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ros Corner

By John Swallow
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weeks | have become aware of bird song outside my we will plan a number of events to explain the

bedroom window. Faint at first, my local Blackbird is
becoming louder as each day passes, makes me
smile every morning.

Each year, just after the winter solstice | notice birds

terminology, somes/b6 Y 5 Wa Y wlland | £+ 6 Y
importantly newsletter updates on how you can be
involved and make a difference in this excellent
citizen science project.
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evidence and it may be in part be my wishful thinking
but it seems that birds notice that days are becoming
ever so slightly longer and they begito sing. Even on
dark winter days in January and February, my
favourite bird, the Skylark sings and with few other
singers the Mistle Thrush (or Storm Cock) is
noticeable at this time of year as it too joins this early
chorus.

f OWnecHmqWf W YUK qigé ROt Ws 1JLL
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As | write this in late February, before the official
(meteorological) start of spring, sunshine is beginning
to feel pleasantly warm. So each morning tis simple
Blackbird song gives me pleasure, a welcome start to
the day and reminds me to listen again to Blackbird

by the Beatles.

As highlighted in JanuaryAndy Clarke and | visited
Dawn Balmer at BTO, Thetford imid-Februaryto

hear more about the preparation foupcoming Bird
Atlas 2027-31 and it proved to be a very useful
meeting. My key takeaways were that the

methodology will be the same as the 20011 Atlas

with timed Tetrad (2 x 2km squares) visits, 8 required
per 10km square for the National Atlas, winter and
summer visits etc but work is ongoing in providing an
app which means that your sightings will
ceqYO0cqRHcCOGO! WHWYWet +t RNOWJT
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BTO are also putting effort imbout how to record
species seen at a distance (ie buzzards, where are
they recorded?).

It sounds very promising and as a Committee we will
be discussing how we might take part. BTO provides
help to bird clubs like ours to create a local atlas so
we will be considering the feasibility of our Club
participating and creating our own Atlas. Thex are
eight 10km squares in our Club Area, five are full
squares and three are partial squaregin the sea!) so
for the National Atlas there will be approx 48 Tetrads

to survey and approx 154 Tetrads for a local atlas.

Not too long now until International Dawn Chorus
Dayat the beginning of May
article worth a read about why birds sing The Dawn
Chorus | Bird Spot

Also, those of you with a copy of our NENBC Bird
Report for 2018 (copies still available from the club
for a small contribution!) could have a look at Moss
Tay!l or 0 sSomgrPériods Regordéed in 2018 6 .
Based on records added by our members to our
website that year, the article includes lots of charts
showing the months in which 61 species were
reported singing in our area along with some
supporting commentary from Moss. For members
who want a bit more of the science, Moss and Andy
Clarke went on to writ e a paper based on our
records entitled 0Song p
birds in northeast Norfo
the April 2021 edition o
Abstract:

MEYUNWRY We Wt 3! Wndécaqel JWY™n
birds. The timing of singing and the factors affecting this
were popular topics of investigation in the first half of
the twentieth century but have been relatively little
studied since. The timing obird song in the UK may
have changed in response to recent changes in climate.
This paper presents the results of a project to document
the song period of common breeding species by the
North East Norfolk Bird Club. Comparing the results
with earlier workindicates no significant changes in the
timing of song, although comparison with Gilbert

i 6RqUKt W qel Rt WRUWq6 IWIR
song in the Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla now starts earlier.|.
Examining the song periods of UK birds on a wider
geographical scale and over a longer period would be
timely, to refine our understanding of how factors such
as weather and climate influence the timing and
intensity of bird song. Introduction Song is central to the
life-cycle of passerine birds: it is hav a male establishes
and defends a territory, and how he attracts a mate
(Marler & Slabberkoorn 2004). Singing takes
considerable energy (Franz & Goller 2003; Ward & Slate
2005) and hence is used only when needed: many
species cease singing once breedings under way,
whereas species that defend a winter territory resume
singing in autumn. The timing of when birds sing is thus
CWt P! WnWeqgel JWYNnWao6WRI WeUO
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A Note from the Editor

By Carol Thornton

Welcome to our March newsletter ! It was good to
see a few of you at oysop-up seawatchlast weekend at
Cromer. | saw my first Eider of the year despite the mist s
was quite pleased with myself. These are great events to * Louisa Claxton * Freddy Wilke *

get you into the swing of seawatching with an experience * Maisie Royal * Sofia Gruson * Vinnie Purdy *
ESIFR YR &A3KGAYTA FyR A IR e T Ao e R el
your Blue Badge so maybe give it a go next time? We
advertise them on the club website and on our WhatsApp
Groups a couple of days before. So far we have been runi Can anyone advise Vallease?
these from Cromer North Lodge Park with Trevor but we
would be delighted to hear from armgther members who ) . L A
would be happy to lead a pepp and any of our other o Kt QS ySOS _N‘J assy ' 2At 2
coastal locationsAll of our otherupcoming dub eventsare extremely unlikely that | will ever see one in the NENBC

listed frompage 1250 fope to see you at onef thosesoon. area. However, | believe they are still to be found in the
north of the country. In April we are heading off to

Yorkshire for a few days to celebraiar Ruby wedding A
anniversary. Does anyone know any sites in Yorkshire th
are likely to be good for Willow Tit at that time of year? It
would be a great anniversary present to see obek | Y

Welcome to our new member s
0 we look forward to seeing you soon!

Help! | want to see a Willow Tit!

Talking of events, those of you who have expressed an
AYyiSNBadG o6FryR (Kz2asS 2F &2d
dates from oumBirding for Beginnergourseg end of April

and first part oMay (seepageld). We werequite tight on

potential times when we had lead and hall availability so tf
is an earlier spring course than we have run before but it | Val Stubs| vstubbs1961@gmail.com
may mean we get a better selection of birds to practice or

Do let us know if you can come. A quick update fromAndrew Gorton You may remember
environmental consultant studentéseepage34). We sponsored walk during February to raise funds for our
would very much appreciate as many of you as possible conservation partneFelbeck Trustchedk out their new
taking part in aronline surveyfrom Maisie, one of our websitd), with which plenty of you volunteer. We are

consultants, about the expanding use of Al in birding so | delighted to report that Andrew walked over 70 miles ang
expect an email on that in the near future. Maisie will also| raised £350 for this excellent cause. Fantastic effort!

0SS 22AYyAy3a deslbriggParkddublé mideelS | ra

walk to see how folk use Merlin in the fiel&he would love to meet some of ysa please do come alorzgnd have a chat
GAGK KSNJ Fo2dzi 0ANRAY 3 | yiwo viiaRsQHisirAe thedududl wBhZ e\dfiom FaznhoHA faih &
and a shorter more sedate affair with Nick from 10am to 11bimpefully see you there!

WKNRdJdZAKT 2N BB QFN2 Yy (i Gdg& ik shordingp Y12 S/ME@idaof idagésform members main
photo Grey Plover [Richard Farrow]
and then clockwise from top left
Ringed Plover [Richard], Redshank
[Mark Clements], Oystercatcher
[Steve & Barbara Lines], Dunlin
[Richard]ForMarch, our theme

will be Yhigrants incoming{so get
clicking!

Hereare my favourite member
photos from Febuary, selected
fromtheonesi KI i RARY Q
on to our monthly NENBC Bird
Highlightssectionof the more
unusual species. a lovely singing
Wrenshowing spring is on its way
anda hovering Kestrehoth from
Richardrarrow a garden Blackbird
from Ken Thornton (I had nearly
forgotten that it snowed last
month!) and a Buzzard having a
scratch from Jane Crossen.

Thanks all!
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NENBC Bird Highlights o0 February 202 6

By Carol Thornton

& 6,850 individual records covering 139 bird
All records are from the NENBC website and submitted by species were added in  February
members unless otherwise stated.We used a little bit of Al
to help collate this reportbut it is predominantly of human origin!

February 2026 | The highlightremained the Eastern Black Redstart that has been around The Leas in
Sheringham since24™ December. Also of interest wereVelvet Scoter, Lapland Bunting and a nice selection of
geese includingBrent, Barnacle, Tundra Bean and White-fronted Geese plus Merlin, grebes and Shagwere
also of interest During the month 6.858 records were uploaded by 73 recordersand 139 species recorded
which seems a bit down in terms of records compared to recent years.

Brent Goose | Records ofbirds throughout the oy - R g § I
month passingup and down the length obur coast. 1} ‘_‘**‘f;j" : e /2_": LA, S .’
Lots of single figure counts but pak movement e AN RN L RS SR

involved 117 birds at Weybourne on the'§ 106 west ;,;:;
and 11 east during a seawatch. A flock of 62 grazing i 4
winter cereal field at Doggetts Lane Happisburgh on .
1stand 20 there on the 20 were the only records of
birds away from the ®a. Photo 1 courtesy of Steven & :
& Barbara Lines R S S iy e e 5 Do
Barnacle Goose | Most records were from 1 to 8" : - .
around the Weybourne sites, generally feeding on
harvested beet fields, with the largest count of 78 at
Weybourne Heath on 7. A single bird was reported
in aploughed field at Happisburgh on 17 in aflock

of over 1,000 Pinkfeet , with records of 17 birds there
the following day. Three birds were west past
Sheringham and Weybourne on 22. Photo 2
courtesy ofMark Clements

Tundra Bean Goose| There were records of up to 8
individuals in the harvested beet fields at Weybourne
with the Pink-feet flocks up until the 8" of the month
and no furtherWeybournereports until 2 east past
there on26™. An intriguing apparent hybrid
(suggested to be Tundra x Whitéront) apparently
paired with a pure Tundra Ban Goose was reported
there on 4"and 7". Twobirds werereported in afield
at Happisburgh on 17, with 8 birds there the
following day. Photo 3 courtesy of Mark Clements

White -fronted Goose | Most records were from 1 to
8", predominantly around the Weybourne sitesThe
5" proved to be a spectacular day with up to 350
feeding up at Weybourne Heath with reports from
across the country of a massive movement of this
species, presumably prepping for or starting their
migratory journeys. Triple figure counts also reported
on 7" and 8". In the second half of the month things
were quieter, with double figure counts past




Sheringham on 17" and west Runton on 22, two on
a beet field in Happisburgh on 18 and two more in
Aylmerton on 28'. Photo 4 courtesy of Mark
Clements

Velvet Scoter | Two Velvet Scoters flew east past
Weybourne on the 4.

Goosander | A single redhead east past Weybourne
on 5" and a pair, east again, at Sheringham ort"9
were the only records this month.

Red-breasted Merganser | A pair west past
Sheringham on 17 and a single drake west at
Weybourne Cliffs on 229,

Grey Partridge | Five were flushed from a fieldn
Weybourne on 1st, and two flew across a lane at
Aldborough on 11"

Red-necked Grebe | A single was on the sea at
Sheringham on & having flown in from the west, and
a single heading west landed on the sea off Beaston
Bump on 17

Slavonian Grebe | A singledrifted west past
Weybourne Cliffs on 2%, the only record of the
month. Photo 5 courtesy ofOllie Allison 7

»
)

Black-necked Grebe | A singlewas on the seaoff
Weybourne on 1@, drifting west. . -

Grey Plover | With the exception of a single w est off
Sheringham on 24 all February records were from

West Runton irregularly from 1 through to 26". -
.Most records were of 14 individuals, with 6 there on

18" and 7 on24". Photo 6 courtesy of Richard Farrow

Bar-tailed Godwit | A singlebird moving west along
the coast on 17" from Cromer Lighthouse & East e
Cliffs was speed-checked for our flight speed data
project at Sheringham Tank

Knot Twenty-four west past Weybourne on 18.

b 4

Dunlin | Five east at Sheringham on'8 with up to 2
feeding there the same day. Nine west past
Weybourne onl16™ plus 2 similarly on 20" and finally
a single on the beach at West Runton on 24Photo 7
courtesy ofRichard Farrow

Purple Sandpiper | Having been sadly absent from
the usual haunts in Sheringham this past winter, the & ;.
first sighting of a single bird was on'3 Likely to be :
the same bird with plumage suggesting a juvenile,
was reported also reported there on 4, 6", 7" and 8"
sRa6WeWnel q6 131 W IGYI q Y n“E
rocks west of the pier at Cromer on 10. No further reports.. Photo 8 courtesy of Mick Rebane

Woodcock | Twenty six records from % through to 27" from 12 locations. Predominantly singles with 2
recorded at Beeston Common, Weybourne, Kelling Heath and Ingworgius 3 at Swafield and Spa Common.
A bird struck a window at Cromer on'? and recovered éee page 10).

a
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Jack Snipe| One flushed at Felbrigg Park on 17and
one located with thermal imager at Thornagevater
meadows on 25" and one in Greshanb™.

Kittiwake | Just 7 records with singles reported along
the coast off Weybourne and Sheringham in the first
half of the month, with 26 east pasWeybourne on ¥
and 4 east past Sheringham on'6 Photo 9 courtesy
of Mark Clements

Little Gull | Seven reports over 5 days with 5 past
Weybourne on 4 and up to 8 past there on 5,
Singles reported offshore feeding from Sheringham
on 6" and 28" and Weybourne on 18.

Mediterranean Gull | Singles off Weybourne on %
and 9" then no reports until 14". Twenty four reports
between then and 28, mostly singles from
Sheringham, Weybourne, Walcott, West Runton,
Weybourne area, and Cromer sites with 2 at
Sheringham andWest Runton on 18 and 5 passing
Weybourne on 26'. Away from the sea, there was a
single on fields around Sheringham Cemetery on 27
and 28". Photo 10 courtesy of Russell Page

Red-throated Diver | Plentiful records from I
through to 28". Most records were of birds in flight
with just a handful reported on the seaRecords
came from Weybourne area through to Trimingham
with triple-figure counts from Weybourne on 1 (128)
and 29 (142) plus Sheringham (114) on 28

Great Northern Diver Great Northern Divers were
recorded off Weybourne on the 2nd, when two birds X
were seen moving along the coast, and again on the

17", when a single bird was noted.

12

Fulmar | Fifty reports of generally 16 birds from
Weybourne, West Runton East Runton, Sheringham
and Cromer. A high count of 16 east at Sheringham
on 19" and 16 again at Cromer on 10 nesting on
cliff face.

Shag| A single adult Shag was seen on the sea off
Sheringham on the 6. Photo 11 courtesy of Stu Buck |

Goshawk | Up to 3 birds reported at the usual haunt =
of Swanton Novers between 1% and 25", including
exhibiting soaring and displaying behaviour.
Elsewhere, a bird heard only at Selbrigg pond on 21
and a single was seen over Edgefield on 2and 25".
fnW YaWécec2WUk qt 330w Yt
have) consider joining our club walk at Swanton
Novers on 14" March (seewebsite orpage 13). Photo
12 courtesy of Mark Clements

Hen Harrier | A malewas heading east over Southrepps Common oia8" and a female flew west over Felbrigg
Park & Lake on 28,

Kingfisher | Two were seenaround thelake island at Blickling Parkon 20" and also heard calling plus asingle
bird was also reported near the bridge there on 27 Photo 13 courtesy of Nick Kimber
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Merlin | Singles were noted at both Walcott and
Sustead Common on .

Peregrine | Birds werereported around Cromer
church on 7", 12", 14" and 239, sometimes the
breeding pair together or sometimes records of them
apart. There are many more sightings of this celebrit
pair on the Cromer Peregt) IJ WA | YT UHqK |
sites and the webcam is now p and running for 2026
(see page 34 for details). Further afield, sightings of
singles at Weybourne on #, 18" and 215 plus
Sheringham on 17.

Raven| Ravens were seen on six dates this month,
including two birds at Dilham Canalon 21%. Other

sightings involved single birdoover Gresham,
Sheringham, Holt,Felbrigg Park Glaven Valley,

Kelling Heath and Holt Country Park & Lowes.

Marsh Tit | Disappointingly few records of this
species thus far this year with just 6 sightings of
singles at Selbrigg PondFelbrigg Park, Thornage and
Mannington Hall park.

Woodlark | Woodlarks were active on Kelling Heath
on three datesin the month, withreports on the 14",
24" and 25" with some singing and showing noted.

Dartford Warbler | Reports of 22 birds from Kelling
Heath on 5 dates. On 2% two males were heard in

rival song Photol4 courtesy of John Wheeler

Firecrest | Singlebirds were recorded at Beeston
Common on 8" and 25", with 2 birds reported at
Felbrigg Park on 2% Photo 15 courtesy of Mark
Clements

Black Redstart | Sixty three records of Black
Redstart last month, predominantly of the lingering
Eastern Black Redstart at Sheringham. Also reports
there of a more regular male and female. Elsewhere,
clWht e Gl AR WG CG WS ¢t W I#Y
and 16" and another single on feeders at Melton

Constable on 26". Photo 16 courtesy of Jane
Crossen

17

an undisclosed site Sheringham on the 17 and 22",
Photo 17 courtesy ofMark Clements

Tree Sparrow A dngle Tree Sparrowvas recordedat k

Grey Wagtail | Twenty reports of this lovely bird from | ) % O '

8 locations in Februaryr Sheringham, Sheringham
Cemetery, Selbrigg Pond, Holt, Felbrigg Park,
Beeston Common, Beeston Regis, Blickling Park. All &
were singles except for 2 at Sheringham on"and 3
8". Photo 18 courtesy of Jane Crossen

Rock Pipit | Singles reported at Sheringham on 27
and 28". Photo 19 courtesy of John Wheeler
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Brambling | There were high counts from Thornage a
the beginning of the month with 30 there onsland

25 on 29, A single was at Selbrigg Pond orf"4nd
singles again atGresham on three dates.

Redpoll | A single(Lesser) Redpoll was heardsinging
from the church grounds at Bodham on 10.

Common Crossbill | Four birds were at Swanton
Novers on 4"and 22, 2 flew over Kelling Heath o
24" and a flock were heard flying over th&reat
Wood at Felbrigg Park on 21

Lapland Bunting | An immature or female was seen
with Skylark and Linnets on a club walk on fand a
single flight call was also heard.

Snow Bunting | Flocks were noted along the
Weybourne Cliffs coastal path, with 30 birds in a
harvested beet field on 8 and 20 on or over fields

5 131 qUWyYnw? 3¢ Ore2306 whre Eadhigy
in a field east of the coastguard cottaget
Weybourne.Photo 20 courtesy of Jane Crossen

March : Wh at t o forward QI
20

Early migrants will begin tanove in greater variety and numbers in March ensuring sesatchers and vis
miggers are rewarded] RUHA G 1Jt AWGRGRqt AW ¢ wiltbe dildhe mdllesasivell @sotlslse N g ¢
and thrushes returning north will bring with them the firstRing Ouzels especially in light north-east winds.
Stonechat numbers normally peak in late March andlack Redstarts can be numerous towards the end of

the month. At time of writing, the last sighting orthe wires of the celebrity Eastern Black Redstart at
Sheringham was2"™ March; it may have leftbut it may be because you all have recording fatigudleal flocks

can be checked forGarganey, and any inland pools of water could produce &ittle Ringed Plover. Along our
coast the first Sandwich Terns, Sand Martins and Wheatears will be found. Scarce birds occurring in March,
with warm temperatures and southeast winds, may includeHoopoe and Alpine Swift, aspeciality of the

club area, between Sheringham and Mundesley.ast March we had a credible report of aesser Spotted
Woodpecker at Selbrigg Pond. According to théesser Spot Network March and April are the best times to
look and listen for thisUK red listed speciescalling and drumming in wet, broadleaf woodland so you never
know, you could be lucky! UT WI YUk qWn Y NIJqWa VY Wt GesEidcTOrlijddi'cddid]direus didn
the 14" for a walk around Swanton Novers$ollowed by a static watch for GoshawkT see page 13.
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Observations from | ast mo nt Menter Extral

H
Just a reminder to folk logging ringed birds on our website. Although we send our data off en masse to the S S
county recorder through BirdTrack uploads, we dondét direfgt
projects & that needs to be down to you if you have a sighting. Project coordinators love to get data on their birds 0 after

all, that is the reason for ringing them - so here is a reminder on how to do it from Chris Lamsdell:
OPl ease report your col our r i voglinaboiwhidhscantb®founditreoughehe EWWCalaut pr p j
Ring website https://cr -birding.org/ . Locally ringed Turnstones stones (red flag three letters starting JAA), Black
headed Gulls (red rings starting 2C00) and Marsh Tit (white rings 00 -99) can be reported through
https://iceni.shinyapps.io/sightings/ __ Metal only rings can be report to the BTO
https://app.bto.org/euring/lang/pages/rings.jsp 0

There were no comments on our website
last month that we could spot regarding
ringed birds but | did see this photo on the
website gallery from John Wheeler

Marsh Tit
Mannington Hall Park, 27 * February

There are a couple of articles on ringing this
month from page 24.

A

Brent Goose p 62xGrazing winter cereal field at the country today, reported as moving east or south
the north end of the lane and in the recording area east. Presumably starting migration, leaving the UK,
including one pale bellied bregt. p W2 Ky | dzNInaybefheading for Holland firsé? p t KA €
Happisburgh (Doggetts Lane) 1 Weybourne Heath |

BarnacleGoose p & . NASTt e 2y {KS Malar®@ SiNJ gairdbyfidipping display and mating on
YSIR2gad ! FANBO | YR Y2ail powtdzaudz¢t2 yNE Q2NBEP ép i KVE2NKRy
Hurst | Mundesley | 8 Pintail p Feimale on the pond at Hillside Shire Hors
HYBRID Tundra Bean Goose p & K| NEeS & (i S Ranctuary again. | am beginning to wonder if this is
field with pinkfeet. Pair. First observed this pair of the second one that visited as she is much shyer tha
birds on the 28 of January, one has an all pinkish / the other and tends to swim about at the back of the
orange beak and small white blaze. | co@ainake pond. The first visiting one was a lot bolder and Vdou
this feature and the plumage add up, and was left come out onto the bank to feed with the sanctuary
with several thoughts as to its identity. Having finally geeseandducks. p 9t f AS CI NNPg
spoken to James McCallum, who with others, have Teal y Keeping well out of the way of the feeding

seen this bird, general consensus is it is considered to dogOttert p 51 AR DNRAFFXRGKE
be a Tundra / Whitdronted goose hylid.e t KA f

Borley | Weybourne | 4 Woodpigeon p  @n fieénce, courting very

_ ) - appropriate for Valentine'sDay p =+ € { (d
Pink -footed Goose u & MBpstead Rd. Lovely to Weybourne | 14"

see them heading to roost against a blue sky instead
of just hearing theminthefog. p !ty {GS
Gresham | 14

White -fronted Goose | & o pharktested beet field
with pinkfeet. A truly awesome sight to see this size
flock in Norfolk. Massive movement of Whitefronts in

' rr\frVRa” & least| squeaking and shrieking
fro t%e cgnal banks and marshés. y . 26 C|
Dilham Canal | 24

Moorhen p Sustead Road. Garden pond. Nice to se
afteranabsencé. py !ty {0S@8ya
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Oystercatcher p Thee oystercatchers are back! 3
flying around the pond and surrounding fields at
Hillside Shire Horse Sanctuary today. Lots of calling
and posturing. TheQe been back a few days but this
is the first day@e seen them, and th&ye landed in

the Pond Paddock. p 9ff AS CI NNR g
23
Lapwing p & dVinimém estimate, large flock

flying low over field between Antingham and North
Walshant p { G St €I Fet™w™a p
Purple Sandpiper u Atdast a Purple Sandpiper on
rocks in front of The Crown. Nice to get a size
comparison shot with a Turnstorie. § = WI y' S
Sheringham | #

Woodcock p | was called out from a neighbouring
shop in Cromer where a bird had flown into their
window. Now recovering behind our shed at work
looking more lively now. The Woodcock flew off
strongly heading east after recovering for a couple of

M

hours v

al N] Crom& Y28y &

Goshawk p Indhe woods opposite Selbrigg Pond.
Sound only via Merlin so not confirmed but we heard

it about 4 times. Sounded similar to a green
woodpecker but not quite right. p 9t f A S CI
Selbrigg Pond | 2L

Red Kite p Male in Upper Gresham flying around
looking for road kill poor chap hasn't read the signs
road closedtoday '8 p ! yyS {AY#&

Buzzard p  dnaHe air together. These are the first
Buzzards I've seen over the Sheringham section of the
ridge forweek€ py WIF YA OS 5 NOK
| 14t

Kestrel p Female- plucking chest feathers for about
half an hour- so presumably getting ready to lay some
eggs!! Lost balance occasionadly! p Wl Yy S / NP
Sheringham Cemetery | 25

Page D

D

Merlin u Fléw parallel to the car as we travelled

west before it headed inland. p W2 Ky | dzl
|1St
Skylark p Al sthging | had just commented that

I couldn t see any, when 1 promptly flew E over Mill

HLarte, 2fd notét2Y &7 ot ob'the field W of Mill

Lane!! Another heard but not seen over clifftop
grassland p It {ddzmoa ¥

Cetti 0s utIEadom of variation in the

2 S¢&

Wa
b ZMhYsfHut anlsti Gnﬁn%t%abw Cétti's. Perhaps a

couple of learners? 20

240

CINYyR2y

I NBidaresy u Egeding in tree by field nr Sexton's

Lodge- it was fluttering under the branches picking
off small insects; looked more like a moth than a bird

ClubWwalk9.001.0¢ py =+ {{(dzoo0a
18th
Treecreeper y  @FiosEsong of the year from our

local Treecreepers, a lovely song with a cheeky
upward inflection at the end of the phrase u
Bayliss | Southrepps Common | %7

Song Thrush p Sat with my first coffee of the day,

and for the first time this year was treated to the full
works of this wee songster right outside the window
for a full fifteen minutes. Wonderfld. p 511 @S
| Beeston Common | 11

i

Goldfinch p Been visiting our garden almost daily
for the last two weeks and feeding on the dried
daSSRKSIFRa 2F GKS 02001l 3¢
Family | High Kelling | 24

Ibve been around the Leas and Burlington Court
area quite a lot for the last couple of months (for
obvious reasons!) and a few weeks ago | thought it
very odd that | could hear an Oystercatcher. Not
that odd, you might think, but it appeared to be
sitting on the Burlington roof and not on the beach
or passing through. | then noted that a Starling was
\ in the same area as the calling Oystercatcher. For
four or five days- the same thing- and then one day
it was obvious it must have been the Starling as
there were no other birds around. So | had a
brainwave: as it was calling | used my Merlin app
yep- it said it was an Oystercatcher. Damn good
impressionist that bird!w LT Ws ¢ U1JW9 | Y

Library pics from John Wheeler and Richard Farrow




Club Notices

Club Sponsor Bird Ventures offer a 5% discount
on own-branded wild bird food to NENBC members all
year. Have a look at the Bird Ventures website
www.birdventures.co.uk as they also supply feeders

to the Newsletter ....:

We are a'Wa

s
"€commengy yson the look,,

ut for

Contributions : and much more with good advice and help for garden ourindoo; ations fo, SPeakers f,
i relianton input from others. % bird enthusiasts. Free local delivery available may haveof’°8famme, oridea i
i neW$|e“: richer from having2 wide \Tange ¢ . —— find SUbjects you'd | g
G 4and we could really o with soﬂ\; Bird Ventures, The Wildlife Shop, th 9 Sspeaker on. If ike us to
arqﬁd\e:;:tle‘:::unaslorim You really :f’:;f::\;i, 9B Chapel Yard, Albert Street, Oughts, please dl’Oponlu by any
’ t::a bud"“l'”";“;::ﬁ:l:h;o:‘:n;\ or without Holt, Norfolk NR25 6HG on ahstevenss, m:';'an emai|
ter. It can be ' o athink about .com
“:t:::(l:sl,:v'ha&eversuns, P\e::!c 2:::;;{;“3:‘,“‘ P Telephone 01263 710203 Thank yoy
whether th:r\e lslaon:‘T:l:E:"V deadline for any -55:*: salesbirdventures@aol.com -
a future publicat! ; nth, but it wou!
is the last dzzg:‘:g::n:s‘mu are planningto
begood ¥ submit an article. \ Opening Hours:
ard to hearing from L ’
Looking forw Monday °
10:15am-4:00pm Bird
Tuesday to Saturday [ We cou|
9:00am-4:00pm ot 0r donatio d ith ¢
Sunday Closed sta/) Ns ore b
atoy, ind, Irds 4 ot 00k
. ot OfFI'e/d Gui Orernts. h ¥ natUre
NENBhatsApp groups don’s really €S 1o the by a athe, ,
. R n
We have 3! We need yourabile numberto sign € co Id do 3Ny More Offt € Worly
you up for any of them and you will need to A :Jateria/f,o anth some Or: those, b
: : e n
activate WhatsApp on your phone if you are not tha Ny books lan ert, omeadmg
already using it. There are a few rules on tHe 1 "8ht syjs br,,,g shing ¢, VOU‘" Ifyoy
. . . " r
two groupswhich you will need to agree to on sig “'GVentso” ] et Shelyeg
) o
up that ensures they run as smoothly as possibl ne of

for our volunteer administrators and the instant
info you get is of usd?lease be aware that like all
WhatsApp groups, your number will be visible to
Fff GK2aS 2y (KS 3INPRdz
them.

is administered by
Trevor Williams and is for any active and
participating seawatchers along the north east
Norfolk coast whether they are club members or
not.

is administered by Tony Forster
and is solely for club members to share news on
the location of interesting birds within the club
area

has been set up so
we have a means of contacting members quickl
and easily without going through the email /
gS0aridsS NRBdziSo 2SS LI I

sending out reminders a day or two befor
scheduled club events
letting folk know where we are running a
shorty 2 1 A OSLIQt 8@By i 2
published schedule
advising to any lagninute changes to
scheduled events

Unlike the othewWhatsAppgroups only the
Admins can send messages oitS Y 6 S N&
be abletoresponddA I A G a2

lot of traffic on'it. Itg 2 Yy Q U S

a2 62y Qi RdzLIX Sof@ir dtiser tirok

Membership Renewal
Subscriptions for 2026 0 LAST CALL!!!!

We hope you will continue to support the club in 202
by renewing your membership with us. The subs,
which were due on®lJanuary, remain the same as
last year:

2026 calendar year membership£1I5 per household
G2 AyOfdzZRS | 0O2LkR 27F (K
Bird Reportwhich we hope will be ready for
publication in the summer, &12 without the report

Our preferred method of payment is by standing
order, but oneoff payments can be made
electronically to the club account (Account Number:
20842968 / Sort Code: 304-34; TSB) or by posting &
cheque to the membership secretary Colin Blaxill at
Caitlins, Brnard Close, High Kelling, Holt NR25 6QY]
/| KSljdzSa ySSR G2 0S YIRS
b2 NF2f ] ANR /fdwmé¢ | yR
by cash then catch Colin or one of the other
Committee Members at one of our events.

We aren't intending to issue membership cards to
existing members this year due to the rising costs of
postage Our club sponsaBirdVentureswho offer
discounts on their own brand bird food to membexts
their Holt shop are happy to accept your 2025 cards
as proof of membershifPlease get in touch if you
OFlyQl FAYR @2dz2NBH

Many thanks for your continuing support and
engagement and happy birding for 2026!




What 6s On?
General Event Information 0 please see our website or o6 upcomi ng
in this newsletter for fuller details of what we have on offer

Overview General Walks Information

Talks on the last Thursday : : -
evening of the month at Please wear clothing suitable to conditions - footpaths can be muddy at

Gresham Village Hall from any time of the year .

Sep-Nov and Jan-Apr, also YOUNG PEOPLE: Children are always welcome if accompanied by
available live via Zoom well -behaved adults and we would be happy to see young members
Walks around Felbrigg Park aged 16 and 17 attend unaccompanied with prior written consent from a
on the 3" Wednesday parent or guardian who has also supplied a phone number where they
morning of the month Sep -Jul can be contacted in an emergency.

* Varied monthly weekend DOGS: We regret no dogs except assistance dogs .

walks and the odd evening EQUIPMENT: Binoculars are always recommended to gain full
one from Sep-Ju enjoyment from your birding and for some of our walks , a scope is
Special events including: definitely usefulbut dondt forget youodl |l

* Coordinated Seawatch ACCESSIBILITY :Unfortunatelymost of our wal ks ¢
¥ Walks Weeks wheelchair users but please do contact us on nenbc@aol.co.uk to see

* Christmas Social & AGM which of our events are or could be adapted to be so.
‘,‘\

‘ ghe woWEes be D e BADGES: Birds seen on club -area walks count towards individual Star
allenge .
badges & if you walk or cycle from home, they also count towards your

* NENBC Big Sit
% Global Big Bird Day Eco-Badges.

activities BOOKING: Inachange from previousyears -you gener al |y
% Birding for Beginners to book for any of our walks so just turn up on the day if you fancy it . We
_ Course advise joining the Wh atsApp Comms group which we will always use if
RACUCICUICR R B R R LR e have to make any last minute changes. There may be the occasional

upo sessions time we do need advance numbers and bookings and if this is the case it

Earehenlig s ChEs will say so on our publicity
encouraged, or even better,

walking or cycling .

General Talks Info

LOCATION: Our indoor events are benerally held at Gresham Village Hall and unless otherwise stated they
start at 7:30pm. Most are also available live via Zoom. The postal address is East Beckham Road, Gresham,
Norfolk, NR11 8RT but note the published postcode might not take you to exactly the right spot! If you are
coming through Aylmerton and Lower Gresham, turn right by the church (just after the school) and the hall is on
your left. If you are coming through Gresham, turn left at  the church (just before the school) and the hall is on
your left. If you are dropping down from East Beckham, the hall is on your right opposite the church.

AT THE HALL: Those of you attending in -person at the hall for our regular evening talks can expect a selection

of home-made cakes plus tea, coffee, hot chocolate, wine and cold drinks during the interval and of course the

chance to socialise with other members. We can cater for gluten  -free or other requirements if you let us know in
advance. We havea2@®hand ©o6natural worl dd book stall f or -lopgeru t c
required stock to, supplies of our club publications to buy (includin g our annual bird reports), a display of
member photos and details on our upcoming events. We
sale at our events (or in our newsletter) with a contribution going to club funds.

NO BOOKING REQUIRED B U T éltis always nice to know if you are coming to an evening talk but by no
means essential so if it takes your fancy on the evening, please just turn up as we would love to see you! If you
want the Zoom link though, you will need to let us know in advance!

ACCESSIBILITY: The hall is wheelchair accessible. The level car park at the hall is shingle but we can reserve a
space next to the entrance if you need it.

PARKING: Access to the hall car park is off East Beckham Road, opposite the church. There is additional
parking on the road along the side of the church itself and an overflow car park has kindly been offered to us by
Gresham Village School. The school car park is located on Cromer Road to the left of the school as you face it
and at the left-hand end of the row of houses & about a 300m walk from the hall. Please park considerately to
allow maximum number of cars in the car parks and on the road but with en  ough space for passing traffic to be
able to get through, including agricultural vehicles. We can send you a map of the locality on request.



mailto:nenbc@aol.co.uk

Upcoming Events

In thecoming weeks we hawvan extra
specialFelbrigg Park Walk

offering a short or a standard stroll gre
and walk aound Swanton Novers . Nglang 4¢
OurMarch Evening Talk isabout for Birgip,
RSPBstrumpshaw Fenvith the Str Passio
BTQD Brew Lynesd ook forward to Ll’)mpsh
seeing you at these events soon. at r :Wl
C in
. ew dij
(| res
Felbrigg Park Monthly Walk RSPGéVe, no
18" March 2026 » Sh

By popular request we will be

trialling something different for this
GYUq6kt Wse¢cat tOWf OWweT T
romp (with Trevor promising we will be

DYRUDWY Ydls 611 1IWs 13 LWI Swanton Novers 8 searching for Goshawks
to!), we will also be leading a second Saturday 14 th March 2026

shorter and slower walk for those who find 9.00 am to midday

our normal offer more than they are Walk Leader: Sean Dempster

willing / able to do. We really hope that
many of you will come and join us. The
plan is a staggered start with us all
meeting up in the café afterwards at

The aim of walk is to see Goshawks which should be
performing their aerial courtship displays at this time of
year. Hopefully, we will get a bright, warm, sunny morning

which will encourage the Goshawks to fly. Mid -morning is

1lam. often the best time so we wil | start off by walking through
Our Felbrigg Park walks arsociable events and the Swanton Novers woods to a water meadow where the
cater for all levels of birding ability so come and Norfolk Rivers Trust have created a new river through a

wetland. We will walk for about 2 hours, covering a
distance of about 3 miles. We will then return to Swanton
Novers church, set up a watch point and hope to see
Goshawks displaying. Telescopes would be useful as the
birds can be distant. Common woodland birds should be
seen on the walk but the main aim of the morning is to see
Goshawks and other birds of prey

give us a tryOurroute is dependent on the local
bird and other wildlife recently reported or likely
to be present on the day. Waormally see

around 40 bird species on an average walk and
D200WYUWqé WWhs Y1+ qk WY™n

Walk 1 |9:00am to 11:00am |° 2 miles

A bit of a romp with Trevor Williams PARK & MEETSt Edmunds Church, Little Wood Lane,
_ Swanton Novers, NR24 2QLNote that the postcode is the
Walk 2 | 10:00am to 11:00am|° 1 mile nearest available | Grid reference: TG 015 323 | What3Word:

Slow and steady with Nick Kimber shaver.dentistry.finally | GIS: Easting 601541, Northing
332391

SW7§5uf |BARE & MEEMain DISTANCE:approx 3 miles
Felbrigg Hall car parkr free for National Trust ACCESSIBILITYThe walk will be on level ground, along a

members | ACCESSIBILITYfootbaths forest track and then on grassy paths beside the riveiThe
grassland, a bitof mud usually and can’be ground should not be too wet so walking boots will suffice.
e i pléces| FACILITIESCafé and loos at We can encounter poor weather in March, so please come

. prepared for chilly or wet conditions.There will be some
tggpﬂggrligtlélfrij?v? dl?J(;IE riigr?j;egosuon?” standing/sitting while scanning for Goshawk, so lots of layers

needed. Bring a folding chair if standing is a problem.

CLUBBADGES:The walk is in the club area so records count
towards relevant club badges.

Please come and join us on the '3Wednesday of
the month (except August), you would be most
welcome!

No prior booking is required for this walk

Pagel3



é.some advancece notice

Strumpshaw Fen and Buckenham Marshes
A Grand Day Out

Sadly this January walk was postponed as there was flooding at Strumpshaw and the site was
closed for a few days. We had hoped to run something similar in the near future but we have taken
the decision to reschedule this for the end of the year when we hope to have Drew Lyness on board
again. In the meantime, Drew will be delivering our March talk so do come along to that nScarcities &

Swallowtails: 50 Years of RSPB Strumpshaw Fentb

The Runtons o
Saturday 1 8™ April | 9amto 1pm
Walk Leader: Trevor Williams

By mid-April, spring migration should be getting started. This walk, around the villages of East and West
AeUqYUdWs ROGGWI+FGaY! WWeW2¢l RUq! WYnNWHYCt qe¢d W6 ¢ HRac¢ a
wintering, summer breeding and migrating birds. Depending on weather and the state of the tide , this circular
route will include some beach walking as well as mostly quiet country lanes. There is a caf € on route (run by
long-time Club supporters Martin & Louise) which we may call in at, time permitting - also toi lets available. At
q6 Rt WaqRGUWWY nWaq6 W el wWweU! q6 RUNWHY 20T Wael Ulle GWHe q Ws |
hirundines and displaying raptors. Suitable for all skill levels - beginners to experts welcome!

g 2é 9EW788uf ] WAEAOf AE2 W W?EN fxEWS Wi E7EfNEW

Birding for Beginners Programme 2026 Q. ﬁ
L 8

After a couple of years of not running this course, we hope to get back on track again this |
with a spring course. We are still in the planning stages but we will be plugging this over th
few newsletter issues and very much hoping that sufficafntou will express an interestSAP
[Delia,Kala& Mike, Tam& Mary, | have you down alreadyJrevor and Caroln the
programme one evening a week over three successive weeks/aobdarge members £10
towards the hall hire cost£15 for nomamembers.General outline below

The Basics of Bird ID includinigird topography, feathers, moult, size, structure, colour, behaviour, sound
Findingand Seeing Birds includindield guides, optics, attracting birds to your garden, where to watch
Migration including:reading the weather, bird movement, visible migration, vagrancy

Taking your interest to the next leveihcluding:the club website new technology

Proposed datesThree consecutive Wednesday evenings | probably 6:30pm to 9:30pm
29t April| 6% May |1 3t May

A date in yMvVENBG@IiArTwual Big 9SMay| ‘

cVswaeU! WARI T W GUHRIIY Wre O Ws 13 Wh R 2, 2o bt
qYW3 0T WYeqr Wl edaWl WagéeRat WROWOW+quay > 5 ¥
[ JGHI RDNWA¢! t We UPNMRUBRgRUOMDAY &G ¥ OG0 YHE G W7 RI T
sROGWedt YWAWWna UT | ¢ Rt BUOIWMG WE ik ¥ IUG 6 G RIGHR LW d6 YWEHIC 3
cnaqll UYYUWsc¢cat WeqW[ WaHAHI RNMIWAe ! t W q¢l qRUNWN |
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Last Mont hds Eveni wgh TLaeuls&kClaxton

O Turtle Doves 0

ByCar ol Thornt on
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» Vehicle tracks next wildflowers

4 - Densall arAlt tlea’bﬂM;ghwlpdreo!ect\G
predastuoprpsor t n efsnte ssptgrourd tyu rceo n ¢

- Hawt bdranc kt hownt hedgember s Sl' l
vy .

B mb | b vV
- Hei gthensi ty inse@merte ekenhiag)ier a Y

11

rrrrrrrr
» Farmyards

> Edges of ponds, campsites - anywhere
with a mix of bare ground and
seeding plants

¥ Messy or full of life and purpose?

What do Turtle Doves need?

WATER

* Little moisture in seeds — water
to aid digestion

* They feed chicks crop milk

*  Not fussy! Just need access —
shallow edge or a perch

. X - ¢KAA USER LIyas LRA
Sl ’ S l2wsy edad tAld GKS

» N Ny .
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https://www.operationturtledove.org/
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Population

UGRefl ects
ma nfyar mbiam
but TD ar
t heex t r ema

There range across the UK has reduced — TD’s breeding in much of England in 1968 by 2008 restricted to south & eastern

IEngIand,

Year Population [ EM=NLagq6 1JW3 & I 6iRkinR Y2U cuiinliNe UT Wa 6 ¢ q Wa SMIWIM
e qlll RqY! RIJE W 18 R & WA TIEIGRNO! LR U8 iiNa\iEa) 1d YOG

1966 140,000 N 6 W10 o WUR & LG Rt ARG LU AM=YRUAYIIL WE 2 | Y G1JA+IE 8 1) RI1A
2009 14000 t 2 Ht q ¢ DR S@IE MN PUSicvdAIE Rl LLd 6 | N E o INRLIE B 6 LWa §
2016 3600 nl YGWaWct quUWAYURDI Ullg Y WARLIRG 1U1 dJA e 1di LYI0 LR
2021 2100 ¢ URIP018 a 10-year action plan was developedby experts from 50 countries,

aiming to restore the Turtle Doveto a favourable population statuslil delHiled
conservation actions to tackle issues such as habitat loss, lack of food availability and the impact of hunting
Al RYI WgqYW=MNoeAWe !l YeUOT WYUWWERGOGRYUWNez | qddWwW? Y213t WRC
AYIqucuMW@MmmRUDmmoUMHIUUIRUDmGYGeucmRYUMYUMQo
TyuEGe!l T We Ut @tldgd RIBE2ATIO)ROUD LGN | ¢ P"'I O LU . ;';\; f‘"f'l —
ROWSEMENWe UT Waé Rt W 13t 2 6 aqll WR U W "epulation recovery on the Western flyway
GYGetc¢cqRY MW Mg FMETUKL Rt WE a W a6 1] e - umes
Al 3T RONWI ¢ UNYAAIE G BHGIRMERYE] LIRS 1AL memner e
Nel qd W ?Y2iwWw UelElHB P L 6RIWII HBUE LW | G o
| Jt 20 GqRYUWIs ¢t WaWgqAWeaaYs RUNLW '
6a2UqRUNDWNe Ygcec WRUWI 3t qI UWEz21 Y(
hue Ya¢lWs ¢t W Dallic qWNIOPE LY AW B & W - e
AYl qanN¢c OOWNGE ¢ akt WHEWINGG LGN QIFILR 01D oo -
TU+RDUU|MqYMucRUchum+alchUrHuHMIHﬁvanlImenl<
e Yoct Ws RGGWADWI T 2 #IT WY W g Turtle Dove diet studies I
Ot el 3t WweYUt 31 2¢qRYUOWI aGc¢ RUY Wa 2

cc2RUNWAEY211 UT Wags WWeYUt UI 2¢ qRY

= Population modelling — western flyway, harvest
rate

» That's 13% of the pre-2019 hunting
levels

Chickweed ¢ 30%
Legumes (clovers, vetches, medick)

Fewer wild ) I\

Late 1990s arable plant -

xYeRt ¢lWs WUquYUWeaYW W3t #l RAWLWS 6! e T Soesen MU
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Show these to landowners — explain why these areas suitable for TD + how to create foraging habitat on a larger scale....
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2026red at Ke(L¥hngdHepady hoc reploocatifomm
2028red at Ke(®lh nMagHe gl yhoc reBlooaat if orosn
2028red at Ke@id nM@yle apuog ad hoc reports
202present at fald iMbg hHe)atdrehoc 2leopcoarttison s
202bred at Ke(Btlhi nMtyhiepasdh hoc r esdorctatfi room

2026red at Ke(8 h nig2age ajlamd yhoc r e orc

2018red at Ke@lbihny2aedtat hoc reploocatiion
201-Bresent Ke(lltihngiaBa)mdehoc reploocat if omsn
201Bred at Ke(lllgihn ghpiehd tiiudg hoc replosaat if o msn
201-6red Kel I(Istg Maget fPaudg hoc replooceat if o ms

2016red at Ke(ld nMayHe apaig hoc replooeat if omsn



https://www.felbecktrust.org.uk/
https://www.ubgctriangle.org/
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Last Month 0 dMid -Week Wa Ik
Felbrigg Park | Wednesday 18t February

A s R .

Bybave Bill ham

For the first time in what felt like many months, it branches above us. @reat Titstarted singing, and as
appeared that we were going to have a dry walk! Yes, itve tried to find it a small flock dfongtailed Tit

was grey, windy and rather chilly, and still muddy appeared flitting busily throdgthe trees.

dzy RSNF 220 FNRBY G(GKS LINBJA:
would stay dry. And that was a good thirggventeen
members had turned up, including our lead, Trevor, an
our sweeperupper at the back, Carol. We were getting
decidedly cold as we stood in the car park waiting for
the off, so Trevor thought it was best to spend most of |
the walk in the woods, wire we would be somewhat
sheltered and would hopefully find some of the winter &
woodland species we had not yet seen this year. :

The car park list was a little shorter than usual,
consisting of the manZommon Gulthat were still
over-wintering on the grassland, along with smaller
numbers 01\Noodp|geon RookandJackdawthat call

iKS aryYS I yR WBAckuBdandl f t We w&rewa\@m.@ﬁthﬂg the small area of heathland
Robinwere singing from the bushes around us, a smallrecently cleared of the Western Hemlock trees that hac

flock ofGoldfinchwere in the trees and a lone filled it, as part of the National Trust policy of removing
Greenfinchflew overhead, calling as it went. Just beforenon-native trees from their land. (Interestingly, Trevor
we were due to set off, Eommon Buzzar&as told us that in a warming clinte, where certain native

aLRGGSRY aGFNIAYy3 AlQa R Itree sgepdes would siaxt {o Strugghg, Western Hanijoicky
As we were watching it, we noticed movement in the has been listed a species that would flourish, and coulc
grass below it; a thrush flock feeding on the ground. ~ be a suitable replacement for those we might lose).
Mistle Thrushand Redwingwere noted, along witha  Here we hoped to find something avian, but a calling

Great Spotted Woodpeckeaind aPheasant; a good Stock Dovevasall we came across, untidoodcock
start. burst into the air in front of us, giving most of us a very

good view as it shot towards the trees then dropped
down into cover. A flock of five finches, seen a few
minutes later and too distant to identify, escaped the
list.

Moving towards the woods behind the houddue Tit
were heard in the trees, anBeral Pigeorseen on the
garden walls. Magpieflew over, and as we entered
the woods alaywas heard raucously calling before
beingseen high in a tree. Then, bimdse, it all wenta ~ We reentered the woods, heading for a spot favoured
bit quiet, and we walked for quite some distance beforedy Firecrest, in the hope of seeing one of these wee
we heard the calls dfluthatch, somewhere in the sprites. None were showing today, but we did find
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another small bird, &/ren, calling from the depths of  On the walk down towards the lake we addédrrion
some scrub. Further woodland pera