds over Gresham, 
Sheringham, Holt, Felbrigg Park, Glaven Valley, 
Kelling Heath and Holt Country Park & Lowes. 

Marsh Tit | Disappointingly few records of this 
species thus far this year with just 6 sightings of 
singles at Selbrigg Pond, Felbrigg Park, Thornage and 
Mannington Hall park. 

Woodlark  | Woodlarks were active on Kelling Heath 
on three dates in the month, with reports on the 14th, 
24th and 25th with some singing and showing noted. 

Dartford Warbler  | Reports of 1-2 birds from Kelling 
Heath on 5 dates. On 24th two males were heard in 
rival song. Photo14 courtesy of John Wheeler 

Firecrest  | Single birds were recorded at Beeston 
Common on 8th  and 25th, with 2 birds reported at 
Felbrigg Park on 21st. Photo 15 courtesy of Mark 
Clements 

Black Redstart  | Sixty three records of Black 
Redstart last month, predominantly of the lingering 
Eastern Black Redstart at Sheringham. Also reports 
there of a more regular male and female. Elsewhere, 
ċШћƚƨƓĲƖĤќШůċũĲШƽċƚШƖĲĦŸƖĬĲĬШċƣШcċƓƓŔƚĤƨƖŊőШŸŰШΝΠth 
and 16th and another single on feeders at Melton 
Constable on 26th. Photo 16 courtesy of Jane 
Crossen 

Tree Sparrow  A single Tree Sparrow was recorded at 
an undisclosed site Sheringham on the 17th and 22nd. 
Photo 17 courtesy of Mark Clements 

Grey Wagtail | Twenty reports of this lovely bird from 
8 locations in February т Sheringham, Sheringham 
Cemetery, Selbrigg Pond, Holt, Felbrigg Park, 
Beeston Common, Beeston Regis, Blickling Park. All 
were singles except for 2 at Sheringham on 4th and 
8th. Photo 18 courtesy of Jane Crossen 

Rock Pipit  | Singles reported at Sheringham on 27th 
and 28th. Photo 19 courtesy of John Wheeler 

  

14 

15 

16 

17 
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Brambling  | There were high counts from Thornage at 
the beginning of the month with 30 there on 1st and 
25 on 2nd. A single was at Selbrigg Pond on 4th and 
singles again at Gresham on three dates. 

Redpoll  | A single (Lesser) Redpoll was heard singing 
from the church grounds at Bodham on 10th. 

Common Crossbill  | Four birds were at Swanton 
Novers on 4th and 22nd, 2 flew over Kelling Heath o 
24th and a flock were heard flying over the Great 
Wood at Felbrigg Park on 21st. 

Lapland Bunting  | An immature or female was seen 
with Skylark and Linnets on a club walk on 14th and a 
single flight call was also heard. 

Snow Bunting | Flocks were noted along the 
Weybourne Cliffs coastal path, with 30 birds in a 
harvested beet field on 8th and 20 on or over fields 
ƽĲƚƣШŸŉШ?ĲċĬůċŰќƚШŸŰШΝΥth. On 23rd,16 were feeding 
in a field east of the coastguard cottage at 
Weybourne. Photo 20 courtesy of Jane Crossen 

 
 

Early migrants will begin to move in greater variety and numbers in March ensuring sea-watchers and vis-
miggers are rewarded. [ŔŰĦőĲƚЯШƓŔƓŔƣƚЯШũċƖťƚШċŰĬШљċũĤċњШƽċŊƣċŔũƚ will be on the move, as well as corvids, 
and thrushes  returning north will bring with them the first Ring Ouzels especially in light north-east winds. 
Stonechat  numbers normally peak in late March and Black Redstarts  can be numerous towards the end of 
the month. At time of writing, the last sighting on the wires of the celebrity Eastern Black Redstart at 
Sheringham was 2nd March; it may have left but it may be because you all have recording fatigue! Teal flocks  
can be checked for Garganey, and any inland pools of water could produce a Little Ringed Plover . Along our 
coast the first Sandwich Terns, Sand Martins and Wheatears  will be found. Scarce birds occurring in March, 
with warm temperatures and south-east winds, may include Hoopoe and Alpine Swift , a speciality of the 
club area, between Sheringham and Mundesley. Last March we had a credible report of a Lesser Spotted 
Woodpecker  at Selbrigg Pond. According to the Lesser Spot Network, March and April are the best times to 
look and listen for this UK red listed species calling and drumming in wet, broadleaf woodland so you never 
know, you could be lucky! ŰĬШĬŸŰќƣШŉŸƖŊĲƣШƣŸШťĲĲƓШċŰШĲǃĲШŸƨƣШŉŸƖШĬŔƚƓũċǃŔŰŊШGoshawk т or you could join us on 
the 14th for a walk around Swanton Novers followed by a static watch for Goshawk т see page 13.  

March : What to look forward to é.. 

18 

19 20 

https://www.bto.org/learn/skills/bird-identification/videos/ring-ouzel-and-blackbird
https://www.bto.org/learn/skills/bird-identification/videos/chats
https://www.bto.org/learn/skills/bird-identification/videos/redstarts
https://www.bto.org/learn/skills/bird-identification/videos/garganey-and-teal
https://www.bto.org/learn/skills/bird-identification/videos/ringed-plovers
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2E3zqfCZdfY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2E3zqfCZdfY
https://ebws.org.uk/talks/jan26
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hVgl6jYOX6A
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There were no comments on our website 
last month that we could spot regarding 
ringed birds but I did see this photo on the 
website gallery from John Wheeler 

Marsh Tit  

Mannington Hall Park, 27 th February  

There are a couple of articles on ringing this 
month from page 24. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Brent Goose  μ ά62x Grazing winter cereal field at 
the north end of the lane and in the recording area 
including one pale bellied brent.έ μ WƻƘƴ IǳǊǎǘ μ 
Happisburgh (Doggetts Lane) | 1st 

Barnacle Goose  μ ά.ǊƛŜŦƭȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ wƛǾŜǊ aǳƴ 
ƳŜŀŘƻǿǎΦ ! ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀƴŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ǳƴǳǎǳŀƭ ǊŜŎƻǊŘΦέ μ WƻƘƴ 
Hurst | Mundesley | 5th 

HYBRID Tundra Bean Goose  μ άƘŀǊǾŜǎǘŜŘ beet 
field with pinkfeet. Pair. First observed this pair of 
birds on the 28 of January, one has an all pinkish / 
orange beak and small white blaze. I couldnΩt make 
this feature and the plumage add up, and was left 
with several thoughts as to its identity. Having finally 
spoken to James McCallum, who with others, have 
seen this bird, general consensus is it is considered to 
be a Tundra / White-fronted goose hybrid.έ tƘƛƭ 
Borley | Weybourne | 4th 

Pink -footed Goose  μ άмрлȄ Sustead Rd. Lovely to 
see them heading to roost against a blue sky instead 
of just hearing them in the fog.έ μ !ƭŀƴ {ǘŜǾŜƴǎ μ 
Gresham | 14th 

White -fronted Goose  | άорлȄ harvested beet field 
with pinkfeet. A truly awesome sight to see this size 
flock in Norfolk. Massive movement of Whitefronts in 

the country today, reported as moving east or south 
east. Presumably starting migration, leaving the UK, 
maybe heading for Holland first ?έ μ tƘƛƭ .ƻǊƭŜȅ μ 
Weybourne Heath | 5th 

Mallard  μ άA pair; bill-dipping display and mating on 
pond.έ μ ¢ƻƴȅ tƻǇŜ μ {ƘŜǊƛƴƎƘŀƳ tŀǊƪ μ нмst 

Pintail μ άFemale on the pond at Hillside Shire Horse 
Sanctuary again. I am beginning to wonder if this is 
the second one that visited as she is much shyer than 
the other and tends to swim about at the back of the 
pond. The first visiting one was a lot bolder and would 
come out onto the bank to feed with the sanctuary 
geese and ducks.έ μ 9ƭƭƛŜ CŀǊǊƻǿ μ ²Ŝǎǘ wǳƴǘƻƴ μ нсth 

Teal μ άKeeping well out of the way of the feeding 
dog Otter!έ μ 5ŀǾƛŘ DǊƛŦŦƛǘƘǎ μ {ŜƭōǊƛƎƎ tƻƴŘ μ пth 

Woodpigeon  μ άнȄ On fence, courting - very 
appropriate for Valentine's Dayέ μ ±ŀƭ {ǘǳōōǎ μ 
Weybourne | 14th 

Water Rail  μ άо ŀt least, squeaking and shrieking 
from the canal banks and marshes.έ μ .ƻō CŀǊƴŘƻƴ μ 
Dilham Canal | 24th 

Moorhen  μ άSustead Road. Garden pond. Nice to see 
after an absence.έ μ !ƭŀƴ {ǘŜǾŜƴǎ μ DǊŜǎƘŀƳ μ муth 

 

Member Highs, Lows and Ponderings  

All member comments are taken from the notes section of the website. We are getting a lot more detail on the  

birds and their activities these days which makes these summaries longer, but much richer, so please keep it up 

everyone!  

Observations from last month é..                  Member Extra!

Ringed Bird Highlights  
Just a reminder to folk logging ringed birds on our website. Although we send our data off en masse to the  

county recorder through BirdTrack uploads, we donõt directly contact ringing coordinators of individual 

projects ð that needs to be down to you if you have a sighting. Project coordinators love to get data on their birds ð after 

all, that is the reason for ringing them - so here is a reminder on how to do it from Chris Lamsdell:  

òPlease report your colour ring birds to the relevant project co-ordinator which can be found through the EU Colour 

Ring website https://cr -birding.org/ . Locally ringed Turnstones stones (red flag three letters starting JAA), Black -

headed Gulls (red rings starting 2C00) and Marsh Tit (white rings 00 -99) can be reported through 

https://iceni.shinyapps.io/sightings/  Metal only rings can be report to the BTO 

https://app.bto.org/euring/lang/pages/rings.jsp ó 
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Oystercatcher μ άThe oystercatchers are back! 3 
flying around the pond and surrounding fields at 
Hillside Shire Horse Sanctuary today. Lots of calling 
and posturing. TheyΩve been back a few days but this 
is the first day IΩve seen them, and theyΩve landed in 
the Pond Paddock.έ μ 9ƭƭƛŜ CŀǊǊƻǿ μ ²Ŝǎǘ wǳƴǘƻƴ μ 
23rd 

Lapwing  μ άоллȄ Minimum estimate, large flock 
flying low over field between Antingham and North 
Walshamέ μ {ǘŜƭƭŀ .ŀȅƭƛǎ μ bƻǊǘƘ ²ŀƭǎƘŀƳ μ нnd 

Purple Sandpiper  μ άAt last a Purple Sandpiper on 
rocks in front of The Crown. Nice to get a size 
comparison shot with a Turnstone.έ μ WŀƴŜ /ǊƻǎǎŜƴ μ 
Sheringham | 4th 

Woodcock  μ άI was called out from a neighbouring 
shop in Cromer where a bird had flown into their 
window. Now recovering behind our shed at work 
looking more lively now. The Woodcock flew off 
strongly heading east after recovering for a couple of 
hoursέ μ aŀǊƪ /ƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ μ Cromer | 2nd 

 

Goshawk  μ άIn the woods opposite Selbrigg Pond. 
Sound only via Merlin so not confirmed but we heard 
it about 4 times. Sounded similar to a green 
woodpecker but not quite right.έ μ 9ƭƭƛŜ CŀǊǊƻǿ μ 
Selbrigg Pond | 21st 

Red Kite  μ άMale in Upper Gresham flying around 
looking for road kill poor chap hasn't read the signs 
road closed today !!!έ μ !ƴƴŜ {ƛƳǎ μ DǊŜǎƘŀƳ μ мсth 

Buzzard μ άоȄ In the air together. These are the first 
Buzzards I've seen over the Sheringham section of the 
ridge for weeks.έ μ WŀƴƛŎŜ 5ŀǊŎƘ μ ¦ǇǇŜǊ {ƘŜǊƛƴƎƘŀƳ 
| 14 th 

Kestrel  μ άFemale - plucking chest feathers for about 
half an hour - so presumably getting ready to lay some 
eggs!! Lost balance occasionally!έ μ WŀƴŜ /ǊƻǎǎŜƴ μ 
Sheringham Cemetery | 25th 

Merlin  μ άFlew parallel to the car as we travelled 
west before it headed inland.έ μ WƻƘƴ IǳǊǎǘ μ ²ŀƭŎƻǘǘ 
| 1 st 

Skylark μ άсȄ All singing - I had just commented that 
I couldn't see any, when 1 promptly flew E over Mill 
Lane, and another 4 flew out of the field W of Mill 
Lane!! Another heard but not seen over clifftop 
grasslandέ μ ±ŀƭ {ǘǳōōǎ μ ²ŜȅōƻǳǊƴŜ /ƭƛŦŦǎ μ пth 

Cettiõs Warbler μ άпȄ quite a lot of variation in the 
songs but all still unmistakably Cetti's. Perhaps a 
couple of learners?έ μ .ƻō CŀǊƴŘƻƴ μ 5ƛƭƘŀƳ /ŀƴŀƭ μ 
24th 

Goldcrest μ άFeeding in tree by field nr Sexton's 
Lodge - it was fluttering under the branches picking 
off small insects; looked more like a moth than a bird! 
Club Walk 9.00-11.00έ μ ±ŀƭ {ǘǳōōǎ μ CŜƭōǊƛƎƎ tŀǊƪ μ 
18th 

Treecreeper  μ άоȄ First song of the year from our 
local Treecreepers, a lovely song with a cheeky 
upward inflection at the end of the phraseέ μ {ǘŜƭƭŀ 
Bayliss | Southrepps Common | 17th 

Song Thrush  μ άSat with my first coffee of the day, 
and for the first time this year was treated to the full 
works of this wee songster right outside the window 
for a full fifteen minutes.  Wonderful.έ μ 5ŀǾŜ .ƛƭƭƘŀƳ 
| Beeston Common | 11th 

Goldfinch  μ άBeen visiting our garden almost daily 
for the last two weeks and feeding on the dried 
ǎŜŜŘƘŜŀŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǘǘŀƎŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ōƻǊŘŜǊǎέ μ IŀƭŜ 
Family | High Kelling | 24th 
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љI've been around the Leas and Burlington Court 
area quite a lot for the last couple of months (for 
obvious reasons!) and a few weeks ago I thought it 
very odd that I could hear an Oystercatcher. Not 
that odd, you might think, but it appeared to be 
sitting on the Burlington roof and not on the beach 
or passing through. I then noted that a Starling was 
in the same area as the calling Oystercatcher. For 
four or five days - the same thing - and then one day 
it was obvious it must have been the Starling as 
there were no other birds around. So I had a 
brainwave: as it was calling I used my Merlin app - 
yep - it said it was an Oystercatcher. Damn good 
impressionist that bird!њШ҇ШsċŰĲШ9ƖŸƚƚĲŰ 
 
Library pics from John Wheeler and Richard Farrow 
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NENBC WhatsApp groups 

We have 3! We need your mobile number to sign 
you up for any of them and you will need to 
activate WhatsApp on your phone if you are not 
already using it. There are a few rules on the 1st 
two groups which you will need to agree to on sign 
up that ensures they run as smoothly as possible 
for our volunteer administrators and the instant 
info you get is of use. Please be aware that like all 
WhatsApp groups, your number will be visible to 
ŀƭƭ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ƘƛŘŜ 
them. 

 
NE Norfolk Sea -watching  is administered by 
Trevor Williams and is for any active and 
participating seawatchers along the north east 
Norfolk coast whether they are club members or 
not. 

NENBC Alerts  is administered by Tony Forster 
and is solely for club members to share news on 
the location of interesting birds within the club 
area. 

 
NENBC Communications  has been set up so 
we have a means of contacting members quickly 
and easily without going through the email / 
ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ǊƻǳǘŜΦ ²Ŝ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƭƛƪŜ ΧΦ 

 sending out reminders a day or two before 
scheduled club events 

 letting folk know where we are running a 
short-ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ΨtƻǇ-¦ǇΩ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ 
published schedule  

 advising to any last-minute changes to 
scheduled events  

Unlike the other WhatsApp groups only the 
Admins can send messages out; ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿƻƴΩǘ 
be able to respond Ǿƛŀ ƛǘ ǎƻ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀ 
lot of traffic on it. It ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ōƛǊŘ ŀƭŜǊǘ 
ǎƻ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŘǳǇƭƛŎŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜs of our other two. 

Membership Renewal  

Subscriptions for 2026  ð LAST CALL!!!!  

We hope you will continue to support the club in 2026 
by renewing your membership with us. The subs, 
which were due on 1st January, remain the same as 
last year:  

2026 calendar year membership of £15 per household 
ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀ ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ǇǊƛƴǘŜŘ нлнр !ƴƴǳŀƭ 
Bird Report which we hope will be ready for 
publication in the summer, or £12 without the report.  

Our preferred method of payment is by standing 
order, but one-off payments can be made 
electronically to the club account (Account Number: 
20842968 / Sort Code: 30- 94-34; TSB) or by posting a 
cheque to the membership secretary Colin Blaxill at 
Caitlins, Bernard Close, High Kelling, Holt NR25 6QY. 
/ƘŜǉǳŜǎ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǇŀȅŀōƭŜ ǘƻ άbƻǊǘƘ 9ŀǎǘ 
bƻǊŦƻƭƪ .ƛǊŘ /ƭǳōέ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ b9b./Φ LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ 
by cash then catch Colin or one of the other 
Committee Members at one of our events. 

We aren't intending to issue membership cards to 
existing members this year due to the rising costs of 
postage. Our club sponsor BirdVentures, who offer 
discounts on their own brand bird food to members at 
their Holt shop, are happy to accept your 2025 cards 
as proof of membership. Please get in touch if you 
ŎŀƴΩǘ ŦƛƴŘ ȅƻǳǊǎΗ 

Many thanks for your continuing support and 

engagement and happy birding for 2026!  
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Overview     General Walks Information  
 

 Talks on the last Thursday 

evening of the month at 

Gresham Village Hall from 

Sep-Nov and Jan-Apr, also 

available live via Zoom  

 Walks around Felbrigg Park 

on the 3rd  Wednesday 

morning of the month Sep -Jul 

 Varied monthly weekend 

walks and the odd evening 

one from Sep-Jul 

 Special events including:  

 Coordinated Seawatch  

 Walks Weeks  

 Christmas Social & AGM  

 New Yearõs Day Birding 
Challenge  

 NENBC Big Sit  

 Global Big Bird Day 

activities  

 Birding for Beginners 

Course  

 Short-notice themed ôpop-

upõ sessions 

Car-sharing is always 

encouraged, or even better, 

walking or cycling . 

 
 

General Talks Info  
 

  

 

Whatõs On?  

General Event Information  ð please see our website or ôupcoming eventsõ 

in this newsletter for fuller details  of what we have on offer  

 

Please wear clothing suitable to conditions  - footpaths can be muddy at 

any time of the year . 

YOUNG PEOPLE:  Children are always welcome if accompanied by 

well -behaved adults and we would be happy to see young members  

aged 16 and 17 attend unaccompanied with prior written consent from a 

parent or guardian who has also supplied a phone number where they 

can be contacted in an emergency.   

DOGS:  We regret no dogs  except assistance dogs . 

EQUIPMENT:  Binoculars are always recommended to gain full 

enjoyment from your birding and for some of our walks , a scope is 

definitely useful but donõt forget youõll have to carry it!  

ACCESSIBILITY : Unfortunately most of our walks arenõt suitable for 

wheelchair users but please do contact us on nenbc@aol.co.uk  to see 

which of our events are or could be adapted to be so. 

BADGES:  Birds seen on club -area walks count towards individual Star 

badges & if you walk or cycle from home, they also count towards your 

Eco-Badges. 

BOOKING:  In a change from previous years - you generally wonõt need 

to book for any of our walks so just turn up on the day if you fancy it . We 

advise joining the Wh atsApp Comms group which we will always use if 

we have to make any last minute changes. There may be the occasional 

time we do need advance numbers and bookings and if this is the case it 

will say so on our publicity  

LOCATION: Our indoor events are benerally held at Gresham Village Hall and unless otherwise stated they 

start at 7:30pm. Most are also available live v ia Zoom. The postal address is East Beckham Road, Gresham, 

Norfolk, NR11 8RT but note the published postcode might not take you to exactly the right spot! If you are 

coming through Aylmerton and Lower Gresham, turn right by the church (just after the school) and the hall is on 

your left. If you are coming through Gresham, turn left at  the church (just before the school) and the hall is on 

your left. If you are dropping down from East Beckham, the hall is on your right opposite the church.  

AT THE HALL:  Those of you attending in -person at the hall for our regular evening talks can expect a selection 

of home-made cakes plus tea, coffee, hot chocolate, wine and cold drinks during the interval and of course the 

chance to socialise with other members. We can cater for gluten -free or other requirements if you let us know in 

advance. We have a 2nd hand ônatural worldõ book stall for you to purchase from / contribute your no-longer -

required stock to, supplies of our club publications to buy (includin g our annual bird reports), a display of 

member photos and details on our upcoming events. We are happy to offer membersõ old birding equipment for 

sale at our events (or in our newsletter) with a contribution going to club funds.  

NO BOOKING REQUIRED  BUTé: It is always nice to know if you are coming to an evening talk but by no 

means essential so if it takes your fancy on the evening, please just turn up as we would love to see you! If you 

want the Zoom link though, you will need to let us know in advance!  

ACCESSIBILITY:  The hall is wheelchair accessible. The level car park at the hall is shingle but we can reserve a 

space next to the entrance if you need it.  

PARKING:  Access to the hall car park is off East Beckham Road, opposite the church. There is additional 

parking on the road along the side of the church itself and an overflow car park has kindly been offered to us by 

Gresham Village School. The school car park is  located on Cromer Road to the left of the school as you face it 

and at the left -hand end of the row of houses ð about a 300m walk from the hall. Please park considerately to 

allow maximum number of cars in the car parks and on the road but with en ough space for passing traffic to be 

able to get through, including agricultural vehicles. We can send you a map of the locality on request.  

mailto:nenbc@aol.co.uk
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Upcoming  Events  
 

In the coming weeks we have an extra 
special Felbrigg Park Walk  

offering a short or a standard stroll, 
and walk around Swanton Novers . 
Our March  Evening Talk  is about 
RSPB Strumpshaw Fen with the 
BTOΩǎ Drew Lyness. Look forward to 
seeing you at these events soon. 
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Felbrigg Park Monthly Walk  

18th  March 2026  

 
By popular request we will be  
trialling something different for this 
ůŸŰƣőќƚШƽċũťЮШfŰШċĬĬŔƣŔŸŰШƣŸШŸƨƖШƨƚƨċũШ
romp  (with Trevor promising we will be 
ŊŸŔŰŊШƚŸůĲƽőĲƖĲШƽĲШĬŸŰќƣШƨƚƨċũũǃШŊĲƣШ
to!), we will also be leading a second 
shorter and slower walk for those who find 
our normal offer more than they are 
willing / able to do. We really hope that 
many of you will come and join us. The 
plan is a staggered start with us all 
meeting up in the café afterwards at 
11am. 
 

Our Felbrigg Park walks are sociable events and  
cater for all levels of birding ability so come and 
give us a try. Our route is dependent on the local 
bird and other wildlife recently reported or likely 
to be present on the day. We normally see 
around 40 bird species on an average walk and 
ĲƻĲŰШŸŰШƣőĲШћƽŸƖƚƣќШŸŉШĬċǃƚШůŸƖĲШƣőċŰШΟΜЮ 

 
 

Walk 1 | 9:00am to 11:00am | º 2 miles 
A bit of a romp with Trevor Williams  
 

Walk 2 | 10:00am to 11:00am | º 1 mile 
Slow and steady with Nick Kimber  

 
 
 

 §Ш7§§uf ]ШÅEÄќ? | PARK & MEET: Main 
Felbrigg Hall car park т free for National Trust 

members | ACCESSIBILITY: footbaths, 
grassland, a bit of mud usually and can be 

uneven in places | FACILITIES: Café and loos at 
the Hall | CLUB BADGES: In area so all 
appropriate individual records count.  

 
18th March | 15th April  | 20th May 

 

Please come and join us on the 3rd Wednesday of 
the month (except August), you would be most 

welcome! 
 
 

Swanton Novers ð searching for Goshawks  
Saturday 14 th  March  2026 

9.00 am to midday   

Walk Leader: Seán Dempster  

 
The aim of walk is to see Goshawks which should be 

performing their aerial courtship displays at this time of 
year.  Hopefully, we will get a bright, warm, sunny morning 
which will encourage the Goshawks to fly. Mid -morning is 
often the best time so we wil l start off by walking through 
the Swanton Novers woods to a water meadow where the 

Norfolk Rivers Trust have created a new river through a 
wetland. We will walk for about 2 hours, covering a 

distance of about 3 miles. We will then return to Swanton 
Novers church, set up a watch point and hope to see 

Goshawks displaying. Telescopes would be useful as the 
birds can be distant. Common woodland birds should be 
seen on the walk but the main aim of the morning is to see 

Goshawks and other birds of prey  
 

PARK & MEET: St Edmunds Church, Little Wood Lane, 
Swanton Novers, NR24 2QU. Note that the postcode is the 

nearest available  | Grid reference: TG 015 323 | What3Words: 
shaver.dentistry.finally | GIS: Easting 601541, Northing 

332391 

DISTANCE: approx 3 miles  

ACCESSIBILITY: The walk will be on level ground, along a 
forest track and then on grassy paths beside the river.  The 
ground should not be too wet so walking boots will suffice. 
We can encounter poor weather in March, so please come 
prepared for chilly or wet conditions. There will be some 

standing/sitting while scanning for Goshawk, so lots of layers 
needed. Bring a folding chair if standing is a problem.  

FACILITIES: None!  

CLUB BADGES: The walk is in the club area so records count 
towards relevant club badges. 

No prior booking is required for this walk  
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 é. some advance notices   

 

Strumpshaw Fen and Buckenham Marshes  
A Grand Day Out  

 
 

Sadly this January walk was postponed as there was flooding at Strumpshaw and the site was 
closed for a few days . We had hoped to run something similar in the near future but we have taken 
the decision to reschedule this for the end of the year when we hope to have Drew Lyness on board  
again. In the meantime, Drew will be delivering our March talk so do come along to that љScarcities & 

Swallowtails: 50 Years of RSPB Strumpshaw Fenњ 

 

  

Birding for Beginners Programme 2026  

After a couple of years of not running this course, we hope to get back on track again this year 
with a spring course. We are still in the planning stages but we will be plugging this over the next 
few newsletter issues and very much hoping that sufficient of you will express an interest ASAP. 
[Delia, Kala & Mike, Tam & Mary, I have you down already]. Trevor and Carol run the 
programme one evening a week over three successive weeks and we charge members £10 
towards the hall hire costs, £15 for non-members. General outline below  

The Basics of Bird ID including: bird topography, feathers, moult, size, structure, colour, behaviour, sound 

Finding and  Seeing Birds including: field guides, optics, attracting birds to your garden, where to watch 

Migration including: reading the weather, bird movement, visible migration, vagrancy 

Taking your interest to the next level including: the club website, new technology 

 

Proposed dates: Three consecutive Wednesday evenings | probably 6:30pm to 9:30pm 

29th  April | 6th  May | 1 3th  May  

The Runtons  ð  

Saturday 1 8th  April  | 9am to 1pm  

Walk Leader: Trevor Williams  
By mid-April , spring migration should be getting started. This walk, around the villages of East and West 
ÅƨŰƣŸŰЯШƽŔũũШĲǂƓũŸƖĲШċШƻċƖŔĲƣǃШŸŉШĦŸċƚƣċũШőċĤŔƣċƣƚШċŰĬШũŸĦċũШůŔŊƖċŰƣШћőŸƣШƚƓŸƣƚќШũŸŸťŔŰŊШŉŸƖШċШůŔǂШŸŉШũċƣĲШ

wintering, summer breeding and migrating birds. Depending on weather and the state of the tide , this circular 
route will include some beach walking as well as mostly quiet country lanes. There is a caf é on route (run by 

long-time Club supporters Martin & Louise) which we may call in at, time permitting - also toi lets available. At 
ƣőŔƚШƣŔůĲШŸŉШƣőĲШǃĲċƖШċŰǃƣőŔŰŊШĦŸƨũĬШƣƨƖŰШƨƓШĤƨƣШƽĲќũũШĤĲШƓċƖƣŔĦƨũċƖũǃШũŸŸťŔŰŊШŉŸƖШìőĲċƣĲċƖЯШƽċŊƣċŔũƚЯШƽċƖĤũĲƖƚЯШ

hirundines and displaying raptors. Suitable for all skill levels - beginners to experts welcome!  
 

 §Ш ?é  9EШ7§§uf ]ШÅEÄÖfÅE?Ш҇Ш?EÑ fxÉШ§ ШìE7ÉfÑEШ  ?ШìfxxШ7EШf Ш EñÑШ~§ ÑcќÉШ EìxÉEÑÑEÅ 
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A date in your diary ð NENBC Annual Big Sit | Saturday 9th May 

cŸƽШůċŰǃШĤŔƖĬШƚƓĲĦŔĲƚШĦċŰШƽĲШƚĲĲШŉƖŸůШƣőĲШƚċůĲШƚƓŸƣШĬċƽŰШƣŸШĬƨƚťШтШŢŸŔŰШƨƚ 
ƣŸШǯŰĬШŸƨƣгШ[ƨũũШĬĲƣċŔũƚШŔŰШŰĲǂƣШůŸŰƣőќƚШŰĲƽƚũĲƣƣĲƖШƽŔƣőШƚŔƣĲƚШƓƖŸƻŔƚŔŸŰċũũǃШċƣ 
[ĲũĤƖŔŊŊШÂċƖťШċŰĬШ7ĲĲƚƣŸŰШ9ŸůůŸŰЮ 9ŸŔŰĦŔĬŔŰŊШƽŔƣőШ]ũŸĤċũШ7ŔƖĬШ?ċǃШоШìŸƖũĬШ~ŔŊƖċƣŸƖǃШ7ŔƖĬШ?ċǃШƽĲШ
ƽŔũũШċũƚŸШĤĲШŉƨŰĬƖċŔƚŔŰŊШŉŸƖШƽŸƖƣőǃШĤŔƖĬШĦċƨƚĲƚ ìĲШċƖĲШċũƚŸШőŸƓŔŰŊШƣŸШƖƨŰШĤŸƣőШċШůŸƖŰŔŰŊШċŰĬШ
ċŉƣĲƖŰŸŸŰШƽċũťШċƣШ[ĲũĤƖŔŊŊШÂċƖťШƚƣċƖƣŔŰŊШŉƖŸůШƣőĲШ7ŔŊШÉŔƣШƚŔƣĲЮ 
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By Carol Thornton 
 
xċƚƣШůŸŰƣőШƽĲШƽĲƖĲШĬĲũŔŊőƣĲĬШƣŸШƽĲũĦŸůĲШxŸƨŔƚċШ9ũċǂƣŸŰШƣŸШƚƓĲċťШƣŸШƨƚЮШÉőĲШŔƚШċŰШÅÉÂ7Ш
9ŸŰƚĲƖƻċƣŔŸŰШ ĬƻŔƚŸƖШƚƨƓƓŸƖƣŔŰŊШ§ƓĲƖċƣŔŸŰШÑƨƖƣũĲШ?ŸƻĲЯШċШƓċƖƣŰĲƖƚőŔƓШƓƖŸŢĲĦƣШŉŸĦƨƚĲĬШŸŰШ
ƖĲƻĲƖƚŔŰŊШƣőĲШĬĲĦũŔŰĲШŸŉШŸŰĲШŸŉШEŰŊũċŰĬќƚШůŸƚƣШũŸƻĲĬШŉċƖůũċŰĬШĤŔƖĬƚЮШcĲƖШƖŸũĲШŔƚШƣŸШƚƨƓƓŸƖƣШ
ŉċƖůĲƖƚШċŰĬШũċŰĬŸƽŰĲƖƚШŔŰШĦƖĲċƣŔŰŊШƣőĲШƖŔŊőƣШőċĤŔƣċƣƚШƣŸШőĲũƓШÑƨƖƣũĲШ?ŸƻĲƚШĤƖĲĲĬШƚƨĦĦĲƚƚŉƨũũǃЮШ
ÉŔŰĦĲШŢŸŔŰŔŰŊШŔŰШsċŰƨċƖǃШΞΜΞΡЯШƚőĲШőċƚШůċŔŰũǃШƽŸƖťĲĬШŔŰШÉƨǭŸũťЯШċŰĬШƚőĲШƚċǃƚШƚőĲШőċƚШƻĲƖǃШ
ůƨĦőШ ĲŰŢŸǃĲĬШůĲĲƣŔŰŊШũċŰĬŸƽŰĲƖƚШ ƽőŸШ ĦċƖĲШ ĬĲĲƓũǃШ ċĤŸƨƣШ
ƽŔũĬũŔŉĲЮШ 

xŸƨƚŔċШƚƣċƖƣĲĬШŸǭШƽŔƣőШċШĤŔƣШŸŉШĲĦŸũŸŊǃЮШEƨƖŸƓĲċŰШÑƨƖƣũĲШ?ŸƻĲƚШ
ĤƖĲĲĬШċĦƖŸƚƚШůƨĦőШŸŉШEƨƖŸƓĲШċŰĬШƣőĲǃШůŔŊƖċƣĲШƨƚŔŰŊШƣőƖĲĲШůċŔŰШ
ǰǃƽċǃƚаШƣőĲШƽĲƚƣĲƖŰЯШĦĲŰƣƖċũШċŰĬШĲċƚƣĲƖŰШƖŸƨƣĲƚЮШÑőĲШĤŔƖĬƚШƽĲШƚĲĲШ
ŔŰШƣőĲШÖuШĤĲũŸŰŊШƣŸШƣőĲШƽĲƚƣĲƖŰШ[ŉǃƽċǃШрШƣőĲǃШůŔŊƖċƣĲШƣőƖŸƨŊőШ
[ƖċŰĦĲЯШÉƓċŔŰЯШċŰĬШÂŸƖƣƨŊċũШċŰĬШƽŔŰƣĲƖШŔŰШƽĲƚƣĲƖŰШ ŉƖŔĦċЮШÑőĲШ
EċƚƣĲƖŰШ[ũǃƽċǃЯШĤǃШĦŸŰƣƖċƚƣЯШƚƣƖĲƣĦőĲƚШƣőƖŸƨŊőШ~ċũƣċЯШfƣċũǃЯШċŰĬШ
9ǃƓƖƨƚЯШ ĦŸŰŰĲĦƣŔŰŊШ ƣŸШ ƓŸƓƨũċƣŔŸŰƚШ ŉƨƖƣőĲƖШ ĲċƚƣЮШ ÑƨƖƣũĲШ ?ŸƻĲƚШ
ƣǃƓŔĦċũũǃШċƖƖŔƻĲШŔŰШƣőĲШÖuШċƖŸƨŰĬШůŔĬр ƓƖŔũШċŰĬШƚƣċǃШƨŰƣŔũШůŔĬр
ÉĲƓƣĲůĤĲƖЮШÑőĲǃШċƖĲШƣőĲШÖuќƚШŸŰũǃШůŔŊƖċƣŸƖǃШĬŸƻĲШƚƓĲĦŔĲƚЮШ 

xŸƨƚŔċШƣőĲŰШŊċƻĲШƨƚШċШůŔŰŔШůċƚƣĲƖĦũċƚƚШŸŰШőŸƽШƽĲШĦċŰШŔĬĲŰƣŔŉǃШċШ
ÑƨƖƣũĲШ?ŸƻĲШŸŰШƣőĲШŊƖŸƨŰĬШċŰĬШŔŰШǰŔŊőƣЯШŊċƻĲШƨƚШċШƖƨŰШĬŸƽŰШŸŰШƣőĲŔƖШ
ĤƖĲĲĬŔŰŊШĦǃĦũĲЯШŔŰĦũƨĬŔŰŊШƣőċƣШƣőĲǃШůċťĲШƨƓШƣŸШƣőƖĲĲШŰĲƚƣŔŰŊШ
ċƣƣĲůƓƣƚШƽŔƣőШƣƽŸШĦőŔĦťƚШƓĲƖШĤƖŸŸĬЮШ9őŔĦťƚШŰŸƖůċũũǃШċƓƓĲċƖШŉƖŸůШ
ƣŸƽċƖĬƚШƣőĲШĲŰĬШŸŉШsƨŰĲШċŰĬШƣőĲШŢƨƻĲŰŔũĲƚШŉĲĲĬШƣőĲůƚĲũƻĲƚЮШÑƨƖƣũĲШ
?ŸƻĲƚШ ƓƖĲŉĲƖƖĲĬШŰĲƚƣŔŰŊШőċĤŔƣċƣШ ŔƚШ ĬĲŰƚĲЯШ ƣċũũЯШ ċŰĬШ ƣőŸƖŰǃШ
ƻĲŊĲƣċƣŔŸŰШ ƣőċƣШ ŸǭĲƖƚШ ŊŸŸĬШ ƓƖŸƣĲĦƣŔŸŰШ ŉƖŸůШ ƓƖĲĬċƣŸƖƚЮШ fĬĲċũШ
ŰĲƚƣŔŰŊШƚƓŸƣƚШŔŰĦũƨĬĲШőċƽƣőŸƖŰШċŰĬШĤũċĦťƣőŸƖŰШőĲĬŊĲƚШŸƖШĦũƨůƓƚЯШ
ĲƚƓĲĦŔċũũǃШƽőĲŰШƣőƖĲċĬĲĬШƽŔƣőШŰċƣŔƻĲШĦũŔůĤĲƖƚШũŔťĲШĬŸŊШƖŸƚĲШċŰĬШ
ĤƖċůĤũĲЮ cŔƚƣŸƖŔĦċũũǃЯШÑƨƖƣũĲШ?ŸƻĲƚШŰĲƚƣĲĬШŔŰШůŸƖĲШŸƓĲŰШőċĤŔƣċƣƚШ
ċƚШƽĲũũЯШƚƨĦőШċƚШŉƖƨŔƣШŸƖĦőċƖĬƚЮШÑőŔƚШƽċƚШũŔťĲũǃШĬƨĲШƣŸШőŔŊőĲƖШ
ƓŸƓƨũċƣŔŸŰШĬĲŰƚŔƣŔĲƚШŔŰШƣőĲШƓċƚƣЯШƽőŔĦőШůĲċŰƣШůŸƖĲШĦŸůƓĲƣŔƣŔŸŰШ
ŉŸƖШƓƖŔůĲШŰĲƚƣŔŰŊШƚŔƣĲƚЮШÑƨƖƣũĲШ?ŸƻĲƚШŉĲĲĬШċũůŸƚƣШĲǂĦũƨƚŔƻĲũǃШŸŰШ
ƚĲĲĬƚШŸŉШƓũċŰƣƚЯШƨŰũŔťĲШŸƨƖШƖĲƚŔĬĲŰƣШƓŔŊĲŸŰƚШċŰĬШĬŸƻĲƚЯШƽőŔĦőШƽŔũũШ
ĲċƣШ ƻĲŊĲƣċƣŔŸŰЮ ÑőĲǃШŉŸƖċŊĲШ ĤǃШ ƽċũťŔŰŊЯШ ŰŸƣШ ƓĲƖĦőŔŰŊЮШ ÖŰũŔťĲШ
ǯŰĦőĲƚШŸƖШŸƣőĲƖШƚůċũũШĤŔƖĬƚШƣőċƣШĦċŰШĤċũċŰĦĲШŸŰШƚƣĲůƚЯШÑƨƖƣũĲШ
?ŸƻĲƚШŰĲĲĬШƣŸШƽċŰĬĲƖШƣőƖŸƨŊőШƽĲĲĬǃШċƖĲċƚШŸƖШċũŸŰŊШĲĬŊĲƚЯШƨƚŔŰŊШ
ƣƖċĦťƚШċŰĬШŸƓĲŰШƓċƣĦőĲƚШƣŸШċĦĦĲƚƚШƚĲĲĬШƚŸШŔĬĲċũũǃШƣőĲǃШŰĲĲĬШċƖĲċƚШ
ŸŉШĤċƖĲШŊƖŸƨŰĬШыƖŸƨŊőũǃШΟΜрΣΜӖьШċŰĬШƚőŸƖƣШƻĲŊĲƣċƣŔŸŰШƽŔƣőШũŸƣƚШŸŉШ
ƚĲĲĬШƓũƨƚШċШƽċƣĲƖШƚŸƨƖĦĲЮ  

Last Monthõs Evening Talk with Louisa Claxton  

òTurtle Doves ó 

NESTING HABITAT

²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ¢ǳǊǘƭŜ 5ƻǾŜǎ ƴŜŜŘΚ

-Dense, tall and thorny (At least 3m high, 4m wide) protection from

predators, support nest structureȓmessy, poorly constructed

- Hawthorn/blackthorn hedges, with climbers such as Dog rose and

Ivy

- Bramble scrub

-Height + density is more key (nest 2 metres high, on average)

tƘƻǘƻǎπ9ƭƛȊŀ [Ŝŀǘ w{t.

tƘƻǘƻǎπ9ƭƛȊŀ [Ŝŀǘ ϧ aŀǊƪ bƻǿŜǊǎ w{t.

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƛƳƛƴƎ ŦƻǊΗ
[ƻǘǎ ƻŦ ǎŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ¢ǳǊǘƭŜ 5ƻǾŜ ǘƻ
ŦŜŜŘ ό!ǇǊƛƭς{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊύ

¢Ƙƛǎ ŬŜƭŘ Ǉŀƴǎȅ ǇƻƛǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ōǳǊǎǘ
ƻǇŜƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ōŜǎƛŘŜ ƛǘΦ

https://www.operationturtledove.org/
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fŰШƣőĲШÖuШÑƨƖƣũĲШ?ŸƻĲƚШőċƻĲШĬĲĦũŔŰĲĬШƚŔŊŰŔǯĦċŰƣũǃШĤĲƣƽĲĲŰШƣőĲШΝΦΣΜƚШċŰĬШƓƖĲƚĲŰƣШĬċǃШċŰĬШƣőĲŔƖШƖċŰŊĲШőċƚШ
ĬĲĦƖĲċƚĲĬЮШÑőĲǃШċƖĲШŰŸƽШĦũċƚƚĲĬШċƚШċШƖĲĬрũŔƚƣĲĬШĤŔƖĬШŔŰШƣőĲШÖuШƽőŔĦőШƖĲƓƖĲƚĲŰƣƚШƣőĲШőŔŊőĲƚƣШũĲƻĲũШŸŉШĦŸŰƚĲƖƻċƣŔŸŰШ
ĦŸŰĦĲƖŰЮШÑőĲŔƖШĬĲĦũŔŰĲШƖĲǰĲĦƣƚШƣőċƣШŔŰШůċŰǃШŉċƖůũċŰĬШĤŔƖĬƚШĤƨƣШƣőĲǃШċƖĲШċƣШƣőĲШĲǂƣƖĲůĲШĲŰĬЮ 

 

fŰШΞΜΞΝШƣőĲШǯƖƚƣШŰċƣŔŸŰċũШÑƨƖƣũĲШ?ŸƻĲШĦĲŰƚƨƚШŉŸƨŰĬШƣőċƣШƣőĲƖĲШƽĲƖĲШċŰШĲƚƣŔůċƣĲĬШΞЯΜΜΜШ
ƣĲƖƖŔƣŸƖŔĲƚШƖĲůċŔŰŔŰŊШŔŰШƣőĲШÖuЯƽŔƣőШ ŸƖŉŸũťШƚƨƓƓŸƖƣŔŰŊШΝΜӖШŸŉШƣőĲШƣŸƣċũШƓŸƓƨũċƣŔŸŰЮШ
ÑőĲШŰĲǂƣШƚƨƖƻĲǃШŔƚШũŔťĲũǃШƣŸШĤĲШŔŰШΞΜΞΤЮШ ĦƖŸƚƚШEƨƖŸƓĲЯШƣőĲШĤŔƖĬƚШőċƻĲШċũƚŸШĲǂƓĲƖŔĲŰĦĲĬШ
ƚƨĤƚƣċŰƣŔċũШĬĲĦũŔŰĲƚЮШfŰШΞΜΝΡШƣőĲŔƖШŊũŸĤċũШƣőƖĲċƣШũĲƻĲũШŉŸƖШÑƨƖƣũĲШ?ŸƻĲШƽċƚШƨƓĬċƣĲĬШ
ŉƖŸůШũĲċƚƣШĦŸŰĦĲƖŰШƣŸШƻƨũŰĲƖċĤũĲШŸŰШƣőĲШfÖ9 ШƖĲĬШũŔƚƣЮШÑőŔƚШƖĲƚƨũƣĲĬШŔŰШċШůċŢŸƖШƓƖŸŢĲĦƣШ
ċŰĬШŔn 2018, a 10-year action plan was developed by experts from 50 countries, 
aiming to restore the Turtle Dove to a favourable population status.ШfƣШdetailed 

conservation actions to tackle issues such as habitat loss, lack of food availability and the impact of hunting. 
ÂƖŔŸƖШƣŸШΞΜΝΦЯШċƖŸƨŰĬШŸŰĲШůŔũũŔŸŰШÑƨƖƣũĲШ?ŸƻĲƚШŔŰШƣŸƣċũШƽĲƖĲШĤĲŔŰŊШőƨŰƣĲĬШũĲŊċũũǃШĲċĦőШċƨƣƨůŰШċĦƖŸƚƚШƣőĲШÉƓċŔŰЯШ
ÂŸƖƣƨŊċũШċŰĬШ[ƖċŰĦĲШċǭĲĦƣŔŰŊШƣőĲШĤƖĲĲĬŔŰŊШƓŸƓƨũċƣŔŸŰШŸŰШƣőĲШƽĲƚƣĲƖŰШǰǃƽċǃШċŰĬШƣőŔƚШƽċƚШƨŰƚƨƖƓƖŔƚŔŰŊũǃШ
ĬĲĦũċƖĲĬШƨŰƚƨƚƣċŔŰċĤũĲЮШ ШΠрǃĲċƖШőƨŰƣŔŰŊШůŸƖċƣŸƖŔƨůШƽċƚШŔůƓŸƚĬШ
ŔŰШΞΜΞΝШċŰĬШƣőŔƚШƖĲƚƨũƣĲĬШŔŰШċŰШċůċǍŔŰŊШΟΜӖШŔŰĦƖĲċƚĲШŔŰШÑƨƖƣũĲШ?ŸƻĲШ
ƓŸƓƨũċƣŔŸŰШĤǃШΞΜΞΠЮШ ƚШƣőĲШÖuШŔƚШċƣШƣőĲШŰŸƖƣőĲƖŰШĲĬŊĲШŸŉШƣőĲŔƖШ
ĤƖĲĲĬŔŰŊШƖċŰŊĲЯШƣőĲƖĲШŔƚШũŔťĲũǃШƣŸШĤĲШċШƣŔůĲрũċŊШĤĲŉŸƖĲШƽĲШƚĲĲШċШƖŔƚĲШŔŰШ
ÑƨƖƣũĲШ ?ŸƻĲШ ŰƨůĤĲƖƚШ őĲƖĲЮШfŰШΞΜΞΡШ ƣőĲШĦƖŔƣĲƖŔċШ ŉŸƖШ őƨŰƣŔŰŊШ
ƖĲƚƨůƓƣŔŸŰШƽċƚШůĲƣЯШċũũŸƽŔŰŊШċШƻĲƖǃШũŔůŔƣĲĬЯШƚƣƖŔĦƣũǃШĦŸŰƣƖŸũũĲĬШ
őƨŰƣŔŰŊШƕƨŸƣċШŔŰШìĲƚƣĲƖŰШEƨƖŸƓĲЮШÑőŔƚШƽċƚŰќƣШƨŰĲǂƓĲĦƣĲĬШċŰĬШƣőĲШ
ƕƨŸƣċШƽċƚШƚĲƣШċƣШΝЮΡӖШŸŉШƣőĲШƓŸƓƨũċƣŔŸŰШċĦƖŸƚƚШÉƓċŔŰЯШ[ƖċŰĦĲШċŰĬШ
ÂŸƖƣƨŊċũЮШÑőċƣќƚШŸŰũǃШΝΟӖШŸŉШƣőĲШƓƖĲрΞΜΝΦШőƨŰƣŔŰŊШũĲƻĲũƚШċŰĬШŔƚШ
ĬĲƚŔŊŰĲĬШ ƣŸШ ůċŔŰƣċŔŰШ ƚƨƚƣċŔŰċĤũĲШ ƖĲĦŸƻĲƖǃЮШ fŉШ ƓƖŸŊƖĲƚƚШ ƚƣċũũƚЯШ
ƕƨŸƣċƚШƽŔũũШĤĲШƖĲĬƨĦĲĬШŸƖШƖĲƣƨƖŰШƣŸШǍĲƖŸЮШÑőŔƚШċĬċƓƣŔƻĲШċƓƓƖŸċĦőШ
ĲŰƚƨƖĲƚШĦŸŰƚĲƖƻċƣŔŸŰШƖĲůċŔŰƚШƣőĲШƓƖŔŸƖŔƣǃЮ 

cċƻŔŰŊШĦŸƻĲƖĲĬШƣőĲШĦŸŰƚĲƖƻċƣŔŸŰШĦőċũũĲŰŊĲƚШŸŉШƣőĲШĤŔƖĬƚШŔŰШEƨƖŸƓĲЯШ
xŸƨŔƚċШƽĲŰƣШŸŰШƣŸШĬĲƚĦƖŔĤĲШƽőǃШÑƨƖƣũĲШ?ŸƻĲƚШőċĬШĬĲĦũŔŰĲĬШŔŰШƣőĲШ
ÖuЮШÉƣƨĬŔĲƚШőċƻĲШƚőŸƽŰШƣőċƣШĤĲƣƽĲĲŰШƣőĲШΝΦΣΜƚШċŰĬШƣőĲШΝΦΦΜƚШ
ƣőĲƖĲШƽċƚШċШĬŔƚƣŔŰĦƣШƖĲĬƨĦƣŔŸŰШŔŰШƓƖŸĬƨĦƣŔƻŔƣǃШƽŔƣőШŉĲƽĲƖШŰĲƚƣŔŰŊШ
ċƣƣĲůƓƣƚЮШÑőĲШĤƖĲĲĬŔŰŊШƚĲċƚŸŰШőċƚШƚőŸƖƣĲŰĲĬШƽŔƣőШƣőĲШũċǃŔŰŊШĬċƣĲШ
ΝΜШĬċǃƚШũċƣĲƖШŔŰШΞΜΝΣШƣőċŰШŔƣШƽċƚШŔŰШΝΦΣΣШċŰĬШĬĲƓċƖƣƨƖĲШĬċƣĲƚШΥШ
ĬċǃƚШĲċƖũŔĲƖШŸŰШċƻĲƖċŊĲЮШ§ƻĲƖШƣőĲШƚċůĲШƓĲƖŔŸĬЯШċƚШŔƣШőċƚШĤĲĦŸůĲШůŸƖĲШĬŔǭŔĦƨũƣШŉŸƖШĤŔƖĬƚШƣŸШǯŰĬШƚĲĲĬрƖŔĦőШċƖĲċƚЯШ
ŰċƣƨƖċũШƚĲĲĬШŔŰШƣőĲŔƖШĬŔĲƣШőċƚШĬƖċƚƣŔĦċũũǃШƖĲĬƨĦĲĬШċŰĬШŔŰƣċťĲШŸŉШƽőĲċƣШċŰĬШĤƖċƚƚŔĦċƚШőċƚШƖŔƚĲŰЮШ[ċƖůŔŰŊШ
ĦőċŰŊĲƚШŸƻĲƖШƣőĲШǃĲċƖƚШőċƻĲШƖĲƚƨũƣĲĬШŔŰШŉĲƽĲƖШċŰĬШũĲƚƚШƻċƖŔĲƣǃШŸŉШƽĲĲĬƚШĬƨĲШƣŸШőĲƖĤŔĦŔĬĲƚЯШċШůŸƻĲШŉƖŸůШƚƓƖŔŰŊШ
ĦƖŸƓƓŔŰŊШƣŸШċƨƣƨůŰШĦƖŸƓƓŔŰŊЯШċŰĬШċШƖĲĬƨĦƣŔŸŰШŔŰШŰƨůĤĲƖШŸŉШůŔǂĲĬШŉċƖůŔŰŊШƚǃƚƣĲůƚШċƚШƚŸĦŔĲƣċũШċŰĬШƓŸũŔƣŔĦċũШ
ĦőċŰŊĲƚШŔŰǰƨĲŰĦĲШƓŸũŔĦŔĲƚШċŰĬШĦőŸŔĦĲƚЮШ§ƣőĲƖШƚƣƨĬŔĲƚШƚőŸƽШƣőċƣШǰĲĬŊũŔŰŊƚШőċƻĲШċШŊƖĲċƣĲƖШĦőċŰĦĲШŸŉШƚƨƖƻŔƻċũШŔŉШ
ƣőĲŔƖШŰĲƚƣƚШċƖĲШŔŰШƚĲĲĬрƖŔĦőШőċĤŔƣċƣЮШÑƨƖƣũĲШ?ŸƻĲƚШċƖĲШċũƚŸШƚƨƚĦĲƓƣŔĤũĲШƣŸШĬŔƚĲċƚĲШũŔťĲШƣƖŔĦőŸůŸŰŔċƚŔƚЮ 

cċƻŔŰŊШŊŔƻĲŰШƨƚШċũũШċШƽĲċũƣőШŸŉШĤċĦťŊƖŸƨŰĬШŸŰШÑƨƖƣũĲШ?ŸƻĲЯШxŸƨŔƚċШƽĲŰƣШŸŰШƣŸШƣċũťШċĤŸƨƣШĦŸŰƚĲƖƻċƣŔŸŰШċĦƣŔŸŰШŔŰШ
ƣőĲШÖuШċŰĬШƽőċƣШƽĲШĦċŰШĬŸШƣŸШőĲũƓШťĲĲƓШƣőĲůШċШÖuШĤƖĲĲĬŔŰŊШƚƓĲĦŔĲƚЮШxŸƨŔƚċШċŰĬШőĲƖШƣĲċůШċƣШ§ƓĲƖċƣŔŸŰШÑƨƖƣũĲШ
?ŸƻĲШƽŸƖťШƽŔƣőШũċŰĬŸƽŰĲƖƚШċŰĬШůċŰċŊĲƖƚШƣŸШŊŔƻĲШċĬƻŔĦĲШŸŰШůċŰċŊŔŰŊШĲǂŔƚƣŔŰŊШőċĤŔƣċƣƚШŉŸƖШƣőĲƚĲШĬŸƻĲƚШċŰĬШ
ĦƖĲċƣŔŰŊШŰĲƽШƚƨŔƣċĤũĲШőċĤŔƣċƣƚШŉŸƖШĤŸƣőШŰĲƚƣŔŰŊШċŰĬШŉŸƖċŊŔŰŊЯШƚŔŊŰƓŸƚƣШŉƨŰĬŔŰŊШŸƓƓŸƖƣƨŰŔƣŔĲƚШċŰĬШƚƨƓƓŸƖƣШƣőĲůШ
ƽŔƣőШƚƨƓƓũĲůĲŰƣċƖǃШŉĲĲĬŔŰŊШŔŰŔƣŔċƣŔƻĲƚЮШ  

&ÉÓÈÅÒ ÅÔ ÁÌȢ ɉΨΦΧήɊ

üSince 1970ȗs Turtle

doves suffered steep

declines

üCritically endangered

in the UK.

üReflects the decline in

manyfarmlandbirds

but TD are at

theextremeend.
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xŸƨŔƚċШĲǂƓũċŔŰĲĬШƣőċƣШƣőĲШĤŔŊŊĲƚƣШŔůƓċĦƣШŔƚШůĲĲƣŔŰŊШƣőĲШΟΜΜůШƖƨũĲШтШ
ŉŸƖċŊŔŰŊШőċĤŔƣċƣШċŰĬШċШƽċƣĲƖШƚŸƨƖĦĲШƚőŸƨũĬШĤĲШƽŔƣőŔŰШΟΜΜůШŸŉШ
ŰĲƚƣŔŰŊШőċĤŔƣċƣЮШÑőŔƚШőĲũƓƚШƚƨƓƓŸƖƣШƣőĲШǰĲĬŊũŔŰŊƚШŔŰШƣőĲŔƖШǯƖƚƣШΟШ
ƽĲĲťƚШċƚШƣőĲǃШĬŸŰќƣШƻĲŰƣƨƖĲШŉċƖЮШÉőĲШƣőĲŰШƽĲŰƣШŸŰШƣŸШĬĲƚĦƖŔĤĲШőŸƽШ
ĬĲŰƚĲШŰĲƚƣŔŰŊШőċĤŔƣċƣШŔƚШĤĲƚƣШċŰĬШƽĲШĦċŰШőĲũƓШŉċĦŔũŔƣċƣĲШƣőŔƚШƣőƖŸƨŊőШ
ĤĲƣƣĲƖШůċŰċŊĲůĲŰƣШŸŉШƚĦƖƨĤЯШŔŰĦũƨĬŔŰŊШőĲĬŊĲƚШĲŊаШƣƖŔůůŔŰŊШőŔŊőĲƖШ
ċŰĬШƽŔĬĲƖШƣŸШĲŰĦŸƨƖċŊĲШċШĬĲŰƚĲƖШƚƣƖƨĦƣƨƖĲЯШċШΞтΟШǃĲċƖШƖŸƣċƣŔŸŰШƣŸШ
ƓƖŸůŸƣĲШǰŸƽĲƖШċŰĬШĤĲƖƖǃШƓƖŸĬƨĦƣŔŸŰЯШƖŸƣċƣŔŸŰċũШőĲĬŊĲрũċǃŔŰŊШŸƖШ
ĦŸƓƓŔĦŔŰŊШŉŸƖШŸƻĲƖрůċƣƨƖĲШŸƖШũĲŊŊǃШƚĦƖƨĤЯШůŔǂĲĬрċŊĲШƚĦƖƨĤШċĦƖŸƚƚШ
ũŸĦċũШőċĤŔƣċƣƚШĲƣĦЮШÑőŔƚШƚƨƓƓŸƖƣƚШŸƣőĲƖШƚƓĲĦŔĲƚШċƚШƽĲũũШċƚШĬŸƻĲƚЮШ
xŸƨŔƚċШƣċũťĲĬШƣŸШƨƚШċĤŸƨƣШƣőĲШŔůƓŸƖƣċŰĦĲШŸŉШċĦĦĲƚƚŔĤũĲШƽċƣĲƖЮШÉőĲШ
ƖĲĦŸůůĲŰĬƚШƓŸŰĬШƖĲƚƣŸƖċƣŔŸŰƚШƽőĲƖĲШƓŸƚƚŔĤũĲЯШŔŰĦũƨĬŔŰŊШŊőŸƚƣШċŰĬШ
ǍŸůĤŔĲШƓŸŰĬƚЯШĤĲĦċƨƚĲШŸŉШƣőĲШŉċŰƣċƚƣŔĦШĤĲŰĲǯƣƚШŉŸƖШŊĲŰĲƖċũШ
ŉċƖůũċŰĬШƽŔũĬũŔŉĲЮШìőĲƖĲШƖĲƚƣŸƖċƣŔŸŰШŔƚŰќƣШċŰШŸƓƣŔŸŰЯШċШƽċƣĲƖрǯũũĲĬШ
őŸƖƚĲШĤƨĦťĲƣШƽŔũũШĬŸШƣőĲШƣƖŔĦťШƣŸŸгШ[ŸƖċŊŔŰŊШċƖĲċƚШċƖĲШŔůƓŸƖƣċŰƣШŉŸƖШ
ÑƨƖƣũĲШ?ŸƻĲƚШċŰĬШŸŉƣĲŰШƣőĲƖĲШċƖĲШĲǂŔƚƣŔŰŊШћċĦĦŔĬĲŰƣċũќШŉŸƖċŊŔŰŊШőċĤŔƣċƣШ
ċƖĲċƚШƣőċƣШċƖĲШƚƨŔƣċĤũĲШтШũŸƽШŊƖŸƽŔŰŊШƓũċŰƣƚЯШƚĲĲĬШƓƖŸĬƨĦƣŔŸŰШĲƣĦЮШfƣШ
ŔƚШŔůƓŸƖƣċŰƣШƣŸШũŸŸťШċƣШĦƖĲċƣŔŰŊШŰĲƽШőċĤŔƣċƣШƣŸŸШċŰĬШĦƨũƣŔƻċƣĲĬШ
ůċƖŊŔŰƚШŉŸƖШƖċƖĲШċƖċĤũĲШƓũċŰƣƚШċƖĲШŸŰĲШƽċǃШƣŸШĬŸШƣőŔƚЯШƽŔƣőШƣőĲШƓƖŸƻŔƚŸШ
ƣőċƣШĬƨĲШƣŸШƣőĲШƖƨũĲƚШŸŰШƚŸůĲШċŊƖŔрĲŰƻŔƖŸŰůĲŰƣШƚĦőĲůĲƚШƣőċƣШĬŸŰќƣШ
ċũũŸƽШŉŸƖШůŔĬрƚĲċƚŸŰШƻĲŊĲƣċƣŔŸŰШůċŰċŊĲůĲŰƣЯШƣőĲƚĲШůċƖŊŔŰƚШĦċŰШ
ĤĲĦŸůĲШƣŸŸШĬĲŰƚĲШŉŸƖШƣőĲШĬŸƻĲƚЮШÉŸƽŔŰŊШċШƣċŔũŸƖĲĬШƽŔũĬǰŸƽĲƖШůŔǂШ
ŰĲǂƣШƣŸШƣƖċĦťƚШŔƚШċШũĲƚƚШƓĲƖŉĲĦƣШĤƨƣШċĦĦĲƓƣċĤũĲШƚŸũƨƣŔŸŰЮШ
ĦťŰŸƽũĲĬŊĲĬШĤċƖƖŔĲƖƚШĲǂŔƚƣШĬƨĲШƣŸШĦőċŰŊĲĬШċƓƓƖŸċĦőĲƚШƣŸШċƖċĤũĲШ
ŉċƖůŔŰŊШŔŰШƖĲĦĲŰƣШǃĲċƖƚШƽőŔĦőШőċƻĲШũĲĬШƣŸШċШŉŸĦƨƚШŸŰШƚŸŔũШőĲċũƣőШƣŸШ
ƣċĦťũĲШƓƖŸĤũĲůƚШũŔťĲШĦŸůƓċĦƣŔŸŰЯШƽċƣĲƖũŸŊŊŔŰŊШċŰĬШĲƖŸƚŔŸŰШċŰĬШċШůŸƻĲШċƽċǃШŉƖŸůШƚŸŔũШĬŔƚƣƨƖĤċŰĦĲШċŰĬШĤċƖĲШ
ŊƖŸƨŰĬШтШŰŸƣШƚŸШŊŸŸĬШŉŸƖШƣőĲШĬŸƻĲƚЮШÑǃƓĲШŸŉШƚŸŔũШĦċŰШċũƚŸШũŔůŔƣШƣőĲШĬĲƻĲũŸƓůĲŰƣШŸŉШůċƖŊŔŰƚШƽŔƣőШũŔŊőƣШŉƖĲĲр
ĬƖċŔŰŔŰŊШƚŸŔũШůŸƖĲШƚƨŔƣĲĬШƣŸШƣőŔƚШƣőċŰШĦũċǃШƣǃƓĲƚЮШxŸƨƚŔċШĲǂƓũċŔŰĲĬШƣőċƣШŸŉƣĲŰШƽőĲŰШƣőĲǃШƻŔƚŔƣШċШŉċƖůЯШƣőĲǃШĦċŰШ
ǯŰĬШƚƨŔƣċĤũĲШŰĲƚƣŔŰŊШőċĤŔƣċƣШċŰĬШƽċƣĲƖШƚŸƨƖĦĲШĤƨƣШŰŸƣШċũƽċǃƚШƣőĲШŉŸƖċŊŔŰŊШőċĤŔƣċƣШƽŔƣőŔŰШĦũŸƚĲШƖċŰŊĲЮШ ƚШċШ
ƣƖċŰƚŔƣŔŸŰċƖǃШůĲċƚƨƖĲЯШƣőĲǃШċĬƻŔƚĲШƚƨƓƓũĲůĲŰƣċƖǃШŉĲĲĬШĤĲƣƽĲĲŰШůŔĬр ƓƖŔũШċŰĬШůŔĬрsƨũǃЮШ9őŔĦťƚШċŰĬШǰĲĬŊũŔŰŊƚШ
ƽŔũũШĤĲШůŸƖĲШőĲċũƣőǃШŸŰШċШĬŔĲƣШŸŉШŰċƣƨƖċũШƚĲĲĬЯШƚŸШŸŰĦĲШŊŸŸĬШƕƨċũŔƣǃШŰċƣƨƖċũШŉŸƖċŊŔŰŊШőċĤŔƣċƣШŔƚШĲƚƣċĤũŔƚőĲĬЯШ
ƣőĲƖĲШƚőŸƨũĬŰѣƣШĤĲШċШŰĲĲĬШƣŸШĦŸŰƣŔŰƨĲШƚƨƓƓũĲůĲŰƣċƖǃШŉĲĲĬŔŰŊЮ 

xŸƨŔƚċШĦŸŰĦũƨĬĲĬШƽŔƣőШċШƖĲůŔŰĬĲƖШŸŰШőŸƽШŔůƓŸƖƣċŰƣШŔƣШŔƚШŉŸƖШ§ƓĲƖċƣŔŸŰШÑƨƖƣũĲШ?ŸƻĲШƣŸШƖĲĦĲŔƻĲШƖĲĦŸƖĬƚШŸŰШƣőĲШ
ĤŔƖĬƚШċƚШŔƣШőĲũƓƚШċĬƻŔƚĲƖƚШƣŸШƣċƖŊĲƣШƣőĲŔƖШƽŸƖťЯШƚŸШƓũĲċƚĲШĦŸŰƣŔŰƨĲШƣŸШƖĲƓŸƖƣШŸŰШƣőĲШĦũƨĤШƽĲĤƚŔƣĲЯШĤĲŔŰŊШůŔŰĬŉƨũШ
ŸŉШƖƨũĲƚШċƖŸƨŰĬШĲǂċĦƣШĤƖĲĲĬŔŰŊШũŸĦċƣŔŸŰƚШыŔŉШƽĲШƚőŸƨũĬШĤĲШƚŸШũƨĦťǃгьШƚŸШƣőċƣШŸƨƖШƖĲĦŸƖĬƚШĦċŰШŉĲĲĬШŔŰШƣŸШƣőĲШ
ĦŸƨŰƣǃШĬċƣċЮШcĲƖĲќƚШċШŰŔĦĲШƕƨŸƣĲШŉƖŸůШőĲƖШƣőċƣШƽċƚШċШŊŸŸĬШƣƖċŰƚŔƣŔŸŰШŔŰƣŸШŸƨƖШƚĲĦŸŰĬШƓƖĲƚĲŰƣċƣŔŸŰШŸŰШũŸĦċũШ
ÑƨƖƣũĲШ?ŸƻĲƚаШљ]ĲƣƣŔŰŊЮőċĤŔƣċƣЮƖŔŊőƣЮŉŸƖЮÑƨƖƣũĲЮ?ŸƻĲƚЮĦċŰЮĤĲЮĬŸŰĲЮĤǃЮŔŰĬŔƻŔĬƨċũЮũċŰĬŸƽŰĲƖƚЮĤƨƣЮƽőĲƖĲЮƽĲЮƚĲĲůЮ
ƣŸЮƚĲĲЮůŸƚƣЮƚƨĦĦĲƚƚЮŔƚЮƽőĲƖĲЮőċĤŔƣċƣƚЮċƖĲЮĤĲŔŰŊЮĦƖĲċƣĲĬЮċĦƖŸƚƚЮċЮũċŰĬƚĦċƓĲдЮfƣЮůċťĲƚЮƚĲŰƚĲЮшЮċĬƨũƣЮÑƨƖƣũĲЮ
?ŸƻĲƚЮĦċŰЮƣƖċƻĲũЮƨƓЮƣŸЮΤΣťůЮŉŸƖЮŉŸŸĬеЮƚŸЮŔŉЮŸŰĲЮŉŸŸĬЮƚŸƨƖĦĲЮŔƚЮƨƚĲĬЮƨƓЮŸƖЮĤĲĦŸůĲƚЮŔŰċĦĦĲƚƚŔĤũĲЮƣőĲƖĲЮċƖĲЮůŸƖĲЮ
ũŔťĲũǃЮƣŸЮĤĲЮŸƣőĲƖƚЮŰĲċƖĤǃдЮÑőĲЮƣőƖĲĲЮőċĤŔƣċƣƚЮÑƨƖƣũĲЮ?ŸƻĲƚЮŰĲĲĬЮĬŸŰѢƣЮőċƻĲЮƣŸЮĤĲЮŸƽŰĲĬЮĤǃЮƣőĲЮƚċůĲЮũċŰĬŸƽŰĲƖеЮ
ĦŸũũċĤŸƖċƣŔŸŰЮĤĲƣƽĲĲŰЮƚŔƣĲƚЮċŰĬЮƽŔƣőŔŰЮŉċƖůЮĦũƨƚƣĲƖƚЮċŰĬЮŊƖĲĲŰЮƻŔũũċŊĲƚЮŔƚЮċЮŊƖĲċƣЮƽċǃЮŉŸƖƽċƖĬЮњ 

 

ìĲШǯŰŔƚőĲĬШƣőĲШĲƻĲŰŔŰŊШƽŔƣőШ
ŸƨƖШŸƽŰШÑƖĲƻŸƖШìŔũũŔċůƚШƽőŸШ
ŊċƻĲШƨƚШċШĤƖŔĲŉШƓŸƣƣĲĬШőŔƚƣŸƖǃШ
ŸŉШÑƨƖƣũĲШ?ŸƻĲШŔŰШƣőĲШ E 79Ш
ċƖĲċШċŊċŔŰƚƣШċШĤċĦťĬƖŸƓШŸŉШ
ĦŔƣċƣŔŸŰƚШŉƖŸůШÑőĲШ ŸƖŉŸũťШ
7ŔƖĬШ ƣũċƚШыΝΦΥΣьЯШÑőĲШ7ŔƖĬƚШŸŉШ
ÉőĲƖŔŰŊőċůШыΝΦΥΤьЯШÑőĲШ
7ŔƖĬƚШŸŉШ[ĲũĤƖŔŊŊШÂċƖťШыΞΜΝΥьЯШƣőĲШ ŸƖŉŸũťШ7ŔƖĬШѼШ~ċůůċũШÅĲƓŸƖƣШΞΜΞΠЯШƣőĲШƽŸƖťШŸŉШ[ĲũĤĲĦťШÑƖƨƚƣШċŰĬШƣőĲШ
ċƚƓŔƖċƣŔŸŰƚШŸŉШŢŸŔŰĲĬШƨƓШƣőŔŰťŔŰŊШƽŔƣőШƣőĲШÖƓƓĲƖШ7ƨƖĲШѼШ]ũċƻĲŰШ9ŸŰƚĲƖƻċƣŔŸŰШÑƖŔċŰŊũĲЮШÑőĲƖĲШƽċƚШůƨĦőШ
ĬŔƚĦƨƚƚŔŸŰШċŰĬШƕƨĲƚƣŔŸŰƚШċƣШƣőĲШĲŰĬШŸŉШƣőĲШĲƻĲŰŔŰŊШċŰĬШőŸƽШĲŰŊċŊĲĬШƣőĲШċƨĬŔĲŰĦĲШƽĲƖĲШƚőŸƽƚШőŸƽШŔůƓŸƖƣċŰƣШ
ċŰĬШũŸƻĲĬШƚƓĲĦŔĲƚШƣőĲШÑƨƖƣũĲШ?ŸƻĲШŔƚЮ  

NENBC records since the club started

2025-bred at Kelling Heath (17th Apr-9th Aug) ad hoc reports from 3 location

2024-bred at Kelling Heath (9th May-31st July) ad hoc reports from 3 locations

2023-bred at Kelling Heath (2nd May-28th Aug) no ad hoc reports

2022-present at Kelling Heath (23rd May-13th June) ad hoc reports 2 locations

2021-bred at Kelling Heath (5th May-9th Aug) ad hoc report from 5 locations

2020-bred at Kelling Heath ( 8th May-26th July) ad hoc report from 3 locations

2019-bred at Kelling Heath (14th May-22 Sept) ad hoc reports from 1 location

2018-present Kelling Heath (11th May-13th June) ad hoc reports from 4 locations

2017-bred at Kelling Heath ( 18th April-15th Aug) ad hoc reports from 5 locations

2016-bred Kelling Heath (1st May-14th Aug) ad hoc reports from 6 locations

2015-bred at Kelling Heath (2nd May-21st Aug) ad hoc reports from 7 locations

https://www.felbecktrust.org.uk/
https://www.ubgctriangle.org/
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 By Dave Billham 
 

For the first time in what felt like many months, it 
appeared that we were going to have a dry walk! Yes, it 
was grey, windy and rather chilly, and still muddy 
ǳƴŘŜǊŦƻƻǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ŘŀȅΩǎ ǊŀƛƴΣ ōǳǘ ǘƻŘŀȅ ǿŜ 
would stay dry. And that was a good thing! Seventeen 
members had turned up, including our lead, Trevor, and 
our sweeper-upper at the back, Carol. We were getting 
decidedly cold as we stood in the car park waiting for 
the off, so Trevor thought it was best to spend most of 
the walk in the woods, where we would be somewhat 
sheltered and would hopefully find some of the winter 
woodland species we had not yet seen this year. 

The car park list was a little shorter than usual, 
consisting of the many Common Gull that were still 
over-wintering on the grassland, along with smaller 
numbers of Woodpigeon, Rook and Jackdaw that call 
ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƭŀƴŘ ΨƘƻƳŜΩ ŀƭƭ ȅŜŀǊ ǊƻǳƴŘΦ Blackbird and 
Robin were singing from the bushes around us, a small 
flock of Goldfinch were in the trees and a lone 
Greenfinch flew overhead, calling as it went. Just before 
we were due to set off, a Common Buzzard was 
ǎǇƻǘǘŜŘΣ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ƛǘΩǎ Řŀȅ ōȅ ǎƛǘǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ Řƛǎǘŀƴǘ ŘŜŀŘ ǘǊŜŜΦ 
As we were watching it, we noticed movement in the 
grass below it; a thrush flock feeding on the ground. 
Mistle Thrush and Redwing were noted, along with a 
Great Spotted Woodpecker and a Pheasant ς a good 
start. 

Moving towards the woods behind the house, Blue Tit 
were heard in the trees, and Feral Pigeon seen on the 
garden walls. A Magpie flew over, and as we entered 
the woods a Jay was heard raucously calling before 
being seen high in a tree. Then, bird-wise, it all went a 
bit quiet, and we walked for quite some distance before 
we heard the calls of Nuthatch, somewhere in the 

branches above us. A Great Tit started singing, and as 
we tried to find it a small flock of Long-tailed Tit 
appeared, flitting busily through the trees.  

 

We were now approaching the small area of heathland, 
recently cleared of the Western Hemlock trees that had 
filled it, as part of the National Trust policy of removing 
non-native trees from their land. (Interestingly, Trevor 
told us that in a warming climate, where certain native 
tree species would start to struggle, Western Hemlock 
has been listed a species that would flourish, and could 
be a suitable replacement for those we might lose). 
Here we hoped to find something avian, but a calling 
Stock Dove was all we came across, until a Woodcock 
burst into the air in front of us, giving most of us a very 
good view as it shot towards the trees then dropped 
down into cover. A flock of five finches, seen a few 
minutes later and too distant to identify, escaped the 
list. 

We re-entered the woods, heading for a spot favoured 
by Firecrest, in the hope of seeing one of these wee 
sprites. None were showing today, but we did find 
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another small bird, a Wren, calling from the depths of 
some scrub. Further woodland perambulating brought 
us near to the house, where a most unusual call stopped 
us in our tracks and had us looking at each other in 
puzzlement. We decided to wait to see if the call came 
again; once more it did, then it morphed into the 
tuneful song of a Song Thrush! Perhaps it was just 
warming up, or practising a new variation ς whatever, it 
was not what you would expect of this songster! 

We were now passing off to one side of the house, 
heading for the lake, when suddenly a thirty second 
burst of sunshine appeared courtesy of a small hole in 
the clouds, just as Carol was taking a photo of the group. 
This brief blast proved to be the only sun we saw all 
morning, so if this photo is the only one illustrating this 
article, believe me it was not typical of the morning!  

 

Passing some low scrub, a Robin and a Dunnock were 
seen, along with another singing Song Thrush and more 
Redwing. Along a grass track with small trees either 
side, a Goldcrest was found on a tree right by us, 
initially looking like a moth as it hovered around the 
lower branches, looking for insects. It gave good views, 
but an even better poser was a Treecreeper, which 
allowed excellent views from a distance of just a few 
feet and, for once, remaining on the visible side of the 
tree!  

 

On the walk down towards the lake we added Carrion 
Crow, Chaffinch and Kestrel to the list, before arriving 
at the top of the slope overlooking the water meadows.  

 

From here we spotted Mute Swan, Coot, Teal and 
Mallard, along with six male Shoveler, asleep half 
hidden on the edge of the reeds.  

 

On the lake itself were thirty-two Tufted Duck, this 
number including the Tufted/Ferruginous hybrid. Also 
present were a number of Gadwall, a lone Moorhen, 
and two species of gull; Black-headed Gull and Herring 
Gull. With our time almost up, we headed back to the 
house; we found no new species on the way, but our 
total of 40 for the morning was not too bad at all. 

 

The March walk will be a little different, as there will 
be two walks ς the usual 9am start for a walk of two 
hours, and the second starting at 10am and lasting 
for one hour, led by Nick Kimber. Both walks will 
finish at the house at 11am, so we can all get 
together to compare notes and drink coffee! So if the 
thought of two hours walking seems too much, why 
ƴƻǘ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǊǘŜǊ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ŀ ǘǊȅΚ ¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ 
get up so early either! Tufted Duck photo ς Ken Thornton 
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By Andy Clarke  

After what seemed never-ending dull and dreary weather it was a delight to arrive at Happisburgh in glorious 
sunshine.  The northerly wind might have been cold but that was not going to deter the seven club members 
ƽőŸШŊċƣőĲƖĲĬШŉŸƖШċШéċũĲŰƣŔŰĲќƚШ?ċǃШƽċũťШŔn this quiet corner of the NENBC recording area.  After the usual 
health and safety briefing we started by scanning the gulls feeding in the surf but were unable to find anything 
other than the usual Herring, Black-headed and Common Gulls.  No sign of a possible Little Gull that Jo had 
called while we were assembling, nor of the Iceland Gull that has recently been hanging around the sea 
defences at Sea Palling which could be seen in the distance.  While we were looking a small group of Brent 
Geese approached from the east and then settled on the sea.  We opted to do the circular walk to the old 
coastguard lookout rather than heading south to Cart Gap, and we were rewarded immediately with a pair of 
Stonechats on the rough ground on the cliff top, this being all that remains of the garden of the last house 
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with Collared Doves and Magpies in the nearby trees.  A Robin flitting in the roadside spinney, a calling 
Dunnock, a brief burst of Wren song and a fly-over pair of Meadow Pipits meant that the smaller birds were not 
missed. 

The churchyard and nearby gardens can be good at migration time, but are often quiet in winter.  However we 
were lucky with a small but mobile flock that included Great Tits, Blue Tits, a lone Coal Tit and two Long-tailed 
Tits.  The churchyard trees held singing Greenfinches and three Goldfinches, and the sheltered hedges a 
number of Blackbirds taking ivy berries. 

The walk to the playing field was quiet, but did produce the expected Pied Wagtails and the identity of a distant 
flock of Lapwings in flight was confirmed from a photograph.  We decided to have a look at the bowling green, 
and quickly found a single Fieldfare feeding on the green.  
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