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By our new Chair John Swallow ð WELCOME! 
 

 

Happy New Year and welcome to the January issue of 
b9b./Ωǎ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ bŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊΦ !ǎ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƪƴƻǿ 
by now Trevor after eleven tremendous years forming 
and steering the club has decided to move onto 
pastures new (see page 23). Under his stewardship the 
club has remained true to the founding values as a 
welcoming, encouraging, diverse and enthusiastic place 
for people to gather and share their love of birds, nature 
in general and long may this continue. Thank you 
Trevor, you are a hard act to follow! 

Of course embarking on this adventure as your new 
chair would not have been possible were it not for the 
amazing team there is in our club. From creating this 
Newsletter, the team working on summarising many 
ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǎƛƎƘǘƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ !ƴƴual 

Report (which is a vital conservation tool), the walks and 
meeting programs, to social media and more, much 
more. Thank you all. 

In November 2024 BTO announced that they would be 
leading another atlas ς Bird Atlas 2027-омΦ L ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ōƛǊŘ 
watching at the time of the first atlas which was 
published in 1976, but I did take part in the 1980s atlas 
and the most recent atlas, 2007-2011. Each atlas has 
provided more detail with the latest providing 
information on breeding status, bird density and 
distribution in summer and winter. These atlases 
provide invaluable conservation data but are also fun 
too. We have arranged an early meeting with the BTO to 
understand how as a club we can be involved. 

With more technology available the BTO is considering 
how they might incorporate this new technology such as 
Passive Acoustic Monitoring (PAM) in the next atlas. 
Plus BTO are developing a web and mobile app to help 
with data capture giving live feedback to every surveyor. 
¢ƘŜ ŀǘƭŀǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ άōƻƻǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘέΣ Ƴŀƴȅ 
άŀǘƭŀǎŜǊǎέ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴŜŘ ōƛǊŘǿŀǘŎƘŜǊǎ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ .¢h 
has established a working group on engagement and 
inclusion to consider how to encourage new audiences 
and younger people to take part. I found taking part in 
these atlases daunting but discovered it was fun, a good 
way of learning new skills, more about birds and I 
enjoyed visiting new areas around where I lived. 

Fieldwork starts in November 2027, but if you cannot 
ǿŀƛǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ άǿŀǊƳƛƴƎ-ǳǇέ ōȅ ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ 
.¢hΩǎ ά.ƛǊŘǎ ƛƴ DǊŜŜƴǎǇŀŎŜǎέ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜǎ 
in April this year (www.bto.bto.org/greenspaces). 

L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƭ όƻǳǊ Ŏƭǳō ƳŜƳōŜǊǎύ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƭȅ ōǳǘ 
please do come and say hello. 

Good birding!
  

Chairõs Corner 

Membership Renewal - Subscriptions for 2026  

We hope you will continue to support the club in 2026 by renewing your membership with us. The subs, which were due 
on 1st January, remain the same as last year:  

2026 calendar year membership of ϻмр ǇŜǊ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀ ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ǇǊƛƴǘŜŘ нлнр !ƴƴǳŀƭ .ƛǊŘ wŜǇƻǊǘ 
which we hope will be ready for publication in the summer, or £12 without the report.  

Our preferred method of payment is by standing order, but one-off payments can be made electronically to the club 
account (Account Number: 20842968 / Sort Code: 30- 94-34; TSB) or by posting a cheque to the membership secretary 
Colin Blaxill at Caitlins, BŜǊƴŀǊŘ /ƭƻǎŜΣ IƛƎƘ YŜƭƭƛƴƎΣ Iƻƭǘ bwнр сv¸Φ /ƘŜǉǳŜǎ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǇŀȅŀōƭŜ ǘƻ άbƻǊǘƘ 9ŀǎǘ 
bƻǊŦƻƭƪ .ƛǊŘ /ƭǳōέ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ b9b./Φ LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ōȅ ŎŀǎƘ ǘƘŜƴ ŎŀǘŎƘ /ƻƭƛƴ ƻǊ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ aŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀǘ 
one of our events. 

We aren't intending to issue membership cards to existing members this year due to the rising costs of postage. Our club 
sponsor BirdVentures, who offer discounts on their own brand bird food to members at their Holt shop, are happy to 
accept your 2025 cards as proof of membership. tƭŜŀǎŜ ƎŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƻǳŎƘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŦƛƴŘ ȅƻǳǊǎΗ 

Many thanks for your continuing support and engagement and happy birding for 2026!  
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By Carol Thornton  
 

Welcome to our  January  newsletter ! 

Happy New Year to you all. I hope you had an enjoyable 
Christmas and are raring to go on the birding front this year. 
Quite a few of you got off to a good start on 1st January for 
our bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ .ƛǊŘƛƴƎ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ and you can read all 
about that on page 27. 

We have a great year of activities coming up. We had to 
postpone our guided outing to Strumpshaw and Buckenham 
on 4th as the RSPB closed the reserve due to a flood alert but 
we hope to reschedule that soon. We also have some pop-up 
events in the pipeline so watch this space, and the website, 
for info on those and if you fancy joining our NENBC Comms 
WhatsApp Group your get a notification a day or two before 
any of our events. Please do. We recommend this for hearing 
about any last minute changes to walks and events too.  

It was good to see so many of you enjoying yourselves at our 
Christmas Social and AGMΦ ¢ƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ 
can see what we got up to on page 20. We said fond farewell 
to Trevor Williams ŀǎ ƻǳǊ /ƘŀƛǊ ōǳǘ ƘŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ŦŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ 
still be involved with NENBC as one of our Vice Presidents, 
promoting the club, leading walks and participating as 
enthusiastically as ever in our initiatives going forward. 

Ψ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ [ŜƴǎΩ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ŎƻǾŜǊ ƭŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘ ǿŀǎ Ψbirds on 
or over waterΩ and we had a great selection to choose from. 
Here are my favourites, from the top, Black-headed Gull 
[Richard Farrow], Mute Swan [Ken Thornton], Oystercatcher 
[Richard Farrow], Grey Heron [Andrew Crossley], and Great 
Black-backed Gull [Dave Billham]. For January, our theme will 
be ΨGeeseΩ so get clicking!  

Here are my favourite member photos from December, 
selected from the ones ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ƻƴ ǘƻ our monthly 

NENBC Bird 
Highlights 
section of the 
more unusual 
species ... 
Kingfisher 
[Andrew 
Crossley], 
Kestrel, Grey 
Wagtail [Richard 
Farrow], Feral 
Pigeon [Doug 
Cullern] plus this 
lovely Redshank 
[Richard 
Farrow]. 

Thanks all!  

  A Note from the Editor  
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By Paul Laurie 
 

All records are from the NENBC website and submitted by 
members unless otherwise stated. 

This is Paulõs last monthly Bird Highlights  report . A huge thanks from us for undertaking this 

regular write up throughout  2025. 
 

 

Decem ber 2025:  The highlight was an Eastern Black Redstart that was seen by forty-four members and reported 
ǎƛȄǘȅ ǘƛƳŜǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǿŜŜƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘΦ Lǘ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǘǿƛǘŎƘŜŘ ōƛǊŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ b9b./Ωǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ 
certainly one of the most photographed and photogenic. Photo here from Richard Farrow, more overleaf. During the 
month 6,417 records were submitted and 142 species recorded which is close to the five-year average of 6,642 
records and 145 species.  

 
Bean Goose : On the 21st two adults and three juveniles were seen at Gimingham and on the 31st four birds were 
seen at Happisburgh. 

Russian White -fronted Goose:  Five flew over Mundesley on the 19th with a large flock of Pink-feet. On the 21st 
four birds were found feeding at Gimingham and finally seven birds were reported east off Weybourne on the 22nd.  

Mandarin Duck : A pair were seen on Oxnead Hall lake on the 15th and a single duck was on Dilham Canal on the 
19th.  

 

 

NENBC Bird Highlights ð Decem ber  202 5  

å 6,417 individual records covering 142 bird 

species were added in December  
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Shoveler:  A high count of twenty-five plus birds on 
Antingham lake on the 26th.  

Pochard:  A bird was present on the 26th on Antingham 
lake.  

Scaup:  On the 17th a drake was seen to fly east from 
Weybourne Cliffs. 

Velvet Scoter:  Present all month off Weybourne though 
in reducing numbers with eight on the 2nd, seven on the 
11th and just one reported on the 28th. Photo 1 courtesy of 
Jo King 

Long -tailed Duck:  One ς two on the 10th/11th at 
Weybourne and two east at the same site on the 22nd were the only records. 

Goosander:  One on Felbrigg Lake on the 6th then single drakes reported from Selbrigg Pond on the 19th, Brinton 
Hall Lake on the 20th and Oxnead Mill pond on the 21st.  

Grey Partridge:  The only significant count was of fourteen together at Saxlingham on the 24th.  

Slavonian Grebe:  Presumably the November bird present off Sheringham on the 2nd though not reported again in 
December.  

Ruff:  One on the pig fields at Saxlingham on the 17th of the month. 

Jack Snipe:  A bird reported from Holt Lowes on the 24th was the only recorded bird.  

Green Sandpiper:  No inland records this month; the sole report was a bird east on the 15th at East Runton.  

Caspian Gull:  A 1st winter present between the 5th and 12th at Sheringham sea front.  

Great Skua:  Singles reported on five dates between the 2nd and 24th along the coast from Cromer to Weybourne.  

Great Shearwater:  A bird was seen flying east past Weybourne on the 27th of the month.  

Cattle Egret:  A record year for this species ended with a single bird with cattle at Saxlingham on the 31st and 
constitutes the first record for this site. 

Hen Harrier:  One reported on the 6th Ψ!ǘ IƻƳŜΩ from 
Swafield. Then on the 19th a male was seen by Dilham Canal, 
ŀƴŘ ŀ άǊƛƴƎǘŀƛƭέ ŦƭŜǿ Ŝŀǎǘ Ǉŀǎǘ .ŜŜǎǘƻƴ wŜƎƛǎΦ ! ǎŜŎƻƴŘ 
calendar year female was videoed hunting for several 
minutes at Saxlingham on the 31st. Photo 2 courtesy of Paul 
Laurie 

Merlin:  The bird at Weybourne was seen on several dates 
during the month though not after the 19th. Birds were seen 
at Dilham Canal on the 10th and 19th and a bird was over 
Northrepps on the 18th. On the 31st a brown bird was seen 
hunting on two occasions at Saxlingham.  

Hooded Crow:  At Mundesley the bird was seen on the 4th 
and 12th.  

Raven:  On the 3rd ŀ ōƛǊŘ ǿŀǎ ǎŜŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀǊŘ άŎǊƻƴƪƛƴƎέ 
from the wood at Blickling Park. This constitutes the first 
record for this site. 

Firecrest:  Birds reported from Felbrigg Park, Weybourne and High Kelling. The only regular site was Beeston 
Common with a bird reported on four dates between the 11th and 26th.  

BLACK REDSTART:  On the 24th, Graeme Hewson found an 1st winter Eastern Black Redstart on The Leas at 
Sheringham. This form is an Middle-east/Asian species that winters in India and Myanmar and is a vagrant to Britain. 
The first accepted record was at Dungeness in 1981 and since then there have been seventeen further records 
including the two in Yorkshire in autumn 2025. The last record in Norfolk was 1st ς 31st January 2021 at Snettisham.   

2 

1 
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Photos 3 courtesy of a) Richard Farrow; b) Steven & Barbara Lines; c) David Griffiths; d) Jane Crossen; e) Philip 
Cartlidge; f) Stu Buck; g) Paul Baker; h) Jo King; i) John Hayward. 

 

Rock Pipit:  Singles seen at Sheringham on the 2nd and 8th and with one on the 15th at West Runton.   

Brambling:  Low numbers generally reported during the month with fourteen at Thornage on the 18th the highest 
count. Photo 4 courtesy of Richard Farrow 

Redpoll:  Two close to a Gresham garden on the 3rd, one recorded at Saxlingham on the 7th and 31st, one at 
Letheringsett on the 13th and five at Ingworth on the 19th were the only records. Photo 5 courtesy of Ken Thornton  

3 

4 5 
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Common Crossbill:  Birds at Felbrigg Park on the 4th 
and Selbrigg Pond on the 11th of the month.  

Siskin:  The best counts of birds were as follows; Thirty 
at Gresham and twenty-five at Beeston Common on the 
3rd, fifty at Dilham Canal on the 10th and thirty at Felbrigg 
Park on the 14th. Photo 6 courtesy of Mark Clements 

Lapland Bunting:  A single bird seen and photographed 
on Weybourne Cliffs early in the month. Photo 7 courtesy 
of Ollie Allison 

Snow Bunting:  Weybourne Cliffs held eleven on the 5th, 
fourteen on the 13th and twelve on the 19th with no 
further sighting after this date. Photo 8 courtesy of Jo King 

 

 

January : The month that can be quite sedentary as birds are settled into their winter ranges and routines. Cold 
weather can still encourage birds to move and falls of snow will help folk spot the wintering Woodcock (library photo, 
Moss Taylor).  

6 

7 8 

January : What to look forward to  é.. 
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Raptor roosts are worth a visit, and cold north winds can drive coastal birds inland on to pig fields and flooded 
meadows. These days you are more likely to come across a wintering Glossy Ibis (library photo, Richard Farrow) or 
Cattle Egret (library photo, Ken Thornton), and the leafless woods may provide a sightings of Brambling (library photo, 
Richard Farrow) and Hawfinch (library photo, Carol Thornton). 
 

 

 
 
 

Turnstone ð all ringed records were from Sheringham  

òRocks in front of the Crown ð incó JAJ [21st]; òOne tagged. Left leg red JAJó [28 th]; òIncluding leg flag 

JAJó [30 th]  
 

 

Black -headed Gull ð all ringed records were from Sheringham  

òIncluding Polish ringed bird ó [2nd]; òapprox  200 - inc CR bird T42Ró [15th]; òincluding Polish ringed 

bird still ó [17th]; òRinged bird - ringed in Poland. T42Ró [21st];  

  

Ringed Bird Highlights  
Just a reminder to folk logging ringed birds on our website. Although we send our data off en masse to the  

county recorder through BirdTrack uploads, we donõt directly contact ringing coordinators of individual 

projects ð that needs to be down to you if you have a sighting. Project coordinators love to get data on their birds ð after 

all, that is the reason for ringing them - so here is a reminder on how to do it from Chris Lamsdell:  

òPlease report your colour ring birds to the relevant project co-ordinator which can be found through the EU Colour 

Ring website https://cr -birding.org/ . Locally ringed Turnstones stones (red flag three letters starting JAA), Black -

headed Gulls (red rings starting 2C00) and Marsh Tit (white rings 00 -99) can be reported through 

https://iceni.shinyapps.io/sightings/  Metal only rings can be report to the BTO 

https://app.bto.org/euring/lang/pages/rings.jsp ó 
 

Observations from last month é..                  Member Extra!
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Great Black -backed Gull  

òincluding Norwegian ringed (JJ049) 1st seen in 

Cromer in Dec 2018ó | Sheringham [4th]; òmostly east 

with a few lingering off -shore including Norwegian 

JJ049 - during 11/2 hour sea -watchó | Cromer 

Lighthouse & East Cliffs [7 th]   
 

 

Marsh Harrier  

òyoung, wing -tagged mal e - highlight of our Upper 

Bure Valley farm surveyó | Ingworth [19th 
 

 

Goldcrest  

òM&F caught during Felbeck Trust work party, 

Spurrellõs Woodó | Sustead Common [18th].  
 

 

Dunnock  òRinged during Felbeck Trust work party, 

Spurrellõs Woodó | Sustead Common [18th]  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Pink -footed Goose  μ άon the sea looking unwell - 
during 11/2 hour sea-watchΦέ μ Trevor Williams | 
Cromer Lighthouse & East Cliffs | 11th  

Pink -footed Goose  μ άнΣтллȄ {ƪŜƛƴǎ ƻŦ рлҌ Ŝŀǎǘ 
over the garden for approximately 15 minutes. The 
ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊŜŘ ƘŜǊŜΦέ μ WƻƘƴ IǳǊǎǘ μ 
Mundesley | 19th 

White -fronted Goose  μ άCŀƳƛƭȅ ǇŀǊǘȅ ǘǊŀƛƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
Pinkfeet ǎƪŜƛƴǎ ŜŀǎǘΦ CƛǊǎǘ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ǊŜŎƻǊŘΦέ μ WƻƘƴ IƛǊǎǘ 
| Mundesley | 19th 

Shoveler  μ άнрȄ aŀȅōŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜŘƻƳƛƴŀƴǘƭȅ 
male, difficult viewing through vegetation at this site 

ŀǎ ǳǎǳŀƭΗέ μ {ǘŜƭƭŀ .ŀȅƭƛǎ μ !ƴǘƛƴƎƘŀƳ ϧ .ǊŀŘŦƛŜƭŘ μ 
26th 

Tufted Duck  μ άомȄ ƛƴŎƭ м ƘȅōǊƛŘ ¢ǳŦǘŜŘ Ȅ 
Ferruginous. Apart from an earlier Spring record of 32 
this year this is the largest flock of Tufted on the lake 
ǎƛƴŎŜ Wŀƴ κ CŜō нлму ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƭƻŎƪ ǇŜŀƪŜŘ ŀǘ прκрлέ 
| Trevor Williams | Felbrigg Park & Lake | 14th 

Pheasant  μ άCŜƳŀƭŜ - a very lucky bird, as it only got 
its tail feathers clipped after leaping into the air in 
front of our car | Val Stubbs | Sheringham Cliffs & 
Golf Course | 2nd 

Member Highs, Lows and Ponderings  

All member comments are taken from the notes section of the website. We are getting a lot more detail on the  

birds and their activities these days which makes these summaries longer, but much richer, so please keep it up 

everyone!  

Great Black-backed Gull, Mark Clements 

Page 9 

http://www.nenbc.co.uk/
mailto:nenbc@aol.co.uk


BlueSky: @nenbc.bsky.social     Website: www.nenbc.co.uk                                   Page 10                                          Email Secretary / Editor: nenbc@aol.co.uk 

 

Pheasant μ άн ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƳŀƭŜǎ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ .ŀǊƴŜȅ 
most mornings and 6 females who like to hang out in 
ǘƘŜ 5ƻƴƪŜȅ {ƘŜƭǘŜǊ ŀǘ IƛƭƭǎƛŘŜ {ƘƛǊŜ IƻǊǎŜ {ŀƴŎǘǳŀǊȅέ 
| Ellie Farrow | West Runton | 24th 

Woodpigeon  | In apple tree - probably the pair that 
have been canoodling on the fence for the last week, 
ƴƻǿ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀ ƴŜǎǘ άμ ±ŀƭ {ǘǳōōǎ μ 
Weybourne | 7th 

Collared Dove  μ ά!Ǝŀƛƴ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ŀ ƴŜǎǘ ƻƴ 
ƻǳǊ {ƪȅ ŘƛǎƘ ōǊŀŎƪŜǘ ƛƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊΗέ μ 5ŀǾƛŘ DǊƛŦŦƛǘƘǎ μ 
Holt | 6th 

Water Rail  μ άоȄ ƘƻǇŜ ǊŜŜŘ ōŜŘΦ ǎŜŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜǊƳŀƭ 
ƛƳŀƎŜǊέ μ tƘƛƭ .ƻǊƭŜȅ μ ²ŜȅōƻǳǊƴŜ μ мсth 

Water Rail  μ ά!ǘ ǘƘŜ ōǊƛŘƎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƻŘǎ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ 
round the lake. After over 20 Felbrigg visits this year 
Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ǘƛŎƪŜŘ ŀ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǊŀƛƭΦέ μ 5ŀǾƛŘ .ŀǊǊŀǎǎ μ CŜƭōǊƛƎƎ 
Park & Lake | 30th 

Turnstone  μ άмȄ hƴ ǇǊƻƳ ōȅ ¢ŀƴƪ - where are all his 
ƳŀǘŜǎΚέ μ ±ŀƭ {ǘǳōōǎ μ {ƘŜǊƛƴƎƘŀƳ μ мst 

Woodcock  μ άǎƛǘǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ŦƻǊ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ 
(new in off sea?) before flying swiftly west, pursued 
ōȅ aŀƎǇƛŜǎΦέ μ /ƘǊƛǎ aŀǎƻƴ μ .ŜŜǎǘƻƴ wŜƎƛǎ μ пth 

Common Sandpiper  μ ά! ŦƭƻŎƪ ƻŦ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ нл 
sandpipers appeared flying in tight formation once 
round the lake and sped off to the south and 
ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǇǳŦŦ ƻŦ ǎƳƻƪŜ Ηέ μ !ƴŘǊŜǿ /ǊƻǎǎƭŜȅ 
| Felbrigg Park & Lake | 25th 

Herring Gull  μ άмр ƻƴ ǊƻŎƪǎ ōȅ ƭƛŦŜōƻŀǘ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ пл 
by slipway, some of which were enjoying a bath in the 
ƭŀǊƎŜ ǇǳŘŘƭŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōƻǘǘƻƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƭƛǇǿŀȅέ μ ±ŀƭ 
Stubbs | Sheringham | 1st 

Great Shearwater  μ ά9ŀǎǘΦ фΥмрΦ  ²ƘŀǘǎApp 
message from Cley said, great shear east, close. After 
the longest, anxious fifteen minutes it came into view. 
For a large shearwater, close was an understatement, 
what a view (for seawatching from the beach ). Seen 
from seven sites, Cley to Winterton.έ | Phil Borley | 
Weybourne | 27th 

Grey Heron  μ ά±ŜǊȅ ŎƻƴŦƛŘƛƴƎ ŀŘǳƭǘ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ǘƘŀǘ 
ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǎǘǊƻƭƭ ōȅ ƛǘ ŀǎ ƛǘ ŦƛǎƘŜŘΦέ μ WƻƘƴ IǳǊǎǘ μ 
Spa Common | 26th 

Buzzard μ ά¢ǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀǾƻƛŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ 
ǇŜǊŜƎǊƛƴŜΗέ μ WƻƘƴ IǳǊǎǘ μ {ƛŘŜǎǘǊŀƴŘ μ нрth 

Barn Owl  μ άIǳƴǘƛƴƎ όǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭƭȅύ ƻǾŜǊ DƭŀǾŜƴ 
ǿŀǘŜǊ ƳŜŀŘƻǿǎέ μ wƻƎŜǊ ¦ƴƛǘŜ μ ¢ƘƻǊƴŀƎŜ μ нсth 

Great Spotted Woodpecker  | !  only 13 garden 
records in 12 years, now several times daily at 
ŦŜŜŘŜǊǎΦέ μ /ƘǊƛǎ aŀǎƻƴ μ .ŜŜǎǘƻƴ wŜƎƛǎ μ моth 

Kestrel  μ άŀǘǘŜƳǇǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇŜǊǎǳŀŘŜ ŀ ōǳȊȊŀǊŘ ǘƻ 
ƳƻǾŜ ƻƴέ μ tƘƛƭ .ƻǊƭŜȅ μ 9ŘƎŜŦƛŜƭŘ μ оrd 

Merlin μ άŦƭŜǿ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƻƻŘƭŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ƻǾŜǊ ǘǊŜŜǎ ƛƴ 
brief view, no sooner had it disappeared when a male 
sparrowhawk appeared - I was just accepting I had 
mis-identified the bird when the merlin reappeared 
with the sparrowhawk. In a brief view the fast low 
flight of both species can invite confusion in spite of 
ƻōǾƛƻǳǎ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ƛƴ ǿƛƴƎ ǎƘŀǇŜέ μ Wǳƭƛŀƴ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ μ 
Dilham Canal | 10th 

Magpie  μ άсȄ ²ƛǘƘ /ŀǊǊƛƻƴ /Ǌƻǿǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŎŀǊŎŀǎǎ 
όaǳƴǘƧŀŎΚ IŀǊŜΚύέ μ ¢ƻƴȅ tƻǇŜ μ ²ŜȅōƻǳǊƴŜ μ мрth 

Magp ie μ άмлȄ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀŎƘ ŎŀǊ 
ǇŀǊƪέ μ tƘƛƭ .ƻǊƭŜȅ μ ²ŜȅōƻǳǊƴŜ μ нлth 

Rook  μ άрлȄ Lƴ ŎƻǇǎŜ ŀƴŘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ CƛŜƭŘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜȅ 
were disturbed by an Osprey (the plane not the bird, 
ŀƭŀǎΗύέ μ ±ŀƭ {ǘǳōōǎ μ ²ŜȅōƻǳǊƴŜ μ ммth 

Marsh Tit  μ ά±ŜǊȅ ōǊƛŜŦ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ-first for many 
months and chased off by almost immediate by Great 
¢ƛǘΗέ μ 5ŀǾƛŘ DǊƛŦŦƛǘƘǎ μ Iƻƭǘ μ тth 

Blackbird  μ άƛƴ Ŧǳƭƭ ǎƻƴƎ ŦƻǊ мр ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ - must be 
ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŀƴǘǎ ƘŜ ƎŜǘǎΗέ μ /ƘǊƛǎ aŀǎƻƴ μ .ŜŜǎǘƻƴ wŜƎƛǎ μ 
19th 

Fieldfare  μ άCƛǊǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΦ hƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭŜ ǘǊŜŜ ƴŜȄǘ 
to our house. Been waiting for over a month to see 
one and thought I might miss out this year. A nice 
·Ƴŀǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘΦέ μ 5ŀǾƛŘ .ŀǊǊŀǎǎ μ 9ŀǎǘ .ŜŎƪƘŀƳ μ нрth 

Eastern Black Redstart  μ ά9ŀǎǘŜǊƴ .ƭŀŎƪ wŜŘǎǘŀǊǘ 
(Asian sub-species) showing well on the Leas, east of 
the boating pond. Doing a bit of research online I 
found the following birdingfrontiers.wordpress.com. 
The site gives an easy ID to age. Using the greater 
coverts feathers if they are fringed pale buff brown = 
first winter. If fringed blue grey = adult. Using this 
ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛŀ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ōƛǊŘΦέ μ 
Francis Farrow | Sheringham | 24th 

Greenfinch  μ ά9ǾŜǊȅ Řŀȅ ŀōƻǳǘ оǇƳ ŦƭƻŎƪ ƻŦ ǳǇ ǘƻ 
40 birds on top of large beech. Top of Cremers Drift. 
Frequently come and go en masse. My ID skills not up 
to identifying them all as a bit distant, may include 
chaffinch, Merlin says red pollέ | Kala Nobbs & Mike 
McConnell | Sheringham | 14th 

Redpoll μ άSUPERGREEN just 1 more to go to get the 
badge! On the alders just beyond the garden 
perimeterέ μ /ŀǊƻƭ ¢ƘƻǊƴǘƻƴ μ DǊŜǎƘŀƳ μ оrd

  

http://www.nenbc.co.uk/
mailto:nenbc@aol.co.uk
https://birdingfrontiers.wordpress.com/2011/11/21/eastern-black-redstart/
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Overview     General Walks Information  
 

 Talks on the last Thursday 

evening of the month at 

Gresham Village Hall from 

Sep-Nov and Jan-Apr, also 

available live via Zoom  

 Walks around Felbrigg Park 

on the 3rd  Wednesday 

morning of the month Sep -Jul 

 Varied monthly weekend 

walks and the odd evening 

one from Sep-Jul 

 Special events including:  

 Coordinated Seawatch  

 Walks Weeks  

 Christmas Social & AGM  

 New Yearõs Day Birding 
Challenge  

 NENBC Big Sit  

 Global Big Bird Day 

activities  

 Birding for Beginners 

Course  

 Short-notice themed ôpop-

upõ sessions 

Car-sharing is always 

encouraged, or even better, 

walking or cycling . 

 
 

General Talks Info  
 

  

 

Whatõs On?  

General Event Information  ð please see our website or ôupcoming eventsõ 

in this newsletter for fuller details  of what we have on offer  

 

Please wear clothing suitable to conditions  - footpaths can be muddy at 

any time of the year . 

YOUNG PEOPLE:  Children are always welcome if accompanied by 

well -behaved adults and we would be happy to see young members  

aged 16 and 17 attend unaccompanied with prior written consent from a 

parent or guardian who has also supplied a phone number where they 

can be contacted in an emergency.   

DOGS:  We regret no dogs  except assistance dogs . 

EQUIPMENT:  Binoculars are always recommended to gain full 

enjoyment from your birding and for some of our walks , a scope is 

definitely useful but donõt forget youõll have to carry it!  

ACCESSIBILITY : Unfortunately most of our walks arenõt suitable for 

wheelchair users but please do contact us on nenbc@aol.co.uk  to see 

which of our events are or could be adapted to be so. 

BADGES:  Birds seen on club -area walks count towards individual Star 

badges & if you walk or cycle from home, they also count towards your 

Eco-Badges. 

BOOKING:  In a change from previous years - you generally wonõt need 

to book for any of our walks so just turn up on the day if you fancy it . We 

advise joining the Wh atsApp Comms group which we will always use if 

we have to make any last minute changes. There may be the occasional 

time we do need advance numbers and bookings and if this is the case it 

will say so on our publicity  

LOCATION: Our indoor events are benerally held at Gresham Village Hall and unless otherwise stated they 

start at 7:30pm. Most are also available live v ia Zoom. The postal address is East Beckham Road, Gresham, 

Norfolk, NR11 8RT but note the published postcode might not take you to exactly the right spot! If you are 

coming through Aylmerton and Lower Gresham, turn right by the church (just after the school) and the hall is on 

your left. If you are coming through Gresham, turn left at  the church (just before the school) and the hall is on 

your left. If you are dropping down from East Beckham, the hall is on your right opposite the church.  

AT THE HALL:  Those of you attending in -person at the hall for our regular evening talks can expect a selection 

of home-made cakes plus tea, coffee, hot chocolate, wine and cold drinks during the interval and of course the 

chance to socialise with other members. We can cater for gluten -free or other requirements if you let us know in 

advance. We have a 2nd hand ônatural worldõ book stall for you to purchase from / contribute your no-longer -

required stock to, supplies of our club publications to buy (including our annual bird reports), a display of 

member photos and details on our upcoming event s. We are happy to offer membersõ old birding equipment for 

sale at our events (or in our newsletter) with a contribution going to club funds.  

NO BOOKING REQUIRED  BUTé: It is always nice to know if you are coming to an evening talk but by no 

means essential so if it takes your fancy on the evening, please just turn up as we would love to see you! If you 

want the Zoom link though, you will need to let us know in advance!  

ACCESSIBILITY:  The hall is wheelchair accessible. The level car park at the hall is shingle but we can reserve a 

space next to the entrance if you need it.  

PARKING:  Access to the hall car park is off East Beckham Road, opposite the church. There is additional 

parking on the road along the side of the church itself and an overflow car park has kindly been offered to us by 

Gresham Village School. The school car park is  located on Cromer Road to the left of the school as you face it 

and at the left -hand end of the row of houses ð about a 300m walk from the hall. Please park considerately to 

allow maximum number of cars in the car parks and on the road but with enough spa ce for passing traffic to be 

able to get through, including agricultural vehicles. We can send you a map of the locality on request.  

http://www.nenbc.co.uk/
mailto:nenbc@aol.co.uk
mailto:nenbc@aol.co.uk
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Upcoming  Events  
 

In the coming weeks we have a couple of our regular 
Felbrigg Park Walk s, a monthly mid-week 
favourite, a walk along the Happisburgh Coast  
and upcoming a hopefully rescheduled 
Strumpshaw Fen  walk. Our January  

Evening Talk  is about Birding in the 
Seychelles with Rob Lucking. Also, dƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ 
the RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch  at the end 
of the month. Look forward to seeing you at 
these events soon. 
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Felbrigg Park Monthly Walk 
9:00am to 11:00am 

with Dave Billham or Trevor 
Williams  

 

This sociable walk caters for all 
levels of birding ability so come 

and give us a try. We take a 
leisurely stroll around the park 
and lake, route dependent on 

the local bird and other wildlife 
recently reported or likely to be 

present on the day. We see 
around 40 bird species on an 
average walk and even on the 
ћƽŸƖƚƣќШŸŉШĬċǃƚШůŸƖĲШƣőċŰШΟΜЮШ
And there is a café stop at the 

end of the walk. 
 

21st January | 18th February 
 

Please come and join us on the 
3rd Wednesday of the month 

(except August), you would be 
most welcome! 

 
 §Ш7§§uf ]ШÅEÄќ? | PARK & 
MEET: Main Felbrigg Hall car 
park т free for National Trust 

members | DISTANCE: 2 miles | 
ACCESSIBILITY: Not suitable 
for wheelchair users but could 

be for those with limited 
mobility т please get on touch. | 
FACILITIES: Café and loos at 
the Hall  | BADGES: In area so 

all appropriate individual 
records count towards club 

badges. 
 

Happisburgh т sea and coast in winter  
Saturday 14 February 2026 

9.30 am to 1pm with optional afternoon wander to Cart Gap assuming 
suitable weather  

Leader: Andy Clarke 
 

A winter adventure awaits! Always something of an enigma, 
Happisburgh can turn up interesting species at any time of the year. 
Expect some scanning of the sea for divers, passing geese and sea 

duck. The cliff top fields may hold geese and curlew, along wit h flocks 
of roaming finches and buntings. Below the cliffs is a sandy beach, 

popular in summer but in the quieter winter months loafing gulls and 
possibly a few waders may be present. Scrub with larger trees complete 

the range of habitats to explore, with resident woodland birds along 
with wintering thrushes possible. Heritage is also on offer with views of 

the famous Happisburgh Lighthouse and listen out for the evocative 
ћÑŔůĲШċŰĬШÑŔĬĲШ7ĲũũќШыĬĲƓĲŰĬŔŰŊШŸŰШƣŔĬĲƚШċŰĬШőŸƽШƚƨĤůĲƖŊĲĬШŔƣШŔƚьЮ 

 
 §Ш7§§uf ]ШÅEÄќ?Ш҇ШÂ ÅuШѼШ~EEÑ: Happisburgh Community Car Park, 
Beach Road, Happisburgh, Norfolk, NR12 0PR -  charges apply £1.50 per 

hour, up to £7 for 24 hours (details on website).| DISTANCE: approx 5-6km |  
ACCESSIBILITY: Paths are generally level. We will be walking on grassy 

tracks and some gravel tracks, which may be uneven and bumpy in places. 
Paths are likely to be damp or wet. The access ramp down to the beach may 

not be accessible on the day, this part of the coast is prone to cliff falls, 
especially after wet or stormy weather. Sturdy footwear advisable and 

please come dressed for winter weather on exposed sites.| FACILITIES: 
Public toilets available at the car park. There is a café nearby at Cart Gap 

and a pub in Happisburgh village although stops are not a formal part of this 
walk. Do consider bringing a packed lunch and refreshments. | CLUB 
BADGES: Some parts will be in the club area so check with leader for 

boundary. 
 

No prior booking is required for this walk  
 
 
 
 

http://www.nenbc.co.uk/
mailto:nenbc@aol.co.uk
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Sadly this walk was postponed as flooding at Strumpshaw closed the si te for a few days. We intend 
rescheduling and will post a note on the website as soon as we have had it confirmed. If you booked 
for the initial date we will let you know by email of the revised date; if you ĬŔĬŰќƣШƚŔŊŰШƨƓШŉŸƖШƣőĲШŔŰŔƣŔċũШ

date but would like an email sent with the revised date, please drop Carol an email at 
nenbc@aol.co.uk.  

 
Strumpshaw Fen and Buckenham Marshes  

A Grand Day Out with Trevor and Drew 
***** 10th Anniversary Walk *****  

  

 Sunday 4th January| 10:00am to 4:00pm 
 

ÑőŔƚШћ7ƖŸċĬũċŰĬШìŔŰƣĲƖШìŸŰĬĲƖũċŰĬќШĲƻĲŰƣШŔƚШƣőĲШƚƣƨŰŰŔŰŊШŉŔŰċũĲШƣŸШƣőĲШĦũƨĤќƚШΝΜƣőШċŰŰŔƻĲƖƚċƖǃШĦĲũĲĤƖċƣŔŸŰƚЮШ ũŸŰŊƚŔĬĲШ
Trevor Williams, we are thrilled to be joined by Drew Lyness, who is a local expert and has birded these sites for more 

than a decade as his local patch.  Starting at RSPB Strumpshaw Fen, we hope to see resident species like Bittern, Marsh 
Harrier, Kingfisher, Bearded Tit and Marsh Tit, with the potential for some scarcer winter visitors like Hen Harrier and 

Water Pipit. This part of the day will include an informative talk about the reserve, its management and the wildlife. We 
will then travel the short distance to Buckenham Marshes, with a walk along the north bank of the River Yare with views 
over the marshland and reedbeds. There is potential to see Russian White-fronted Geese, Crane, Peregrine, plus a good 
selection of wildfowl and waders. Culminating with the famous Corvid roost later in the day, this surely will be a fabulous 

start to your 2026 birding year.  
 
 

BOOKING ÅEÄќ?Ш FOR THIS SPECIAL EVENT т limit of 20  
 

RSPB Big Garden BirdWatch 2026  

Friday 2 3rd  to Sunday 25th January  

 

Simply choose an hour anytime in the three -day period and count the birds you see land in your garden, on 

your balcony , or in your local park. Feed your results back to the RSPB for the national survey but also, if you 

live in the NENBC area, weõd appreciate having your records logged too. Thank you! You can sign up on the 

RSPB website  (which also has loads more info on attracting birds, what you might see, what itõs all about 

etc) but please add your sightings to the club website if you live in the club area, adding RSPB or something 

similar in the comments box, and weõll see how we all do. Donõt live in our area? Just drop us an email to 

nenbc@aol.co.uk   with your list of birds and weõll include you in our next newsletter write up.  Have fun! 

 

http://www.nenbc.co.uk/
mailto:nenbc@aol.co.uk
https://www.rspb.org.uk/days-out/reserves/strumpshaw-fen
https://www.rspb.org.uk/whats-happening/big-garden-birdwatch
mailto:nenbc@aol.co.uk
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By Dave Billham 
 

After a few wet and windy Felbrigg walks, the weather 
gods smiled for the December one; calm and bright, 
though somewhat chilly. Fog had been forecast, but it 
had mostly dispersed before we arrived at the park. 
Driving along the road from the park entrance to the 
hall, the surrounding fields were full of Common Gull, 
dotted around everywhere I looked, which I hoped was 
an omen for the morning. As it was only a week until 
Christmas, Carol had mentioned the wearing of festive 
headgear, so a Christmas-themed bobble hat and 
antlers were donned ς hopefully the antlers would also 
provide camouflage! Once we were all assembled, with 
Trevor leading and Carol sweeping up, we had a grand 
total of 18 participants, keen and eager to find 
something special! Carol was the only other antler 
wearer, so when we stood together we made a very 
small herd, though, I would imagine, to the wildlife we 
were practically invisible! 

The list had been started as we waited for the walk to 
begin, and it was a good start; as well as the many 
Common Gull, we found Blue Tit, Great Tit, Dunnock, 
Chaffinch, Blackbird, Woodpigeon, Jackdaw and Rook 
in and around the car park, three Greenfinch that flew 

into the nearby treetops, a Common Buzzard sat on a 
fence, and overhead a Great Spotted Woodpecker, a 
Black-headed Gull and a lone Collared Dove; only the 
second sighting of this species for the year. Well pleased 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ CŜƭōǊƛƎƎΩǎ birds, we started by 
walking to the bridleway that runs down to and behind 
the church, along which we found a few Herring Gull in 
amongst the many Common Gull. Moving on further, a 
Pheasant was flushed from near the field edge, and a 
distant flock of Pink-footed Goose were pointed out to 
one and all. On reaching the church we went through 
the churchyard and onto the grass beyond, where we 
headed for the slope leading down to the lake. 

Reaching the fenceline of an adjacent field I spotted a 
single Pied Wagtail on the soil; closer examination by 
the group revealed that there were at least a dozen of 
these black and white beauties, along with twenty plus 
Skylark, all busily feeding on the ground. Also in the 
field were a number of Black-headed Gull, and as we 
were watching them, Trevor spotted a Mediterranean 
Gull flying over the field. We were able to go through 
the salient ID points with everyone as it spent most of 
the time airborne and displaying well. This was our 

Last Month õs Mid -Week Wa lk  

Felbrigg Park | Wednesday 17th December  
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second Med Gull in 2025. Amazingly, this Med Gull was 
ŀ CŜƭōǊƛƎƎ ΨŦƛǊǎǘΩ ŦƻǊ {ǳŜ aƻǊǊƛǎƻƴ - pretty remarkable 
given how much time her and Peter have spent 

watching and surveying birds in Felbrigg Park over the 
years. She was very pleased!  
 

Also added to the list in this area was Carrion Crow, 
Magpie, Meadow Pipit and a trio of Stock Dove 
amongst the many Woodpigeon. 

At this point we were nearing the lake, where a number 
of wildfowl were visible. On the water we found six 
Mute Swan, twelve plus Gadwall, twenty four plus 
Tufted Duck, many Mallard and Teal, and singles of 
Moorhen, Coot and Wren. In amongst the Tufted was 
the Ferruginous / Tufted hybrid, a regular here. Another 
flock of Pink-footed Geese flew over us, but none were 
tempted down by the water! Walking through the 
woods bordering the lake added Nuthatch and Jay to 
the list. From the bridge at the end of the lake we 
scanned the water meadows to see what was hidden in 
amongst the reeds. A pair of Shoveler were 
conspicuously white in the sunshine, as were a further 
two Mute Swan; a lone Grey Heron much less so. As we 
watched and chatted, a Water Rail was heard calling, 

followed by the call of /ŜǘǘƛΩǎ ²ŀǊōƭŜǊ ς wonderful! Two 
Snipe appeared overhead, then dropped into the 
vegetation and promptly vanished. Val managed to get 
her telescope onto another Snipe sitting perfectly still in 
the reeds, giving super views to those who had a look, 
whilst some of us found a different bird which also 
remained obligingly still so we could all eventually find 
it.  

 

At this point the CettiΩs was seen on the edge of the 
reedbed, where it spent a little time disappearing then 
re-appearing. It did this enough times that most of us 
were able to get a look. Finally, the Water Rail flew a 
short distance! A small flock of Goldfinch flying 
overhead were almost an anti-climax by comparison! 

With our time almost up we set off back to the house, 
adding only a Song Thrush to the list on the way to give 
a total of 41 species for the two hours. A fitting end to 
ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǎŜǘ ƻŦ ǿŀƭƪǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ǳǎ ŀƭƭ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ 
forward to starting again in the new year. The café 
called to most of the group for a warming drink and 
other treats. Why not join us in 2026, for a slow wander 
with like-minded souls through the lovely grounds of the 
hall ς all are welcome!Φ
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The chart shows the 
species noted on the 
eleven monthly walks at 
Felbrigg Hall in 2025 
(eleven, as there is no 
walk in August). The 
green fill in a cell 
indicates that a particular 
species was seen in a 
given month, and the 
species are listed in order 
of the most number of 
sightings in the year to 
the least number. 

Note that the chart 
contains all the species 
seen from January 2022 
through to December 
2025; those species at 
the bottom of the chart 
with zero sightings, were 
not found in 2025, but 
had been noted in at 
least one of the previous 
three years. The number 
of species noted in each 
year is as follows:  

2022 = 82   |   2023 = 84 

2024 = 90   |   2025 = 85 

The total number of 
species recorded on the 
walks since January 2022 
is now 108 (which, if you 
had joined each walk, and 
recorded your sightings 
on the website, would 
have earned you a bronze 
badge with a few left 
over)! 

This year saw /ŜǘǘƛΩǎ 
Warbler added to the 
species list, it being 
recorded on three 
consecutive months (for 
the first two months 
heard only, but on the 
third seen as well) ς this 
species, despite a good 
amount of suitable 

Felbrigg Park Club Walk Statistics 2025  

2025 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Sep Oct Nov Dec

Total 

from 11

Species                       Total =44 49 47 39 42 32 43 26 44 41 41

Blue Tit 11

Carrion Crow 11

Jackdaw 11

Mallard 11

Moorhen 11

Rook 11

Woodpigeon 11

Wren 11

Blackbird 10

Buzzard 10

Goldfinch 10

Grey Heron 10

Mute Swan 10

Robin 10

Chaffinch 9

Great Tit 9

Herring Gull 9

Long-tailed Tit 9

Magpie 9

Pheasant 9

Stock Dove 9

Black-headed Gull 8

Gadwall 8

Great Spotted Woodpecker 8

Jay 8

Skylark 8

Coot 7

Cormorant 7

Greenfinch 7

Kestrel 7

Nuthatch 7

Pied Wagtail 7

Common Gull 6

Dunnock 6

Green Woodpecker 6

Meadow Pipit 6

Red Kite 6

Treecreeper 6

Tufted Duck 6

Chiffchaff 5

Redwing 5

Snipe 5

Starling 5

Teal 5

Blackcap 4

Feral Pigeon 4

Linnet 4

Mistle Thrush 4

Shovellor 4

Swallow 4

Bullfinch 3

Cetti's Warbler 3

Coal Tit 3
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habitat, has been rarely 
recorded here. Other 
new additions were Hen 
Harrier (a cracking male) 
and Osprey, both single 
sightings, and the 
overflying flock of five 
Whooper Swan in 
February.  

Library pics below 

/ŜǘǘƛΩǎ ²ŀǊōƭŜǊ 
Alan Stevens. Weybourne 

Hen Harrier 
Trevor Williams. Felbrigg 

Osprey 
Philip Cartlidge, Bodham 

Whooper Swan 
Moss Taylor, Weybourne  

2025
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Sep Oct Nov Dec

Total 

from 11

Species                       Total =44 49 47 39 42 32 43 26 44 41 41

Fieldfare 3

Pink-footed Goose 3

Red-legged Partridge 3

Reed Bunting 3

Song Thrush 3

Swift 3

Tufted / Ferruginous hybrid 3

Water Rail 3

Collared Dove 2

Greylag Goose 2

Lapwing 2

Mediterranean Gull 2

Reed Warbler 2

Stonechat 2

Whitethroat 2

Brambling 1

Goldcrest 1

Grey Wagtail 1

Hen Harrier 1

House Martin 1

Little Egret 1

Little Grebe 1

Little Owl 1

Osprey 1

Sand Martin 1

Siskin 1

Sparrowhawk 1

Tawny Owl 1

Whooper Swan 1

Wigeon 1

Woodcock 1

Yellowhammer 1

Canada Goose 0

Cuckoo 0

Egyptian Goose 0

Garden Warbler 0

Goldeneye 0

Golden Plover 0

Goosander 0

Goshawk 0

Greater Black-backed Gull 0

Great White Egret 0

Green Sandpiper 0

Hobby 0

Jack Snipe 0

Kingfisher 0

Lesser Black-backed Gull 0

Lesser Whitethroat 0

Marsh Harrier 0

Marsh Tit 0

Oystercatcher 0

Ring Ouzel 0

Sedge Warbler 0

Spotted Flycatcher 0

Wheatear 0
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By Janice Darch 
 

CƻǊ Ƴȅ ƭŀǎǘ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ ǿŀƭƪ L ŎƘƻǎŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ IƻƭƪƘŀƳΣ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ LΩǾŜ ƭŜŘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ Ŏƭǳō ǿŀƭƪǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
ƭŀǎǘ у ȅŜŀǊǎΦ ²Ŝ ǎǘŀȅŜŘ ƴƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻŀǎǘ wƻŀŘ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜǎǘ ƻŦ [ŀŘȅ !ƴƴŜΩǎ 5ǊƛǾŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǇƛƴŜǎΣ 
dunes and shoreline. This gave us a nice range of habitats which produced 43 species of birds during the four hours we 
ǿŜǊŜ ƻǳǘΦ ²Ŝ ƪƛŎƪŜŘ ƻŦŦ ōȅ ǎŎƻǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘǎ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ [ŀŘȅ !ƴƴŜΩǎ 5ǊƛǾŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ƘǳƎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ tƛƴƪ 
footed Geese, Wigeon and Lapwing accompanied by Mallard, Curlew, Starlings, Barnacle Geese, Jackdaw, Teal and Wood 
Pigeon. The hedges gave us Goldfinch, Robin, Magpie and Dunnock. Red Kites showed well too. The Pink Footed Geese 
were restless and we were treated to listening to them circle. Moving onto the path west through the pines it was pretty 
quiet apart from some showy Goldcrests, a couple of  Blue and Great Tits, Robin, a Kestrel and a Great Spotted 
Woodpecker over our heads. At the pond we added Gadwall, Shoveler, Pintail and Little Grebe to our growing list. We 
joined a small group looking for Yellow-ōǊƻǿŜŘ ŀƴŘ IǳƳŜΩǎ ²ŀǊōƭŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿƘƛƭŜ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ƧƻōΤ WŀƴƛŎŜ 
managed a leader-ƻƴƭȅ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IǳƭƳŜΩǎ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƭƭΦ CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ WƻŜ WƻǊŘŀƴ IƛŘŜ ǿŜ ǎŎŀƴƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊǎƘŜǎ ŀŘŘƛƴƎ 
White-Fronted and Egyptian Geese, Grey Heron, Marsh Harrier, Buzzard, Pheasant and a lot more Pink-footed Geese. 
Making our way through the pines to the dunes and sea we scanned. The beach was empty of birds apart from a couple 
of Herring Gulls being full of walkers, dogs and a group of Father Christmases and Elves on Horsebackτhonest! However, 
we had about 700 Common Scoter on the sea along with a pair of Red-Breasted Mergansers, Brent Geese, a few 
Cormorants and one Great Northern Diver. Back at the Washington Hide we added Great White Egret and Mute Swan. 
The weather had been kind up to this point but the forecast mist and drizzle started to come in and so we made our 
ways back to the cars to go our separate ways. 

May I thank all of the participants who have come on my weekend walks over the last eight years. We have 

travelled all over the county and beyond, including to Bardsey, seeking out birds. I do not know how many 

species weõve seen but we have visited 44 different sites in that time on average doing 11 walks a year. 

Best wishes to you all , Janice Darch  

Last Monthõs Weekend Walk 

Holkham Estate  Walk  | S unday 7th  Decem ber  

Image from the www.visitnorfolk.co.uk website 
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A huge thanks to everyone who turned out  

for our Christmas event  on Thursday 11th 
December in Gresham Village Halls, those who joined 
us via Zoom for the AGM and voting element of the 
evening and also those who sent their apologies.  

¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ¢ǊŜǾƻǊΩǎ ƭŀǎǘ !Da ŀǎ /ƘŀƛǊΣ ǎǘŜǇǇƛƴƎ Řƻǿƴ 
as you will all know after 11 years of service. He 
completed his Review of the Year one last time (see 
overleaf) and the formalities of an AGM were worked 
through as per the decisions shown here on the right.  

Business over, we were delighted to award one of 
our new Blue Badges for Seawatching to David 
Griffiths, presented by new Club President Francis. 

We then had a bit of a surprise in store for Trevor with the 
award of a well-deserved Purple Badge and the presentation 
of some gifts of thanks from the club. We were asked by a 
number of members if they could contribute to a collection 
for Trevor and once we had set up a way for those that 
wanted to do so, we were completely overwhelmed! If you 
ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘ ƛƴ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƻǊ ƻƴƭƛƴŜΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜŀŘ 
a bit more about it on page 23.  

Then we were on to the social  part of the evening ς a rather large hot and cold Christmas Buffet giving us plenty of 
time to chat and catch up, and then the annual  quiz, with participants aided in their concentration (or not!) by 
mulled wine or mulled apple juice. Personally I was delighted to see lots of party hats and jumpers this year! 

A big thank you to Tim Turner, Kirsty Turner (in her absence ς hope you shook off that bug quickly!), Stu Buck and 
John Swallow for their time and effort in putting together and presenting their very enjoyable and a-little-tricky-in-
parts birdy quiz which included a display of both feathers and skulls. The tech behaved and we were able to send 
ǘƘŜ ǉǳƛȊ ƻƴ ŀŦǘŜǊǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘΦ 

Congratulations to the winning team Mark Boyd, Chris Tucker, Seán Dempster, Chris 
Moorhouse and visitor Geoff Bockett. Vouchers to spend with our sponsor Bird Ventures of 
Holt were awarded and we are pleased to hear that the team are up for leading the 2026 
quiz as per tradition ς hope you have started your planning already!  

AGM & Christmas Social 202 5  

2025 AGM Business  

 

Committee Members (and Club Officials) 

elected for 2025:  

Stella Baylis, Colin Blaxill, Andy Clarke,  

Seán Dempster, Russ Malin, Alan Stevens, 

John Swallow (Chair), Carol Thornton 

(Secretary), Roger Unite (Treasurer)  

Club President elected for 2026:  

Francis Farrow  

Club Vice President elected for 2026:  

Val Stubbs, Trevor Williams  

Independent Examiner of 2025 Club 

Accounts appointed:  

David Barrass of Felbeck Trust  

2024 Final Accounts adopted  

Minutes of the 2024 AGM adopted  
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By Trevor Williams  

 
 άOur AGM is intended to provide an insight for members into how the Club is run and 
what it has achieved over the previous 12 months, along with giving members the 
ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƭǳōΦ ²ŜΩǊŜ 
always keen to hear from any member who has ideas about how we can improve the 
Club, especially those who are willing to help implement change by joining the 
Committee.  

²ŜΩǊŜ also joined tonight for this AGM by members on Zoom - welcome.  

This yearΩs report - my last before I step down as Chair shortly - is easy as it coincided with our 10th anniversary 
year. Celebrations started back in January with the publication of our 10th Anniversary Commemorative Book and 
badge recognising those members who have been with the Club for 10 years - recognition which will continue as 
ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ Ǝƻ ōȅΦ CƭƛŎƪƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ƛǘΩǎ ǊŜƳŀǊƪŀōƭŜ Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ 
decade - well worth delving back into it every so often.  

Our Indoor meeting programme continued though the year, featuring a number of talks from speakers who had 
previously presented down through the years - most recently of course Aldina Franco from UEA and her talk on 
²ƘƛǘŜ {ǘƻǊƪǎΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƻŦ ΨƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘ ǘƘǊŜŀŘ 
through our anniversary year - culminating of course in our Anglo-African migration day conference back in June. 
With keynote speakers from BTO, RSPB and St Andrews University and a mixed audience representing delegates 
from a number of Norfolk wildlife groups and national conservation organisations - we certainly punched above our 
weight on that occasion! 

Our regular walks programme continued but again reflecting our 10th anniversary theme with a number of our 
weekend walks revisiting popular locations from the early years of the Club. The ever-popular monthly Felbrigg 
Park walk, continues as does the Walks Week initiative, which we started during covid, with small groups led by 
members around less well visited location. 2026 will see us move to a more open / informal walks programme 
which maintains the high standards already achieved but opens the activity up to a much wider audience. 

Other key calendar events took place with the Big Sit in May and the Coordinated Sea-watch in October.  

Sea-ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ƳŀƛƴǎǘǊŜŀƳ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƭǳō ƴƻǿŀŘŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ 
introduced ΨǇƻǇ-ǳǇΩ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ - with shorter notice to reflect favourable weather conditions - and introduced another 
Club badge - a blue badge which gives members encouragement to spend time looking for and identifying seabirds. 
Our ongoing Ψcitizen science Ωproject, calculating the flying speeds of migrating seabirds, continues helped by the 
Club-run Sea-watching WhatsApp group. ²Ŝ ƛƴǘŜƴŘ ŜȄǇŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ ΨǇƻǇ-ǳǇΩ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ 
Club activities and a new dedicated WhatsApp group has been created to advertise those more impromptu events 
and keep members abreast of any last-minute changes to scheduled events. A brief mention of our other WhatsApp 
group dedicated to the reporting of scarce and rare birds in the NENBC area which has continued to prove useful 
and certainly helped connect participants with some of the rarer birds in our area - ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΥ tŀƭƭŀǎΩǎΣ 
Marsh and Dusky Warbler, Night Heron, Pallid Swift, Shore Lark, Durian Shrike, Rose Finch, Red-breasted Flycatcher 
and more..  

Review of the Year  
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The Club continues to support UEA 3rd year Environmental Science students who take up our project proposals to 
analyse data, construct theories and make recommendation on a variety of bird and conservation topics. This year 
we had successfully completed projects on: Uncovering the mystery of Golden Oriole, Phenological trends in 
migratory species plus Migratory links between Norfolk and Africa 

The Club again worked in collaboration with the Cromer Peregrine Project (CPP) to help protect these iconic birds 
which have made Cromer church their home. This year they managed to successfully fledge three more chicks - 
though sadly one youngster met an early demise. They have become a popular feature in our local birding 
landscape. 

This yearΩs Annual Bird Report was another triumph, thanks to the hard work of all those involved - but with 
particular thanks to Andy and Carol for editing, design layout and illustrations. Our annual report, collates the 
records of all the birds seen in the Club area during the year and provides analysis of patterns and trends of bird 
migration and resident and breeding species in North East Norfolk. Annual Reports continue to be distributed free 
to members who hold the appropriate subscription - though inevitably with rising costs of printing and postage 
subscription rates will have to rise. 

The efforts of the Editor of our Monthly Newsletter, and the numerous contributors through the year, are to be 
congratulated. Feature-ǇŀŎƪŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛǾŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǘƻ ŘǊƻǇ ƛƴǘƻ ƻǳǊ Ψƛƴ ōƻȄΩ ŀǎ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ŀǎ ŎƭƻŎƪǿƻǊƪΦ ²Ŝ 
much appreciate the effort that goes into the newsletter and she and they are worthy of our thanks and admiration.  

Since the transition to the Bird.Club platform in 2024 the Club website, has continued to function well, providing an 
easy to use and an invaluable tool for birding in the Club area. Our thanks go to webmasters Matthew and Joe for a 
first class and totally free website. One change we can expect however in the New Year is the move to the single 
globally supported AviList of species - resulting in the loss of a number of full species from the NENBC list - making 
it just that bit harder to reach your next badge!             

In our 10th anniversary year, and to mark the importance of our links to Africa through bird migration, we extended 
eligibility of our Young Birder Bursary to include overseas applications. Through it we were delighted to be able to 
support Naffie, a young birder working with the Gambia Bird Observatory. We are enormously proud to support this 
young black women in developing her career in conservation and education and hope to meet her in person 
eventually - if she manages to get a visa!  

Just a quick heads up on our current membership which stands at 306 households, 470 members - continuing the 
steady rise in recent years. 

So all that remains is to thank those people who run the Club on your behalf and continue to take it forward: 

¶ Tasso Leventis of the AG Leventis Foundation who generously funded our Migration Conference 

¶ President: Nigel Redman (standing down - after 4 years) 

¶ Vice Presidents: Francis Farrow and Val Stubbs (co-opted during 2025) 

Members of the Management Committee Χ 

¶ Treasurer: Roger Unite 

¶ Membership & Peer Review Secretary: Colin Blaxill 

¶ Records Officer & Annual Report Editor: Andy Clarke 

¶ Outdoor Walks Organiser: Janice Darch (standing down - after 8 years) 

¶ Indoor Programme Coordinator: Alan Stevens 

¶ Youth Engagement: Seán Dempster 

¶ Club Secretary & Newsletter Editor: Carol Thornton 

¶ Assistant Treasurer: Trevor Warren (also standing down)  

Also a word of thanks to our faithful band of  Ψbehind the scenes Ωhelpers - too numerous to mention in person but a 
particular shout out to Hilary Stevens and Jane Williams for refreshments. Thanks also go to our Sponsors, Bird 
Ventures for financial support over the year. 

But the biggest thanks of the night goes to you, our members - who continue to pay your subs, contribute your 
bird records and photos to the web-site, support our values and ambitions and share our achievements. 

Happy 10 th  Anniversary and I look forward to celebrating our 25 th   Thank you! ó  

http://www.nenbc.co.uk/
mailto:nenbc@aol.co.uk
https://birdventures.co.uk/
https://birdventures.co.uk/
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Purple  badges  are awarded  for  something  or  someone really  special . 

They are é a merit  award in recognition  of significant  activities to encourage and 

share the enjoyment of birdwatching,  including  promoting  the conservation of birds  and wildlif e, 

championing  inclusion or making an exceptional  contribution  to club  life.   

Hereõs what Club  Vice  Chair  Andy  Clarke  had to say on the night  about  the award  to Trevor  é.. 

 

ñClub members will be aware that we run a number of 
badge schemes, for those interested, to mark progress 

with the number of species seen in the club area, or 
those seen without the use of powered transport, or 
when sea -watching. However there is one other badge, 

the purple badge, to recognise those people who have 

made a special contribution to the club.  

It is now a decade since a small number of individuals 
had the idea of forming a club to cover what was 

otherwise an under -watched, or at least under - reported, 
part of Norfolk. From the start it was intended was that 

the club should be inclusive, catering for all levels of 
birding skill, all levels of interest and all ages.  The club 
has been a great success, and numbers have grown far 

faster than any of us expected.  

While it takes a number of people to make sure that a 
club like NENBC runs smoothy, there can be no denying 
that there is one person who has driven the club to be 

the success it is.  

That person has made sure that the club caters for all, 

that it continues to grow, and also that it makes a 
positive difference through its commitment to using 

birding to support conservation both locally and 

globally.  

There can be no more worthy recipient of a Purple 
Badge than our retiring Chairman, Trevor Williams, and 

so I invite our new President Francis Farrow to present 

Trevor with his purple badge. ò 

A Farewell to Trevor  ð thank you!  

http://www.nenbc.co.uk/
mailto:nenbc@aol.co.uk
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That is what one of our members said to us in a note about Trevor.  Judging by the response to his 

collection and the things other folk have said about him and his tenure as Chair, this is a fair summary! 

We thought long and hard about an appropriate gift from members and based on Trevorõs love for 

nature conservation we came up with vouchers to 

use at the Knepp Rewilding Estate . For those that 

havenõt heard of it, Knepp is a 3,500 acre former 

failing farm in Sussex  that has been reimagined and 

transformed over 20+years to a nature haven 

through rewilding. From their website  é  

òKnepp is now a leading light in the conservation 

movement, an experiment that has produced 

astonishing wildlife successes in a relatively short 

space of time and offers solutions for some of our 

most pressing problems ð like soil restoration, flood 

mitigation, w ater and air purification, pollinating 

insects and carbon sequestration. Visited by 

numerous conservation organisations, including the 

RSPB, Wildlife Trusts and the National Trust, as well 

as policy makers, farmers and landowners, Knepp is 

shaping the future of nature conservation.ó 

Alongside this we also bought 

some accommodation 

vouchers  to use on any 

birding trip . The Committee 

provided him with a selection 

of lovely red wines and a 

wooden goblet to go 

alongside .  

 

òI really donõt know what to say - except thank 

you. The gifts I received after the NENBC AGM 

were completely unexpected - but very much 

appreciated. The ôexpenses paidõ trip to Knepp 

from  the  members - for so long the birth -place 

of rewi lding in Britain - will fulfil a dream Iõve 

had for many years. The wine Iõll share with the 

family over Christmas and I absolutely love the 

wooden goblet - though I doubt Iõll spoil it by 

putting liquid in it!. Finally, being awarded the 

coveted purple bad ge along with the citation is 

very special to me.  

Although Iõm stepping down Iõm most certainly 

not stepping away. Iõll continue to support the 

club I cherish in any way that is considered 

appropriate and I wish the current Committee 

the very best over the coming years. Being bird -

centric and inclusive bu t also outward -facing are 

the hallmarks of the NENBC - long may it remain 

so. 

Once again my sincere thanks.ó Trevor  

òI want to show my appreciation to that amazing, visionary, 

energetic and "non -stop get it done" man! ó 

http://www.nenbc.co.uk/
mailto:nenbc@aol.co.uk
https://knepp.co.uk/rewilding/background/
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