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President ds Pi ece

By our new President Francis Farrow d WELCOME!

" First of all, thank you  of England which are mainly on specific postustrial sites
inviting me to be your such as old coalfields are surviving.
4 President. | am In the early 2000¥ellow Hammey Turtle Doveand Reed
genuinely honoured t0 g ntingwere also lost. All three were most likely lost througt
step into this role. | habitat changes and loss of field margin feeding areas. Mor

follow Nigel Redman recently there has been a loss@fickog Willow Warbler

who over the last four 544 Marsh Titfrom the Commons.
years as President

explored many
subjects and

continents with

birding content. My
globetrotting days are
generally past nowadays and | may be a bit more home spu
in my approach but | hope to be interesting.

TheCuckog according to the BTO, not only faces a loss of it
primary food source, large moth caterpillars, which is linked
to intensive agriculture but also has climatic factors eg
droughts along its migration routes. The Cuckoo has shifted
northwards to Yorkshirand Scotland in the main as suitable

abitat still exists although the Norfolk Broads are still an
attractive location.

prompted by an online headlineSwe den has | osf
Snowy O@nréading théBirdlife Internationa® I NJi AN
seems no breeding has taken place in Sweden since 4.5 ‘
in autumn 2025 the species was declared regionally extinct.
How did this happen? Well basically it is down to habitat loss
as housing, roads, deforestation and other human related
I QOGABGAGASE KIF@BS SELI YyRSR A
although the liggest threat is climate change. The warmer
winters have less snow and more rain which destroy the
snow tunnels of the Lemmings that make up the primary y
food of the Snowy Owils. As the Arctic warms the landscape
and ecosystems are changing with less snoalénts and ;
YEGdzNF € KFEoAGFG | @FAtlFofSE
harder.

_ _ _ B Recently thewillow Warbler has become less of a constant
The Snowy Owl is a large showy bird with very specific on the Commons with no regular breeding for around five
habitat requirements but we can look closer to home and  years. Studies have linked this decline in the seeght of
there are birds that have and are disappearing from our locatngland not only with habitat loss and reduced insect food

countryside. As most of you will know | have been actively put climate change making warmer areas less $litéor
involved with conservabn and management of Beeston &  them.

Sheringham Commons SSSI/ SAC. The combined Commor -
are of mixed habitat (grassland, heathland, wetland and
woodland) and extend for 63 acres (25.5 hectares). One of
GKS YIAY FFOG2NR Ay (GKS RSC
housing developments on the fields and farms along the
western border (1947) and eastern boarder of the Common
in the 1960/70s. One of the first birds to leave was Rex
backed Shrikewhich last bred in 1977. Another Norfolk

y I

«y :
P e

location, Santon Downham, was the last breeding site for thig “
species in the UK, which was 1992. It seems Britain becamg 2
unsuitable because of agricultural changes meaning the fielc

no longer provided the spedaifimix of scrubby cover or the

abundant supply of large insects theyeued to survive and

breed.In 1990 the Commons lost thwillow Tit and now this - LRI

species has become a very scarce bird in seast England. My last example is th#arsh Tit which 1 or 2 were recorded
This is generally attributed to a deterioration of habitat 19 times in 2024 but only on two occasions in 2025 and the

through, woodland management changes, overgrazing by 1ast report was of two birds displaying on Apffl. The

deer and possibly climate change as populations in the nortfctors often cited for such population changes are habitat
loss and degradation through woodland management and
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https://www.birdlife.org/news/2025/12/11/sweden-has-lost-the-snowy-owl/

increased deer browsing. As the Commons has quite a lot o
YWYySaaeQ ¢22RtFyYyR KFEOAGEG Iy
blame mainly on Muntjac browsing pressure which prevents
any scrubby understory from regenerating.

lEf A& y20d t2ai0x K2gSOSND |
have shown that habitat recovery is possible, as for example
at Knepp This rewilding estate in Sussex has witnessed
annual increases of singing m&ehtingaleswith a record

62 noted in 2025 (up from 9 in 1999). Even in our own
gardens, simple choices can make a real difference: keepin
hedges instead of replacing with fences, leaving flower seec
heads through winter, planting beryearing shrubs, and,
where s@ce allows, adding a native tree. Our local birdlife
will benefit- and so will we

A Note from the Editor

By Carol Thornton Welcome to our new member s

1 |
Welcome to our February newsletter ! 8 we look forward to seeing you soon!

Thankgo all of you who loaded up their * Graeme & Karen Garner * Rob Lucking *
records to our website from their RSPB Big * Delia Cox & Sam Geoghegan * Jessica Grant *

y : :
Garden BirdWatch activities. You can see the € and Welcome_ bagk Annie Brough ! :
basic statonpage24l Y R 6 S Qf f 3 If you have any queries, just drop us an email
info when the full REB results are released in
Apri,2 KAt &ad 2y 3AFNRSY 0o
get your garden nestboxes cleaned this mont
before the new seasog more info onpagel6
in relation to National Nest Box Week.

Our club @entsare all over fronpagel4 so
hope to see you at one soon.

W K N2 dz3 Kforlthe froBtyaveR last month S

o | §ees¥but | was surprised at the low
number of photos uploaded across the geese
aLISOASad | SNBEQa | aSsH
had images gffrom the top Brent Goose
[David Griffihs}, Greylag {Mark Clements], Pi
foot [Richard Farrow], Barnacle [David], Tund
Bean [Mark] and Egyptian [Richard]. The /
background was a library pic also from Mark. % " 8N
ForFebuary, ourtheme will beWirds on the P ”, >\
shoreline(so get clickingn any waders, gulls, S8 AY
cormorants. Pigeons eftc A B Van
Hereare my favourite member photas from ',"
January selectedrom the onesi K G R A §
make it on toour monthly NENBC Bird 4
Highlightssectionof the more unusual species ? 4%
... Redshank [Steve Barford], Blackcap [John §
Hayward], Skylark [Steven & Barbara Lines],
Robin [Ken Thornton], Sparrowhawk {Ken
Thornton], Herring Gull [Richard Farrow], Gre;
Blackbacked Gull [Rhard Farrow.

Thanks all!


https://knepp.co.uk/

Achange of staff | S NJréndinddr of your Committee MemberPresident and VP&r 2026
Do feel free to get in touch with any of us stop tosayhelloA ¥ & 2dz 4SS dza 2 dz

B - &
: o

r\’,. -

.John Swallow Chair

N v
‘ \ | G e &"J
Francis FarrO\NPresident VaI StubbSV|ce PreS|dent Trevor WilliamsVice President




NENBC Bird Highlights dJanuary 202 6

By Carol Thornton with a bit of help!
& 10,400 individual records covering 140 bird

All records are from the NENBC website and submitted by species were added in January

members unless otherwise stated.

This month | started to delve into the scary world of Al and have compiled this report with some input from an £
tool. Everything within had to be double checked and to be honest at this first attempt there was a fair bit o
rewriting of suggested speciesaccounts (and me shouting at my laptop when the Al made things up and denied
it"). What this exercise has showed me though is that with quite a bit more work on refining the prompts I give
and increased understanding of its limitations and quirks, thathis has the potential to be a very useful tool for
me, so long as | can stop myself worrying about the outcome afl the Terminator moviesl have watched

January 2026 | The highlightremained the Eastern Black Redstart that has been around The Leasni
Sheringhamsince 24" December. Also of interest wereVelvet Scoter, Lapland Bunting and a nice selection of
geese includingBrent, Barnacle, Tundra Bean and White-fronted Geese. During the month 10,436 records
were submitted and 140 species recordedwhich is a little down on recent years, but not by too much

Brent Goose | Brent Geese were widely reported off the
coast between Sheringham and Weybourne throughout
the month. Peak counts included up to 30 past
Sheringham on 1@ and further double-figure movements
at Beeston Regis and Weybourne later in the month. Birds
were mainly noted on seawatches, with additional records |
from Sheringham beach and Weybourne Camg@?hoto 1 '
courtesy of David Griffiths

Barnacle Goose | Barnacle Geese were closely
associated with large Pinkfooted Goose flocks around
Weybourne and Sheringham from 1%onwards. Most
records involved Ir2 birds, but numbers built to 79 by the
end of the month, especially in harvested beet fields north
of the railway and around Weybourne Heath. Several
observers commented on the difficulty of picking them out
among thousands of Pinkfeet. Photo 2 courtesy of Mark
Clements

Tundra Bean Goose |[Low numbers were present with
Pink-footed Geese in the Weybourne Cliffs/Coast Path
area from 13", mainly in harvested beet fields. Early
records were of 23 birds, increasing to 6 on 28and a
peak of 9 at Weybourne Heath on 31 Photo 3 courtesy of
Tim Wright

White -fronted Goose | Geese were recorded in small
numbers at Letheringsett & Ford (Bayfield Park) early in th
month, with 374 birds on several dates. Later in the month,f« o~
2 Russianrace birds were noted with Pinkiooted Geese in ~
harvested beet fields around Weybourne and Weybourne Heath on 2829"

Whooper Swan | A single bird was tracked moving through the area on % 1seen from Weybourne (inland and
then west), and also noted high and west off Sheringham.

Mandarin Duck | The longstaying female at Dilham Canal (Anchor Road) was noted again on'20eported as
having been settled there for some months and roosting in an owl nest box.
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Pochard | A female was on Felbrigg Park lake ort*and
16" and a single was at Weybourne on 21

Scaup | A notable record of 12 Scaup west off Weybourne
on 5"was the only report, all birds seen passing at sea.

Velvet Scoter | Birds were recorded off Weybourne with 1.
2 on 718", Birds were usually slightly apart from the main
Common Scoter flock, sometimes drifting on the sea and

sometimes flying west.

Goldeneye | All singles, with a female at Hanworth on s,
a drake west at Sheringham and Weybourne ort"4and a
drake west at Sheringham on 20. Photo 4 courtesy of
David Griffiths

Goosander | Birds were well recorded both at the coast
and inland. At Weybourne/Weybourne Camp, a drake and
redheads moved west on 276" and later dates, while
inland records included a pair at Felbrigg Park & Lake on
19" and a drake on the river at Buxton & Little Hautbois on
8". Photo 5 courtesy of David Griffiths

Red-breasted Merganser | Single west off Sheringham
on 2"¢and a redhead west atWeybourne, on 4",

Grey Partridge | Four records from Plumstead on 12,
Weybourne Cliffs (2) on 19, Hempstead (2) on 24 and
Bodham on 29'. Photo 6 courtesy of Philip Cartlidge

Slavonian Grebe | A single bird flew east off Cromer on
10",

Grey Plover |Eleven records, all from West Runton up to the 18of the month. Mostly single figures with highs
of 10 on Fand 12 on 18. Photo 7 courtesy of Mick Rebane

Ringed Plover |[Records from West Runtor{max 10 on 18), Sheringham hax5 on 11"), Sheringham Cliffs &
Golf Course fmax 12 on 6") and Weybourneifhax 12 on 11"). Photo 8 courtesy of Richard Farrow

\i
» 3, o

Woodcock | Over 60 records during January from 24
locations. Most reports were of 12 birds but there were 7
at Swafield on 13 and 6 at Weybourne on 18 where birds
were regularly observed flying in to roosfhoto 9 courtesy
of David Barrass

Jack Snipe |Four records this month, three of which were
with the aid of thermal imagers. Two birds were at Buxton
Heath on 12" with singles at Holt Country Park & Lowes on
3“and Gresham and Thornage on Photos 10 courtesy
of Louis Parkerson
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Kittiwake | Most of the 23 records were in single figures " e
with number of records picking up after the 22'. High i -
counts at Sheringham on 9 (40) and at Weybourneon 22 &= = =

(up to 217 east)Photo 11 courtesy of Francis Farrow e ( =
Little Gull | Little Gulls showed a notable influx around _;;,.‘-:— - ‘ﬂ\‘i [

L = J&‘;

10t12%, with multiple records from Sheringham, . - g

Weybourne, Cromer, Cromer Pier, Weybourne Camp, —— i —
Weybourne Cliffs, West Runton and Walcott with a few - ‘
records at the tail end of the month. High count was 12 off | ,, -
Cromer on 10". Photo 12 courtesy of Andy Clarke

Mediterranean Gull | Mediterranean Gulls were regularly - )
.

recorded along the coast from Weybourne to Cromer

throughout the month, mostly as single adults. High count s
was 3 birds at both Cromer Pier and East Runton

(Coastwatch Station) on 12'. Photo 13 courtesy of Mark

Clements

Great Skua | A single Great Skua flew west off Weybourne
on 8", landing on the sea but remaining distant. 13

Red-throated Diver | Small numbers were present from 1
between Weybourne and Cromer with high counts
including 425 at Weybourne on 19and 339 past
Sheringham on 20@. The record of 120 at Cromer
Lighthouse & East Cliffs on 3%included 55 counted on the
sea in one sweep.

Great Northern Diver | Seventeen records of birds
recorded throughout the month off Weybourne,
Sheringham and Cromer. Most records involvedTR birds
with 3 at Weybourne on 11.

Fulmar | Fulmars were recorded mainly from Cromer
Lighthouse & East Cliffs, Sheringham, Weybourne and
East Runton (Coastwatch Station). Early in the month,

F RURDGUWWARI T+ Ws 31 ywWOYqT wyU
Cromer, with later counts including 9 at Sheringham o 9"
and 10 at Cromer Lighthouse & East Cliffs on 24where
notes suggest local breeding birds returning to the cliffs.
Smaller numbers were logged off Weybourne and
Sheringham through to the end of the month.

Shag |A single Shag was seen off Weybourne on27an
adult arriving from the west and fishing northeast of the
beach car park.

Great White Egret | Singles were recorded at Felbrigg Park & Lake, Buxton & Little Hautbois, Letheringsett &
Ford and Aylsham on 5 occasions between®tland 19". Photo 14 courtesy of David Griffiths
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Goshawk | Four records this montht 1 at Holt on 7",
possibly juvenile (record shot),2 displaying at Hempstead
on 24" but possibly 2 additional distant birds towards Holt
Lowes, and 3 at Swanton Novers on 3'1Photo 15 courtesy "’
of David Griffiths

Rough-legged Buzzard |A single third party report was
from Gresham on 2, seen in a field south of Gresham
Castle before flying west and not being relocated. The
record was considered reliable and was uploaded from

Norfolk bird news. T

15

16

Kingfisher | Singles were recorded at Dilham Canal,
Brinton, Weybourne and Blickling Park NT.

Merlin | All records were of singles on 6 occasions from
Weybourne Cliffs (3 sightings 1%and 17"), Weybourne on
239 and 26" and Hempstead on 24'. Photo 16 courtesy of
Mark Clements

Peregrine | Eighteen of the 27 records came from around
Cromer Church with numerous records of a single bird on
the pinnacles, nave roof or nearby buildings between'3
and28"OWE Gt Ws 6 31 AW 32131 ¢dWw |
were lucky enough to see 2 birds at Felbrigg Park & Lake ¢
1%, one of them in a tree with a prey item. Other reports
were from the Weybourne area, singles on 13 14" and
16 with 2 interacting and calling noisily on 7. Photo 17
courtesy of Richard Farrow

Ring-necked Parakeet | A single Ringnecked Parakeet
was seen at Blickling Park NT on 17th, flying to a tree near
the overflow car park.

18

Hooded Crow | The wintering bird at Mundesley was seen
again on @, briefly over a garden with a Carrion Crow
before heading back west.

Raven |Singles were recorded from Sheringham Park on
the 4™, Letheringsett & Ford on 18, Holt on 18" and
Gresham on 26'. Two birds were reported at Sharrington
on 17" and Suffield on 32. Photo 18 courtesy of Mark
Clements

Marsh Tit | It was pleasing to see Marsh Tit records from 7
locations in January, particularly interesting as one of our
prospective UEA student consultant projects this year is
around the decline of the Marsh Tit. The twenty five
records were mostly of singles with 8lbrigg Pond being
the most reliable spot and the only one to attract 2 birds,
but garden feeders in Gresham and High Kelling also - e
proving popular places with several visits reported. Other locations included Holt Country Park, Swanton
Novers, Mannington Hall Park and Hempstead?hoto 19 courtesy of Richard Farrow

Dartford Warbler | Just 4 records, all from Kelling Heath. Two calling simultaneously were noted on'25

Firecrest | Seven records, all of singles, were logged at High Kelling, Holt Country Park, Beeston Common,
Weybourne, Kelling Heath and Aylmerton.

Black Redstart | All 68 Black Redstart were of the Eastern Black Redstart that remained at Sheringham
throughout the month, and at time of writing on 8 February was still there. An amazing 45 members have
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I DAEYI T Ul WRqwYUWYeal Ws WA RqlJ 2 J(
yet, The Leas and nearby gardens, and St Nicholas Place
are your best bets.Photo 20 courtesy of Jane Crossen

Wheatear | A single, unseasonal Wheatear was reported
at Felbrigg Park & Lake orr]flying over the flooded area
and landing near a bramble bush before being lost to view. @

. B
R N

Grey Wagtall | Forty seven sightings of mostly -2 birds
throughout the month from 13 locations. Good areas were
the west Prom at Sheringhant perhaps an uptick in
records from there from folk looking for the Eastern Black
RedstartT and Holt Sewage Works. Recorded theren
several dates with a high count of 3 on Photo 21
courtesy of Jane Crossen

Brambling | Single figure records at Thornage from the
beginning of the month rising to 20 by ¥and up to 50 on
24", Other records of 13 birds came from Aylmerton,
Letheringsett & Ford, Bodham and Hempstead?hoto 22
courtesy of Ken Thornton

Redpoll | A single Lesser Redpoll was recorded at Bodham
on 4",

Common Crossbill | Just 3 records, 4 over Aylmerton on
5", 5 over Kelling Heath on 10Oplus a pair in treetops at
Dilham Canal on 14"

Lapland Bunting | All 6 records were of singles at
Sheringham Cliffs on &, and around Weybourne Cliffs and
coastal path on 4", 8", 12" and 13".

Snow Bunting | Snow Buntings were present in good
numbers along the Weybourne Cliffs beet fields, with
counts ranging from 7#14 early in the month to 3040+ up
to 23¢. Flocks were often mobile, difficult to count and
sometimes split by disturbance. Additional records came 8
from Weybourne beach and a single bird at West Runton. 8
Photo 23 courtesy of Mark Clements

February: What to | ook

February is a short month but there are still plenty of things to be on the lookout for.

If you are heading out why not visit the coast? There will undoubtably be some sea duck, divers, possibly
grebes andmaybe even askua too. Geese flocks are still around, particularly near Weybourne, and it is always
worth looking closely asrecently these have included severalundra BeanGeese, White-fronted Geese and
Barnacle Geese lurking amongst the Pinkfeet.

We are fortunate to be able to see Goshawk in our area and thstart their impressive aerialdisplays on sunny
daysfrom mid-February. It is a late winter spectacle not to be missed. Swanton Novers remains the most
reported from spot for them in the club area but sightings have also been recorded in recent years at
Weybourne, Felbrigg Park and Holt Country Park & Lowes

With a little less cover on trees, hedges and the liké-ebruarycan be a good time tdary and glimpse an elusive
9 1Jq q R K 1; thisiteb lIKdiRiheys Wood, Dilham Canal or the Weybourne reed be&imilarly, species like
Water Rail and Snipe are a little more visible in reeds in cold weathethe overflow from Felbrigg Park lake is a
good spot for a rail and Snipe are in evidence on the water meadow there.
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Winter thrushes like Redwing and Fieldfare are still about, albedften in small numbers, and last month
brought us Snow and Lapland Buntings in the NENBC area.

Recent sightings have included a Purple Sandpiper in Sheringhgmone having overwintered there thisyear),
so you never knowwhenyou could be lucky. Wherever you are out and about, happy birdingnd please try
and upload your records and photos to the club website

A

<>
Greylag Goose p 3xd8Southwest honking away Water Rail p AtéAnchor Road bridge. | looked over
madly¢ p 51 OAR DRATFTFAGKA p Ithe fvdll intp a ditch and it was right below me. It ran
White -fronted Goose y  dayfieldpark. Use of out pf sight across the weeds with the usual nervous
the ordnance survey, locate app, confirmed birds to hesitantpanié¢ . 26 CI NYR2y"
beinclubrecordingaréa pu t KAt . 2 NI S@& Litle GreBel K Sikidh gfeBes Soiimally dive and
& Ford | 7 disappear on my approach, these didn't. They
Mute Swan p  @n tiie pond of the house at the skittered off along the canal with much fuss and
south-east corner of Beeston Common; they have splashing. I stood still and waited until the otter that
been here for over a week and due to the small area ~ Nad alarmed them appeared and swam towards me
(for a Swan!) and surrounding trees | am not coming very close beforddwered my binoculars,
convinced they will easily be flyingotit. p 5+ ¢§  Whereupon itdove and disappeared. p . 20 (
Billham | Beeston Regis [*4 | Dilham Canal | 26'52
Whooper Swan p Alérted by MC and on lookout Lapwing p dOpeEMill areaenrouteto
for bird passing out to sea and then, checking inland ~ Sheringham (me, not the Lapwings})David Griffiths
watched said bird fly south of Weybourne Village! p | Weybourne | 1
David Griffiths | Weybourne | 1% Lapwing p @ Miewrhigh out over sea, maintaining
Mallard p Méle, just sits in middle of pondcould that pos@tion for a While,_suspected a predator being
almost be mistaken for a plastic oge! p { dz8 t I KgBPENgille, gfter scanning the sky, sure enough a
Southrepps Common | 7 peregrine was on the hunt high over coastal fiedds. p

Mallard u Keeping close to the edge, or on land Phil Borley | Weyboume Cliffs | 14

large dog Otter feeding voraciousig!! 51 @A R BIRG heafed gyl v dm E“’F"O";S’it_"\f'3 to count
| Selbrigg Ponds | 23 as experienced a conveyor belt of feeding gulls for th

2.5 hours | was watching| David Griffiths |

Goosander p Drake seen flying around then Weybourne | 4"

relocated fishing on the river just downstream of _ , _
Buxton Mill. Presumably the same bird | saw fly past ~ Little Gull -y Gorgeous winteplumaged adult
my window in Horstead a few days agjo. 4 [ 2 dzA & feeding in surf zone with Bla¢gleaded Gulls| Andy

Parkerson | Buxton & Little Hautbois | 8th Clarke | Sheringham | 10

Rock Dove p 6 RemlBbigeons . The Great New Great Black -backed Gull p Indhe bird bathé
years day garden challenge p W2 Ky | dzN& G Jugith Anglgrsersl £roraeg |10

| 15t Herring Gull y Séawatch 100A.300; 100 plus,
Water Rail p Bifding gods with me. Saw that a past and feeding on dead crabs along the shoreline.
water rail posted a couple of days ago at the bottom dead Sunfish, which we watched being washed

of the dam and on the off chance detoured to have a  @shore, and thogght would be enjo_y,ed by the gulls,
peakandgotlucky p 51 @A R . I NNI aa WS cenpeglyignared by evegybiedy 1 S 1 9S
Lake | & Billham | East Runton (Coastwatch Station) ["12

WaterRail | 6. St 26 51 Yo afrof ByK $ R HE(riRg Gull g g Trere had been a "wreck” of _
its leg and then scoot off to devourdt. p wA OK I N§arfish and crabs and a large amount of gulls were |

Farrow | Felbrigg Park & Lake '8 a feeding frenzy by the tank. Lovely to see and they
were catching a lot of starfish and crabs! p  WI y

Crossen | Sheringham | 12
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the Kestrelword p Wl yS / NRPaasSy
Cemetery | 24

Ring -necked Parakeet p fledv to a tree near the
overflow car park for a brief moment | thought | was
backinSurregd p 2 f GSNJ { I Rt 8NJ
Carrion Crow p G MldiniBne tree. So it's not true
that more than one crow is a Rook... y ! Y R@&
Sheringham | 8

Marsh Tit p Sameone has put a feeder there so
Marsh Tit at Selbrigg may be a banker this wigiter p
David Barrass | Selbrigg Pond |10

Chiffchaff p sedvage works. feeding on filter bed,
first time | have observed chiffchaff doing this,
presumably copied from the wagtail€?. y t KA
| Holt | 4"Q

Chiffchaff p Sibierian (tristis), feeding alongside
nominates for nice comparison. Very clean and pale
looking, with no hint of green on mantle or wings.
Third Party Report | Holt | 8

Blackbird p Induding "whiteheaded" leucistic
birde p 5F AR DNAFFAG&KEA yp

Razorbill p One east, one on sea and later killed by
GBBG. No attempt at devouring sad creature and left

to float off onthetide¢ p 5F GAR DNRARTFFA
Weybourne | 27

Little Egret p My second record here in Erpingham
in22years py { 0SLIKSYy DNBSypy 90
Red Kite p Sriatched a roadkill morsel in front of

the car....close | John Hurst | Roughton | 2Q

Red Kite p & ®ingles and small groups (largest 9
birds) heading for roost. Counted over a period of
approx.15ming. g CNJ yOAa CI NNRg

\
X W

Fieldfdrer i U & i@ thescemetery area feeding on the

Barningham | 1% ground and berries. Most I've had all winter
Kestrel y Feimale on telegraph polehad a anywhere!!l Just lovely to watch. | only left when they
disagreement with a bullying Roekn this occasion flew off to roost. Well, it WAS gone 4.00pm by theén!!

| Jane Crossen | Sheringham Cemetery |28
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Club Notices

Club Sponsor Bird Ventures offer a 5% discount
on own-branded wild bird food to NENBC members all
year. Have a look at the Bird Ventures website
www.birdventures.co.uk as they also supply feeders
and much more with good advice and help for garden

L () SEEEEH

1\
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for our volunteer administrators and the instant
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is administered by
Trevor Williams and is for any active and
participating seawatchers along the north east
Norfolk coast whether they are club members or
not.

is administered by Tony Forster
and is solely for club members to share news on
the location of interesting birds within the club
area

has been set up so
we have a means of contacting members quickl
and easily without going through the email /
gS0aridsS NRBdziSo 2SS LI I

sending out reminders a day or two befor
scheduled club events
letting folk know where we are running a
shorty 2 1 A OSLIQt 8@By i 2
published schedule
advising to any lagninute changes to
scheduled events

Unlike the othewWhatsAppgroups only the
Admins can send messages oitS Y 6 S N&
be abletoresponddA I A G a2

lot of traffic on'it. Itg 2 Yy Q U S

a2 62y Qi RdzLIX Sof@ir dtiser tirok

Membership Renewal
Subscriptions for 2026

We hope you will continue to support the club in 202
by renewing your membership with us. The subs,
which were due on®lJanuary, remain the same as
last year:

2026 calendar year membership£1I5 per household
G2 AyOfdzZRS | 0O2LkR 27F (K
Bird Reportwhich we hope will be ready for
publication in the summer, &12 without the report

Our preferred method of payment is by standing
order, but oneoff payments can be made
electronically to the club account (Account Number:
20842968 / Sort Code: 304-34; TSB) or by posting &
cheque to the membership secretary Colin Blaxill at
Caitlins, Brnard Close, High Kelling, Holt NR25 6QY]
/| KSljdzSa ySSR G2 0S YIRS
b2 NF2f ] ANR /fdwmé¢ | yR
by cash then catch Colin or one of the other
Committee Members at one of our events.

We aren't intending to issue membership cards to
existing members this year due to the rising costs of
postage Our club sponsaBirdVentureswho offer
discounts on their own brand bird food to membexts
their Holt shop are happy to accept your 2025 cards
as proof of membershifPlease get in touch if you
OFlyQl FAYR @2dz2NBH

Many thanks for your continuing support and
engagement and happy birding for 2026!




What 6s On?
General Event Information 0 please see our website or o6 upcomi ng
in this newsletter for fuller details of what we have on offer

Overview General Walks Information

Talks on the last Thursday : : -
evening of the month at Please wear clothing suitable to conditions - footpaths can be muddy at

Gresham Village Hall from any time of the year .

Sep-Nov and Jan-Apr, also YOUNG PEOPLE: Children are always welcome if accompanied by
available live via Zoom well -behaved adults and we would be happy to see young members
Walks around Felbrigg Park aged 16 and 17 attend unaccompanied with prior written consent from a
on the 3" Wednesday parent or guardian who has also supplied a phone number where they
morning of the month Sep -Jul can be contacted in an emergency.

* Varied monthly weekend DOGS: We regret no dogs except assistance dogs .

walks and the odd evening EQUIPMENT: Binoculars are always recommended to gain full
one from Sep-Ju enjoyment from your birding and for some of our walks , a scope is
Special events including: definitely usefulbut dondt forget youodl |l

* Coordinated Seawatch ACCESSIBILITY :Unfortunatelymost of our wal ks ¢
¥ Walks Weeks wheelchair users but please do contact us on nenbc@aol.co.uk to see

* Christmas Social & AGM which of our events are or could be adapted to be so.
‘,‘\

‘ ghe woWEes be D e BADGES: Birds seen on club -area walks count towards individual Star
allenge .
badges & if you walk or cycle from home, they also count towards your

* NENBC Big Sit
% Global Big Bird Day Eco-Badges.

activities BOOKING: Inachange from previousyears -you gener al |y
% Birding for Beginners to book for any of our walks so just turn up on the day if you fancy it . We
_ Course advise joining the Wh atsApp Comms group which we will always use if
RACUCICUICR R B R R LR e have to make any last minute changes. There may be the occasional

upo sessions time we do need advance numbers and bookings and if this is the case it

Earehenlig s ChEs will say so on our publicity
encouraged, or even better,

walking or cycling .

General Talks Info

LOCATION: Our indoor events are benerally held at Gresham Village Hall and unless otherwise stated they
start at 7:30pm. Most are also available live via Zoom. The postal address is East Beckham Road, Gresham,
Norfolk, NR11 8RT but note the published postcode might not take you to exactly the right spot! If you are
coming through Aylmerton and Lower Gresham, turn right by the church (just after the school) and the hall is on
your left. If you are coming through Gresham, turn left at  the church (just before the school) and the hall is on
your left. If you are dropping down from East Beckham, the hall is on your right opposite the church.

AT THE HALL: Those of you attending in -person at the hall for our regular evening talks can expect a selection

of home-made cakes plus tea, coffee, hot chocolate, wine and cold drinks during the interval and of course the

chance to socialise with other members. We can cater for gluten  -free or other requirements if you let us know in
advance. We havea2@®hand ©o6natural worl dd book stall f or -lopgeru t c
required stock to, supplies of our club publications to buy (including our annual bird reports), a display of

member photos and details on our upcomingevent s. We are happy to offer memb
sale at our events (or in our newsletter) with a contribution going to club funds.

NO BOOKING REQUIRED B U T éltis always nice to know if you are coming to an evening talk but by no
means essential so if it takes your fancy on the evening, please just turn up as we would love to see you! If you
want the Zoom link though, you will need to let us know in advance!

ACCESSIBILITY: The hall is wheelchair accessible. The level car park at the hall is shingle but we can reserve a
space next to the entrance if you need it.

PARKING: Access to the hall car park is off East Beckham Road, opposite the church. There is additional
parking on the road along the side of the church itself and an overflow car park has kindly been offered to us by
Gresham Village School. The school car park is located on Cromer Road to the left of the school as you face it
and at the left-hand end of the row of houses & about a 300m walk from the hall. Please park considerately to
allow maximum number of cars in the car parks and on the road but with enough spa  ce for passing traffic to be
able to get through, including agricultural vehicles. We can send you a map of the locality on request.
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Upcoming Events
: 2
In thecoming weeks we have couple ofour regular o February 0
Felbrigg Park Walk s, a monthly midweek "esham Village Pm to 9:30pm,
favourite,awalk along theHappisburgh Coast T all a Via Zoo
maybe arescheduledstrumpshaw Fen walk urtle Doveg "
and in March a wander arourfehvanton Lo talk wiy, Loy
Novers . OurFebruary Evening Talk is partnetrls: " 1sq C'la,m,n
. “ A . » S
aboutTurtle Doveawith u K S wLpuisa Q a one of £, ject fo ion Ty
Claxton Look forward to seeing you at these rm
ers a (0]V/

events soon.

Felbrigg Park Monthly Walk
9:00am to 11:00am
with Trevor Williams

This sociable walk caters for all
levels of birding ability so come
and give us a try. We take a
leisurely stroll around the park
and lake, route dependent on
the local bird and other wildlife
recently reported or likely to be
present on the day. We see
around 40 bird species on an
average walk and even on the
hs VY1t qk WYnwi ¢!
And there is a café stop at the
end of the walk

18" February | 18" March

Please come and join us on the
3" Wednesday of the month
(except August), you would be

most welcome!

§W788uf ] BAREA
MEET:Main Felbrigg Hall car
park T free for National Trust

members |DISTANCE:2 miles |
ACCESSIBILITYNot suitable
for wheelchair users but could
be for those with limited
mobility T please get on touch |
FACILITIESCafé and loos at
the Hall |CLUBBADGES:In
area so all appropriate
individual records count.

Happisburgh 0 sea and coast in winter
Saturday 14 February 2026
9.30 am to 1pm
optional afternoon wanderto  Cart Gap assuming suitable weather
Walk Leader: Andy Clarke

A winter adventure awaits! Always something of an enigma,
Happisburgh can turn up interesting species at any time of the year.
Expect some scanning of the sea for divers, passing geese and sea
duck. The cliff top fields may hold geese and curlew, along with flocks
of roaming finches and buntings. Below the cliffs is a sandy beach,
popular in summer but in the quieter winter months loafin g gulls and
possibly a few waders may be present. Scrub with larger trees complete
the range of habitats to explore, with resident woodland birds along
with wintering thrushes possible. Heritage is also on offer with views of
the famous Happisburgh Lighthouse and listen out for the evocative
ANRGUWe U7 WNRT 1JW7 10 @nd hbwlsubédged itks)) D LU

§W788uf | WAEAK ? WifappidburdhuChiBilritE GalPark,
Beach Road, Happisburgh, Norfolk, NR12 OPRcharges apply £1.50 per
hour, up to £7 for 24 hourgdetails on website)| DISTANCE:approx 5-6km |
ACCESSIBILITYPaths are generally level. We will be walking on grassy
tracks and some gravel tracks, which may be uneven and bumpy in places
Paths are likely to be damp or wet. The access ramp down to the beach me
not be accessible on the day, this part of the coassiprone to cliff falls,
especially after wet or stormy weather. Sturdy footwear advisable and
please come dressed for winter weather on exposed sitesFACILITIES:
Public toilets available at the car park. There is a café nearby at Cart Gap
and a pub in Hgpisburgh village although stops are not a formal part of this
walk. Do consider bringing a packed lunch and refreshment§ CLUB
BADGES:Some partswill be in the club area so check with leader for
boundary.

No prior booking is required for this walk
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Strumpshaw Fen and Buckenham Marshes
A Grand Day Out
*rxkk 10" Anniversary Walk *xx**

XXXStnday-4"-Janvaryt-10:00am-to400pmXXX

Sadly this walk was postponed as there was flooding at Strumpshaw and the site was closed for a
few days. We intend rescheduling and will post a note on the website as soon as we have had it
confirmed.
Unfortunately a 6 1J LI 7DRe@ kyheldbwho is a local expert and has birded these sites for more than a
decade as his local patch,has no free dates this winteiso we will either be organising a club -led walk
in the coming weeks or sorting out a trip nearer the tail end of this year.

If you booked for the initial date we will let you know by email of the revised date and you will have
first refusal ;ifyoul RT Uk qWt RNUWe GWn Y| Wagdé WWRURqqRe¢ O WI ¢ qld LW
date, please drop Carol an email at nenbc@aol.co.uk

Swanton Novers 0 searching for Goshawks
Saturday 14 ™ March | 9am to midday
Walk Leader: Sean Dempster

The aim of walk is to see Goshawks which should be performing their aerial courtship displays at this time of
year. Hopefully, we will get a bright, warm, sunny morning which will encourage the Goshawks to fly. Mid-
morning is often the best time so we will start off by walking through the Swanton Novers woods to a water

meadow where the Norfolk Rivers Trust have created a new river through a wetland. We will walk for about 2
hours, covering a distance of about 3 miles. We will then return to Swanton Novers church, set up a watch

point and hope to see Goshawks displaying. Telescopes would be useful as the birds can be distant. Common
woodland birds should be seen on the walk but the main aim of the morning is to see Goshawks and other

birds of prey.

gl ?é OEW788uf ] WAEAOf AE2WN W?EN fxEWS§ Wi E7Ef NE L

Birding for Beginners Programme 2026 ’“’“*ﬁ

After a couple of years of not running this course, we hope to get back on track again this
with a spring course. We are still in the planning stages but we will be plugging this over t
few newsletter issues and very much hoping that sufficafntou will express an interestSAP
SO we can sort some dates o{Kala, Tam and Mary have you down alreadyJrevor and Caro
run the programme one evening a week over three successive weekseritarge members
£10 towards the hall hire cost15for nonmembersDSY SNI f 2 dzif Ay S 0o

The Basics of Bird ID includinigird topography, feathers, moult, size, structure, colour, behaviour, sound
Findingand Seeing Birds includindield guides, optics, attracting birds to your garden, where to watch
Migration including:reading the weather, bird movement, visible migration, vagrancy

Taking your interest to the next leveihcluding:the club website new technology
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National Nest Box Week
14t to 21t February 202 6

National Nestbox Week is an established part of the ornithological
calendar. Celebrated from February 1% each year, it puts the
spotlight on breeding birds and asks everyone to put up more
nestboxes in their local area. there is loads of info available on the
official website National Nestbox Week | Nestbox Weeknd on

those of many other wildlife organisations.

clWl Ukt W YOWWRUnNYWn! YOWEennYdOt U
p~¢ Ul WHRI T+ Wel WWRUWUWWIT Wn Y1 wWel
sites include nooks and crannies in trees, standing deadwood,
hedgerows and gaps in buildings. But there are fewer choices to
nest due to, garden management becoming neater, holes in old
buildings being filled up, and loss of habitat among many other
reasons. An alternative and popular option for garden birds are
nest boxes. When placed in the right place, these provide a secure
and safe nesting site for birds. Every year National Nest Box @ke

GRNETGRNGqt WS WWRAGY!I qe¢ U WY n WU qWAY 134 Wn VY1 WaYHECD

How to build a bird box | Norfolk Wildlife Trust

£ How to make a nest box DVatin”

f

ATy e / é/ ¥ penal, vulev and ﬁ
cut along dotted \ve for open (.‘vnv&ed voloin box SQSsevSs

T |
o
1) Mark out and saw pavels  (3) Assemble the bax Whese to put t:
Use diagyaw above, and wvite Nail the pavxels toget\/\ev 7-5 werves aboe
the nawe df eada panel anko ‘ the ground,
the wavked out woad. Sowewheve 2-5m
S‘/\QU@QM above

7 ) Choose youv box +ype

hole Evov\k?d box ) Fix on the voof
® | Dlue +its (Bwmw . :

‘ great +it5 (28mw) Pavel f“‘d" a hiuge
| spavvows (38ww) or Stvip o old

stavlings (L Swm) rubbev.

< \r\l WAL

What gou need : NN QQ
: i { Is: G (24
. VOugl/\ cut kimber -+ sowe old vubber ora hinge  « 20w nails  « tools: ﬂ v p ‘ Q
e 1500w o “
\6: e 250w 120w LbOwm 200 wa 220 mm + W » SAW A\ b :‘

/b»\/\amwe\/ R A
r_ » hand bvace or dm“ =

Further info at RBA National Nest Box WeekOLWf n W! Ye Wl YOk qWn¢ URA! Wi ¢t RUNLW!

Bird Ventures in Holt. They have a range of nest boxes and great advice too.
Blue Tit photo courtesy of Dave Billham
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https://www.nestboxweek.com/
https://www.norfolkwildlifetrust.org.uk/actions/how-build-bird-box
https://www.rarebirdalert.co.uk/v2/Content/Valentines_Day_marks_the_start_of_National_Nest_Box_Week.aspx?s_id=279482423
https://birdventures.co.uk/epages/76378c2f-ef3a-4356-92cd-6490205a709b.sf/en_GB/?ObjectPath=/Shops/76378c2f-ef3a-4356-92cd-6490205a709b/Categories/5
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By Al an Stevens
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14 x Shoveler

Club Walk, well this is embarrassing, a
3 new NENBC bird for me ;-)
/=

John Swallow

By Dave Bill ham
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RSPB Big Garden BirdWatch 2026

Friday 2 3 to Sunday 25" January
By Carol Thornton

Wel | , as usual, t he weath EBE“

weekend and if our garden was anything to go by, e coneds

the birds were hiding, tittering rather than Full Big Garden Birdwatch resuts wil be released in mid-April
twittering you could say . The graphics | got back
after loading our garden birds on to the RSPB
website are shown here on the right . We will have
to wait until April until we get all the RSPBstats to
compare to ours but top 3 Norfolk birds thus far are
Blue Tit, Woodpigeon and House Sparrow € .

National

Many thanks to the 21 of you logged RSPB Big
Garden BirdWatch records on our website over the
weekend or dropped us an email with your results.
Between us, we recorded 34 species . | have listed
these below, along with the number of gardens
they appeared in ¢é

Blue Tit
National avg. 3

Blackbird
National avg. 2

Woodpigeon
Mational avg 2

Dunnock
Mational avg 1

Goldfinch
Mational avg. 1

Note the top two spots match the Norfolk results but

we have Blackbird in 3 " place and the Norfolk -

wide bronze medallist House Sparrow is way back

in 14t Interestingly, House Sparrow currently holds the top spot nationally.  Highest number of species
per garden came from Richard Kershaw (22), John Cole (17) with Loz Malabar and Carol & Ken

Thornton in joint third place (16). The national average garden count was of 28 birds (not species) per
garden . Fourteen of our participating members reported more than this average with Richard Kershaw
on 174 ("), Di & Richard Farrow 82 and Chris Maso n 62. Many thanks all of you!
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