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Chairos Corner

By our new Chair John Swallow 8 WELCOME!

Report (which is a vital conservation tool), the walks an
meeting programs, to social media and more, much
more. Thank you all.

In November 2024 BTO announced that they would be
leading another atlag Bird Atlas 2020 m® L g I «
watching at the time of the first atlas which was
published in 1976, but | did take part in the 1980s atlas
and the most recent atlas, 202011. Eah atlas has
provided more detail with the latest providing
information on breeding status, bird density and
distribution in summer and winter. These atlases
provide invaluable conservation data but are also fun
too. We have arranged an early meeting witle BTO to
understand how as a club we can be involved.

With more technology available the BTO is considering
how they might incorporate this new technology such a
Passive Acoustic Monitoring (PAM) in the next atlas.
Plus BTO are developing a web and mobile app to helg
with data capture giving live feedback éwery surveyor.
¢CKS Fdftlra gAff NBIldZANBE &
Happy New Year and welcome to the Januaryissueofg | i f | 8 SNE ¢ GAff 068 asI az \
bob./ Q& FlY2da Y2YUKte b pgadablidhddaWiking roup h@&hgdgdnieht and Y
by now Trevor after eleven tremendous years forming jnclusion to consider how to encourage new audiences
and Steering the club has decided to move onto and younger pe0p|e to take pa“tfound tak|ng part in
pastures new(seepage23). Under his stewardship the theseatlases daunting but discovered it was fun, a goo
club has remained true to the founding values as a way of learning new skills, more about birds and |
welcoming, encouraging, diverse and enthusiastic placgnjoyed visiting new areas around where | lived.

for people to gather and share their love of birds, natur‘f':ieldwork starts in November 2027, but if you cannot
in general and long may this continue. Thank you GEAG GKEG t2y3 G’ KENB 58 |
Trevor, you g a hard act to follow! ¢hQa &. ANR&Z Ay DNBSY &L ¢

Of course embarking on this adventure as your new jn April this yearyww.bto.bto.org/greenspaces
chair would not have been possible were it not for the L R2y Qi 1y26 &82dz Ftf 62dz

amazing team there is in our club. From creating this
Newsletter, the team working on summarising many R
(K2dzal yRa 2F aA3IKGAy@ma o FCREMW08 (kS Otdooa !yy

please do come and say hello

Membership Renewal - Subscriptions for 2026

We hope you will continue to support the club in 2026 by renewing your membership with us. The subs, which wery
on 1% January, remain the same as last year:

2026 calendar year membershipppfup LISNJ K2 dzAaSK2f R G2 Ay Of dzZRS I O2 LR
which we hope will be ready for publication in the summer£d2 without the report

Our preferred method of payment is by standing order, but-offepayments can be made electronically to the club
account (Account Number: 20842968 / Sort Code:93634; TSB) or by posting a cheque to the membership secretary
Colin Blaxill at CaitlinsSBNY F NR / f 248X | A3K YSttAy3aT 12f0 bwHp cv,
b2aNF2f1 .ANR /fdzoé¢ FyR y204 b9b./ ® LT &2dz gtyd G2 LI
one of our events.

We aren't intending to issue membership cards to existing members this year due to the rising costs of [istareb
sponsorBirdVentureswho offer discounts on their own brand bird food to membatgheir Holt shop are happy to
accept your 2025 cards as proof of membershig. S &S 3ISG Ay (2dzOK AF &2dz O yQ

Many thanks for your continuing support and engagement and happy birding for 2026!



http://www.nenbc.co.uk/
mailto:nenbc@aol.co.uk
http://www.bto.bto.org/greenspaces

A Note from the Editor

By Carol Thornton

Welcome to our January newsletter !

Happy New Year to you all. | hope you had an enjoyable
Christmas and are raring to go on the birding front this yea
Quite a few of you got off to a good start oft January for
ourb Sg , SI NRa 51 & andyoiBah ea all
about thaton page27.

We have a great year of activities coming up. We had to
postpone our guided outing t8trumpshaw and Buckenham
on 4" as the RSPB closed the reserve due to a flood alert b
we hope to reschedule that soon. We also have someygop
events in the pipeline so watch this space, and the website,
for info on those and if you fancy joining ddENBC Comms
WhatsApp Groupyour get a notification a day or two before
any of our eventsPleasedo. We recommend this for hearing
about any last minute changes to walks and events too.

It was good to see so many of you enjoying yourselves at o
Christmas Socialand AGM ¢ K2&4S 2F @&2dz (
can see what we got up ton page20. We saidond farewell

to Trevor Williams: & 2 dzNJ / KI A NJ 6 dzi K¢
still be involved witiNENBG@sone of ourVice Presiders
promoting the club, leading walks and participating as
enthusiastically as ever in our initiatives going forward.
WKNRJdZAKTF 2N BB QFNRY I GRISSNI
or over watertand wehad a great selection to choo$eom.
Here are my favourites, from the toplackheaded Gull
[Richard Farrow], Mute Swan [Ken Thornton], Oystercatchg
[Richard Farrow], Grey Heron [Andrew Crossley], and Grea
Blackbacked Gull [Dave BillhgnmorJanuary our theme will
be Wees&Xko get clicking!

Hereare my favourite member photes from Decembey
selectedfrom the onesli K i R A RY Q iur nfonthhyS
‘ NENBC Bird
Highlights
sectionof the
more unusual
species..
Kingfisher
[Andrew
Crossley,
Kestrel, Grey
Wagtail[Richard &
Farrow],Feral '
Pigeon[Doug
Cullern]plus this &=
lovely Redshank &
[Richard
Farrow].

Thanks all!
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NENBC Bird Highlights 0 Decem ber 202 5

All records are from the NENBC website and submitted by

i species were added in December
membersunless otherwise stated.

By Paul Laurie
[ & 6,417 individual records covering 142 bird ]

Thi s i s Paanth§y Bird| Bightights report . A huge thanks from us for undertaking this
regular write up  throughout 2025.

Decem ber 2025: The highlight was aRastern Black Redstatihat was seen by fortyour members and reported
AAEGe (GAYSAa RdNAyYy3I GKS tFrad 6SS1 2F (GKS Y2y iKd Li
certainly one of the most photographed and photogembotoherefrom Richard Farromwmore overleafDuring the
month 6,41 records were submitted and 142 species recorded which is close to thgdareaverage of 6,642
records and 145 species.

Bean Goose : On the 2% two adults and three juveniles were seen at Gimingham and on tRé@ir birds were
seen at Happisburgh.

Russian White -fronted Goose: Five flew over Mundesley on the % ®vith a large flock of Pinfeet. On the 2%
four birds were found feeding aiminghamand finally seven birds were reported east off Weybourne on tHg.22

Mandarin Duck : A pair were seen on Oxnead Hake on the 1% and a single duck was on Dilham Canal on t
19,

BlueSky @nenbc.bsky.social Website:www.nenbc.co.uk Paged Email Secretary Editor: nenbc@aol.co.uk
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Shoveler: A high count of twentyfive plus birds on
Antingham lake on the 26

Pochard: A bird was present on the 6on Antrngham
lake.

:%,_ -
Scaup: On the 17" a drake was seen to fly east fronts = -;s
Weybourne Cliffs. -

Velvet Scoter: Present all month off Weybourne thoug

in reducing numbers with eight on the'® seven on the I :
11" and just one reported on the #8BPhoto 1 courtesy o
Jo King : e
Long -tailed Duck: One ¢ two on the 1¢/11™ at
Weybourne and two east at the same site on thé%gere the only records

Goosander: One on Felbrigg Lake on th# then single drakes reported from Selbriggndon the 19", Brinton
Hall Lake on the 20and Oxnead Mill pond on the 21

Grey Partridge:  The only significant count was of fourteen together at Saxlingham on the 24

Slavonian Grebe: Presumably the November bird present off Sheringham on tHéhdugh not reported again in
December.

Ruff: One on the pig fields at Saxlingham on th& b7 the month.

Jack Snipe: A bird reported from Holt Lowes on the 24vas the only recorded bird.

Green Sandpiper: No inland records this month; the sole report was a bird east on tfeat £ast Runton.
Caspian Gull: A Ft'winter present between the Band 12" at Sheringham sea front.

Great Skua: 3ngles reported on five dates between th&2and 24" along the coast from Cromer to Weybourne.
Great Shearwater: A bird was seen flying east past Weybourne on th& @&7the month.

Cattle Egret: A record year for this species ended with a single bird with cattle at Saxlingham onstten@®1
constitutes the first record for this site.

Hen Harrier: One reported on the 8 W! § | f@nY
Swafield Then on the 19 a male was seen by Dilham Can
FYR | GNAYy3IGEATeE FESg SI
calendar year female was videoed hunting for severi
minutes at Saxlingham on the R1Photo 2 courtesy of Pa
Laurie

Merlin:  The bird at Weybourne was seen on several da
during the month though not after the 19 Birds were seen
at Dilham Canal on the T0and 19" and a bird was ove :
Northrepps on the 18. On the 3% a brown bird was see iy PEAE R Brdy . -

. . . -Q;’ "f"‘," -~ e ’
hunting on two occasions at Saxlingham. %% ;?4;_ » v$ )
Hooded Crow: At Mundesley the bird was seen on thé 4 e . ,’%ﬁ,ﬂ; Rl
and12h, R T, o T tj"'

Raven: Onthe @+ GANR o+ a aSSy 4,‘rs" iy o iy
ot
*ﬁ‘ﬂ? } ?--r-!*

from the wood at Btkling Park. This constitutes the f|rc » -t
record for this site.

Firecrest: Birds reported from Felbrig@ark Weybourne and High Kelling. The only regular S|te was Beec
Common with a bird reported on four dates between thé"Hnd 26".

BLACK REDSTART: On the 24, Graeme Hewson found arf'inter EasternBlack Redstarbn The Leas at
Sheringham. This form is an Mide#ast/Asian species that winters in India and Myanmar and is a vagrant to Brit
The first accepted record was at Dungeness in 1981 and since then theredbéeneseventeerfurther records
including the two in Yorkshire in autumn 2025. The last record in Norfolk a8t January 2021 at Snettisham.

BlueSky @nenbc.bsky.social Website:www.nenbc.co.uk Page5 Email Secretary Editor: nenbc@aol.co.uk
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Photos 3 courtesy of a) Richard Farrow;Shgven & Barbara Lines; c¢) David GriffithsJabhe Crossen; ®&hilip
Cartlidge; f) Stu Buck; §gaul Baker; h) Jo King; i) John Hayward

g OUR
PR
Y

-

Rock Pipit: Singles seen at Sheringham on ttéz#hd 8" and with one on the 18 at West Runton.

Brambling: Low numbers generally reported during the month with fourteen at Thornage on tfeHehighest
count Photo4 courtesy of Richard Farrow

Redpoll: Two close to a Gresham garden on thé& ®ne recorded at Saxlingham on th& @nd 3F, one at
Letheringsett on the 18and five at Ingworth on the fwere the only recordsPhoto5 courtesy oKen Thornton

BlueSky @nenbc.bsky.social Website:www.nenbc.co.uk Page6 Email Secretary Editor: nenbc@aol.co.uk
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Common Crossbill:  Birds at Felbrigg Park on thé& 4
and SelbriggPondon the 11" of the month.

Siskin: The best counts of birds were as follows; Thil
at Gresham andwenty-five at Beeston Common on th
31, fifty at Dilham Canal on the T'Gand thirty at Felbrigg
Park on the 1%. Photo6 courtesy of Mark Clements

Lapland Bunting: A single bird seen and photographe
on Weybourne Cliffs early in the monthhoto7 courtesy
of Ollie Allison

Snow Bunting: Weybourne Cliffs held eleven on th#,5 P
fourteen on the 18 and twelve on the 19 with no

further sighting after this date?hoto8 courtesy of Jo King

January : What to look forward to

January : The month that can be quite sedentary as birds are settled into their winter ranges and routines.
weather can still encourage birds to move and falls of snow willfeétspot the winteringWoodcock(library photo,
Moss Taylox

-~
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Raptor roosts are worth a visit, and cold north winds can drive coastal birds inland on to pig fields and flc
meadows. These days you arere likely to come across a winterir@lossy Ibiglibrary photo, Richard Farrgver
Cattle Egretlibrary photo, Ken Thorntgrand the leafless woods may provide a sighting8raimbling(library photo,
Richard Farroyvand Hawfinch(library photo,Carol Thorntoh

Observations from | ast mo nt Mengber. Extral
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Great Black -backed Gull

oincluding Norwegian ringed (JJ049) 1st seen in
Cromerin Dec 20186 | S h e r ith prostlyreadt 4
with a few lingering off -shore including Norwegian
JJ049 - during 11/2 hour sea -watcho | Cr
Lighthouse & East Cliffs [7 1]

Marsh Harrier
oyoung, wing -tagged mal e - highlight of our Upper

Bure Valley farm surveyo |
Goldcrest

0 M&F caught during Fel be
Spurrell ds Wood6é | ®§ustead

5 R : Great Blackacked GuJIMark ClI nd
Dunnock 0 Ri nged dur i ng werlepatiye d reat Blackacked Gu)IMark Cleme

Spurrell & Woodo | Sustead "Common —T 0o

:’!‘ Ornithological Station Museum and Institute PAS, Nadwiélariska 108, 80-680 Gdarisk
@i tel. +48 58 30 80 759, fax +48 58 30 80 982 email: ring@miiz.wow.pl, hitp:/fwww.stornit.gdo. pl
S

We are grateful to you for your report of a ringed bird. You will find the ringing and finding details below.
If you notice any erors please let us know.

blue Td2R colour legring (numbered) ring already present

Ringing data

Gull (C bundus) ]
unknown, after 2nd calendar year
nesting
8] alive and probably healthy - observed or released by ringer
ur: 22/04/2025, 0:0, date accurate
[PLKP] Jankowo, KUIAWSKO-POMORSKIE, POLAND
52°46'58.4"; 18°05'04.7" (52.78289300; 18.08465100)
of coord.: accurate to the given coordinates

4610|1188 05820|05820| MO| MI N|UJUI6 6] -| | | 22042025 0] - [PLXP |+524658+018050510|820|0| &

n of ring: [1] ring verified
ur: 21/12/2025, 100, date accurate
|GB NK] Sheringham, NORFOLK, UNITED KINGDOM
52°56'00.0"; 1°12'00.0" (52.93333300; 1.20000000)
cord.: somewhere in the circle with radius 5 km
Gull (¢l dibundus) [}

[7) alive and probably healthy - observed or released
[81] colour ring read
iC

PLG|AD|FS._46846|110] 8C| 05820105820/ U| 12| UJU V1010 U] - |- 121122025 0] 1000 GBNK |5325600+0011200] 117/ 81014

Distance: 1130 km, Direction: 277",  Elapsed time: 243 days

A

Pink -footed Goose p omthe sea looking unwell | & dzadz- €t HE p {GSEf .| &f
during 11/2 hour seavatchd € Trepor Williamg 26"

Cromer Lighthouse & East Cliffs1" TuftedDuck ¢ GomME AyOf ™M Ke@o

Pink -footed Goose y @ HXZTnnE { | SAY &Fefuminaus: ApartSrbrd dn earlier Spring record of 3
over the garden for approximately 15 minutes. The this year this is the largest flock of Tufted on the lake
fII NBESal ydzYoSNAR SyO2dzy i SNERYROSNBMY M WERY H I ozMB @ K {
Mundesley | 19" | Trevor Williams | Felbrigg Park & Lake |14

White -fronted Goose p @ ClF YA f & LJ NI &PhéasdntAuf AdyC3S atilef/S8cky bird, as it only got
Pinkfeetd { SAya Sl ade CANEG 3 NRtSikeatNdssOlppedRatiér leapingiifdokhé air ilk N.
| Mundesley | 19" front of our car | Val Stubbs | Sheringham Cliffs &
Shoveler y GaHpPE al @68 Y2NB | yREOISeBsedF Ay vt 8

male, difficult viewing through vegetation at this site
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Pheasant y d¢H NBAARSYG YItSa
most mornings and 6 females who like to hang out in
0KS 52y1Se {KStGaSNI I
| Ellie Farrow | West Runton | 24

Woodpigeon | In apple tree- probably the pair that
have been canoodling on the fence for the last week,
y2g O2Y&AARSNAY3I o0dzAf RAY 3
Weybourne | 7"

Kesgel K1 @6 (10 SYILNK §&

G2 LISN

Y2@0S 2y¢ p tKAEf 9 2NI S& |

AT MRS d KAYS | 2NES 42 R

brief view, no sooner had it disappeared when a mal
sparrowhawk appeareedl was just accepting | had
mis-identified the bird when the merlin reappeared
with yh& sparrovehawk.4nk-atorief viewlzbedfast low
flight of both species can invite confusion in spite of

CollaredDove p a! IF Ay (NBAy3 (22049A2®E | RYBRENRYOSa Ay
2dzNJ { 1@ RA&GK ONIO1SG Ay 5ODEVGHEE®NIP: | 5+ AR DNRTFF/
Holt | 6t Magpie y 4cE 2AGK /| NNA2Z2Y /[
WaterRail | G oE K2LJXS NBSR 0S8R &®Bl2 lgQK kl IiNESHYE t1 "2 y ¢
AYF3ISNE p tKAE . 2NISe Magp edeNF S nfE e Ay I | O2y-
WaterRail p 6! 4 GKS oNARIS Ay LKL & 212 RtaK A5t ¢ .23 Nd3Se p 2 ¢
round the lake. After over 20 Felbrigg visits thisyear Rookpy dapnkE Ly O2L3&S |yR /
FAYLEte GAO1TSR I 41 GSNI NI Avérehdisturped Bylat¥@sprey (the [Wihde Botithe bird
Park & Lake | 30 Ff1dH0Oé p =l {{dzooa p 2
Turnstone 4 GME hy LINEMaréalhig | yMarshTit p &+ SNE 6 NXiStFor haniyLJS |

YI0SaKég p =1 f
Woodcock p

{G¥z00a

{ K $dlithy addKdhased pff by almost immediate by Grea
GairdidAy3 Ay 3IFNRSyCHeNS 516 oBING A R"YR NIyA BAU KA

(new in off sea?) before flying swiftly west, pursued Blackbird p a Ay Fdz f a2mistbet 2 |
08 al ALIASEaDPE p [/ KNAE alazyikKpg O8ABAND gy awgIAASHamMe |
Common Sandpiper p a! Ft201 2F | A dzy R

sandpipers appeared flying in tight formation once Fieldfare y G CANBRG 2F GKS &St

round the lake and sped off to the south and
RAA&LF LIISEFNBR fA1S | LldzF¥
| Felbrigg Park & Lake | 25
HerringGull y  dwmp

2y NpOla oé

by slipway, some of which were enjoying a bath in the

f I NBS LIzZRRfS |4 GKS

Stubbs | Sheringham |31

Great Shearwater y a9 aid ® AgpY mp @

message from Cley said, great shear east, close. After

the longest, anxious fifteen minutes it came into view.

For a large shearwater, close was an understatement,

what a view (for seawatching from the beach ). Seen
from seven sites, Cley to Wintertdr|.Phil Borley |
Weybourne | 27"

GreyHeron y a+SNE O2yFTARAY3

Ffft26SR dza G2 aidNRfft oeé
Spa Common | 26
Buzzard p G ¢ NBAY 3 (2

LISNEINRYSHE | dzN&A U
BarnOwl y 4| dzy 4 A y 3
gl 0USNJ) YSI R2ga¢
Great Spotted Woodpecker |! only 13 garden
records in 12 years, now several times daily at

FSSRSNE®PE p / KNR a

W2 Ky

&1 a2y

to our house. Been waiting for over a month to see

2 Bne and thquht | ilhight miss!loyf Ridlyear. AnideR 3

- Yla LINBaSydoé p 51 0AR

f Bagtetn@B itk Redstaitl @A A PYE a6 S Ny

(Asian sukspecies) showing well on the Leas, east of

0 2 0 0 2 Yhe FINglpen8. DEINg A hiddflreSearchuonline| f

found thefollowing birdingfrontiers.wordpress.com

2Tlesife gives an easy ID to age. Using the greater

coverts feathers if they are fringed pale buff brown =
first winter. If fringed blue grey = adult. Using this

ONARGSNRIF AG ¢g2dzd R aSSY
Francis Farrow | Sheringham | 24
Greenfinch y a9 @SNE RI & | 62 dzi

40 birds on top of large beech. Top of Cremers Dirift.
krgguently comR angsgoRmmasse. My IP gkills not L

At idengifying themraf| a5 @ BitRligiant, pay ingugey

chaffinch, Merlin says red pél] Kala Nobbs & Mike

F o2 AR 0 kECCenpel ISheginghat | B 5

[Redpoj R SWRERFRERN jyst 1ungre to go to get t

5 2dz00 8 a a T GRIPELQ) the erg jushheyopsléhg garden
T W2 SN) |y RUTEEE Pl (B ds SNy G2y |

. 8Sad2y wS3IAa p wmo
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Club Sponsor Bird Ventures offer a 5% discount
on own-branded wild bird food to NENBC members all
year. Have a look at the Bird Ventures website
www.birdventures.co.uk as they also supply feeders
and much more with good advice and help for garden
bird enthusiasts. Free local delivery available

The club runs two WhatsApp groups: Bird Ventures, The Wildlife Shop,

NE Nozrfolk sea-watching is administered by Trevor 98B Chapel Yard, Albert Street,

Williams and is for any active and participating Holt, Norfolk NR25 6HG
seawatchers along the north east Norfolk coast whether Telephone 01263 710203
they are club members or not. salesbirdventures@aol.com

NENBC Alerts is administered by Tony Forster and is
solely for club members to share news of interesting birds
within the club area — no gossip allowed!

Opening Hours:

Monday °
The advantage of both these groups is that you can get 10:15am-4:00pm B|rd
instant details about a bird sighting rather than having to Tuesday to Saturday Ventures
rely on looking at the website later in the day and missing 9:00am-4:00pm i
out. If either of these groups are of interest, drop us an Sunday Closed

email on nenbc@aol.co.uk and we’ll put you in touch with
the appropriate administrator. You’ll need to provide your
mobile number and sign up to the group rules. Both
groups are free but to get the most out of them you’ll
need to be able to use the internet on your phone when
you are out and about.

with some more book
ur birds and other natureé
ts. We have rathera

We could do
munications donationsfor 0

om
WhatsApp group for general N.ENBC |C ctall at our indQOT eV@'t‘he rest of the world
. pers required to sign UP: ot of Field Guides o hose, but
Mobile num t up so we have a means of 't really need any more of t -
This new group has nee ‘S(Ty ar‘:d casily without going through - do: could do with somé more readlfng
. bers quic : hings like ... w : home. |f you
contacting meMm? lan to use it fort 1 from a bit closer t0
he email / website route. We P fore scheduled material ishing on your shelves
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What 6s On?
General Event Information 0 please see our website or o6 upcomi ng
in this newsletter for fuller details of what we have on offer

Overview General Walks Information

Talks on the last Thursday : : -
evening of the month at Please wear clothing suitable to conditions - footpaths can be muddy at

Gresham Village Hall from any time of the year .

Sep-Nov and Jan-Apr, also YOUNG PEOPLE: Children are always welcome if accompanied by
available live via Zoom well -behaved adults and we would be happy to see young members
Walks around Felbrigg Park aged 16 and 17 attend unaccompanied with prior written consent from a
on the 3" Wednesday parent or guardian who has also supplied a phone number where they
morning of the month Sep -Jul can be contacted in an emergency.

* Varied monthly weekend DOGS: We regret no dogs except assistance dogs .

walks and the odd evening EQUIPMENT: Binoculars are always recommended to gain full
one from Sep-Ju enjoyment from your birding and for some of our walks , a scope is
Special events including: definitely usefulbut dondt forget youodl |l

* Coordinated Seawatch ACCESSIBILITY :Unfortunatelymost of our wal ks ¢
¥ Walks Weeks wheelchair users but please do contact us on nenbc@aol.co.uk to see

* Christmas Social & AGM which of our events are or could be adapted to be so.
‘,‘\

‘ ghe woWEes be D e BADGES: Birds seen on club -area walks count towards individual Star
allenge .
badges & if you walk or cycle from home, they also count towards your

* NENBC Big Sit
% Global Big Bird Day Eco-Badges.

activities BOOKING: Inachange from previousyears -you gener al |y
% Birding for Beginners to book for any of our walks so just turn up on the day if you fancy it . We
_ Course advise joining the Wh atsApp Comms group which we will always use if
RACUCICUICR R B R R LR e have to make any last minute changes. There may be the occasional

upo sessions time we do need advance numbers and bookings and if this is the case it

Earehenlig s ChEs will say so on our publicity
encouraged, or even better,

walking or cycling .

General Talks Info

LOCATION: Our indoor events are benerally held at Gresham Village Hall and unless otherwise stated they
start at 7:30pm. Most are also available live via Zoom. The postal address is East Beckham Road, Gresham,
Norfolk, NR11 8RT but note the published postcode might not take you to exactly the right spot! If you are
coming through Aylmerton and Lower Gresham, turn right by the church (just after the school) and the hall is on
your left. If you are coming through Gresham, turn left at  the church (just before the school) and the hall is on
your left. If you are dropping down from East Beckham, the hall is on your right opposite the church.

AT THE HALL: Those of you attending in -person at the hall for our regular evening talks can expect a selection

of home-made cakes plus tea, coffee, hot chocolate, wine and cold drinks during the interval and of course the

chance to socialise with other members. We can cater for gluten  -free or other requirements if you let us know in
advance. We havea2@®hand ©o6natural worl dd book stall f or -lopgeru t c
required stock to, supplies of our club publications to buy (including our annual bird reports), a display of

member photos and details on our upcomingevent s. We are happy to offer memb
sale at our events (or in our newsletter) with a contribution going to club funds.

NO BOOKING REQUIRED B U T éltis always nice to know if you are coming to an evening talk but by no
means essential so if it takes your fancy on the evening, please just turn up as we would love to see you! If you
want the Zoom link though, you will need to let us know in advance!

ACCESSIBILITY: The hall is wheelchair accessible. The level car park at the hall is shingle but we can reserve a
space next to the entrance if you need it.

PARKING: Access to the hall car park is off East Beckham Road, opposite the church. There is additional
parking on the road along the side of the church itself and an overflow car park has kindly been offered to us by
Gresham Village School. The school car park is located on Cromer Road to the left of the school as you face it
and at the left-hand end of the row of houses & about a 300m walk from the hall. Please park considerately to
allow maximum number of cars in the car parks and on the road but with enough spa  ce for passing traffic to be
able to get through, including agricultural vehicles. We can send you a map of the locality on request.
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Upcoming Events

In the coming weeks we hawecouple obur regular G zgthJanuary 7:30
Felbrigg Park Walk s, a monthly midweek esham Villag Pm to 9:30pm,
favourite,awalk along theHappisburgh Coast “Birg - e Hay and yjq Zoo
and upcoming a hopefully rescheduled Ninth SeYCheu ., m
Strurr_]pshaw Fe_n walk (_)u_rJa_nuary Rob hag "o €s” 54 lkWIth -
Evening Tal_k IS aboutB_lrdlng in the ) Initia“)’forrg- N nature Luck,,,g
Seychellesvith Rob LuckingAlso,d2 y QU F 2 ‘eaVing,',,2 IrdLife ’”ternafnse hfor g
the RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch  at the end CONsultang 019t '0 then foVer 30years,
of the month Look forward to seeing you at Managemene . caree ’r the Rspg
these events soon. he also fy, Zpec,es Fecove Nterests Z :icnollo
Mmercig, d rti tat resto, .y and
Invoyy, enty l , ageme ration angd
Felbri st Orking SIn'cte ‘ Uh agf)a"d
elbrigg Park Monthly Walk and Conseryay: L SEYchellgg ut hjg
9:00am to 11:00am Nd looks forwafé"’” Society (k. f o now the chaiere e has
with Dave Billham or Trevor 70 Sharing the w, © Charity th o:,Ta” Of the
Williams "dian Oce 22 his is(q S?:g;e

This sociable walk caters for all
levels of birding ability so come
and give us a try. We take a
leisurely stroll around the park
and lake, route dependent on
the local bird and other wildlife
recently reported or likely to be
present on the day. We see
around 40 bird species on an
average walk and even on the
hs VYl 4t qk WYnwi ¢!
And there is a café stop at the
end of the walk.

Happisburgh 1 sea and coast in winter
Saturday 14 February 2026
9.30am to 1pm with optional afternoon wander to Cart Gap assuming
suitable weather
Leader: Andy Clarke

A winter adventure awaits! Always something of an enigma,
Happisburgh can turn up interesting species at any time of the year.
Expect some scanning of the sea for divers, passing geese and sea
duck. The cliff top fields may hold geese and curlew, along wit h flocks
of roaming finches and buntings. Below the cliffs is a sandy beach,
popular in summer but in the quieter winter months loafing gulls and
possibly a few waders may be present. Scrub with larger trees complete
the range of habitats to explore, with resident woodland birds along
with wintering thrushes possible. Heritage is also on offer with views of
the famous Happisburgh Lighthouse and listen out for the evocative
ANRGIUWE UOT WNRT WW7 PG 0k WerlT WGIUT RON LW

215 January | 18" February

Please come and join us on the
3 Wednesday of the month
(except August), you would be

most welcome!

§W78§8uf ] WAEAK ? LifappidburdhuCahibilnitE GalPark,
Beach Road, Happisburgh, Norfolk, NR12 OPRcharges apply £1.50 per
hour, up to £7 for 24 hourgdetails on website)| DISTANCE:approx 5-6km |
ACCESSIBILITYPaths are generally level. We will be walking on grassy
tracks and some gravel tracks, which may be uneven and bumpy in places
Paths are likely to be damp or wet. The access ramp down to the beach me
not be accessible on the day, this part of the coassiprone to cliff falls,
especially after wet or stormy weather. Sturdy footwear advisable and
please come dressed for winter weather on exposed sitesFACILITIES:
Public toilets available at the car park. There is a café nearby at Cart Gap
and a pub in Happisburgh village although stops are not a formal part of thit
walk. Do consider bringing a packed lunch and refreshment4 CLUB
BADGES:Some partswill be in the club area so check with leader for
boundary.

§W788uf ] BAREA
MEET:Main Felbrigg Hall car
park T free for National Trust

members |DISTANCE:2 miles |
ACCESSIBILITYNot suitable
for wheelchair users but could
be for those with limited
mobility T please get on touch |
FACILITIESCafé and loos at
the Hall |BADGES:In area so
all appropriate individual
records counttowards club
badges.

No prior booking is required for this walk

Pagel3
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Sadly this walk was postponed as flooding at Strumpshaw closed the si te for a few days. We intend
rescheduling and will post a note on the website as soon as we have had it confirmed. If you booked
for the initial date we will let you know by email of the revised date; ifyou I RT Uk q Wt RN U We
date but would like an email sent with the revised date, please drop Carol an email at
nenbc@aol.co.uk.

Strumpshaw Fen and Buckenham Marshes
A Grand Day Outwith Trevor and Drew
*rxkk 10" Anniversary Walk *xx**

-Stnday-4"Jantary-10:00amto4060pm

N6Rt Wh71 YeT de¢O0T Wi ROqUI Wi YOT WL a¢UT kw200 qWRY Waé WW qe U
TrevorWilliams, we are thrilled to be joined by Drew Lyness, who is a local expert and has birded these sites for morg
than a decade as his local patch.Startingat RSPB Strumpshaw Fenwe hope to see resident species like Bittern, Marsh
Harrier, Kingfisher, Bearded Tit and Marsh Tit, with the potential for some scarcer winter visitors like Hen Harrier and
Water Pipit. This part of the day will include an informative talk about the reseniégs management and the wildlife. We
will then travel the short distance to Buckenham Marshes, with a walk along the north bank of the River Yare with vie
over the marshland and reedbeds. There is potential to see Russian Whif®nted Geese, Crane, Peregne, plus a good
selection of wildfowl and waders. Culminating with the famous Corvid roost later in the dayhis surely will be a fabulous
start to your 2026 birding year.

BOOKINGA E A KFQRUTHIS SPECIAL EVENTimIt of 20

Friday 2 3 to Sunday 25" January

RSPB Big Garden BirdWatch 2026 ""\I\

Simply choose an hour anytime in the three -day period and count the birds you see land in your garden, on
your balcony , or in your local park. Feed your results back to the RSPB for the national survey but also, if you
l'ive in the NENBC area, wedd appreci at e Ybuzanisigngip on thel r

RSPB website ( whi ch al so has | oads more info on attractin
etc) but please add your sightings to the club website if you live in the club area, adding RSPBor something
simil ar in the comments box, and wedl | see how we &
nenbc@aol.couk wi t h your |1 st of birds and wedl | i Hawd funld e

Choose an hour between Only record the birds that Record the highest number
23 and 25 January land in your patch of each bird species you

see at any one time

BlueSky @nenbc.bsky.social Website:www.nenbc.co.uk Pagel4d Email Secretary Editor: nenbc@aol.co.uk
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Last Month 0 dMid -Week Wa Ik
Felbrigg Park | Wednesday 17t December

By Dave Bill ham

After afew wet and windy Felbrigg walks, the weather into the nearby treetops, &ommon Buzzardat on a
gods smiled for the December one; calm and bright, fence, and overhead @reat Spotted Woodpeckea
though somewhat chilly. Fog had been forecast, but it Blackheaded Gulland a loneCollared Doveonly the

had mostly dispersed before we arrived at the park.  second sighting of this species for the year. Well pleas
Driving along the road from the park entrancetothe ¢ A 0 K G KA & & Sf @rdiwe 3tgfteddf C!
hall, the surrounding fields were full @ommon Gull walking to the bridleway that runs down to and behind
dotted around everywhere | looked, which | hoped wasthe church, along which we found a féderring Guliin

an omen for the morning. As it was only a week until amongst the many Common Gull. Moving on further, a
Christmas, Carol had mentioned the wearing of festive Pheasantwas flushed from near the field edge, and a
headgear, so a Christm#semed bobble haand distant flock ofPink-footed Goosewere pointed out to
antlers were donned hopefully the antlers would also one and all. On reaching the church we went through
provide camouflage! Once we were all assembled, withthe churchyard and onto the grass beyond, where we
Trevor leading and Carol sweeping up, we had a grandheaded for the slope leading down to the lake.

total of 18 participants, keen and eager to find Reaching the fenceline of an adjacent field | spotted a
something special! Carol was the onlyiet antler singlePied Wagtailon the soil; closer examination by
wearer, so when we stood together we made a Very  the group revealed that there were at least a dozen of
smalll herd,' thou.gh,. I .would imagine, to the wildlife we hege plack and white beauties, along with twenty plus
were practically invisible! Skylark all busilyfeeding on the ground. Also in the
The list had been started as we waited for the walk to field were a number of Blagkeaded Gull, and as we
begin, and it was a good start; as well as the many  were watching them, Trevor spotted\aediterranean
Common Gull, we founBlue Tit Great Tit Dunnock Gullflying over the field. We were able to go through
Chaffinch Blackbird Woodpigeon JackdawandRook  the salient ID points with everyone as it spent most of
in and around the car park, thre@reenfinchthat flew the time airborne and displaying well. This was our

BlueSky @nenbc.bsky.social Website:www.nenbc.co.uk Pagel5 Email Secretary Editor: nenbc@aol.co.uk
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second Med Gull in 2028mazingly, thidMed Gull was followed by the call of S & (G A Q & wenHem! TV N.
I CSt oNRII WT A-NEtYy @markabld) { &dpeapgedidifoierhsad, then dropped into the

given how much time her and Peter have spent vegetation and promptly vanished. Val managed to get
her telescope onto another Snipe sitting perfectly still ir
the reeds, giving super views to those who had a look,
whilst some of us found a different bird whielso
remained obligingly stido we could all eventually find

It.

watching and surveying birds in Felbrigg Park over the
years. She was very pleased!

Also added to the list in this area wa@srrion Crow
Magpie, Meadow Pipitand a trio ofStock Dove — =

amongst the many Woodpigeon. At this point the Cetf was seen on the edge of the
At this point wewere nearing the lake, where a number reedbed, where it spent a little time disappearing then
of wildfowl were visible. On the water we found six re-appearing. It did this enough times that most of us

Mute Swan twelve plusGadwall twenty four plus were able to get a look. Finally, the Water Rail flew a

Tufted Duck manyMallard and Teal and singles of short distance! A small flock @oldfinchflying

Moorhen, Cootand Wren. In amongst the Tufted was overhead were almost an antiimax by comparison!

the Ferruginous / Tufted hybrid, a regular here. Anothegyith our time almost up we set off back to the house,
flock of Pinlfooted Geese flew over us, but none were 5qding only &ong Thrustto the list on the way to give

tempted down by the water! Walking through the a total of41 speciegor the two hours. A fitting end to
woods bordering the lake addeduthatchand Jayto iKS 28SFrNnRa aSi 2F olt1as
the list. From the bridge at the end of thake we forward to starting again in the new year. The café
scanned the water meadows to see what was hidden i5|jed to most of the group for a warming drink and
amongst the reeds. A pair 8hovelerwere other treats. Why not join us in 2026, for a slow wandel

conspicuously white in the sunshine, as were a further ith jike-minded souls through the lovely grounds of the
two Mute Swan; a lon&rey Herormuch less so. As we pgi¢ all are welcome!

watched and chatted, ®Water Railwas heard calling,
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Felbrigg Park Club Walk Statistics 2025

\/

The chart shows the

species noted on the
eleven monthly walks at

Felbrigg Hall in 2025

(eleven, as there is no

walk in August). The

green fill in a cell

indicates that a particular

species was seen in a

given month, and the

species are listed in orden

of the most number of

sightings in the year to

the least number.

Note that the chart

contains all the species

seen from January 2022

through to December

2025; those species at

the bottom of the chart

with zero sightings, were

M |
Total
2025 Jan| Feb| Mar| Apr|May| Jun| Jul | Sep| Oct | Nov| Dec|from 11
Species Total4d | 49 | 47 | 39 | 42 | 32 | 43 | 26 | 44 | 41 | 41
Blue Tit 11
Carrion Crow 11
Jackdaw 11
Mallard 11
Moorhen 11
Rook 11
Woodpigeon 11
Wren 11
Blackbird 10
Buzzard 10
Goldfinch 10
Grey Heron 10
Mute Swan 10
Robin 10
Chaffinch
Great Tit
Herring Gull
Long-tailed Tit
Magpie
Pheasant
Stock Dove

not found in 2025, but

Black-headed Gull

had been noted in at

Gadwall

least one of the previous

Great Spotted Woodpeckd

three years. The number

Jay

of species noted in each |Skylark
year is as follows: Coot
Cormorant
2022 =82| 2023 =84 [Greenfinch
2024 =90| 2025 =85 |Kestrel
The total number of N.UthatCh .
. Pied Wagtail
species recorded on the
. Common Gull
yvalks since Ja_nua_ry 202 Dunnock
S nO_W_ 108(which, if you Green Woodpecker
had joined each walk, andyeadow Pipit
recorded your sightings [Red Kite
on the website, would Treecreeper
have earned you a bronz€Tufted Duck
badge with a few left Chiffchaff
over)! Redwing
This year saw S G G A é{“pf
Warbleradded to the Tejlmg
species list, it being Blackcap
recorded.on three Feral Pigeon
consecutive months (for [[5onet
the first two months Mistle Thrush
heard only, but on the Shovellor
third seen as welly this  [swallow
species, despite a good |Bullfinch
amount of suitable Cetti's Warbler
Coal Tit

BlueSky @nenbc.bsky.social Website:www.nenbc.co.uk
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habitat, has been rarely
recorded here. Other
new additions werdHen
Harrier (a cracking male)
andOsprey both single
sightings, and the
overflying flock of five
Whooper Swarin
February.

Library pics below

2025

Feb| Mar

Apr

May

Jun

Jul | Sep| Oct [ Nov| Dec

Total
from 11

Species

Totd

Fieldfare

Pink-footed Goose

N
N
SN
=
IS
=

Red-legged Partridge

Reed Bunting

Song Thrush

Swift

Tufted / Ferruginous hybri
Water Rail

Collared Dove

Greylag Goose

Lapwing

Mediterranean Gull

Reed Warbler

Stonechat

Whitethroat

Brambling

Goldcrest

RIERININININDININ(NVWwWww|w(w|lw|[w|w

Grey Wagtalil

I SGGAQaA ND f
Alan StevensNeybourne

2|.

Hen Harrier
Trevor WilliamsFelbrigg

Osprey
Philip CartlidgeBodham

Whooper Swan
Moss Taylor, Weybourne

Hen Harrier

House Martin

Little Egret

Little Grebe

Little Owl

Osprey

Sand Martin

Siskin

Sparrowhawk

Tawny Owl

Whooper Swan

Wigeon

Woodcock

Yellowhammer

Canada Goose

Cuckoo

Egyptian Goose

Garden Warbler

Goldeneye

Golden Plover

Goosander

Goshawk

Greater Black-backed Gul

Great White Egret

Green Sandpiper

Hobby

Jack Snipe

Kingfisher

Lesser Black-backed Gull

Lesser Whitethroat

Marsh Harrier

Marsh Tit

Oystercatcher

Ring Ouzel

Sedge Warbler

Spotted Flycatcher

Wheatear

o|o|Oo|o|o|o|o|o|o|o|o|o|o|o|jo|o|o|o|o|o|o|o|o|r |||k |(FP(FP(FP(FPFP(FP(FP|IP|IFP|FP]|F
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Last Mont hds Weekend Wal k

Holkham Estate Walk | Sunday 7t Decem ber

Bi/ Janice Darch

C2NJ Ye flFad NB3IdzZ NI 6SS1{SYyR gt L OK2aS G2 32 ol O
flrad y @SFENaR® 2SS aidleSR y2NIK 2F (GKS /2Fad w2lFR G2
dunes and shoreline hIs gave us a nice range of habitats which produt®2dpecies of birdduring the four hours we
GSNBE 2dzid 2SS 1AO0O1SR 2FF o6& &a02LAyYy3a GKS FASEREA SAGKSE
footed Geese, Wigeon and Lapwing accompabiedallard, Curlew, Starlings, Barnacle Geese, Jackdaw, Teal and V
Pigeon. The hedges gave us Goldfinch, Robin, Magpie and Dunnock. Red Kites showed well too. The Pink Footed
were restless and we were treated to listening to them circle. Movimg the path west through the pines it was pretty
quiet apart from some showy Goldcrests, a couple of Blue and Great Tits, Robin, a Kestrel and§ao@Geeat
Woodpecker over our headat the pond we added Gadwall, Shoveler, Pintail and Little Grebartgrowing list. We
joined a small group looking for Yell@wN2 6 SR I YR | dzY$SQa 2+ Nbf SNB FT2NJ I gK
managedaleade2 yf &8 @OASg 2F (GKS | dzf YSQa odzi GKFEG g1 & FEto
White-Fronted and Egyptian Geese, Grey Heron, Marsh Harrier, Buzzard, Pheasant and a lot rfomdRitkeese.
Making our way through the pines to the dunes and sea we scanned. The beach was empty of birds apart from a c
of Herring Gulls being fulf walkers, dogs and a group of Father Christmases and Elves on Horsebaelkst However
we had about 700 Common Scoter on the sea along with a pair eBRedted Mergansers, Brent Geeadew
Cormorants and one Great Northern Diver. Back at the Washington Hide we added Great White Egret and Mute S
The weather had been kind up to this point but the forecast mist and drizzle started to come in and so we made ou
ways back to the cars to guoseparate ways.

May | thank all of the participants who have come on my weekend walks over the last eight years. We have
travelled all over the county and beyond, including to Bardsey, seeking out birds. | do not know how many
Sspeci es eandu weehave visited 44 different sites in that time on average doing 11 walks a year.
Best wishes to you all, Janice Darch

BlueSky @nenbc.bsky.social Website:www.nenbc.co.uk Pagel9 Email Secretary Editor: nenbc@aol.co.uk
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AGM & Christmas Social 202

A huge thanks to everyone who  turned out

for our Christmas event  on Thursday 1"
December in Gresham Village Halt®se who joined
us via Zoom for the AGM and voting element of the
eveningand alsahose who sent their apologse
¢KAA ol a ¢NB@2NDRa I ad
as you will all know after 11 years of service. He
completed his Review of the Year one last time (se
overleaf) and the formalities of an AGM were worke
through as per the decisions shown here on thétig

Busines®ver, we were delighted to awardne of
our newBlue Badgefor Seawatchingo David
Griffiths, presented by new Club President Francis

2025 AGM Business

Committee Members (and Club Officials)
elected for 2025:

Stella Baylis, Colin Blaxill, Andy Clarke,
Sean Dempster, Russ Malin, Alan Stevens,
John Swallow (Chair), Carol Thornton
(Secretary), Roger Unite (Treasurer)

Club President elected for 2026:
Francis Farrow

Club Vice President elected for 2026:
Val Stubbs, Trevor Williams

Independent Examiner of 2025 Club
Accounts appointed:

David Barrass of Felbeck Trust
2024 Final Accounts adopted
Minutes of the 2024 AGM adopted

VT O T

G SNByYy Qi
a bit more about ibn page23.

GKSNE 2vy

Wethen had a bit of a surprise in store fofFrevorwith the
awardof a welldeservedPurple Badge anthe presentation
of some giftof thanks from the clubWe were asked by a
number of members if they could contribute to a collection
for Trevorand once we had set up a way for those that
wanted to do spwe werecompletelyoverwhelmed!lf you
GKS yAIKIG

Thenwe were on to the social part of the evenig@ rather large hot and cold Christmas Buffet giving us plenty
time to chat and catch up, and then the annugliz, with participants aided in their concentration (or not!) by
mulled wine or mulled apple juice. Personally | was delighted to see lots of party hats and jumpers this year!

A big thank you t@im Turner, Kirsty Turner (in her absemrdsope you shook off that bug quickly!), Stu Buck and
John Swallovior their time and effort in putting together and presenting their very enjoyable atittla-tricky-in-

parts birdy quiz which includealdisplay of both feathers and skullshe tech behaved and we were able to se
Y || 98 €

(KS ljdAT 2y I FGSNBI NRA

Congratulations to the winning teaMark Boyd, Chris Tucke§ein Dempster, Chris

Moorhouseand visitor Geoff Bockett Vouchers to spend with our sponsor Bird Ventures of
Holt were awarded and we are pleased to hear that the team are up for leading ti&e 202
quizas per traditiong hope you have started your planning already

QR
* 2

- mirrd

G2 GK2aS 6Kz O2dzZ Ry Qi
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Review of the Year

By Trevor Williams

&Our AGM s intended to providan insight for members into how the Club is run and
what it has achieved over the previous 12 months, aloig giving members the

2L NIdzyAde (2 O2y(iNROGdziS (2 GKS 2NHI
always keen to hear from any member who has ideas about how we can improve ti
Cluh especially those who are willing to help implement change by joining the
Committee.

2§ Qa¥sBjoined tonight for this AGM by members on Zoemelcome.

This yea® report- my last before | step down as Chair shortly easy as it coincided with ol anniversary

year. Celebrations started back in January with the publication ofi@irAnniversary Commemorative Bocnd
badgerecognising those members who have been with the Club for 10 yeacegnition which will continue as
GKS @SIFNBR 32 6@ CftAO]TAY3d (GKNRdAAK GKS LI 3ISa 2F ¢k
decade- well worth delving back into itvery so often.

OurlIndoor meeting programmecontinued though the year, featuring a number of talks from speakers who had
previously presented down through the yeamnost recently of course Aldina Franco from UEA and her talk on
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through our anniversary yearculminating of course in ouknglo-African migration day conferencback in June.
With keynote speakers from BTO, RSPB and St Andrews University and a mixed audience representing delec
from a number of Norfolk wildlife groups and national conservation organisatiaescertainly punched above our
weight on that occasin!

Our regulamwvalks programmecontinued but again reflecting our TGnniversary theme with a number ofir
weekendwalksrevisiting popular locations from the early years of the Club. The-pepularmonthly Felbrigg

Park walk continues as does thé&/alks Weeknitiative, which we started during covid, with small groups led by
members around less well visited locati@®26 will see us move to a more open / informal walks programme
which maintains the high standards already achieved but opens the actjvity a much wider audience.

Other key calendar events took place with tBey Sitin May and theCoordinated Seavatchin October.

Seag  F OKAy3d A& 06SO2YAYy3a | Y2NB YIAYAGNBrY | OGAQGAGE
introducedW¥ LJ2IALIQ S @ith ghiorfer notice to reflect favourable weather conditionand introducedanother
Club badge a blue badge which gives members encouragement to spend time looking for and identifying seak
Our ongoingéitizen sciencepfdject, calculating the flying speeds of migrating seabira®ntinues helped by the
Clubrun Seawatching WhatsAppgroup? S Ay G Sy R SELI YyRAMAIQI BEHSFZEO $ ION]
Club activities and mew dedicated WhatsApp groupas been created to advertise those more impromptu events
and keep members abreast of any kasinute changes to scheduled eventshrief mention of our other WhatsApp
group dedicated to the reporting afcarce and rare birdi; the NENBC area which has continuegtove useful

and certainly helped connect participants with some of the rarer birds in our-gkeg Of dzZRAYy 3 (KA &
Marsh and Dusky Warbler, Night Heron, Pallid Swift, Shore Lark, Durian Shrike, Rose Findgd®adi Flycatcher
and more..
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The Club continues to suppddtEA 3rd year Environmental Science studewiso take up our project proposals to
analyse data, construct theories and make recommendation on a variety of bird and conservation topics. This
we had successfully completed projects timcovering the mystery of Golden Oriole, Phenological trends in
migratory specieplusMigratory links between Norfolk and Africa

The Club again worked awllaboration with the Cromer Peregrine Project (CR&help protect these iconic birds
which have made Cromer church their home. This year they managed to successfully fledge three more chick
though sadly one youngster met an early demise. They have become a popular feature in our local birding
landscape

This yea® Annual Bird Reportvas another triumph, thanks to the hard work of all those involvedt with
particular thanks to Andy and Carol for editing, design layout and illustrationsar®ul report collates the
records of all the birds seen in the Club area during the year and provides analysis of patterns and trends of b
migration and resident and breeding species in North East Norfolk. Annual Reports continue to be distributed
to memberswho hold the appropriate subscriptiorthough nevitably with rising costs of printing and postage
subscription rates will have to rise.

The efforts of the Editor of ouvlonthly Newsletter, and the numerous contributors through the year, are to be
congratulated. FeaturéJ- O1 SR YR AYF2NXI GAOBS (KSe& O2yGAydzZSR
much appreciate the effort that goes into the newsletter and she and they are waftlour thanks and admiration.
Since the transition to the Bird.Club platform in 2024 @leb website has continued to function well, providing an
easy to use and an invaluable tool for birding in the Club area. Our thanks go to webmasters Matthive for a
first class and totally frewebsite. One change we can expect however in the New Year is the move to the singl
globally supportedivilList of speciesresulting in the loss of a number of full species from the NENBGiking

it just that bit harder to reach your next baeg

In our 10" anniversary year, and to mark the importance of our links to Africa through bird migration, we extenc
eligibility of ourYoung Birder Bursarto include overseas applications. Through it we were delighted to be able t
support Naffie, a young birder working with the Gambia Bird Observatory. We are enormously proud to suppo
young black women in developing her career in conservation andagaun and hope to meet her in person
eventually- if she manages to get a visa!

Just a quick heads up on our current membership which stan@i8éahouseholds, 470 membergontinuing the
steady rise in recent years.

So all that remains i® thank thosepeople who run the Club on your behalf and continue to take it forward:
1 Tasso Leventief the AG Leventis Foundatiomho generously funded our Migration Conference
1 PresidentNigel Redmar{standing down after 4 years)

NENBC
1 Vice President€zrancis Farrovand Val Stubbgco-opted during 2025 10t Anniversary

(‘..amnnu"mm":u.wnh

Members of the Management Committeé
1 TreasurerRoger Unite
Membership & Peer Review Secreta@alin Blaxill
Records Officer & Annual Report Editandy Clarke
Outdoor Walks Organisedanice Darclistanding down after 8 years)
Indoor Programme Coordinatof&lan Stevens
Youth Engagemen8ean Dempster

= =4 4 A4 4 -

Club Secretary & Newsletter Edit@arol Thornton

1 Assistant Treasuremrevor Warren(also standing down)

Also a word of thanks to our faithful band bihind the scenedh@pers- too numerous to mention in person but a
particular shout out tdHilary Stevens and Jane Willianfwr refreshments. Thanks also go to our SponsBisl
Venturesfor financial support over the year.

But the biggest thanks of the night goes to yooyir members- who continue to pay your subs, contribute your
bird records and photos to the wedite, support our valueandambitions and share our achievements

Happy 10 ™ Anniversary and | look forward to celebrating our 25 th Thank you! 6
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A Farewell to Trevor d thank you!

Purple badges are awarded for something or someone really special.

They are € a merit award in recognition of significant activities to encourage and
share the enjoyment of birdwatching, including promoting the conservation of birds and wildlif e,
championing inclusion or making an exceptional contribution to club life.

H e r evbas Club Vice Chair Andy Clarke had to say on the night about the award to Trevor é .

fiClub members will be aware that we run a number of

badge schemes, for those interested, to mark progress

with the number of species seen in the club area, or

those seen without the use of powered transport, or

when sea -watching. However there is one other badge,
the purple badge, to recognise those people who have

made a special contribution to the club.

It is now a decade since a small number of individuals

had the idea of forming a club to cover what was

otherwise an under -watched, or at least under -reported,
part of Norfolk. From the start it was intended was that

the club should be inclusive, catering for all levels of
birding skill, all levels of interest and all ages. The club
has been a great success, and numbers have grown far

faster than any of us expected.

While it takes a number of people to make sure that a
club like NENBC runs smoothy, there can be no denying
that there is one person who has driven the club to be
the success it is.

That person has made sure that the club caters for all,
that it continues to grow, and also that it makes a
positive difference through its commitment to using
birding to support conservation both locally and
globally.

There can be no more worthy recipient of a Purple
Badge than our retiring Chairman, Trevor Williams, and
so | invite our new President Francis Farrow to present
Trevor with his purple badge. 0
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ol want to show my appreciation to that amazing, visionary,

energetic and "non -stop get it done" man! 6

That is what one of our members said to us in a note about Trevor. Judging by the response to his

collection and the things other folk have said about him and his tenure as Chair, this is a fair summary!

We thought long and hard about an appropriate gift from members and based on Trevor ¢
nature conservation we came up with vouchers to

use at the Knepp Rewilding Estate . For those that
havendt heard 8500acreform&nepp
failing farm in Sussex that has been reimagined and
transformed over 20+years to a nature haven

through rewilding. From their website é o . Knepp: a traitpla,

ing 3,500.

oKnepp is now a leading light in the conservation
movement, an experiment that has produced
astonishing wildlife successes in a relatively short
space of time and offers solutions for some of our Safaris ang
most pressing problems d like soil restoration, flood e
mitigation, w ater and air purification, pollinating
insects and carbon sequestration. Visited by
numerous conservation organisations, including the
RSPB, Wildlife Trusts and the National Trust, as well
as policy makers, farmers and landowners, Knepp is Jgj,fgg;';;feganbereaeem
shapingt he future of nature
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Alongside this we also bought
some accommodation
vouchers to use on any
birding trip . The Committee
provided him with a selection
of lovely red wines and a
wooden goblet to go
alongside .

d really dondt -lexceptthamkh at
you. The gifts | received after the NENBC AGM

were completely unexpected - but very much
appreciated. The 6expens
from the members - for so long the birth -place

of rewi IdinginBritain -wi | I ful fil a
had for many years. The
family over Christmas and | absolutely love the
woodengoblet -t hough | doubt
putting liquid in it!. Finally, being awarded the
coveted purple bad ge along with the citation is

very special to me.

Al though I d6m stepping do
0

not stepping away. |10l
club I cherish in any way that is considered
appropriate and | wish the current Committee

the very best over the coming years. Being bird -
centric and inclusive bu t also outward -facing are
the hallmarks of the NENBC - long may it remain

SO.

Once again my sincere thanks. 6 Trevor
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