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President ds Pi ece

By Nigel Redman

l'a GKS % f dzo FadzymnOeé Qv > OKI y3ISa Ay L2 L
anniversary year draws exploitation of birds, in addition to a few about

to a close, so does my individual species or classic birding destinations. There
term asits President. It ¢l a y2 LXIFyYyZ YR a2YSOAY!
has been an honourto  was going to write about before | sab@n to do it. But
serve as President for the the ideas came, and | heghat members appreciated
past four years. The Club the results. | never did get round to writing about

has grown from strength grouse shooting and raptor persecution, but Mark Aver

to strength in its first and others have probably said all that needs to be said
. decade, with well about that subject; primarily that it needs to stop! And
B attended meetings, also theindiscriminate release of millions of pheasants
walks and events, into our countryside, for that matter.

amazing monthlynewslettersandalotofcamaraderleC2 NJ Y& FAYIE tNBAARSy(Qa&
¢KS LAYyYLIOfS 2F GKS &S| NI @76 260k D 2 NB Ig R, AQ%fUS\(?'W Lp?yq

of course the successful oy conference in June,  gpecifically to the plight of the Slendbilled Curlewc a
where we enjoyed a range of fascinating talks and a fulbecies that has become extinct in our lifetimes, and
to-capacity village hall. which is probably on the listsf several club members.
The role of President is not particularly onerous. Apart L 4t Qa | &dzo 2SO0 GKFd L KI ¢
from presenting badges, perhaps the most important and it turned out that there was quite a lot to say about
Gral Aa 2 ogNRARGS It NBaA RS ¢nig@atic birdh Sodnbch Sodtathdy article B now 2
the Newsletter. This has not always been easy, given nappearing as a staralone piece in this Newsletter

work schedule, but | have very ntuenjoyed putting please chek it outon page21. Althoughextinction is

pen to paper (metaphorically) and airing my thoughts final, occasionally there are good news stoyiasd | was
and views, and even grievances from time to time. heartened to hear that in August this year the near
Looking back over my two dozen pieces, | have covered @ | KA OF f WSNR2y Qa /[ 2dzNES|
a surprisingly wide range of subjects in my four years. Irediscovered by a determined group of Indian birders,
R2y Qi Y29 néi&lstkeSiNof cowsg, As | having not been seen anywhere by anyone since 2004
have only ever had two pieces of feedback from the | conclusion, thank you for putting up with my frequen
short articles, one verbal and one email. Fortunately, ahsences from meetings and occasional rants in print,
both were very positive! and | would like to wish my successor a fruitful and
ae tNBAARSYGQa tASOSa KI gewardng @SiNdady in the doiitddears. dzod the | 2
listing, twitcher behaviour, climate change, eponyms, record, | will not be seeking f&lectionfor a second (or
taxonomy, ethics of collecting, reintroduced birds, birdsthird) term!

2y all YLAZ 9y3ItAakK ylIYSas LidzyOlGdzZ G§A2y oWt 256SN Ol 2

~

Donot f or
Christmas Social

e H
& AGM | 11" December ,’*ﬁ *

See page 12 for details
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A Note from the Editor

By Carol Thornton

Welcome to our December newsletter !

A great turn out in person and on Zoom for our November talk with the
everpopular Aldina Franco of UE&turning totalk more about stork
YAINI GA2Y S6AGK I FFEANIOAG 2F | dz
along, still a few more events this yeaHolkham Walk, Felbrigg Park
Walk and of course the AGM & Christmas Sddithils onpagel?) ¢
0S¥2NB (GKS bS¢ ,SINR& 51& . ANRA
W KNER dzZ3 KT 2 NJ[ B A QF N2 y i ®Reumh&Oudit tuinst G
2dzi GKSNB FNByQid Ylye LIK20G§23INI LI
records from 29 folk, only 6 included photd&ie top two pics were from
Francis Farrow, the bottom two from Ken Thornton and the central one
from Mark ClementsForDecembey our theme will béBirds on or over
waterko get clicking!

Hereon the leftare my favourite member phota from November
selectedfrom the onesi K i R A Ry Q durnionthlySNENBLC Bizdy
Highlightssectionof the more unusual specieBlackcap [David Griffiths],
Starling [Andrew Crossley], Kestrel [Dave Billham], Green Woodpecke
[Steve Hale], Mute Swan [Val Stubbs].

LT L R2y QG OF GOK dzZlJ ¢AGK @e2dz |
club walks or out and about in the festive rush, | wish you the very bes
F2NJ / KNARadGYra FyR GKS bSg , S NJ
€2dz2NJ bSé , SI NDa Wsikee 0ANRAY3I 2y

Welcome to our new members
o0 we look forward to seeing you soon!

* Jonathon Zelos* David Peet * Sue Bradshaw *

* Zoe Crighton & Catriona Holden *
* Steve Barford * Aldina Franco *

If you have any queries, just drop us an email

Membership Renewal - Subscriptions for 2026

We hope you will continue to support the club in 12/ renewing
your membership with us. The subs, which are due vdahuary,
remain the same as last year:

2026 calendar year membership &fL5 per household to include a
O2LR 2F (KS GArnumBiad Repodvlyich Se-hope wili
be ready for publication in the summer, £12 without the report Our

preferred method of payment is by standing order, but esfé
payments can be made electronically to the club account (Accou
Number: 20842968 / Sort Code:-3-34; TSB) or by posting a cheq
to the membership secretary Colin Blaxill at CaitlirsnBrd Close,

High Kelling, Holt NR25 6QY. Cheques need to be made payabl

Gb2NIK 91ad b2NF2ft1 . ANR / f dzo
cash then catch Colirr @ne of the other Committee Members at ong
of our events.

Many thanks for your continuing support and engagement

Sadly we have recently been notified of the deaths of Neil Churcher (club member 2017
2025) and Gordon Webster (201£2022). Our thoughts are with their families
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NENBC Bird Highlights o Novemb er 202 5

All records are from the NENBC website and submitted by

i species were added in  Novemb er
membersunless otherwise stated.

By Paul Laurie
[ & 6,160 individual records covering 165 bird ]

Novem ber 2025: Pallid Swift Dusky Warblerandt | £ f | & Q &vere theNtieke SaNdnally scarce species
recorded this morth. However Bittern and Water Pipitwere the raressightingghis month that isin the context of
the NENBGCecording areaNew birds for the year included the Pallid Swift, Bitteffater Pipit ad Slavonian Grebe

Barnacle Goose: On the %' a flock of forty birds flew north

over Saxlingham, the next day two flew west over Bees ! ’;;fw
Common. On the ITa bird was seen with Pirfkeetjust north

of Holt and the next day five flew north over Felbrigg Park.

Bean Goose : A single over Weybourne on the "L8vas the

only record for the month, \‘

Russian White -fronted Goose : On the 8 two flew east L
past Weybourne Camp and on the'24 bird wasfound with
PinkFeet at Happisburgtirhoto 1 courteg of Mark Clements

Velvet Scoter : Oneto two birds were present off Weybourne
between the ¥' and the 26'. On the 27" birds at Weybourne
hadincreased to five birds. On the 18vo birds were seen off| 2
Sheringhamand Mundesley andbon the 239 a bird flew east
past Sheringham anithen Cromer East Cliffs.

Long -tailed Duck : Only one record of a bird east a
Sheringham on the 15of the month.

Goosander : Regular sightings of one or two birds off tF q
north caast during the monthwith highest count being three
west at Mundesley on the™and three west off Sheringhant : =

on the 20". Inland a bird was on Selbriggndon the 12"and | = e M, et ey

a drake frequented Felbrigg Lake between thé'ahd 23¢9, Fo e 2
Photo 2 courtey of Mark Clements ",;..M e ey ‘__;‘_;—Q
Swift : A single was seen over Sheringham on th&.12 R LTS e T e, e . ]

Pallid Swift : On the 7" a bird was present at Sheringham atiten on the 8" at Cromer. On the I0two were seen
at West Runton with one there the next day and again on th&, e final record was a bird over East Runton ¢
the 12". A good series of recordgving many members a chance to connect with this southern spesiasys a
difficult speciewith whichto accurately determine the numbers involvatiie to speed of flight and area they cove
to feed as well as being able to disappear for a day or. Sivice 2018 there have been birds recorded in only fol
years, with 2022 being the best when several birds were present and reported from coastal sites between Over
and Cromewover an eight-day period.Photo 3 courtesy of TrevwVilliams,photos4 and 5Richard Farrow

BlueSky @nenbc.bsky.social Website:www.nenbc.co.uk Paged Email Secretary Editor: nenbc@aol.co.uk
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Slavonian Grebe : One¢ two birds present off Sheringha
from the 6" until the 15" at least.

from the 2" until the 24" these were the only records this
month.

Purple Sandpiper : Only one record this monthvas of a
single at Sheringham on the l%henwas seen to flgast.

Sabi nedsOnGhel ™ a juvenile flew east pas
Weybourne.

Little Gull : A small movement of this species during th
middle of the month resulted in the following recordail = — e
e e e T icn

Sheringham50 east on the 1B, 139 east on the T6and 40 — -
east on the 1%. Photo 6 courtesy of Trevor Williams 7

Sandwich Tern : On the F'a bird was offshore from Crome
East Cliffs and on the 16a bird was seen off Sheringham.

Arctic Tern : Three reports of singfrom Weybourne on the

1stand from Sheringham on theé"@gand 16" ‘ﬁ

Little Auk : On the 1% and 18", a bird was reported off
Weybourne. On the 1I'f a bird was seen from Cromer Ea
Cliffs which may relate to the same individual. On th& &9
bird was found inland at Branign & Oxnead. It was cared fo
overnight and then releasedn the coast atSheringham the
next day.

Black Guillemot : One record of astwinter bird on the 8h
seen from CromekEast Cliffs.

Glossy lbis : Continuing a very good year for this species
the club area a bird was see flying eafft dundesley on the
3. A bird waghen found feeding at Saxlingham on the's
and later seen to fly north. Finally, a bird flew west ove
Weybourne on the %. Photo7 courtesy oDavid Griffiths

Bittern : A migrant was seen offshore from Sheringham &8
24" andthenwas subsequently reported continuing west pa
Weybourne.This represents my the purth record for the

NENBC since 2015 amige second coastal recordhe first

being a bird over Weybourne Camp on the"#&ugust 2015.
The otherclub recordsare a bird at Gresham in March 201| 9
and a wintering bird at Field Dalling in 2022.

Cattle Egret : Up to2 birdspresent atFelbrigg Paristuntil | e z
the 5" and then one west over West Beckham on the'2énd |
a bird present at Mundesley Z3to 26". Photo 8 courtesy of

Mark Clements

Little Egret : Singles reported from Thornage, Blickling Paix
Souhrepps Common Saxlinghamand HempsteadPhoto 9
courtesy of Mark Clements L
Hen Harrier : On the & I a-NRA ¥B¢ Ft Sg)
Saxlingham. A male was seen hunting at Happisburgh on
24" & 25" of the month.Photo10 courtesy of Mark Clements

Short-eared Owl : Only two reports with a bird at
Weybourne Cliffs on the7and Cromer East Cliffs on the6
of the month.

BlueSky @nenbc.bsky.social Website:www.nenbc.co.uk Page5 Email Secretary Editor: nenbc@aol.co.uk


http://www.nenbc.co.uk/
mailto:nenbc@aol.co.uk

Merlin : A bird was resident around Weybourne from thé 3
until at least the 28.

Hooded Crow : One report from Mundesley this month witf
the bird seen there on the 16

Swallow : A bird was seen at Weybourne on th# 4f the |
month.

11

House Martin : A singlewas present on the 0 at West |
Runton alate record but sora way off the clul® latest record |
of the 28" of November 2022 when two were seen over
Beeston Bump.

Yellow -browed Warbler : Weybourne Camp recorde
singles on the % and 2", then again on the 8 until the 11"
when two birds were seen. On thé @ bird was heard calling
on the northeast side of Holt. West Runton held a bird on tl
8 and 9. Beeston Bump attracted tb 2 birds between the -
8 andthe 15" and a single bird was reported from Cromer «

the 10". Photo 11 courtesy of Richard Fanr

PALLASGS WAGhBhe E3Rof November a bird was
found at the Treatment Workism Cromer and was present unt 13
the 17" over the threedays six club members saw the bir
Photo 2 courtesy oflulian Thomas

Dusky Warbler : On the & two birds were present on
Weybourne Camp and a single was on Beeston Commo
least one bird remained on Weybourne Camp until the 8%
report on the 13'. Photo B courtesy oMossTaylor

Ring Ouzel : One or two birds were present on the @5nd
16" around Beeston Bump.

Black Redstart : On the 7 a single bird was seen in Cromg¢ ‘
where on the 8" five birds were seen feeding in clo
proximity, one wasstill present the next dayAlso,on the 9" a

Williams

Water Pipit : On the 16 a bird was seen along the Dilha Sy g
Canal This represents only thé"#record for the NENBEince 2015 AII have been smgle day and single obser
records.

Common Crossbill : Fewer reports this month with only two records from Aylmerton of two birds on tHe@d
one on the 9. On the 19 three birds were seen on Buxton Heath and on th& 6o reported from Dilham Canal.

Snow Bunting On November %five birds remained from October at West Runton. On th€ 45ingle was seen at
Weybourne. Six birds were recorded at Happisburgh on tlie Bétween the 28 and 28" up to fourteen birds were
seen on Weybourne CEffSheringham Golf Cours®n the 3@ two birds flew west at Sheringham.

Decem ber: What to look forwardto €& . . @@I QI
 Decem ber: What to look forward 0 & . e

December : Cold weather movements of wildfowl and waders may provide some interest this month if the we
wet, westerly airflow comes to an end. Often birds move ahead of the weather so having an interest in cold we
forecaston the near continent may warn us of the birds appearing h&termy weather can offer Storm Petrel
sightings as well as out of seasskuasand shearwatersAny large flocks of wintering birds are worthy of scrutiny e
a scarcer visitor may be hidden among thgmarticularly duck, geese& waders & well asfinchesand buntings.
Wintering Black Redstarts may be found and suitable spots along any water course may provide a wintedng
bellied Dipperadding to the solNENBQecord of a wintering bird in 2014/1&n the River Bure.

BlueSky @nenbc.bsky.social Website:www.nenbc.co.uk Pageb Email Secretary Editor: nenbc@aol.co.uk
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Observations from | ast mo nt Mengber. Extral

E %‘} Ornithological Station Museum and Institute PAS, Nadwislariska 108, 80-680 Gdarisk d SpOtted a ”nged
- tel. +48 58 30 80 759, fax +48 58 30 80 982 email: ring@miiz.waw.pl, http://www.stornit.gdo.pl
s pw: med gull near East
' Runton slipway on
We are grateful to you for your report of a ringed bird. You will find the ringing and finding details below.
Just a reminder to folk |ogg|r]g If you notice any errors please let us know. TueSday 11th
ringed birds on our website. November.
g red PHEE colour legring {(numbered) ring already present
Although we send our data off After a bit of Internet
en masse to the County h | t k d tt
recorder through BirdTrack research [ tracked It to
uploads, we dondgt |di meedwt | vy a Polish ringing outfit.
. . - Species: Mediterranean Gull (Ichthyaetus mel, halus) (] -
ContaCt rlnglng COOTdInatOI'S Of Sex, age. male, after 3rd raTendaryZar : s Ilve attaChed thelr
individual projects 0 that needs Status: nesting ; :
t b d pt ] f h Condition: [8] alive and probably healthy - observed or released by ringer report In case anyone IS
So|gh?|ngO\AIIDnrOJOe)étOléOIO}r/g::]atz\]{g b :I?c:rimp. - F:L/i:’qzjnpzf‘((?s?(lE"JZII:;(():::::AKUS(. KUJAWSKO-POMORSKIE, POLAND IntereSted. LOOkS |Ike It
love to get data on their birds & ioordinalelsz »52"40'53 0"; 1s“qs'04 6" (s? 78277600; 18.08460500) was arou nd
: ccuracy of coord.: accurate to the given coordinates
after all, that is the reason for _ Cromer/West Runton
) . th h X PLG|AD|FS...35275|0/1|BB{05750| 05750 | N0 H | N|M| M 8| 8| N | ~| -|-|08052020| 0| | PLKP| +524658+0180505 0| 8120]0| 4 . 2023 P h t
rnging them - so nere is a N 0 er apS| was
rem_mder on how\to do it from np—— reported by aother
ChrIS Ladee” O P l ease € p Qler!’f:(:tﬁoﬂofnng: [0] ring not verified NENBC membe{’?
your colour rnng birds to the Date, time, accur.: 11/11/2025, 15:40, date accurate
3 N A Place: [GB NK] Runton, NORFOLK, UNITED KINGDOM 1
re'?vant prOJeCt co Ordlnator Coordinates: 52°56'14.9"; 1°16'29.5" (52.93746000; 1.27487000) Martln Hammond
which can be found thrOUgh the Accuracy of coord.: accurate to the given coordinates
EU CO'OUI’ Rlng Website Species: Mediterranean Gull (ichthyaetus melanocephalus) []
Sex, age "
https://cr _-birding.org/ . Locally Status:
ringed Turnstones StOﬂeS (I'Ed Condition: [7] alive and probably healthy - observed or released
ﬂ th | tt t t JAA) Circumstances: [81] colour ring read
ag tnree letters starting : Finder: M. H.
Black-headed Gulls (red rings Rpmarks:
starting 2C00) and Marsh Tit
(Wh|te I’IﬂgS OO _99) can be PLG|AD|#5..35275|0(0]BC10S750 (05750 U19] 2|V U U010 U] |- 1-] 11112025 ]0] 1540 | GRNK| +525615+0011630|0] 7|81 10]4
reported thrOUgh Distance: 1125 km,  Direction: 277°,  Elapsed time: 2013 days

https://iceni.shinyapps.io/sight
ings/ Metal only rings can be

report to the BTO , & - A ] .
https://app.bto.org/euring/lan St t We Shob 1ia frohsldbynember

a/pages/rings.jsp_ 6 Chris Lamsdellaken9™ January Cromer 202]
and the 29from Trevor Williamshere on 13'.

A

Greylag Goose ~ W/BE T T W RNG q WE 1J¢ T RaddXldy by lotketlbbdéiversiill” W? ¢ 2 RT W]

Y U 1J WAnner Signdl] Gtesham |8 Sheringham | 8

Mute Swan ~ Hlgead adult bird floating in the Curlew ~ Wb Réeding iH field east of Mill Lane
canal and what appeared to be another dead adult biggest flock I've ever seen thena LT LLé ¢ @ LWE a
in the field to the north about half way between Weybourne Cliffs | 28

Anchor Road and Ebridge. Also two flew down the Black -headed Gull ~ LLUbO Broasl Bahdion sea
canal settling on Ebridge mill ponds L™ W7 Y H W[ ¢ hoggrh offéhdfe high tide roost think almost all

| Dilham Canal | 26 BHG but in the gathering twilight.s LT WE 6 11 R
Moorhen ~ MNbar stream, been surprisingly scarce Roger Emmens | 8

this years U™ WA ¢ 2 GRYUNWI"E G qVY UL 8kh BluaTY ths a MRy recognisable, previously
Crane ™ Hlying north of A149. Seen from car! Same seen individual with very pale taiks L™ LWs Y 6 U LW
bird seen later over Weybourne Camp, Salthouse Mundesley | 4"

Page7
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Little Auk ~ Bdmnd last night in my
step-sisters garden near the river. It
was checked out this morning and

given a clean bill of health so |
released it at Sheringham about
9.20 last seen swimming out to sea
and just possibly the bird lan P had
go west at the Lees a0.45w L™ LI~

Clements | Brampton & Oxnead |
20th

Little Auk ~ dilysea. Not every day
you know there is going to be a little
auk, guaranteed at some time in the | ~
morning, even if it is a windblown
waif rescued from inlands W™ WA ¢
Borley | Sheringham | 20

Little Auk ~ Aivindividual rescued
from inland and released in sea by
Mark Cr W™ W[ | ¢ UHRY W[
Sheringham | 20

|-
o,

Great Northern Diver ~ disthe sea in front of Blackbird ~ LUs/dINtBetgHiden and adjacent one.
sea-watch shelter with Redthroated - went missing To think that they could be the twelve that left us in
under water for long periods during 11/2 hour sea Februaryw W™ Ws Y6 Ulllc 2 | thq U™ W~ 2 |
watchw L™ WNT 132 VI Wi RGGRE Gt U 1W9IadkGirtd 1~ Wb A e ¥ 2 daddnblSetleaten
East Cliffs | 3 by great black backed gulls not counted }b L™ LA 6
Glossy Ibis ~ Hast. One hour seawatch. Passing Borley | Weybourne | 7

close in at 09.45. Rather unexpectedb L™ Ws Y 6 U W&abin F WdHcistic Robin- has been visiting the

| Mundesley | 3 garden for a few months but very elusives KienlLL
Tawny Owl ™ thgsting in sycamore tree, being Thornton | Gresham | 2%

mobbed by jays, magpies, chaffinches and Snow Bunting ~ lhifially feeding at western end of
goldfinches. The only stressed birds were the ones roped off area by car park, flushed by a Kestrel and
mobbing, the owl couldnit care lessib LM WA 6 R U W76y fiéddvakthdldliff, returning back 30 minutes
Beeston Bump | 8 later to resume de-seeding the fieldOw LT LWE a 1J°
Kingfisher ~ 8am it fly across the pond, catch a | West Runton | ¥

fish and perch the other side of the pond. Best view Snow Bunting ~ Livas on a Sheringham to West
of Klngﬂshen-bLLF W2 e 2RT W7 ¢l 1 et U Wik kénbéabhWRARLANIiAY inkkhd #o the beach

Magpie ~ LU®&kedtow lucky me always a great to return via Beeston Bump | remembered the
starttoaday " UM W UUWPWERGY U W] | IFépériediSinbwlBdnhting. While passing the area with
Hooded Crow ~ Nbighbouring trees and house newly seeded grass | said "l hear a snow bunting" at
roof, having been absent for the few weeks. In which point Daphne said "arethese snow bunting"?
profile showing clean lines of a pure specimen The 5 were unseen by me but less than 10m awayL

rather than ahybridl-bLLF Ws Y6 Ullc 2| t W widobnBwaiewy Yyesur w

Long -tailed Tit = LLx®h&sihdleach other through Runton |
the trees by the car park what a delights L™ LIé ¢ & W Snow Bunting = Bigen the
Stubbs | Sheringham Park |'8 boating lake | saw them

Dusky Warbler ~ Béading together all morning mfc;\r:ing westjusdt c?flfshore
(one for second day), the first multiple record for otthe promenade, [ am

the camprb LU LW~ Y+ + WRE ! VI U™ Wi 13! F—“lr?t 6@%5‘%\’
Initia yhad een on

cliff facew W™ W7 Ic:am M
Sheringham | 3@

Page8

Snow Bunting, Richard Farrow
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 gestions for what YoU &, o
sugge <1 this spot and we Club Sponsor Bird Ventures offer a 5% discount
see covered in ching! on own-branded wild bird food to NENBC members all
resed year. Have a look at the Bird Ventures website

www.birdventures.co.uk as they also supply feeders
and much more with good advice and help for garden
bird enthusiasts. Free local delivery available

Bird Ventures, The Wildlife Shop,
tsApp Groups.....
WhatsApp Groups g 9B Chapel Yard, Albert Street,

Holt, Norfolk NR25 6HG

The club runs two WhatsApp groups:

NE Norfolk sea-watching is administered by Trevor Telep.hone 01263 710203
Williams and is for any active and participating salesbirdventures@aol.com
seawatchers along the north east Norfolk coast whether

they are club members or not. .
Opening Hours:

NENBC Alerts is administered by Tony Forster and is Monday .
solely for club members to share news of interesting birds 10:15am-4:00pm Bird
within the club area — no gossip allowed! Tuesday to Saturday [

——

9:00am-4:00pm

The advant. f both th is that t
e advantage of bo ese groups is that you can ge Sumday Closed

instant details about a bird sighting rather than having to
rely on looking at the website later in the day and missing
out. If either of these groups are of interest, drop us an
email on nenbc@aol.co.uk and we’ll put you in touch with
the appropriate administrator. You’ll need to provide your
mobile number and sign up to the group rules. Both
groups are free but to get the most out of them you’ll
need to be able to use the internet on your phone when We cou\d do

you are out and about. donationsfof our bir
rindoor even

with some more book
ds and other nature
ts. We have rathera

WhatsApp group for general NENBC communications S‘t;:‘:ft :,::m Guides to the rest Offtt\:\e \:;ogit
. . . | . dan more 0 0Ss€,
Mobile numbers required to sign up so don’t really nee Zne ore reading

i with so
This new group has been set up so we have a means of we could do loser to home. If you

contacting members quickly and easily without going throug material from bit c. ; our shelves
0KS SYFAf k 6S6aAritsS NRdziSo haveanybookshnguushmgg:\ovngm i
sending out reminders a day or two before schedule that might suit, bring themknow g
club events our events or let us

letting folk know where we are running a shartice
Wt 21LIQ SOSy il 2dziaARS 27
advising to any lashinute changes to scheduled

events

Unlike the otheMWhatsAppgroups, this one will be set up so
that only the Admins can send messages U8 Y 6 S NA

groups, your number will be visible to all those on the group
¢CKSNE AayQid F gF& (2 KARS i
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8 be gble,to respogdZ)E FA l{ az l:I’ KS N‘IS: a K ramme, o”de':rss for
O onit.Itg 2y Qu 0S dzaSR2Z2| a2 QaA RBz ﬁndaspeakerb;ects you'd nkeu:(:g
"8 purposes of our other two. thoughts, Please gr- olf You have ap,,
Z If you are interested in signing up, thelease let Carol have ©n ahstevenss, p'::::.',a” emaijl
o your mobile number Please be aware that like all WhatsApp Thank yoy —

=

@)
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What 6s On?
General Event Information 0 please see our website or o6 upcomi ng
in this newsletter for fuller details of what we have on offer

Overview General Walks Information

Talks on the last Thursday : : -
evening of the month at Please wear clothing suitable to conditions - footpaths can be muddy at

Gresham Village Hall from any time of the year .
Sep-Nov and Jan-Apr, also

. - YOUNG PEOPLE: Children are always welcome if accompanied by
available live via Zoom

well -behaved adults and we would be happy to see young members
Walks around Felbrigg Park aged 16 and 17 attend unaccompanied with prior written consent from a
on the 3" Wednesday parent or guardian who has also supplied a phone number where they
morning of the month Sep -Jul can be contacted in an emergency.
~ Varied monthly weekend DOGS: We regret no dogs .
walks and the odd evening
one from Sep-Ju EQUIPMENT: Binoculars are always recommended to gain full
enjoyment from your birding and for some of our walks , a scope is

. I H I 1 : . - 0 0
Special events including definitely usefulbut dondét forget youdl|l

% Coordinated Seawatch

% Walks Weeks ACCESSIBILITY :Unfortunatelymost of our wal ks ¢

% Christmas Social & AGM wheelchair users but please do contact us on nenbc@aol.co.uk to see

OB R AW IR ES2ll:Y  \which of our events are or could be adapted to be so. Some of our walks
Challenge are deliberately quite short to accommodate those who find the longer

* NENBC Big Sit walks a little too daunting.
% Global Big Bird Day

activities BADGES: Birds seen on club -area walks count towards individual Star
% Birding for Beginners badges & if you walk or cycle from home, they also count towards your

~ Course Eco-Badges.
® Short-noti ce t hemed . N .
Uupd sessions BOOKING: Unless otherwise stated, no booking is required for our

Car-sharing is always walks so just turn up on the day if you fancy it, although it is always nice
encouraged, or even better, to know to expect you so feel free to let us know!
walking or cycling .

General Talks Info

LOCATION: Our indoor events are benerally held at Gresham Village Hall and unless otherwise stated they
start at 7:30pm. Most are also available live via Zoom. The postal address is East Beckham Road, Gresham,
Norfolk, NR11 8RT but note the published postcode might not take you to exactly the right spot! If you are
coming through Aylmerton and Lower Gresham, turn right by the church (just after the school) and the hall is on
your left. If you are coming through Gresham, turn left at  the church (just before the school) and the hall is on
your left. If you are dropping down from East Beckham, the hall is on your right opposite the church.

AT THE HALL: Those of you attending in -person at the hall for our regular evening talks can expect a selection

of home-made cakes plus tea, coffee, hot chocolate, wine and cold drinks during the interval and of course the

chance to socialise with other members. We can cater for gluten  -free or other requirements if you let us know in
advance. We havea2@®hand ©o6natural worl dd book stall f or -lopgeru t c
required stock to, supplies of our club publications to buy (including our annual bird reports), a display of

member photos and details on our upcomingevent s. We are happy to offer memb
sale at our events (or in our newsletter) with a contribution going to club funds.

NO BOOKING REQUIRED B U T éltis always nice to know if you are coming to an evening talk but by no
means essential so if it takes your fancy on the evening, please just turn up as we would love to see you! If you
want the Zoom link though, you will need to let us know in advance!

ACCESSIBILITY: The hall is wheelchair accessible. The level car park at the hall is shingle but we can reserve a
space next to the entrance if you need it.

PARKING: Access to the hall car park is off East Beckham Road, opposite the church. There is additional
parking on the road along the side of the church itself and an overflow car park has kindly been offered to us by
Gresham Village School. The school car park is located on Cromer Road to the left of the school as you face it
and at the left-hand end of the row of houses & about a 300m walk from the hall. Please park considerately to
allow maximum number of cars in the car parks and on the road but with enough spa  ce for passing traffic to be
able to get through, including agricultural vehicles. We can send you a map of the locality on request.
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Upcoming Events

Inthe coming weeks we have our reguiez!brigg

Park Walk s, a monthly midweek favouriteand an
earlyDe@mbertrip out of area to the popular
Holkham Estate .5 2 y Q( al¥o ouEC&ristmas
Social and AGM  which this year is on Thursday1
December please let us know you are coming for
catering purposesiWVe have two additional special
events comingup togtheNew Year 0s D
Birding Challenge  and, for the last of our 19
Anniversary Events, &rumpshaw Fen & New
Buckenham Day Out guided by Drew

Lyness . Look forward to seeing you at these
events soonFull details on website.

Felbrigg Park Monthly Walk
9:00am to 11:00am
with Trevor Williams
This sociable walk caters for all levels of birding ability Strumpshaw Fen and Buckenham Marshes
so come and give us a try. We take a leisurely stroll A Grand Day Outwith Trevor and Drew

around the park and lake, route dependent on the local weeek 10 Anniversary Walk **++

bird and other wildlife recently reported or likely to be " _ _
present on the day. We see aund 40 bird species on Sunday 4" January| 10:00am to 4:00pm

¢cUWe 211 ¢NIIWs ¢ O ts¥d G Tad 10L2Y 15 N6Rt Wh71 YeT aeUT Wi ROqgI Wi Y

than 30. And there is a café stop at the end of the walk nRUcOUWqY Wq6 DIWHG2 Hk t WNMaq
17 December Alongside TrevoWilliams, we are thrilled to be joined by
. Drew Lyness, who is a local expert and has birded these
Please come and join us on the'8Wednesday of the sites for more than a decade as his local patchStarting
month (except August), you would be most welcome! at RSPB Strumpshaw Fenwe hope to see resident
§W788uf ]| BARE&AMBEEMain Felbrigg species like Bittern, Marsh Harrier, Kingfisher, Bearded Ti

Hall car parkT free for National Trust members | and Marsh Tit, with the potential for some scarcer winter
DISTANCE:2 miles | ACCESSIBILITYNot suitable for visitors like Hen Harrier and Water Pipit. This part of the
wheelchair users but could be for those with limited day will include an informative talk about the reserveits
mobility T please get on touch | FACILITIESCafé and management and the wildlife. We will then travel the short
loos at the Hall [BADGES!n area so all appropriate distance to Buckenham Marshes, with a walk along the
individual records counttowards club badges north bank of the River Yare with views over the marshlan
and reedbeds. There is potential to see Russian White
} fronted Geese, Crane, Peregne, plus a good selection of
Holkham Estate 10" Anniversary Walk wildfowl and waders. Culminating with the famous Corvid
with Janice Darch and other Com members roost later in the day this surely will be a fabulous start to

Sunday 7" December | 9:00am to 1:00pm your 2026 birding year.

T URGOWANWHES IHE RUNWY 2 q LW PARK & MEETByY Reception,Strumpshaw FenCar Park
seawatching from the dunes, scanning the fields Low Road, Norwich, NR13 4HEDISTANCE:Strumpshaw
¢l YeUTl WxeT ! W UUOWKYt W?21 R2 c2.5 miles; Buckenham c3 miles| ACCESSIBILITY:

hides. We hope to see Shore Larks and Snow Bunting Broadland in midwinter is beautiful and evocative,
seabirds, ducks and geese. whatever the weather. However, inclement conditions
NO7§S§uf ] WPERKE@MEEX ¢T ! W U can be encountered, so please come dressed for winter
Drive and meet at the café The Lookout at the far end c e e e

the drive.Parking fee £#£13.50 | DISTANCE:approx 3 t#:rzvzrr;?\?g erjlg]r?;tlgepIz?gséngg?ﬂgg ;)Ea?l\llj::;onug; d
miles | ACCESSIBILITYSome of the walk is on paths b siop P

. also steps up to a hide. The riverbank footpath at
and boardwalks but some will be on sand and uneven )
: , . Buckenham Marshes will be muddy and could be wet or
terrain sonot suitable for wheelchair users or those

with limited mobility. | FACILITIES Toilets are available || | IRNEASAA AR Ml

and there is a café] BADGES:Not in the club area so ISl LTS Buckenhf';\m. Brlng A PEELTEE) (VTS
P GUHRIE WHe Ok qeYe Oq g ¥s and refrfeshments.|_ BADGES:Not in the club area so |
sorry! I GUARRIJt WHE UK qUWAY 2 Uaq lWa ¥ soayl |

BOOKINGA E A kKFQRLTHIS SPECIAL EVENTimiIt of 20

Pagell
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Christmas Social
- and AGM

&
VAV

&

&
P

dll-l-l-

Thursday 11 ™ December
/7:30pm to 10:00pm
Gresham Village Hall

| f you havendt already, get t he

The Annual General Meeting element will additionally be
available online via Zoom but the rest of the evening will be
hall -based.

Wedll get the business side of things ¢
evening off with our AGM, a chance to vote on various aspects of
the club and to listen to a Review of 2025 with outgoing Chair
Trevor Williams.

THOSE WHO ATTEND AT THE HALL IN PERSON can later enjoy the
fun of our CHRISTAMS SOCIAL EVENT which will consist of a light -
hearted QUI Z from | ast vyeaKisy, TwjSturandn g t
John along with a HOT AND COLD BUFFET AND DRINKS. We will
have team tables spread out in the large hall, there will be
prizes available and party hats are very much encouraged
throughout.

We will need ADVANCE BOOKING for both the hall and the Zoom
by Monday 8 ™ December if possible
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A new | ook at wal ks f or 2026 é.

We 6| | be doing thingsnaeawbyéardi wWifehentrevampt bTeh ec
gener al rul e wil |l be no bookings required, a rani
haunts and some new ones, pal unsi xs boofietienrwivhaeli kasr elae ar
t oo Hereds a f| pvowrn saofd aanth dttyo wdebt ar I sEUluldi ng exact

etwill be on theéwebsite shortly
February March
Happisburgh and Cart Gap Swanton Novers
with Andy Clarke with Sean Dempster
April May
The Runtons Gun Hill and Holkham
with Trevor Williams with Colin Blaxill
June July
Around Mannington , Itteringham and Mossy Sea Palling
Mere Woods with Stella Baylis
September October
Burgh and a Skeyton Corner RaptorWatch Winterton
with Alan Stevens with Janice Darch
November December
Hickling and St ubb Mil | Trinity Broad
with Trevor Williams and Andy Clarke with Stella Baylis

Poqpp Wal kMo raen.dé

During 2025 we introduced our pegp seawatches shortnotice events when the weather
conditions looked promisingpffering the chance to join an experienced lead for a bit of coas
birding fun. These have proved very popular so hopefully you will be as excited abesr that
next year we will béntroducing some othepop-upevents a0 F NI Ay 3 SgAGK a2
notice of a couple oflays beforevhenone ofussayd L | 'Y 32 A y¢do yduanmadt tb joird |
Y S K\ée hope we will be able to include some specialist wadlkstches some walks that are specia
for the leaders some thatpick up onany seasonal visitond also some shorter rambleSo watch
this space throughout the year and definitely sign up for the new NENBC Comms WhatsApp al
get yourreminders(seepage9).! RRA & Xy IRfA & JfRI S A SBPRAYE HY S

Fel b rPiagéJ(' : March at Felbrigg Park

CNBO2NI 2 AffAlYa &Af Wakl:9.00amto11.00am dz
oM S R y SaAaRI & Y2 NY A Y 3 The usual monthly romp about the park

I NRBdzy R CSfoNRIT t |1 Walk 2: 10:00am to 11:00am | ¢z
I NBlFX a2 R2 OgYSBAIL A leisurely stroll down to the lake and back
NEljdzSaita F2N asSiYEEE s Wedsl |l all meet up for a [dr
GNRFEEAY3 | Rdzl f &I afterwards
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Last Mo nt h &wening Talk
Migrating Storks with Aldina Franco

SALISOAlLffe 6KSYy (KA

FNRBJIBBEMNE 6S 6St O02YSR o6F O] t NR
OYPANRYYSyYyillt {OASyOSa I YR
23a3Aal0 ALK || F20dza 2y Y2@0SYS
a® | LI ASR NBaSIkNOK SEF YA
SYSNH& AY TN ARNPOT @zNBD | 2 g2N.
RS SOlaod aéd FdzyRIYSyldlFf NBASIN
0S dzt £ QGFNRAFOATAGE AYy | YAYIFT Y
a e @ IROSIFS drey IR VBBt 2 WMWR £ G NI O]
RSOAOSa 6AGK Ydz oL S aSyaz2NBRO FAYAYy3a (2 Ay@Sasdl i
Saltlrof AAKIWEINI @FNF 202 1LJdzf o2y ad Ay LINBOA2dzaf e ogK2f €
dzy RSNR G YRAYEKE2S FooRRIgKEYy Gl OKFy3ISa Ay YAINIG2N
adzOK 2F ! f RAVRAANNBAGOSDLKIBNF @zZLI0KI yaASa Ay (GKS YA
2 KAGS {G2N)1a Ay t2NIdAlFf YR GKS !'Y® Ly t2NlGdalk s
3SEFNER F323 GKS YF22NAGe ONWNBRSRYIKES{ { KIKME NEHS R
2 KAGS {G2N)1a KIFEGPS 0SSy NBAYUNRRAdZOSR Ay GKS 'YX I|T
YAINI §2NBE NRdziSad FyR aiGN)GSBASHABRI RSO RSK SSHE 6§ K
OKIFy3Sa Ay ®iKAA 0SKIF GA 2 dzNJ
hdzNJ aLIJSF1SNJ a0l NISR ¢6AGK | aAf ARS KAIKEAIKay3A 0A2F
To: | YyR '-F2NJ At fdzald Ny a2y GKA& YSIyd GKIFG 2dzi 2F S¢
0ANR& | ONZ & 9 dzNR2 LIS I NERAAWS GQUGSRE | YR AY LJ Nb Odzf I N
YAINI yGas éKSNBI-é LI NB I & b YR &K giogiversity deciines UEANT
LJ2 Lddzf | a2y & ® et b i
Il y220SI+ofS OKFIy3aS KFa 0SSy Ay
02YY2y |yYyR Aa tAYy1SR (G2 020K NX
YR NBadz ay3d Ay a2YS alLlSOASa y2
2 KAOS {G2N)}a y26 NBaARSyd Ay {L
y20 y2¢6 YAINXrGSo
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C2NJ GKS NBYFAYRSNI 2F KSNJ GFftq ! . , Y
R YR l:lKS SYSNBSYOS 2 F N:Sé.)\ RSYO@ :i\.lf-lrll(;cetsteolrgé%zpulatlonshavebeenmcreasmg =g
M qu na I f I NH S f & Y A I NJ l.ll 2 NB a LJS O}\ Breedingpupulan:iir:ij‘gruwrng,, -~and sois the wintering populaion ; 3
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éKsyAéz,Yl;yé 0 ANR& KI @S &adzi SNBRj- y i 13
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SELX I ylIa2yd

4

LYRAQGARdAS | & SkEfifoded GNBGSR o6& | &af ARS aK2gAy3 0ANF
YAINr a2y NRdziS&a FyR 'y SEFYLXS 2F YIS IyR FSYI
208N aSOSy 0O2yaS0OdzoedS eSARHzZ VY2bSBARSYO8eSYESHNESRI
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1st tracking data, year 2019 e 2nd tracking year: 2020
R _ . i A and stopovers

| |

- In 2021 the tagged storks did il g
not migrate but displayed local
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all clearly explained in

entertaining way with fa
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Last Month 0 dMid -Week Wa Ik
Felbrigg Park | Wednesday 19t November

By Dave ‘ »' hm

For the November Felbrigg walk we had November weatherthe first bird we saw was 8parrowhawk crossing fast in
windy, grey, and right up to the meeting time it had been  front of us, our first sighting of this species on a monthly wa
raining, sometimes mixed with hail. So it was surprising thatin 2025. Arriving at the church@ommon Buzzarflew up
twelve good folk turned out, willing to chance a soaking,  from the ground, and a lonGreat Spotted Woodpeckewas
though, as one femalmember pointed out, it was mainly seen high in a tree behind the churchyard. Alerted to a very
females who were there! Obviously the hardy sort! One distantRed Kite we were scanning the horizon for it when a
female we were missing was Carol, who was unable to mak®&/ren began scolding us from the low wall around the

it, so we would have to look out for each other rather than gravestones. Next to appear wassaey Heron which flew in
rely on her excellent herding skills to keep usakther. and dropped onto one of the small ponds in the water
Trevor was, as usual, leading the walk; his plan to head acrossadow. A lonéMagpiewasthe final species we noted here.

21LISY INRBdzyR ¢gKAfad AdG 61 ayQid NIAyAy3dIs F2ff26SR o0& GKS
to give some shelter should it start again, was well received The Yvalk ot .e gate overlooking the beck revealed no new
by all species; pausing to search the water meadows we saw our

second, though equally distant, Red Kite. Even further awa
We had been keeping a list as we waited for all to arrive, andias a flock of fifty or sink-footed Geese Searching

given the conditions it was a pretty good oréerring Gull through the Woodpigeon feeding in an adjacent field, a gro
andBlackheaded Gulbver, andCommon Gultotted about  of eightStock Dovewnere found, just as a small flock of

all over the fieldsRook Carrion CrowandJackdaw Meadow Pipitflew over. They were followed by a single
Chaffinchand Goldfinchin the trees,Pied Wagtail Blue Tit Great Tit the only one we saw all morning! Heading downhil
and Starlingover, along with a trio of thrushes in the shape to the lake, we found the usual suspedisporhen, ten Mute

of Redwing Blackbirdand a loneFieldfare And, of course,  Swan five Gadwalland numeroudMallard. Along with them
Woodpigeon Heading across the field towards the church, were two singletons; &ooton the water and &ormorantin
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a tree. We then walked along the path on the wooded side ad Snipe well hidden in the reeds, but at least it stayed still
the lake where we found Robin followed by the quickest g KAt S S@SNB2yS gl a WwW3izid 2yl

glimpse of aVater Railin the usual place, seen only by the ) _
two of us at the front of the group. We waited for some time Thus far we had stayed dry, if somewhat cold and windswej

for a reappearance from this elusive rail, but it would not ~ PUt 0N our way back towards the house we were treated to

oblige. Incidentally, we had last seen this species in Januarypu_rSt of sunshine. As we were c.Ilmblng the slope we heard
brief but loud burst of song Cettis Warbler The final

Reaching the end of the lake, we moved onto the wooden & LJISOA S& F2NJ 4KS Y2NYyAy3IQa f

bridge over the beck overlooking the reedbeds. A male Pinkfooted Geese overhead gave closer views than the
Shovelerhove into view (our first since February), along withearlier flock, but as they had already been noted they could
a number ofTeal Flitting through the reeds were a very not add to the41 speciesve had on the list not bad at all
mobile pair ofStonechat and aPheasantmade itself known considering the weather conditions. And we had returned
by calling loudly. A pair &ong Thrushvere perched in a fifteen minutes early! However, it was a cold morning, and

nearby bush along with a Redwing; this was only our secondhe thought of a hot coffee and a bite to eat was too much tc
sighting of Song Thrush this year. Here we also found our resist, so neone minded. All in all, a sshing morning with
second Water Rail for the morning, this one lgeiass elusive excellent company and some very nice birds. If you have nc
and giving a few more of us some good views as it moved tried this walk before, why not give it a gall are most

into cover. A double Water Rail day! Equally hard to find wasvelcome!

Last Mont hds Weekend Wal k

RSPB Titchwell ReserveWalk | Saturday 8t November

By Janice Darch

Titchwell Reserve inorth westNorfolk has a superb
arrayof habitats ranging from woodland, carr, reedbed
fresh and brackish scapes, grazing marsh, sandy shor
sea and sand dunes. We saw over 70 species during
visit, far too many species to mention them all. We
sampled each of the habitats starting withetlivoodland
around the car park and visitor centre followed by the | &
CSy ¢N}Af G2 tFrdGaeqa {ON .
Firecrest along with many other passerine species. ’
t I GaeQa { ONdirdtigldi@v addSn tligd 2
distant trees a Marsh Harrier, a Buzzard and a Red Ki
were perched in a line giving us a good size comparis( *
Overhead skeins of Pink Footed Geese vpagsing.
Back on the main trail we watched swirling
murmurations of Golden Plover, Lapwing and mixed
flocks of Dunlin and Bladkiled Godwits over the Fresh
Marsh. Bearded tits showed briefly to some of us. We
opted to go to the beach next where, a) tlide was
dropping and b) Snow Buntings had been reported, ar
to leave thehides until later. Sadly the Snow Buntings
had fled as dog owners were letting their charges :
rampage over the beach and sand dunes. However i
scanning the sea from various points was productive our

star birds being Slavonian and Retkcked Grebe with two Golden Eye, Retbated Diver and Greatrested
Grebe. We were enjoying ourselves immensely but we were also getting hungry so we decided to head back 1
car park for our lunch. After eatingehe was still the American Golden Plover to try and findiftbe hides now

that the waders had settled down and were not being harassed by overhead predators. Some of us took this ¢
and successfully saw the American visitor. What a day! Everyone got some year ticks and some a lifer or two
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The Blue Badge Appeal

Pain, Pleasure or Both?

By John Hurst \

One may be mistaken for considering this appeal in conjunction with collection buckets, raffle tickets and a we
deserved charity. Not so, the tribulations and joy derived from this activity results from pitting physical endurar
against the elements, ggling unsteady optics, matching a fleeting, passing blur with memorised illustrations wt
K2LIAYy3 (2 OFGOK | adzLlll2 NI AGS WaK2dziQ FTNRBY | R2l OSy
As an island, we are well placed to observe passage species from numerous, well documented viewpoints in
FRRAGAZ2Y (G2 NB3IdzZ FNJ LISEFIAO GNARLIA 2FFSNBR (2 (KS
OANRSND (221 dtdhin 87 aPadued the21940s réfdrbishied pleasure steamer, The Yorkshire Bell
For the princely sum of £3.50, the RSPB chartétgptant Seabird Cruisacluded a healthy North Sea swell off
Filey Brigg, lots dfong tailed andPomarinekuas accompanied @ O2y adl y i Ydza AYONX R W@ A
much to the annoyance of the hardcore birders!

Even more designed for the green faced, stomach churning disciple came trips on the boat, Sapphire, expertly
captained by Joe Pender out of St Man&cilly. Originally chartered as a shark fishing trip as part of the tagging,
survey programme, it soon became apparent from local experts like Bob Flood that rather interesting petrels w
appearing in British waters. My experience as we ventured beéyba Bishop rock, battered by open ocean
currents with the senses assailed by rotten fiskchilimbeing spattered everywhere, quickly became both green
FYR ad02YlF OK OKdaNYyAy3Id !ff (GKAa 06SOIFYS ANNEBf SOl yi
F2ff 26SR 0@ SbotyankiGieéat Sarwaterd NiBirQ &e frenzy.

On land, suclpromontories aBalranaldNorth Uis), GwennapPorthgwarra(Cornwal), Bempton SpurnandFiley,
(YorkshirgK2f R F2yR YSY2NASa 6KSy oSIFGKSNI O2y RA U APRHKEIA K
skuas, Sabir®@Gull and of course the enigmatidgtle Auks.

Closer to home and back to the Blue Badgpeal With
most of my intermittent seawatching now taking place
from Mundesley, noted by respected local elder
atdrasSavyly 2F 0ANRAY3IZT . 21
GKAOK @&2dz gAft aSS KIFEF |
the BB rules have proved intriguitgNS  W. . QX |
trying to coincide high tide with a decent north easterly,
had often given up as the rickety, buffeted shelter
threatened the head inland and the sum total had been
two Gannets and &arrion Grow! Not so these days as
the full hour beckons, often with splendid results and |
am sure that fellow members appreciate the spontaneit
adding to the sense of anticipation. Recent highlights th-
would have been missed include a pristine drake
Goldeneye and smar@ow Bunting passing by so
delightfully close. On a recent occasion, as sea foam ran across the beach like white mice and | had ignored t
advice to take a paddeckat, hot drink and use the loo before venturing out, despair was settirg isuddenly a
drunken, wearyWoodcock popped over the cliff and into the village park.

What about dips? 2" August 2019. Sheringham and dreamy dawn of passing.t€esn Shepherd called Andy

' YR HadktSN/ ¢ ® GdhKXZ hYé&®d ab2Xel . 101 ¢S MN6tHEnN IDugirail
distance, passed unseen before my weary eyes. For a memorable encounter, the jBezhilgcatcher that
entered the seawatch shelter and flitted around for several minutes does stand out.

Firlally and | am told that we are all capable of simple errors sucliRagedPlover turned into aGrey Phalarope by
SEOSt f Syl L2 (i 2FehdvdtdKiato al juyarilé&anndt farie &eia couple!

For those members contemplating the Blue Badge (appeal), give it a go. You ololyimigithe feeling in your
extremities, being baffled by the passing wraiths and humbled by the endurance of those distant travellers. Fo
GK2aS YSYOSNE 6SIFENAYy3 2yS gA0GK LINARS YR (K2aS 4k
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Postscript. John is occasionally re
Residenced exhibition celebrating t
Centre during March and April.  www.marshlandarts.co.uk

Extinction is forever:
Reflections on the demise of the Slender -

By Nigel Redman

The extinction of any species is a tragic loss. It is a sobering thought to think that a bird, or any other creature,
never fly, walk or swim on our planet ever again. An estimated 187 species of birds have become extinct since
most of them endenic island species which have been eradicated by invasive aliens and hunting. A few, such :
Great Auk Passenger Pigeoor Dodo, are well known and well documented in the literature, but most are much
more obscure species with tiny ranges in distalainds or which have been in decline for decades. Most birders
not really expect to see a species which will become extinct in their lifetimes, yet | have the dubious distinction
having seen three birds which are very much on the biStkeaked Reed Warblermvhich is presumed to breed in
China and winters in the Philippines, has not been seen by anyone since 20@:lané&lowerpeckerendemic to
the island of Cebu in the Philippines, has not been documented since 1997. The latter went missingforgat
had been considered extinct since 1906 before being rediscovered in 1992. It could still resurface once again,
there is so little suitable habitat left on Cebu that there is real cause for concern for its survival. | visited Cebu |
Decemberl993 and, after an agonising wait of several hours at its only known site, a pair of these gorgeous lit
birds flew in and gave greatviewsi  Rf @ L ¢ ay Qi (RRAAYHIELIKSNRE KYyRIK
are no photos of the species the wild.

Much closer to home, the third species on my personal
WoANRA 2y BiEnSertildICyievand IA & { Slendesbilled Curlew (adult), Merja Zerga
was particularly saddened to learn that it was officially January 1988 (Arnoud van den Berg)
declared extinct by IUCN in October this year. This
enigmatic species should be much more familiar to
British birders as it is featured in all the European field
guides, despite not breeding the region. Its breeding
range is (or was) the steppes of northern Kazakhstan
and western Siberia, but the precise breeding areas
remain unknown, ad very few nests were ever found.
Like many waders, it undertook a long migration to its
wintering grounds, and in the SlenderA t £ SR/ dz
case, it headed southwest to the Mediterranean region,
and in particular NW Africa, passing through several
easern European countries en route. The reasons for it
decline are unclear, but habitat loss and hunting are the
most likely causes. It is known that thousands were shot in Italy (and elsewhere), and wetlands in Morocco we
extensively drained inthe Sy (1 dzNE @ CdzNI KSNX2NB X YNHzZ KOKS@ZQa W+ A
of the Kazakh steppes into arable land in the 1950s, and so the SlbiiddrCurlew was being hit on its breeding

BlueSky @nenbc.bsky.social Website:www.nenbc.co.uk Page2l Email Secretary Editor: nenbc@aol.co.uk


http://www.nenbc.co.uk/
mailto:nenbc@aol.co.uk
http://www.marshlandarts.co.uk/

and wintering grounds and on migration. Although sizeable flocks were reported as recently as 1974 in Moroc
the bird had been in decline for decades. However, as adistgnce migrant, natural vagrancy was inevitable, an
the species has been recordad vagrant in most European countrigexcept Britain. In fact, it probably should be
2y GUKS . NRAGAAK [AadX Fa (§KSNB I"hNéhtury, bul mavedss Mdequate W. N
documentation to establish its provenance beyond doulig sherefore they cannot be admitted to the British List
There was a promising claim of a bird in Northumberland in May 1998 which was accepted for a while but, alt
it was fairly well documented and seen by many observers, the accompanying photsguaghivideo were not
322R Sy2dzAK (2 Ot AyOK (GKS ARSYUATAOF(GA2Yy®d ¢ KA&- NE
billed Curlew will now never make it onto the British List.

The identification of Slenddsilled Curlew has long been oveimplified. Although obviously a curlew and much
AYFEESNI GKEFY | G@8LIAOIFE 9dzNI &ALy [/ dzNI Ségx Ada FSIEidc
prominent head stripes andds a much finer bill. In adult plumage, the hesintaped spots on the white flanks are &
good feature, and adults are unlikely to be overlooked if seen well. But immature birds are much harder to idel
and are easily confusable with small immature Ewaa Curlewg which are not as uncommon as one might think.
Only recently has it transpired that the pattern of the underside of the primaries is one of the best ID features.

As an avid Western Palearctic birder in the 1970s and 1980s, | was well aware of the existence and rarity of S
billed Curlew. I first visited Morocco in 1977, and although a spring trip was unlikely to reveal this species, the
winter reports of focks of Slendebilled Curlews in the 1960s continued to pique my interest. By the early 1980s
was leading annual spring bird tours to Morocco for Birdquest. Then, in November 1986, we offered somethin
completely different. We advertised atourto M@ OO02 Sy G A (Gt SR G oy f {ft SIRNJD KIzZNE B
up. The premise was to visit all the Atlantic coastal wetlands of Morocco to search for this species. At this time
knew of just four records of the species in Morocco in the previensyears, all from widely scattered sites. To giv
us full flexibility, we did the trip as a selfive tour with four hire cars, starting in the north and working our way
south. On Day 3, we found ourselves at the large coastal wetland of Merja Zergidharn Morocco. As this was a
huge area to cover, we decided to split our group in two. The plan was to walk around the edge and meet half
al N} . SFYFyQa 3aANRdzL) RSLI NGSR FT2N) 0KS &a2dziK> |yR L
of the lagoon, | set up my scope and immediately located a Sldritled Curlew. | can still vividly remember the
elation! Even better, there were up to five birds feeding in the wet grassland, together with-iaikeak Godwits.
Naturally, we stayed wht them for as long as we could, but eventually they flew off, presumably to roost. After a
TS K2dzNEZ al NJ Qa 3INRdAzZL) | NNAGSRSE odzii ¢S O2dzZ R y2(
five birds were again presenqtto the great relié of the other half of the group. We continued our tour, surveying
azNRrOO0O2Qa O2Faidlt ¢Sif ! y Rabout4b0 Kintsdiith af Agadirkut wedountd deS NJi 2
further curlews.

The following winter, in December 1987 and January Slendewilled Curlew
1988, Arnoud van den Berg (the editorlditch

Birding and his wife Cecilia Bosman undertook a mort¢
formal survey of Moroccan wetlands in search of
Slenderbilled Curlew. Like us, the only curlews they
found were at Merja Zerga, but this time there were
only three. However, these birds continued to return
to Merja Zerga, and each winter2 individuals were
regularly recorded there until the last bird was seen in
February 1995. There was another recorcadaingle

bird at Merja Zerga in February 1998, but this was not photographed and, together with several later claims in
countries up to 2001, these records are not accepted as fully documented. Thus, the last unequivocal sighting
Slenderbilled Curlew wa# February 1995 at Merja Zerga.

(adult), Merja Zerga,
January 1988

| returned to Morocco in December 1990 and again in January 1993. On both occasions we observed two Sle
billed Curlews at Merja Zerga. On my final visit in November 1995, we failed to find any. It was already too late
last bird had not returnedtd G & FI @2 dzZNBSR gAY ISNAYy3I INRdzyRa FyR gl
been overlooked, as by then many people were looking for them. When | arrived at Merja Zerga in December
was greeted by several enthusiastic sstifled Moroccan gdies, all offering to show me Slendeitied Curlew! In

the intervening four years from my first visit, an entire curlew industry had sprung up. The Café Milano in near
Moulay Bousselham had become a place of pilgrimage for hundreds of birders who gaarlagbchance to see a
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Slenderbilled Curlew. There was even a log book at the café, for birders to record their sightings. Hassan was
OKAST O6ANR 3IdzARS FyR KS 1ySs SEIFIOGteé sKSNB G2 FAhAy
get in on the act. ltvas such a contrast from the visit in 1986, when we did not see a single other birder, or loce
the curlew site. The Slendéilled Curlew twitch had started quickly, with the first birders from the UK visiting in
January 1988, days after Arnoud anciia had refound three birds at Merja Zerga. Thereafter, these last Slende
billed Curlews proved to be a big attraction for visiting birders for the next seven winters, as well as providing :
source of income for local guides and businesses.

There is never a good time for extinction but, in this case, it is a great sadness that digital technology came ju
late for the Slendebilled Curlew. There are virtually no sound recordings of the species and very few photogra
(all predigital).Its breeding grounds are effectively unknown, yet just a few years later scientists could have us
stable isotope analysis to help determine the origin of the birds wintering in Morocco. Even better, one of the &
could have been caught and fitted withsatellite tag to track its movements. Where did those last three birds go
each summer? Where did they stop over en route? We will never know.

The demise of the Slendéilled Curlew is surely a lesson for us all. Could more have been done to save them?
the reports of hundreds in the mid #@entury give a false sense of security? Were they even correctly identifiec
How did we get from a flock of 123 in Morocco in 1974 to just 5 in 1986 and none in 19957 It seems likely that
species was in big trouble long before conservationists rehisel that a rapid decline took place in the mid"20
century. In the late 1980s several expeditionsrggmounted to look for the breeding grounds. They were
unsuccessful. There was even a task force of scientists on standby, ready to go to the site of a credible sightir
short notice. Databases were created of all known recent records, and (finallgawe how to identify them. But

it was all too late.

Slendetbilled Curlew, Merja Zerga (Nigel
Redman). | located my original transparencies
for this article, but sadly the colours have
faded with time; | should not have waited until
2025 to scan this. Although it is hard to see
much detail on my terrible mho, the size and
shape of the bill is distinctive. Date unknown,
but probably December 1990.

BIRD, WATCHING
BIRD RECORDING

RSPB Young Birders 1940s Style o Part 2

By Carol Thornton

A quick remindec; in Octoberwe received some unexpected mail. Aratleague from years ago had been sorting
out his attic and had come across a few RSPB leaflets from the 1940s and thought we would be interested. H
correct! One of the booklets was calldd. A NR 2 | 4§ OKA y 3 Byy R T HaktisyRis avl8p@ge Skdtyh y -
produced for the youth market bipeir Wdzy A 2 NJ . A NR andSaRe® M&feriNEf @ cohversatbon during a
day out between a pair of cousins. The older cousin is teaching their younger relative how to get the most out
their birding. It does quite a good job of covering a ranfareas and still has relevance tod&ye put the first half
of this extract in the October newsletter and this is the second Nalfi will need to enlarge it and apologies, this i
as clear as | could get it.
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BIRD »WWATCHING

BIRD RECORDING

by P.H.T.HARTLEY

pe

The Royal Soviety for the Protection of Birds
52 Victoria Sercct, Limdou, 5.W.1
1949

et Pulesatae, N T

FRICE SINPENCE

LaTER.

Older Cousin : | say, we're gaing to be frightfully late for lunch.
1 thought 1 was fecling pretty empty. Come on home.

Younger Cousin: Will you show me how you keep vour notes
this afternoon?

Older Cousin: Yes, if you like. But note taking is fike that
I\1pl1ng poem about there bemg——
————nine and sixty ways of construumg tribal lays,
And every single on¢ of them is right.”
[ suppose there must be as many methods of recording
as there are ficld ornithologists. 've found mine works,
but lots of other people would show vou other methods
and say just the same of them.

AFTER |LUNCH.

Older Cousin : Come on up to my room—I’ve got all the books up
there. Now, first of all, you'll want a Ficld Note Book,
to carry in your pocket, and write down your observa-
tions the very moment you've made them.

Younger Cousin: But wouldn’t it be easier to write them when
you get home?

Older Cousin: Tt might be easier, but the results wouldn’t be
much use, Tt is positively fnghlemnq to find how quickly
your mind will begin to add all kinds of fancy details
Which weren't really there if you try to keep things in
your memory. So make a rule always to write the thing
down at once. Of course, if you are wi atching at a nest
for hours at a time, you can’t hope to kecp the record
in your memory. But in any case, don’t try.

Vounger Cousin: But suppose you saw something frightfully
important when you just couldn’t out with your note-

book and write it down? Supposc 1 saw something
while | was attending your funeral

Older Cossis :

In that case, you little ghoul, you might write
ade Lwo s later” al the head of your note.
another poxnt, always get your field note-
i ‘hey are much more comiortable
u are standing up.  And write your

Then if you fall into a river, the

field notes in pencil.
record won't be all blurred, as it would be if you' had
used ink

Now lonk. Tach field note-hook has a mumber; I
write it on the cover in Chinese White. The next (lnng
5 :m Induc Book, like Lhis. There's a page for each

—here’s the one for the Little Grebe.  You see

34, 16.iv.34 (3), 17.v.34, 19.iv.34+ and
That means that in Iield Note Book No.
XV, I've got notes on Little Grebes on April 13th, 16th,
17th, 19th, 1934, The three in brackets after the dato
of the 16l means that on that day there are threc
separate entries about Little Grebes; and the plus after
the date on the 19th means that that note refers to some
ather bird as well as the grebe.

X
S0 o

Younger Cousin : What do the red lines through them mean?

Older Cousin: ‘I'hey mean that I've already copied them into my
permancnt Note Bool You see, the Index Book is
simply a list of the occasions when T've made notes on
each species.

Now, here are my DPermanent Nowe Books,  You'll
see that they are actually a lot of loose leaf covers, with
the pages held in place by clips. or by cords running
through holes. If you will take my advice, you'll always
use loose-leaf note-books then you can have as much
space or as little as you require for each subject.

Younger Cousis: How do you mean, each subject? Judging by
the labels on the backs, you have onc bools for each bird.

Older Cousin: Yes, thul's true.  Dut it wouldn’t help much if T
had notes on breeding habits, and migrations, and f(m(l
and song all muddled together, just in the order I}
made the observations. ), in e book T have a s(-‘ne\
of sections Displays, Nest-building, Incubation Food,
Migration, and so on, and T copy my ficld notes into one
(or more) suitable sections,

Vounger Cousin: It seems a lot of work.

Oldey Cowsin: It is 2 lot of work; but I find [ quite enjoy
transcribing my notes and the idea of the system is that
T should be able to turn up all Tknow about shall we say
—the food of the Sang Thrush {we were talldng ahout
vhat this morning) as quickly as possible.

Younger Cousin = Is that the lot?

Qlder Cousin: Not quite. T keep a Diarg ench day—like this—
with a record of the weather and temperature, and a list
of the birds 1 have seen, with comments on where they
were, and how many of ‘em.  And, by the way, do you
keep an orilinary diary—a diary about what vom do each

day?
Younger U
Older Cousin : Then in that case I'd strongly advise you to m"ll\e
some note in your hird diary, abote the chimees you've
had for seeing birds in the course of each day. There's
ithological chestnun about o New England bird
¢aich decided 1o make an exact record of the dates
cn the summer migrants reached New York State.
te to compile the records,
frst appeared at the w
always worth while making sure thal you are not mis-
14 GT ApPOTTL nities for bir "\tclunlr for some
esting routine in the lile of a bird

usin : No.

sunger Cowsin s Why do vou have all those graphs pinned up on
the wall?

Olier Cou s of them are results of bits of work T've
ImhIIL(l but some of them, like this one wit the
u)lmuccl pins stuck in it, are what | call “running
graphs,” and show the results of things [ am doing now,
T alter them each night, when 1 have fnished writing up
my diary for the day.

Younger Cousis: | don't think T quite follow,
Older Cousin: Then have a look at this one. It
in each day when T have heard Swallow
vou why I'm interested i in that some other time.  The
coloured p they ‘e Map pins at the statio
mark my results o 10 last night. Suppose that today
[ hear S
between 10 and 1] and between 5 and 6,
mfm- the pins for kosc three hum\ up Gn
as T do it night alter night
varies in the course of the da tlw end of each month
1 rule in the results ag they then stand in colour—then if

allow song in the Lours beiween § and 9.
Tonight, T

there’s & chunge in the wmount which Swallo

sing at
any gne part of the day. it shows w: dori

¢ the next

month.
.
. i
. § Lig .
25 aacy B . & 36 satviise
o NG s W et e
N

1203020500 07 05 0B 10 1L 12 13 16 13 14 17 L3 12022 Dne
Noon

Yigure 11, Changes

h:wq«r Cousin : Really, al e Leen felling me means that
{1 nhserve carefulls and record very fully, U bound
m he a good ornithologist
Older Cowsin: That's almost all the truth, but there iz one )rlur
thing. | = it pue exactly the nther d: ke b
}’rufu.»ur Raven (whn, incidentally,
i hir¢ hooksi. The pas:

the explanation of Tf you're
ou've got to be really Tond of
mpathize with them, That docsn't mean you
winds like ours—they are very
d to fike them not
re really litle feathered men
tln:y aren’t,  You have 1o love
el birds. Ilere,
another serman; that's enough falke lers
go and do some mare bird-watching.

going to dn any uuud
birds and s;
nk

A NOTE ON BIRD BOOKS

There are hundreds of bird-hooks varying in value [rom the indispen-
sible to the useless. You will reed a text-book to help you to identify your
birds : a hand-book of hird study is useful : and you will want to read about
some special stibjects and species.

one of the best-known is T. A, Coward’s The Birds
of the British 1 and their Lggs, in two volumes, “published by Warne.
C. A. John's Bril Birds in thewr Haunts (Routlcd(,,e and Kegan Paul) is
another old favourite; it has recently bean brought up to date l%
W. B. Alexander. A smaller work is N. H. Joy's How to know mmh
Birds published by Witherby, If you can save up enough money The
Handbook of British Birds, also published by Witherby, in five volumes, is
by far the fullest texi-hook. Even if you cannot afford to buy it, you
should try lo borrow it from the county library ; Hand-books of bird a(udy
include E. Armstrong’s The Way Birds Live (Lind: Drummond),
A. R Funion's The British Bird (Oxford University Pr ess)
l: M. Nicholson’s stimulating How Birdy Lize (Williams and I\orgate)

A. Landsborough Thomson's BJvri Migration (Witherby) gwes a concise
stummary of migration studies, Eliot Howard's Territory in Bird Life
(Collins} is one of the most mporlant bird books in the English language;
some of his later works, though full of value, are rather stff reading.
wid Lack's Life of the' Robin (Witherby) and ¥, Heatherley's Peregrine
Faleon at the Eprie {Country Life) are outstanding examples of single
species studies, and G. K. Yeates's The Life of the Rook (Philip Allan) is
full of interest.

Among text-boo

Among the books which deal with the birds of a single area, some,
such as E L. Turner's Broadland Birds (Couniry Life) and B. H. Ryves's
Bird Life in Cornwall (Cs olhns) have far more than a merely local interest.
If you can get Abel Chapman’s Bird Life of the Borders [rom the county
library, it l!as some magnificent chapters on wild fowl.

W. H. Hudsow’s British Birds (Longmans, Green) is probably still the
most useful text-book on bird songs. E. A Armstrong’s Bird Behaviour
and Display (Lindsay Drummond) is a very treasure-house of information.
There is no geod text Dook of bird foods.

Check This Out!
A few bits and bobs in the news inthepa s t

mont h &

Global BirdFair donation boosts protection for Antipodean Albatr@isdGuide§09-Nov]

Snow Goose overpopulation threatens Arctic tundBirdGuide§26-Nov]

Teesside bird tracking antenna picks up first sight'88C NewE28-Nov]

Tees Valley conservationists celebrate barn owl incre&8C NewElL5-Nov]¢ this is somewhat different to

stats we are anecdotally hearing reported in for Norfolk this year.

Nature reserve installs bird protection film on windowBBC NewELO-Nov]

Avian flu latest: it could be a worrying winter aheR8PB Website [Rec]

CN} vyOSQa o6ANRA

G NJi
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What 6s That Song?
Many of us find it difficult learning or
remembering bird song whilst others seem to
have a natural knack for it, a bit like a foreign
language or music skill.

Can you recognise a bird from the description
of its voice though?

Solution at the end of this newsletter.

A bit of a change this month - the descriptions shown
are of three species listed in the three books below.
Can you tell what they are?

Answers are at the back of this newsletter, along with
a link through to a website where you can listen to
audio excerpt s of the species concerned.

~
oHar d, fast mach-ach-bch-ccbéhtutwhngy. 6Scm@ee@ften | ong, bouncy
jingly trill &trrrreeeed. 6
from W LDGui des BRadiffoAd AN @shtifigatioR Guile t@ the birds of Britain and Ireland 2 " Edition by Hume, Still, Swash, Harrop and Tipling

(.

s )

oThe call i sti-taj itd.id | ing 0¢t]i
from RSPB Handbook of British Birds # Edition by Peter Holden and Tim Cleeves

S

oVery like (€ a b o \) &nd difficult to distinguish. The reeling trill is on average a little softer and has more cracked and

al most 61 isping6 qgcheticihtey t darméltihe sbahestot softer an
from Collins BIRD GUIDE 3 Edition by Mullarney, Svensson, Zetterstrém

VA s

This month, we have the 12
species or races recorded on the

Z'H
G NENBC website in December EMXN
L:I: 2024 for which we have just one JsTo
record s @ you never know what
® . DXZGWT
= might crop up on your walks at
S this time of year so keep your PEOWNK
8 eyes peeled! For the purposes of XJSCZRCM
T this puzzle, ignore any hyphens, DHEFFZLX
apostrophes, brackets and EAMEROMEBET
spaces. Solution is at the end of WMQPRWUJHSY
this newsletter. KDKUOOGQMV VLM
WLLCAABWHYGX
Bar-tailed Godwit VKLKVPHNCLDUJNA
Caspian Gull ZOPCASPIANGULL
Corn Bunting DJIKITVIIWEBXFCWE
Goshawk VPQUWEUPCZLGGMTX
Greenshank TIVEOVJYTI JOPNFSNEK
Merlin TOCTUNDRABEANGOOSE
Sa\éendeb THWFGRCTKXWRAVACOMAQU
-n r
ed-necke ebe DCQRJXFRAXGREENSHANK
Rock Pipit UHOMQOMERLINHAWWGLOTPH
Short-eared Owl
Tundra Bean Goose YBIHATIWDOGDELIATRABCS
White -fronted Goose TMVFYWHITEFRONTEDGOOSEWDO
EREDNECKEDGREBEVRUGTUVVJTEP
SUFGTEBRDMEWRMQEXI| SXWVZRA./
KOEHHZ JRAVENLSSHORTEAREDOWLDO
EAPRCORNBUNTINGWQBOLNAKONHLSIV
TELH
I F WK
NaD?Z
DRMW
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Data, Records and Posts ¢é

No new 06 Ac c e pfromdhé Norf@kdRecordssCommittee [NRC] for our area since our last newsletter but
their current ' NRC work in progress ' file has been updated to 13 -Oct-25. The British Birds Rarities Committee
also have a 'BBRC work in progress ' file available on their website [ Dec-24].

NENBC Website

getting to grips with the websitdt is very much appreciated by us and the bodies we send the data on to for inclusion ir
county reports Not started adding records yet? Plenty of time to get going this! If you need any assistance, juSardriadine
on nenbc@aol.co.ulor through the messaging element of the webskdease keep adding all your sightings to our website
www.bird.club/clubs/north -eastnorfolk-bird-clubd 2 NJ G @ LIAy 3 Wb9b./ Q Ay G2 &)2LdzNd kao |
if you have forgotten your password and need it resetting or need assistance on how to upload your records.

New Motus Data: As mentioned at the November Indoor Meeting, the Motus station we-fiartled at Weybourne pickenl

dzLJ I / 2NY [/ N} 1 S oseréehdumy ! dz3dzad e | SNBEQa |
Yqu can delve into 8 Motus  oetinoves Resources Expiore Honoe 2- @on- = Sumnn. [
this data and the rest
. STATIONS PROJECTS SPECIES REGIONS Q  Search Motu Y FILTERS (@ HELP [E)FEEDBACK
of the Motus project e
here: Info  Stationsvisited (3) |3
. e € Map Legend
https://motus.org/ : e
Anotherrecent 25 sw 0 g
record (thanks Steve §:(‘\FSDtV.~V.z[‘;zs-‘z-::boﬂuinﬂ.x ED
Stansfield]) wasof a
qUICk movement Of ! Weybourne Atmospheric
Redwing from e N Observatory (#12388) Acve
Norway to Cley 418 L 5% w g
miles in 12 hours, T mwer
averagespeedof ~ ‘ W ComCrake 65291
35m ph The RedWlng : Spurn Bird Observatory (#10050) Start: B Thuy, 14 Aug 2025 21:38:41 GMT End: Thuy, 14 Aug 2025 23:00:01 GMT
WaS ranEd/tagged /A\ ATVE From: ‘:‘Z;;ron) Bird Observatory To: Z:I:l;;eb]oume Atmospheric Observatory
on 13 November on 9"'r o s Distance travelled (km): 99.5 Average speed (km/h):
the tiny island of 2025.12.02 =
Store Faerder Which lies 60 miles south of Qslihen passed a motus tower at 1830 at Lindesnaisout the most South
Western point in Norwaylt was then detected by the NENBC Motus tower at the Weybourne Atmospheric Station justjin
the Cley Sqg at 0630 d@" November.

Social Media  Jo N

- @velociraptor500.bsky.social

Birdsvisting;the;garden early thisimorning You know winter is not far away when the Golden Plover start to appear

L " 4 % A on the local fields. About 150 seen this morning, never seeming to settle
Steve Stansfield @bardseyobswarden.bsky.social - 17d o = — 25 e and flying up frequently and as they turn in the sunlight their
; Red Kite at Kelling today. . X i underbellies flash like silver - amazing to watch.

18 Nov 2025, 20:00 @) Everybody can reply

5 Nov 2025, 19:49 @ Everybody can reply
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Club Badges Member Awards I

Star Badges

CONGRATULATIONS Tony Forster on your GOLD
plus Stella Baylis, Nick Kimber and David

Griffiths on your SILVER.

Currently,6 members have achieve@OLD STAR :
status, 25 members have been awardeILVER STAR Number of bird species recorded in the NENBC area sinc:
statusand a fabulou86 members now hold the JEITCRE s & Uiar

BRONZE STAR status BRONZE [100] setkrtified
SILVER [200] peer reviewed

For any of the club_ events that take pIaC(_e in the GOLD [250] peer reviewed
club area you can include all of the species you .

. PLATINUM [300] peer reviewed
see or hear so join us for a walk. It always helps to
get on to more birds when you are in a group of We will notify members when they achieve the Bronze badge bt
like -minded folk. for the higherlevel badges, members should notify us on
nenbc@aol.co.ukvhen they are ready for their website records t
be peer reviewed by the Peer Review Group.

Keep up the good work everyone 0 star badges are
within everyonef6s reach!

NOTEThe Norfolk Birds Rarities Committee is a little behind at theémassessing submitted description species (rarities) for
acceptance. This is having an impact on our ability to award badges as wmofityn a rarity for badges once accepted by NBRC so
apologies if you are waiting antdank you for your patience.

Eco-Badges

NOTEFor these
badges, &ctric bikes
are considered
motorised transport!

No new achievers this month but a couple of
members now really close!

We currently hav&7 members who have achieved their  nymber of bird species recorded in the NENBC area at o

GREEN ECO-BADGES[Coastal: 16 | Inland: 11] arf from home without the use of motorised transport sincel
who have achleveSUPERGREEN[Coastal 8 | Inland:l]. January 2020 (Or date ijOining if Iater):

Those of you wanting teubmit, please let us have a list of GREEN ECBADGET5 species required for lists with only
species, dates seen and locations that is derived from yoi inland sites / 100 for lists with any coastal locations

website records (we can help you download your data) as s )persREEN ECEADGEL25 species required for lists
S OlyQu esa uastt 2y 2dz2NJ ¢ ih onlyinland sites / 175 for lists with any coastal
you need help getting your list of species downloaded, locations

please ask! _ _ _ :
Lists to be submitted by members fraimeir club website records

to nenbc@aol.co.ukalong with a declaration that award
requirements have been met.

Sea-watching Badge

CONGRATULATIONS to Phil Borley, Trevor
Williams, Mark Clements, David Griffiths and
Russell Page who se submissions were signed off
by the Peer Review Group last month.

We currently have 5 members who have achieved Getting Points:You geta onceonly bonus of 10(oints for
their BLUE BADGE. attending a club seawatchor all other watchesl0 for
Those of you wanting teubmit, please let us have a list of €very%zhour spent watching plus variable pointdor the
the dates and locations of your qualifying seawatching first sighting ofeach of the species on oyublished list
sessions and the species generating points on those (also onwebsite Wb S)é E0Gor the easy species, 15 for
occasionghat reflect your website entries. Note that you the more difficult or scarceand 20 forthe rare ones

will need to ensure that you haaded to the comments | jsts to be submittethy members frontheir club website records
on the website duration of any of your qualifying to nenbc@aol.co.ukalong with a declaration that award
seawatches and it might help to adLUE BADGEgainst requirements have been met

any qualifying species too. Shout if not clear!

You must earn a total obne thousand
points through a combination of time
spent seawatching and species recordec

Species list available on request

Why not get going on your own badge journey today!?
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Cultural Birds 0 Celebrate like the birds ‘

Celebrate Like the Birds

special to uséwe excitec
se days arriveéwe | ove tc

On birthdays we make wishes, open presents

after blowing out the candles on our cakes.

At Christmas we sing carols, open presents

and eat cookies that weoOve

Ewv @ r=y emo g nrisavgs s me myt ®wia ok |
and h ear » tei« =N g i mg as
ot O | oo, 2 Ny SsNOLLISTILEESTN TN KEEY 1
throwing a party in the sky.

Which makes me wonder as | listen to the joy they
are creatingé
What is it about every day they could be celebrating?

@
a)

B Jip ™. d¥s 860 REC™T have calendar séno s
N0 Sh ol Ty s |t 0 amnt L ci-p agde eay ait™ gt ah

D hfesy e d 0% Gt e el o imo L Wa™ t #1007 . [ oSweSasiEt & §€
for a special day to come their way.
Every morning they celebrateeopening

Cel ebratwing every 'day t heygarye "a ¥ «ae
Is that one of the craziest things you ever heard???

Or:

Coul d we _al | Fear n Ta_»l i "t | e _DIKt+ a DFONNs
by watchinge

and listening

to the birds?

© Jim Yerman
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