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By Trevor Williams  
 

L ǿƻƴΩǘ ƭƛŜ, ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ 
always been easy to 
come up with something 
to say in this bi-monthly 
ŎƻƭǳƳƴΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ LΩǾŜ 
written now since the 
first year of this 
newsletter - over a 
decade ago. Sometimes 
a theme has thrown 

ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ŀǘ ƳŜ ōǳǘ ŀǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƛƳŜǎ LΩǾŜ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜŘ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ŀ 
ŦƻŎǳǎΦ .ǳǘ ƴƻǘ ǎƻ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΗ CƻǊ ΨŘŜŀǊ ǊŜŀŘŜǊΩ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ my 
Ŧƛƴŀƭ /ƘŀƛǊΩǎ /ƻǊƴŜǊΣ ōŜŦƻǊŜ L ǎǘŀƴŘ Řƻǿƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Ƨƻō 
at our AGM in just 4 weeks. 

This club is special. It was created to fill a gap - a gap in 
the record books. Making sure that sightings of birds in 
this corner of Norfolk would be shared more  freely and 
the data kept for the future. We wanted to be a 
welcoming club, which valued beginners as much as the 
experts. We wanted to be sociable - to provide 
information, education and entertainment. We wanted 
ǘƻ ōŜ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎŦǳƭΦ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƎƻƴŜ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ 
achieving that. 

This has been a team effort - too many to name 
individually - but across the decade many people have 
ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ƭŀǎǘƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴΦ LǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ Ƴȅ ǾŜǊȅ ƎǊŜŀǘ 
pleasure to be a part of it.  

So what of the future - what, I am asked, will I do with 
ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǇŀǊŜ ǘƛƳŜΚ ²Ŝƭƭ Ŧƻƭƪǎ ȅƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘ ǘƻ 
ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ LΩǾŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ Ǝƻǘ ǳƴŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΦ CƻǊ 
generations bird clubs and birders have taken from 
nature - ƳŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘΦ bƻǿ ƛǘΩǎ Ǉŀȅ-back time. The speed 
and impact of climate change, loss of habitat - as our 
ever-burgeoning population seeks places to live, work 
and play - almost always at the expense of nature, and 
the ever-present chemicals and plastics in our 
countryside are all having an accelerating detrimental 
impact on our wildlife. The very thing that defines us as 
a tribe is under threat and some species are in terminal 
decline. {ƻ LΩƭƭ ōŜ ǎǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻƴ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭ 
conservation - trying to reach what I regard is a healthy 
equilibrium - an hour spent on conservation for every 
ƘƻǳǊ L ǎǇŜƴŘ ōƛǊŘƛƴƎΗ bƻǿ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜΦ 

Let me finish by saying a huge thank you to everyone 
who has been a part of this wonderful club past and 
present. Keep it up!  

  

Chairõs Corner 

Looking back ð hereõs Trevor õs first ôofficial õ Chair õs Corner from the November 2015  edition of The 

Pied Flyer : 

LǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ Ŧŀōǳƭƻǳǎ ŀǳǘǳƳƴ ŦƻǊ ōƛǊŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ bƻǊǘƘ 9ŀǎǘ bƻǊŦƻƭƪΣ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ Ǉǳǘ ƛǘΣ ΨǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ŀǳǘǳƳƴ ōƛǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ 
ƳƛƭƭŜƴƴƛǳƳΩΗ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ǿŀǾŜ ƻŦ ǎŎŀǊŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŀǊŜ ƳƛƎǊŀƴǘǎ ōŜƎŀƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ммth October, the day of the last NENBC 
ƻǳǘŘƻƻǊ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ /ƭŜȅ b²¢Φ ²ŜΩŘ ǎŜŜƴ ŀ ŦŜǿ ōƛǊŘǎ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΣ ŀǎ !ƴŘȅ /ƭŀǊƪŜ ƻǳǊ hǳǘŘƻƻǊ 
Events Coordinator reported on page 5 below, but nothing to compare with the fabulous, confiding and long-
staying Isabelline (Daurian) Shrike, which was found on Beeston Common that afternoon. It was followed, later 
ǘƘŀǘ ŘŀȅΣ ōȅ ŀ tŀƭƭŀǎΩǎ ²ŀǊōƭŜǊ ƴŜŀǊ {ƘŜǊƛƴƎƘŀƳ ŀƴŘ ōȅ ŀ Ƙƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǊŀǊŜ ƳƛƎǊŀƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Ŝŀǎǘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ 
ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǿŜŜƪǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ΨŎŜƭŜōǊƛǘƛŜǎΩ ǘƻ Ƴŀke it onto the NENBC year list included Yellow-browed Warbler, 
Olive-backed Pipit, Red-flanked Bluetail, Rough-legged Buzzard, Great Grey Shrike, Shore Lark & Bluethroat - for 
ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ǎŜŜ tŀǳƭ [ŀǳǊƛŜΩǎ aƻƴǘƘƭȅ wƻǳƴŘ-up from page 12 in this Newsletter. 

With the total number of sightings logged on the club website so far this year approaching the six thousand 
ƳŀǊƪΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ b9b./ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ ōƛǊŘ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎΣ ǊŜŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ 
this area. That, together with a well-attended programme of indoor meetings during the winter months - ǿŜΩǾŜ 
ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ Ǝƻǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΩǎ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘŀƭƪǎ ƻŦŦ ǘƻ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎǘŀǊǘΣ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǿƛǘƘ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ tƻǊǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ !ƴŘȅ 
Clarke - ŀƴŘ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ Ψ.ƛƎ {ƛǘΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /lub Social and Activities Evening, back in May, 
is all evidence that our new club is off to a flying start. 

LŦ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ǎǘƛŎƪǎ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ ŀƛƳǎ Ψǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ 
a love and concern for birds in our area, to share knowledge and information, encourage participation in 
exploring our rich wildlife heritagŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǘƘǊŜŀǘŜƴŜŘ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΦ Χ όǎǘǊƛǾƛƴƎύ 
to be a sociable, inclusive and ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛǾŜ Ŏƭǳō ǿƘƛŎƘ Ǉƭŀȅǎ ŀ Ǿƛǘŀƭ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ōƛǊŘƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩΣ ƛǘ ƴŜŜŘǎ 
to be properly run. As a new club, run on democratic principles, we need to ensure that we have a constitution 
in place to guide our elected committee to use club resources to best effect. You can help us do that by 
attending the December Quiz Night, which starts with a short but essential AGM! Looking forward to seeing you 
all there... 
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By Carol Thornton  
 

Welcome to our  Novem ber  newsletter ! 

October was a busy month for NENBC events. Our annual 
Coordinated Seawatch was on the 11th and a good number 
of members got their listings off to a great start for the 
ŎƭǳōΩǎ ƴŜǿ ǎŜŀǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ōŀŘƎŜ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ ƛŘŜŀƭ 
weather on the day, on this occasion too calm. Write-ups of 
the morning from page 28. We additionally ran one of our 
new Pop-Up Seawatches on the 23rd at Cromer where the 
weather brought on from Storm Benjamin should have been 
ideal. Alas, those of us that braved it could barely stand up 
and ended up squished in the landward side of the North 
Lodge Park shelter seeing very few birds! It was also our 
Autumn Walks Week and we had a good number of 
members who turned out to enjoy these varied enjoyed this 
You can read all about it from page 23. As well as all this we 
delivered the usual mid-week and weekend walks and the 
end of month evening talk; read about them here too. 

Looking forward we are back to our standard offer of events 
for November but get the date in your diary for our 
Christmas Social on the evening of 11th December ς see 
page 15 . This always popular event coincides with our AGM 
for which we will be sending out the obligatory emails next 
ǿŜŜƪΦ ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōƻƻƪ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ƙŀƭƭ ǎƻ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
asking you to get in touch with us with that nearer the time. 

A quick plug for our partner organisation, local wildlife 
conservation charity Felbeck Trust. A few tickets still 
available for their fundraising social event on 21st November 
at Cley Village Hall with local musicians Bandwidth. Details 
on page 14. A worthwhile cause and a good night out!  

Ψ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ [ŜƴǎΩ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ŎƻǾŜǊ ƭŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘ ǿŀǎ ΨDucksΩ 
and we had a great selection to choose. Here are my 
favourites, from the top left, Wigeon [David Griffiths], Teal 
[Mark Clements], Mallard [Doug Cullern], Mandarin [Mark 
again] and Mallard [Steve & Barbara Lines]. For December, 
our theme will be ΨRobinsΩ so get clicking!  

Here on the left are my favourite member photos from 
October, selected from the ones ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ƻƴ ǘƻ 
our monthly NENBC Bird Highlights section of the more 
unusual species. Great Spotted Woodpecker [Jane Crossen], 
Red Kite [Steven & Barbara Lines], Ringed Plover [Richard 
Farrow], Starling [Doug Cullern], Cormorant [Richard 
Farrow]. Thanks all!  

   A Note from the Editor  

 

Welcome to our new members ð look 

forward to seeing you soon!  
 

* Patrick Lott  * Christ ine Parkin *  

* Martin Tickler  *  Sonia Spinks * 
If you have any queries, just drop us an email  

http://www.nenbc.co.uk/
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By Paul Laurie 
 

All records are from the NENBC website and submitted by 
members unless otherwise stated. 

 

October 2025:  A good month for scarce species with records including Grey Phalarope, Glaucous Gull, Little Auk, 
Bearded Tit and Shorelark as well as reasonable numbers of Yellow-browed Warblers. The highlight was a tŀƭƭŀǎΩǎ 
Warbler at Sidestrand. The five-year average for species recorded in October on the club website is 8,600 (2020 ς 
2024). In 2025 there were 8,455 records. The average number of species reported for the same period is 175, in 
October 2025 we recorded 181 species. 

 

Barnacle Goose:  One record of four birds west past 
Sheringham on the 25th of the month. 

White -fronted Goose:  A single east past Weybourne 
Camp on the 19th was the first record of the autumn. 

Whooper Swan:  On the 5th a single flew west at 
Sheringham. On the 7th a group of seven birds moved 
west along the coast being reported from Beeston Bump, 
Sheringham and finally Weybourne. All so on the 7th a 
single adult was photographed flying south-west over 
Saxlingham. The last record of the month was a family of 
four birds seen over Weybourne Camp and  reported 
over Kelling Heath. Photo 1 courtesy of David Griffiths 

Mandarin:  On the 9th a female was present on the 
Dilham Canal. A series of records during the last week of 
the month included coastal records from Cromer East 
Cliff of a female/immature west on the 27th and then on 
the 29th a drake west off Sheringham and then 
Weybourne. On the 30th a female was seen at 
Gunthorpe. Photo 2 courtesy of Steven & Barbara Lines 

Pochard:  An irregular species in the NENBC area and 
only recorded at Felbrigg Park this month. A pair on the 
lake on the 12th and then a flock of eight birds on the 14th 
that left the area in an easterly direction. Photo 3 
courtesy of Trevor Williams 

Velvet Scoter:  On the 7th a bird flew east off Cromer 
East Cliffs. On the 13th 4 ς 5 birds were seen west past 
Cromer East Cliffs then past Sheringham and finally 
Weybourne.  

Long -tailed Duck:  During the last week of the month 
one - two birds were seen offshore  at Weybourne & 
Sheringham with a drake west off Weybourne on the 
31st.  

Coot:  On the 12th a calling bird was recorded via Noc-Mig over Sheringham. 

Red-necked Grebe:  Between the 14th and 27th singles were recorded on the coast between Mundesley & 
Weybourne.  

Whimbrel:  A late bird was seen flying west with Curlew on the 10th at Weybourne. 

Ruff:  One ς two birds recorded on pig fields at Saxlingham from the 8th until the 31st. 

 

 

NENBC Bird Highlights ð October  202 5  

å 8,455 individual  records  covering 181 bird 

species were added in October  

1 

2 

3 
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Purple Sandpiper:  From the 5th until the 30th a single 
was reported by eleven members on the coastal protection 
rocks at Sheringham. Photo 4 courtesy of Mark Clements 

Woodcock:  Migrants were seen at Cromer East Cliffs on 
the 18th, Weybourne on the 20th, Happisburgh on the 21st, 
two at Weybourne on the 28th and one on the 31st around 
Weybourne Camp.  

Jack Snipe:  One report of a bird on Sheringham Golf 
Course on the 15th of the month.  

Grey Phalarope:  Two birds present off Weybourne & 
Weybourne Camp on the 25th & 26th and a single offshore 
at Mundesley on the 27th of the month.  

Sabineõs Gull:  An unaged bird was reported off 
Sheringham on the 10th.  

Glaucous Gull:  A juvenile was found at Weybourne on 
the 26th and was present the next day then on the 28th two 
birds were seen at both Sheringham and Weybourne. Photo 
5 courtesy of Geoff Snelson 

Little Auk:  Several reports between the 25th & 30th that 
may relate to just two birds moving east and west along the 
coast between Mundesley & Weybourne Camp. Four 
sighting were reported from Sheringham on the 27th. Photo 
6 courtesy of Mark Clements 

Puffin : One west at Mundesley on the 24th was the only 
report.  

Leachõs Petrel: One east on the 27th off Weybourne.  

Cattle Egret:  Two birds appeared around Felbrigg Park 
Lake on the 27th and were present until the 31st at least.  
Photo 7a courtesy of Ken Thornton and inset 7b with frog, 
Andrew Crossley 

Great White Egret:  On the 1st four birds passed east at 
Weybourne and inland at Saxlingham on the 21st a group of 
three birds flew south at 10.30am. 

Hen Harrier:  A male present on Beeston Common on the 
7th ŀƴŘ ŀ άǊƛƴƎǘŀƛƭέ ŦƭŜǿ ǎƻǳǘƘ-west over Cromer on the 11th 
of the month.  

Long -eared Owl:  A roosting bird was found at 
Gunthorpe on the 30th.   

Short -eared Owl: Incoming migrants through the month 
were seen at Weybourne on the 5th, Sheringham on the 
13th, Weybourne Camp on the 19th when two birds were 
also seen at West Runton and finally, for the month, one at 
Sheringham on the 25th.  

Hobby:  One flew east over Beeston Bump on the 6th.  

Ring -necked Parakeet:  On the 19th a bird flew west 
over West Runton village.  

Hooded Crow:  Mundesley was once again home to this bird between the 18th & 21st.  

Bearded Tit:  Typically, mobile in October with four birds at Happisburgh on the 1st and one on the 17th around 
Beeston Common. Photo 8 courtesy of Bob Cobbald  

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
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Shorelark:  On the 27th a bird was found on Weybourne 
Cliffs  and was seen on the 28th and 29th, on the 30th two 
birds were present. Photo 9 courtesy of Mark Clements 

Swallow:  On the 28th a bird was seen over Sheringham 
Golf Course.  

Yellow -browed Warbler:  A great series of records in 
October starting on the 14th with one at Weybourne 
increasing there to three by the 18th and still one bird 
present on the 30th. Beeston Common had singles on the 
15th, 18th and 21st. Sites with single records were 
Muckleburgh Hill on the 15th, Aylmerton on the 16th, 
Trimingham on the 17th and on the 18th birds at Sheringham 
Golf Course/Cemetery. Photo 10 courtesy of Jane Crossen 

PALLASõS WARBLER: A bird found at Sidestrand on the 
19th and present the next day  was twitched by eight club 
members. The ninth record for the club since the first at 
Sheringham on the 11th of October 2015.  All records 
singles; with six records from the north-east coast sites of 
Happisburgh (3), Trimingham (2) and Sidestrand (1). The 
longest staying bird was one at Weybourne Camp 
November 5th ς 8th 2021. Photo 11 courtesy of John 
Hayward 

Lesser Whitethroat:  An eastern race of this species was 
seen on Weybourne Camp on the 28th & 30th.  

Song Thrush:  High count of 59 south-west over 
Saxlingham on the 19th during a substantial thrush 
movement. Photo 12 courtesy of Mark Clements 

Mistle Thrush:  Common and widespread in the club 
area a count of 30 birds around Sheringham Cemetery on 
the 12th easily the highest number recorded during the 
month. Photo 13 courtesy of Jane Crossen 

Redwing:  Small numbers reported from coastal sites 
during the month including a peak of 412 west over Beeston 
Common on the 17th the same day 3200 birds flew west 
over Saxlingham. On the 19th a further 1980 were seen to 
flew south over Saxlingham. Photo 14 courtesy of Jane 
Crossen 

Fieldfare:  At Saxlingham birds seen on Vis-Mig peaked on 
the 17th with 1326 west then on the 19th a further 670 birds 
flew west. Photo 15 courtesy of Jane Crossen 

Ring Ouzel:  Only reports were from Saxlingham with one 
on the 13th and two on the 17th.  

Black Redstart:  On the 12th a bird was found at Bale 
feeding on insects attracted to sugar-beet waste. On the 
24th a bird was found in Sheringham and was still present on 
the 30th. Photo 16 courtesy of Trevor Williams 

Redstart:  On the 6th a bird was found at West Runton and 
on the 8th & 9th a bird frequented Beeston Common. Inland 
a bird was reported around Selbrigg Pond and on the 17th a 
bird was found in Sheringham Cemetery. Photo 17 courtesy 
of Mark Clements   

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 
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Yellow Wagtail:  A late bird was seen at West Runton 
on the 20th of the month. 

Brambling:  One - eight birds reported from many sites 
during the month with high counts of 26 west over 
Beeston Common on the 16th and 57 south over 
Saxlingham on the 19th. Photo 18 courtesy of Andrew 
Crossley 

Hawfinch:  Three birds over Beeston Common on the 
8th and one over Sheringham on the 10th were the only 
records. 

Common Crossbill:  Nine locations recorded birds 
this month; Aylmerton & Beeston Common had the most 
records and Weybourne Heath  the most reliable site. On 
the 1st seven birds were in trees at Saxlingham before 
they flew south and seven birds were over Aylmerton. 
Beeston Common recorded seven on the 8th and eleven 
on the 9th and then 25 on the 18th. The highest count on 
Weybourne Heath was a flock of twenty on the 13th while 
the highest recorded total was 39 east, in three flocks, 
over West Runton on the 19th. A bird flew in off the sea 
at Cromer East Cliffs on the 11th and the furthest inland 
record was of three birds on Buxton Heath on the 16th 
when Aylmerton recorded a flock of ten and a single bird. 
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Three were seen at Selbrigg on the 12th and four over Muckleburgh Hill on the 15th of the month. There were no 
reports in the last week. Photo 19 courtesy of Mark Clements 

Lapland Bunting:  Three records of singles all flying west. On the 9th over Sheringham Golf Course, on the 10th past 
Beeston Regis and on the 15th at Paston.  

Snow Bunting:  One ς two mobile birds present around Weybourne between the 8th and the 12th. On the 19th three 
birds were seen at Happisburgh. One bird Sheringham on the 25th, two birds Weybourne on the 26th and one bird at 
Mundesley on the 27th. On the 28th four birds were feeding on newly sown ground at West Runton by the 30th the 
number had increased to eight birds with five remaining on the 31st. Photo 20 courtesy of Richard Farrow 

 

 

November:  The sea often becomes the focal point in November as the 
gatherings of sea-ducks, divers and grebes increases and scanning through them 
can produce Velvet Scoter and Slavonian Grebe, a species not recorded yet this 
year in the NENBC area. The large flocks of Pink-footed Geese will attract their 
cousins with Bean, White-fronted ŀƴŘ άLesser White-frontedέ ŀƭƭ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦ ! 
northerly blow will see more Little Auks along the coast as well as small numbers 
of shearwaters and skuas. A mild spell of weather may encourage a Hoopoe or 
Pallid Swift to visit, and November is a good month for Red-rumped Swallow 
and wƛŎƘŀǊŘΩǎ tƛǇƛǘ records. Farmland walks are worth the effort with the 
possibility of a άǿƘƛǘŜ-ǿƛƴƎŜŘέ Ǝǳƭƭ in with the pigs or a scarce bunting among 
the feeding finches. If it is to be a Waxwing (library photo courtesy of Mark 
Clements) winter then they will begin to arrive in numbers during November.   

Novem ber : What to look forward to  é.. 
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12-Oct Wigeon 
 

Sheringham Andrew Clarke Nocturnal flight calls (12) over garden, 0340; presumably small 
flock of migrants 

12-Oct Moorhen 1 Sheringham Andrew Clarke Nocturnal flight calls (very loud) over garden, 0127 
12-Oct Coot 1 Sheringham Andrew Clarke Nocturnal flight calls over garden (6), 0010 
12-Oct Oystercatcher 1 Sheringham Andrew Clarke Nocturnal flight calls over garden, 0250 

 
 

 
 

Mediterranean Gull  ð Jane Crossen, Sheringham Cemetery  
 

15-Oct 1 In playing field to the east of the cemetery. Bird 
was ringed but it was disturbed before I could 
get a decent view of the ring. With thanks to MC 
who thinks it could be a German-ringed bird. 
Record shots only unfortunately. 

18-Oct 1 In playing field. Was ringed (silver) but the grass 
is quite long so I couldn't get a good view before 
it flew. 

20-Oct 3 Playing field area. One ringed - really clear view 
of it and I've sent the details to the possible 
ringing site. Will update when I hear back. It's 
possibly a Spanish ringing. 

21-Oct 3 Another ringed bird amongst them. This one was 
definitely different to yesterday's ringed bird as 
it only had a silver ring. Very difficult to see - the 
playing field needs mowing! 

 
 
 

 

 

  

Ringed Bird Highlights  
Just a reminder to folk logging ringed birds on our website. Although we send our data off en masse  to the 

county recorder through BirdTrack uploads, we donõt directly contact ringing coordinators of individual 

projects ð that needs to be down to you if you have a sighting. Project coordinators love to get data on their birds ð after 

all, that is the reason for ringing them - so here is a reminder on how to do it from Chris Lamsdell:  

òPlease report your colour ring birds to the relevant project co-ordinator which can be found through the EU Colour 

Ring website https://cr -birding.org/ . Locally ringed Turnstones stones (red flag three letters starting JAA), Black -

headed Gulls (red rings starting 2C00) and Marsh Tit (white rings 00 -99) can be reported through 

https://iceni.shinyapps.io/sightings/  Metal only rings can be report to the BTO 

https://app.bto.org/euring/lang/pages/rings.jsp ó 
 

Observations from last month é..                  Member Extra!

Noc -Mig Highlights  

Calling all those members out there who dabble in nocturnal recordings of over -flying birds é please do pop 

your confirmed records on the website. They donõt count towards your Star or Green badges but they are an interesting 

addition to our data.  Supporting sonogram images welcome. But what about those off -the-wall identifications the 

analysis software comes up with? The advancements in technology are great but they are a guide rather than a 

definitive ID so you do need to check your recordings yo urself using website databases like Xeno -Canto or BirdNet for 

example. Please donõt log these ôdodgyõ records on the website, but do drop us an email to let us know your best ôif 

onlyõ records of the month!  
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Brent Goose  | άAll West bar 1 (LOST PRESUMABLY!) 2 HOUR SEA WATCH| Russell Page | Weybourne Camp | 18th 

Pink -footed Goose  μ άтллҌ ƛƴ ǎǘǳōōƭŜ ŦƛŜƭŘ ƴŜŀǊ ŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ŀǊŜŀ ƴŜŀǊ /ǊƻǎǘǿƛƎƘǘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ .ŜŜƴ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ 
ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ŦŜǿ ǿŜŜƪǎΦ IŀŘ ǉǳƛŎƪ ǎŎŀƴ ōǳǘ ŘƛŘƴϥǘ ǎŜŜ ŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΦέ μ {ǘŜǾŜƴ ϧ .ŀǊōŀǊŀ [ƛƴŜǎ μ wƛŘƭƛƴƎǘƻƴ μ мтth  

Mute Swan  μ άFlying west. Heard the wing noise before seeing them.  Nice to see something interesting when 
you're just hanging out the washing!έ μ {ǘŜǇƘŀƴƛŜ ²ƛǘƘŀƳ μ bƻǊǘƘ ²ŀƭǎƘŀƳ μ мнth 

Woodpigeon  μ ά2 adults under seed feeder in back garden, juv on windowsill and then flew into the conservatory, 
easily to catch because it had a growth on its beak  ά μ ±ŀƭ {ǘǳōōǎ μ ²ŜȅōƻǳǊƴŜ μ муth 

Great Black -backed Gull  μ άmost gulls have now left the pig fields but the GBBG number is increasing.έ μ tŀǳƭ 
Laurie | Field Dalling & Saxlingham | 8th 

Sandwich Tern  μ άOne west offshore & a second at east end sitting with Black-heads but possibly ill as gaping.έ μ 
Moss Taylor | Weybourne Camp | 28th 

Arctic Skua  μ ά3 hour coordinated seawatch - pale phase adult west and nearly missed as was overhead and then 
flew over town! 3 hour coordinated seawatchέ μ 5ŀǾƛŘ DǊƛŦŦƛǘƘǎ μ {ƘŜǊƛƴƎƘŀƳ μ ммth 

Great Northern Diver  μ άEast with red throated. Very good size comparison. One hour seawatchέ μ WƻƘƴ IǳǊǎǘ μ 
Mundesley | 20th 

Cattle Egret  μ άWith Cattle near Lake ,waited ten years to see this species in our club area ! Many thanks to 
Andrew Crossley for spotting.έ μ 5ƻǳƎ ϧ WŜƴƴȅ /ǳƭƭŜǊƴ μ CŜƭōǊƛƎƎ tŀǊƪ ϧ [ŀƪŜ μ нтth 

 

Cattle Egret  μ άthey spend a considerable amount of time picking ( presumably ) insects off the cattle , while the 
cattle are lying down.έ μ tƘƛƭ .ƻǊƭŜȅ μ CŜƭōǊƛƎƎ tŀǊƪ ϧ [ŀƪŜ μ омst 

Grey Heron  μ άHunting on bank of The Mermaid .έ μ {ǘǳ .ǳŎƪ μ .ǳǊƎƘ-next-Aylsham | 31st ς this one is in as I mis-
ǊŜŀŘ ƛǘ ŀǎ άIǳƴǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŜǊƳŀƛŘέΗ 

Little Owl  μ άReally nice sighting. I heard a lot of alarm calls and I mean, A LOT! It clearly wasn't a Sparrowhawk. 
Something was being mobbed by a Blackbird which saw it off to another tree and then another tree and then 
another tree! Ended up in the south east corner where even the Long-Tailed tits were having a go!! Fascinating. I've 
never seen one there before. Rubbish record shot! But was lucky to get that.έ μ WŀƴŜ /ǊƻǎǎŜƴ μ {ƘŜǊƛƴƎƘŀƳ 
Cemetery | 21st 

Kestrel  μ άon ground in beach car park being annoyed by seven magpie surrounding it, however was not 
intimidated by them and constantly jumped towards the magpies in an effort to persuade them to clear offέ μ tƘƛƭ 
Borley | Weybourne | 10th 

Peregrine μ άmale & female off-shore together - earlier the male went west with fresh Blackbird kill - during 11/2 
hour sea-watchέ μ ¢ǊŜǾƻǊ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎ μ /ǊƻƳŜǊ [ƛƎƘǘƘƻǳǎŜ ϧ 9ŀǎǘ /ƭƛŦŦǎ μ моth 

Member Highs, Lows and Ponderings  

All member comments are taken from the notes section of the website. We are getting a lot more detail on the  

birds and their activities these days which makes these summaries longer, but much richer, so please keep it up 

everyone!  
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Jay μ άAll engaged in hiding acornsέ μ 5ŀǾŜ .ƛƭƭƘŀƳ μ .ŜŜǎǘƻƴ /ƻƳƳƻƴ μ нмst 

Magpie μ άA surprising amount of 'Jay-harassing' taking place by these birdsέ μ 5ŀǾŜ .ƛƭƭƘŀƳ μ .ŜŜǎǘƻƴ /ƻƳƳƻƴ μ 
21st 

Carrion Crow  μ άIncluding a bird with Hooded Crow in its background.έ μ ¢ƻƴȅ tƻǇŜ μ ²ŜȅōƻǳǊƴŜ IŜŀǘƘ μ мсth 

Hooded Crow  μ άA 'I don't believe it ' moment. Our favourite has returned to find it's ash tree no longer available 
so now perching in the adjacent conifer. Now flown south. The conifer is by just north of the yellow salt bin on the 
south high street .έ μ WƻƘƴ IǳǊǎǘ μ aǳƴŘŜǎƭŜȅ μ муth 

Blue Tit  μ άAn amazing total garden/Butts Lane today. 5 together in one birdbath  and 2 in an adjacent water 
feature all at same time.έ μ 5ŀǿƴ ϧ ¢ƛƳ ²ǊƛƎƘǘ μ ¦ǇǇŜǊ {ƘŜǊƛƴƎƘŀƳ μ нфth 

Pallasõs Warbler μ άCracking gem of a bird. Many thanks to the finder. Always a joy to see this little sprite with 

its yellow wing-bars, supercilium, central head stripe and rump!έ μ David Griffiths | Sidestrand | 19th

 

Starling  μ άнрлȄ Rough estimate - hardly any at first but started to drop in over a four-hour period. Some were 
very tired. Lovely birds - we shouldn't ignore the beauty of common birds!έ μ WŀƴŜ /ǊƻǎǎŜƴ μ {ƘŜǊƛƴƎƘŀƳ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ 
| 18 th 

Starling μ άмнтлȄ 1040 west and 230 'in'/west (7 15 to 8 15 am approx). A big day for Starlings coming in 
off/moving today with many, many more seen up until dusk in the Sheringham areaέ μ 5ŀǿƴ ϧ ¢ƛƳ ²ǊƛƎƘǘ μ 
Weybourne Cliffs | 31st 

 

Starling μ άAll overhead from same direction - from north. ?? Connected to large influx noted on morning 
seawatchέ μ {ǘǳ .ǳŎƪ μ .ǳȄǘƻƴ ϧ [ƛǘǘƭŜ Iŀǳǘōƻƛǎ μ омst 

Blackbird  | Very dishevelled F flew across garden, landed on aerial of no 31, clucking vociferously - I suspect it 
had just escaped from a Sparrowhawk attackέ μ ±ŀƭ {ǘǳōōǎ μ ²ŜȅōƻǳǊƴŜ μ ммth 

Song Thrush  μ άmigrant birds , my fav ,greyish backed, striking birdsέ μ .Ǌƛŀƴ {Ƙŀǿ μ ²ŜȅōƻǳǊƴŜ μ нлth 

Mistle Thrush  μ άIn the cemetery  area. I've never seen as many Mistle Thrush in this area as I have this year and 
they've all been very vocal.έ μ WŀƴŜ /ǊƻǎǎŜƴ μ {ƘŜǊƛƴƎƘŀƳ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ μ нмst  
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WhatsApp group for general NENBC communications 

Mobile numbers required to sign up! 

This new group has been set up so we have a means of 
contacting members quickly and easily without going through 
ǘƘŜ ŜƳŀƛƭ κ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ǊƻǳǘŜΦ ²Ŝ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƭƛƪŜ ΧΦ 

 sending out reminders a day or two before scheduled 
club events 

 letting folk know where we are running a short-notice 
ΨtƻǇ-¦ǇΩ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ  

 advising to any last-minute changes to scheduled 
events  

Unlike the other WhatsApp groups, this one will be set up so 
that only the Admins can send messages out; ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿƻƴΩǘ 
be able to respond Ǿƛŀ ƛǘ ǎƻ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ 
on it. It ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ōƛǊŘ ŀƭŜǊǘ ǎƻ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŘǳǇƭƛŎŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ 
purposes of our other two. 

If you are interested in signing up, then please let Carol have 
your mobile number. Please be aware that like all WhatsApp 
groups, your number will be visible to all those on the group 
¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ƘƛŘŜ ǘƘŜƳΦ 
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Overview     General Walks Information  
 

 Talks on the last Thursday 

evening of the month at 

Gresham Village Hall from 

Sep-Nov and Jan-Apr, also 

available live via Zoom  

 Walks around Felbrigg Park 

on the 3rd  Wednesday 

morning of the month Sep -Jul 

 Varied monthly weekend 

walks and the odd evening 

one from Sep-Jul 

 Special events including:  

 Coordinated Seawatch  

 Walks Weeks  

 Christmas Social & AGM  

 New Yearõs Day Birding 
Challenge  

 NENBC Big Sit  

 Global Big Bird Day 

activities  

 Birding for Beginners 

Course  

 Short-notice themed ôpop-

upõ sessions 

Car-sharing is always 

encouraged, or even better, 

walking or cycling . 

 
 

General Talks Info  
 

  

 

Whatõs On?  

General Event Information  ð please see our website or ôupcoming eventsõ 

in this newsletter for fuller details  of what we have on offer  

 

Please wear clothing suitable to conditions  - footpaths can be muddy at 

any time of the year . 

YOUNG PEOPLE:  Children are always welcome if accompanied by 

well -behaved adults and we would be happy to see young members  

aged 16 and 17 attend unaccompanied with prior written consent from a 

parent or guardian who has also supplied a phone number where they 

can be contacted in an emergency.   

DOGS:  We regret no dogs . 

EQUIPMENT:  Binoculars are always recommended to gain full 

enjoyment from your birding and for some of our walks , a scope is 

definitely useful but donõt forget youõll have to carry it!  

ACCESSIBILITY : Unfortunately most of our walks arenõt suitable for 

wheelchair users but please do contact us on nenbc@aol.co.uk  to see 

which of our events are or could be adapted to be so. 

BADGES:  Birds seen on club -area walks count towards individual Star 

badges & if you walk or cycle from home, they also count towards your 

Eco-Badges. 

BOOKING:  For the Felbrigg Park Walks no booking is required so just 

turn up on the day if you fancy it, although it is always nice to know to 

expect you so feel free to let us know! For the other, generally weekend, 

walks , and Walks Week, we sometimes require advance booking and if 

this is the case it will say so on our publicity  

LOCATION: Our indoor events are benerally held at Gresham Village Hall and unless otherwise stated they 

start at 7:30pm. Most are also available live v ia Zoom. The postal address is East Beckham Road, Gresham, 

Norfolk, NR11 8RT but note the published postcode might not take you to exactly the right spot! If you are 

coming through Aylmerton and Lower Gresham, turn right by the church (just after the school) and the hall is on 

your left. If you are coming through Gresham, turn left at  the church (just before the school) and the hall is on 

your left. If you are dropping down from East Beckham, the hall is on your right opposite the church.  

AT THE HALL:  Those of you attending in -person at the hall for our regular evening talks can expect a selection 

of home-made cakes plus tea, coffee, hot chocolate, wine and cold drinks during the interval and of course the 

chance to socialise with other members. We can cater for gluten -free or other requirements if you let us know in 

advance. We have a 2nd hand ônatural worldõ book stall for you to purchase from / contribute your no-longer -

required stock to, supplies of our club publications to buy (includin g our annual bird reports), a display of 

member photos and details on our upcoming events. We are happy to offer membersõ old birding equipment for 

sale at our events (or in our newsletter) with a contribution going to club funds.  

NO BOOKING REQUIRED  BUTé: It is always nice to know if you are coming to an evening talk but by no 

means essential so if it takes your fancy on the evening, please just turn up as we would love to see you! If you 

want the Zoom link though, you will need to let us know in advance!  

ACCESSIBILITY:  The hall is wheelchair accessible. The level car park at the hall is shingle but we can reserve a 

space next to the entrance if you need it.  

PARKING:  Access to the hall car park is off East Beckham Road, opposite the church. There is additional 

parking on the road along the side of the church itself and an overflow car park has kindly been offered to us by 

Gresham Village School. The school car park is  located on Cromer Road to the left of the school as you face it 

and at the left -hand end of the row of houses ð about a 300m walk from the hall. Please park considerately to 

allow maximum number of cars in the car parks and on the road but with en ough space for passing traffic to be 

able to get through, including agricultural vehicles. We can send you a map of the locality on request.  
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Upcoming  Events  
 

In the coming weeks we have a couple of our regular 
Felbrigg Park Walk s, a monthly mid-week favourite, an 
early November trip out of area to the popular RSPB 

Titchwell Marsh Nature Reserve  followed by 
Holkham Estate in December. Our Novem ber 

Evening Talk  this month is about Bird Migration from 
the ever-popular Aldina Franco. 5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ 
date in your diaries for our Christmas Social and 

AGM  which this year is on Thursday 11th December. 
Look forward to seeing you at these events soon. 
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Felbrigg Park Monthly Walk 
9:00am to 11:00am 

with Trevor Williams  
 

This sociable walk caters for all levels of birding ability so 
come and give us a try. We take a leisurely stroll around 
the park and lake, route dependent on the local bird and 
other wildlife recently reported or likely to be present on 
the day. We see around 40 bird species on an average 
ƽċũťШċŰĬШĲƻĲŰШŸŰШƣőĲШћƽŸƖƚƣќШŸŉШĬċǃƚШůŸƖĲШƣőċŰШΟΜЮШ ŰĬШ

there is a café stop at the end of the walk. 
 

20th November  | 17th December  
 

Please come and join us on the 3rd Wednesday of the 
month (except August), you would be most welcome! 

 

 §Ш7§§uf ]ШÅEÄќ? | PARK & MEET: Main Felbrigg Hall 
car park т free for National Trust members | DISTANCE: 2 
miles | ACCESSIBILITY: Not suitable for wheelchair users 
but could be for those with limited mobility т please get 

on touch. | FACILITIES: Café and loos at the Hall  | 
BADGES: In area so all appropriate individual records 

count towards club badges. 
 

Holkham Estate 10th Anniversary Walk  
with Janice Darch  and other Com members  

Sunday 7th November | 9:00am to 1:00pm 
 

ìĲќũũШĤĲШĦőĲĦťŔŰŊШŸƨƣШƣőĲШĤĲċĦőЯШĬŸŔŰŊШċШĤŔƣШŸŉШ
seawatching from the dunes, scanning the fields around 
xċĬǃШ ŰŰĲќƚШ?ƖŔƻĲШċŰĬШŸĤƚĲƖƻŔŰŊШŉƖŸůШƣőĲШőŔĬĲƚЮШìĲШШ

hope to see Shore Larks and Snow Buntings, seabirds, 
ducks and geese.  

 

NO 7§§uf ]ШÅEÄќ? | PARK & MEET: xċĬǃШ ŰŰĲќƚШ?ƖŔƻĲШ
and meet at the café The Lookout at the far end of the 

drive. Parking fee £7-£13.50 | DISTANCE: approx 3 miles |  

ACCESSIBILITY: Some of the walk is on paths and 
boardwalks but some will be on sand and uneven terrain 
so not suitable for wheelchair users or those with limited 
mobility. | FACILITIES: Toilets are available and there is a 

café. | BADGES:  ŸƣШŔŰШƣőĲШĦũƨĤШċƖĲċШƚŸШƚƓĲĦŔĲƚШĦċŰќƣШ
count toward club badges this time т sorry! 
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ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ  ¢ƘŜ ²ŀƴŘŜǊƛƴƎ ²ƘŜƭƪ ƛƴ /ƘŀǇŜƭ ¸ŀǊŘΣ IƻƭǘΣ bwнр сID 
  

Christmas Social 

and AGM  
 

 

Come and join us  

f or a lovely  

sociable evening  

i n the lead up to Christmas!  

 

Thursday 11 th  December  

7:30pm to 10:00pm  

Gresham Village Hall  

 
If you havenõt already, get the date in your diaries! 

  

The Annual General Meeting element will additionally be 

available online via Zoom but the rest of the evening will be 

hall -based.  

  

Weõll get the business side of things sorted first as we start the 

evening off with our AGM, a chance to vote on various aspects of 

the club and to listen to a Review of 2025 with outgoing Chair 

Trevor Williams.  

  

THOSE WHO ATTEND AT THE HALL IN  PERSON can later enjoy the 

fun of our CHRISTAMS SOCIAL EVENT which will consist of a light -

hearted QUIZ from last yearõs winning team Kirsty, Tim, Stu and 

John  along with a HOT AND COLD BUFFET AND DRINKS. We will 

have team tables spread out in the large hall, there will be 

prizes available and party hats are very much encouraged 

throughout.  

  

 We will need ADVANCE BOOKING for both the hall and the Zoom 

bit nearer the time.  

http://www.nenbc.co.uk/
mailto:nenbc@aol.co.uk
https://www.google.co.uk/maps/place/The+Wandering+Whelk/@52.907086,1.0877773,71m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m14!1m7!3m6!1s0x47d76fa96ffd4689:0xa3b3737ca0688c47!2sThe+Wandering+Whelk!8m2!3d52.9071866!4d1.0880126!16s%2Fg%2F11fq6_f0k9!3m5!1s0x47d76fa96ffd4689:0xa3b3737ca0688c47!8m2!3d52.9071866!4d1.0880126!16s%2Fg%2F11fq6_f0k9!5m1!1e1?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MTAwMS4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
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By Alan Stevens 

 

{ǝƭƭ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ млǘƘ !ƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ¸ŜŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘǎ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƻŦ ƳƛƎǊŀǝƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ 
!ŦǊƛŎŀ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¦YΣ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ hŎǘƻōŜǊ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ǿŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜŘ aŀǊǝƴ ¢ƛŎƪƭŜǊ 
ǿƘƻ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŀƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ǎǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎΣ 
IƻǳǎŜ aŀǊǝƴǎΣ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ ƘŀŘ ŀ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘŀƭƪ ōŜŦƻǊŜΦ 

aŀǊǝƴϥǎ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎ ŀǘ /ƛǊŜƴŎŜǎǘŜǊ !ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻƴ ŎŀǧƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜŜǇ 
ǎǘŀǝƻƴǎ ƛƴ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΦ hƴ Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¦YΣ ƘŜ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ DŀƳŜ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀƴŎȅ όƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ DŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ 
/ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴ ¢Ǌǳǎǘύ ŀǎ ŀ ǘǊŀƛƴŜŜ DŀƳŜ /ƻƴǎǳƭǘŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŜƴǘ Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǎǘŜǊƴ /ƻǳƴǝŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ 
ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ ǘƻ CǊŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ 5ŜƴƳŀǊƪΦ !ƭǿŀȅǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ Ƙƛǎ Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ IƻǳǎŜ aŀǊǝƴǎ 
ōŜƎŀƴ ƻǾŜǊ пл ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻ ǿƘŜƴ ŀ ǇŀƛǊ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ǘƻ ƴŜǎǘ ŀǘ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻǧŀƎŜ ƛƴ {ǳũƻƭƪΦ [ŀǎǘ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻƭƻƴȅ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜŘ ƻŦ оп 
ǇŀƛǊǎ ƛƴ ŀ ƳƛȄǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŀǊǝŬŎƛŀƭ ƴŜǎǘǎΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ .¢h IƻǳǎŜ aŀǊǝƴ {ǳǊǾŜȅ ŀƴŘ ƴŜǎǘ 
ǊŜŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǿ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜǎ ǘƻ IƻǳǎŜ aŀǊǝƴ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴ ¦Y ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ǳũƻƭƪ .ƛǊŘǎ DǊƻǳǇ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ǘƻ 
ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŘŜŎƭƛƴƛƴƎ ōƛǊŘǎΦ 

 

 

²ƛǘƘ пл ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ aŀǊǝƴ ƘŀŘ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƻ ǊŜƭŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǉǳƛŎƪ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ 
Ia όIƻǳǎŜ aŀǊǝƴύ ƴŜǎǘǎΣ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŀǊǝŬŎƛŀƭΣ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ Ŏƻƭƻƴȅ ƴŜǎǘŜǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ΨǘƘŜ ƳǳŘ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΩ 
ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ōǊŜŜŘƛƴƎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǿŀȅΦ Iƛǎ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǎǘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ǎƘƻǿ мǎǘ aŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ƭŀǘŜǊ ōǊƻƻŘǎ ƅŜŘƎƛƴƎ ƛƴ 

¢ƘŜƴ

bƻǿΧ

bƻǿ

Last Monthõs Evening Talk 

House Martin Conservation  

Note to Zoomers:  I am sorry that 

the sound wasnõt so good at the start 

of this monthõs talk. We resolved the 

issue it would appear by using 2 

mics and those that stayed reported 

back that this made a big difference. 

If it was your first time Zooming with 

us and you opted out, I hope your 

experience wonõt make it your last! 

http://www.nenbc.co.uk/
mailto:nenbc@aol.co.uk
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hŎǘƻōŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊΦ IŜ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ia ŀǊŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ Ŏƭƛũ ƴŜǎǘŜǊǎ ōŜƴŜŀǘƘ ƻǾŜǊƘŀƴƎǎ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ 
ƴƻǿ ŦŀǊ ƳƻǊŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ǳƴŘŜǊ ƻǾŜǊƘŀƴƎǎ ƻƴ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŦŀǾƻǳǊŜŘ ǎǇƻǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ŀ ƎŀōƭŜ ǿŀƭƭ 
ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ ŀŘƧƻƛƴǎ ǎŀȅ ŀ ŎƘƛƳƴŜȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǎǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ΨǎǘǳŎƪΩ ǘƻ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǎƛŘŜǎΦ IŜ ǘƻƭŘ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘŜȄǘǳǊŜŘ ǿŀƭƭ Ǉŀƛƴǘ ƻũŜǊǎ 
ŀƴ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ ƛƴ ƎǊƛǇ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƭŀǇǎŜ ƻŦ ŦŜǿŜǊ ƴŜǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƎŀǾŜ ǝǇǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŀŎƛƴƎ ƻŦ 
ŀǊǝŬŎƛŀƭ ƴŜǎǘǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ  ǎǳŶŎƛŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŀƭƭƻǿ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ƴŜǎǘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴΦ !ƴ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴŀƭ ǝǇ ǿŜ 
ǿŜǊŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ǘŜƳǇǘ Iaǎ ƛƴǘƻ ŀǊǝŬŎƛŀƭ ƴŜǎǘǎ ōȅ ƛƳƛǘŀǝƴƎ Ǉƻƻ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜ ƘƻƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎƘŀƭƪ ƳŀǊƪ ς ŎƭŜǾŜǊ 
ƛŘŜŀ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƎƛǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǎǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǳǎŜŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜΦ !ǊǝŬŎƛŀƭ ƴŜǎǘǎ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ƳƻŘƛŬŜŘ ǘƻ 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ ǎǘŜǇ ōŜƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜΦ hƴ Ŏƭƛũ ŦŀŎŜǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƘŜŎƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ΨŎǊǳƳōƭƛƴŜǎǎΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŜǎǘǎ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƭƻǎŜ ŀŘƘŜǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǳǊ ƛǎ ǊŜǇƭƛŎŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƭǎ ƻŦ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎΦ 

 

aŀǊǝƴ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǘǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ IaΣ ŀǘ Ƙƻǿ ƳŀƭŜǎ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘŀƛƭ ŦŜŀǘƘŜǊǎ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ Ǉƛƴ ǿƘŜƴ ŀǧǊŀŎǝƴƎ ŀ ƳŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ 
Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƛǊ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ŀ ƴŜǎǘ ǎƛǘŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ 

aƻǾƛƴƎ ƻƴΣ ƻǳǊ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ƻǳǊ ŀǧŜƴǝƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǎǝƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ 
ƻŦ IaǎΦ ! ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴǘ ƭŜǾŜƭƭŜŘ ŀǘ Iaǎ ŀƴŘ {ǿŀƭƭƻǿǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǎǎ ǘƘŜȅ 
ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘǊƻǇǇƛƴƎǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏŀƴ ƭŜŀŘ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅ 
ƴŜǎǘǎΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƴƻǘ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƻŘŀȅ ŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘΦ ! ŘǊƻǇǇƛƴƎǎ ōƻŀǊŘ 
ōŜƴŜŀǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǎǘǎ Ŏŀƴ ƳƛƴƛƳƛǎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǊŘ Ƴǳǎǘ ōȅ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŜŘ 
ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƎŀǇ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ƛǘǎ ōŀŎƪ ŜŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƭ ƻǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜ ǘƘŜ Iaǎ 
ǿƛƭƭ ōǳƛƭŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǊŘΗ 

.ƛǊŘǎ ǊŜǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ŜŀǊƭȅΣ ƻƊŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƴŜǎǘκƴŜǎǘ ǎƛǘŜΣ ǳǎŜ ƻƭŘ ƴŜǎǘǎ ŀǎ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊ ǳƴǝƭ ŎƻƴŘƛǝƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ƻǇǝƳŀƭ ŦƻǊ 
ōǊŜŜŘƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǊŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǎƭŜŜǇΣ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƛǘΦ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ƴŜǎǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ му ²ǊŜƴǎ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ƴŜǎǘΦ aŀǊǝƴ ǘƻƭŘ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ Iaǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎƭȅ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƻƴ 
ƴŜǿ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘǎ ǎǝƭƭ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŀ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ ƳǳŘ ŦƻǊ ƴŜǎǘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ 
ƘƻǳǎŜǎΣ ƭŀŎƪƛƴƎ ŜŀǾŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǳƴǎǳƛǘŀōƭŜΦ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƻǳǘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘƻǇǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƊŜǊƴƻƻƴ ǘƻ ŀƭƭƻǿ 
ǘƘŜ ƳǳŘ ǘƻ ŘǊȅΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ƛǎ ŘŜŦŜƴŘŜŘΦ aǳŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŜǎǎŜƴǝŀƭ 

http://www.nenbc.co.uk/
mailto:nenbc@aol.co.uk
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ƛƴƎǊŜŘƛŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ƴŜǎǘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōƛǊŘǎ ŬƴŘ ƛǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊƎƛƴǎ 
ƻŦ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΣ ǇƻƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǊƛǾŜǊǎΣ ŦŀǊƳȅŀǊŘǎΣ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ 
ǎƛǘŜǎ όŀǎ ŀōƻǾŜύ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŀƴȅǿƘŜǊŜ ŀ ƘƻǇŜŦǳƭƭȅ ǊŜƭƛŀōƭŜ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ 
Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘΦ aŀǊǝƴ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǝŎŜŘ ǳƴŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ŀƴ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ 
Iaǎ ǇƛŎƪƛƴƎ ƳǳŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŀ ŘǊƛǇǇƛƴƎ ŎǊƻǇ ǎǇǊŀȅŜǊ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƘŜ 
ǊǳƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ Ψ²Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇǊŀȅŜǊΚΩ aŀǊǝƴ ǎǘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ 
Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ Iaǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōǊŜŜŘƛƴƎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ōȅ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ ƻŦ ƳǳŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ 
ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŀ ŘǊȅ ǎǇŜƭƭΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ƴŜǎǘ ƴŜŀǊōȅΦ 
hōǾƛƻǳǎƭȅΣ ŎƭŀȅπōŀǎŜŘ ƳǳŘ ƛǎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǎŀƴŘΦ hƭŘ ƴŜǎǘǎ ŀǊŜ 
ǊŜŀŘƛƭȅ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇŀƛǊŜŘΦ bŜǎǝƴƎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǘŀƪŜǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻǾŜǊ 
мл Řŀȅǎ ƻǊ ǎƻ ƛƴ ƎƻƻŘ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊΦ hǾŜǊ Ƙƛǎ пл ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ 
aŀǊǝƴ Ƙŀǎ ǎŜŜƴ ōǊƻƻŘǎ ƻŦ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ м ŀƴŘ р ǿƛǘƘ ƭŀǘŜǊ ōǊƻƻŘǎ 
ōŜƛƴƎ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ƭŀǘŜǊ ŀǊǊƛǾŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΣ ŀǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΣ ƛǎ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ŘŜǇŜƴŘŀƴǘΦ  

Ia ƴŜǎǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǳǎŎŜǇǝōƭŜ ǘƻ ƛƴǾŀǎƛƻƴ ōȅ IƻǳǎŜ {ǇŀǊǊƻǿǎ ŀƴŘ 
.ƭǳŜ ¢ƛǘǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀŘƻǇǘ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƴŜǎǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǇǊŜŘŀǘŜŘ 
ōȅ DǊŜŀǘπ{ǇƻǧŜŘ ²ƻƻŘǇŜŎƪŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǧŀŎƪǎ ōȅ DƻǎƘŀǿƪǎ ƘŀǾŜ 
ōŜŜƴ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀƴǝπōŀŎǘŜǊƛŀƭ 
ǇǊƻǇŜǊǝŜǎ ƻŦ ǿƘƛǘŜ ŦŜŀǘƘŜǊǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ 
ƴŜǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ aŀǊǝƴ ƘŀŘ ƴƻǝŎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŦŜŀǘƘŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ 
ōŜƛƴƎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘǎƛŘŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǎƘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ƭƻǊǊƛŜǎ 
ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǝƴƎ ŎƘƛŎƪŜƴǎ ς ƻƴŜ ƻŦ Ƴŀƴȅ ƭƛǧƭŜ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴǎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘΦ 

5ǊŀǿƛƴƎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǘŀƭƪ aŀǊǝƴ Ǌŀƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ 
ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŦŀŎǘǎ ǘƻ ǊƻǳƴŘ ƻũ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǎǝƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ IaǎΣ 
ƛƴŎǳōŀǝƻƴ ƛǎ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƻǳǘ ōȅ ōƻǘƘ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǎƘƻǊǘ нл ƳƛƴǳǘŜ 
ǎƘƛƊǎΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ŎŀǊǊȅ ŜƎƎǎƘŜƭƭǎ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǎǘΣ 
ƅŜŘƎƛƴƎ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎ ŀǘ нпκр ŘŀȅǎΣ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŎƘƛŎƪǎ ŀǊŜ ŘƛǎǇƻǎŜŘ 
ƻŦΣ ǾƻŎŀƭ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛŎƪǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ŦƻƻŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ƅŜŘƎŜ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŀǊŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ƻǳǘ ƻƴŜ ŀǘ ŀ 
ǝƳŜ ƻƴ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘ ǘǊƛǇΣ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ 
ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ōŀŎƪ ōȅ ƻƴŜ ŀŘǳƭǘ ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǎǘ 
ŦƻǊ ƛŘŜƴǝŬŎŀǝƻƴΦ !ŘŘ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭ L5 ǝǇǎΣ ǘƘŜ ōƭŀŎƪ ǎǇƻǘ 
ƻƴ ŦŜƳŀƭŜǎ ǊǳƳǇ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜǎ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ōǊŜŜŘƛƴƎ ŎȅŎƭŜΣ ƧǳǾŜƴƛƭŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǿƘƛǘŜ ǿƛƴƎ ōŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǇƘƻǘƻ ƻŦ 
ŦŜŜŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀŘŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƻ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǘƘƛǎ ǘŀƭƪ ǿŀǎ ǇŀŎƪŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ŀ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ 
ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƻ ǊŜƭŀǘŜ ƘŜǊŜΦ 

aŀǊǝƴ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ΨIƻǳǎŜ aŀǊǝƴ 
/ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴ ¦Y ϧ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ƭƻƴƎπǝƳŜ 
ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜǊΦ [ƛƪŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǝƴƎ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴǎ ƘŜ ƎŀǾŜ 
Ƙƛǎ ǝƳŜ ŦǊŜŜ ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǳǎΣ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŜȄǇŜƴǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ Řƻƴŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ 
ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊƛǘȅΦ IŜ ƎŀǾŜ ǳǎ ŀƴ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ǿƘŜǊŜ L ŦŜŜƭ ƘŜ ƎŀǾŜ ǳǎ ŀƴ 
ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ƛƴǎƛƎƘǘ ƛƴǘƻ IƻǳǎŜ aŀǊǝƴǎ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎΣ 
ƳŀŘŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǝƴƎ ōȅ Ƙƛǎ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ 
ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎƳŀǧŜǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƘǳƳƻǳǊ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘΗ 

ôHouse Martin Conservation UK and Ireland is a registered 

charity dedicated to the care and protection of these Red List 

birds with an aim of raising awareness of the species in 

communities and encouraging action to improve their nesting 

opportunities. Not limited to the UK, the charity also has an 

international vision gathering data on all factors affecting the 

fortunes of these wonderful little Hirundines'  
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²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ Ŏƭǳō ƳŜƳōŜǊ 5ŀǾƛŘ bƻǊǘƘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ŀƎŀƛƴ 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΣ ǎƛƎƴƛƴƎ ŎƻǇƛŜǎ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƴŜǿ ōƻƻƪ ƻƴ /ƭŜȅ ϧ {ŀƭǘƘƻǳǎŜ 
aŀǊǎƘŜǎΦ 
 

5ŀǾƛŘ Ƙŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎƻǇƛŜǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ 
ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ǘƻ b9b./ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀǘ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŘƛǎŎƻǳƴǘ ǇǊƛŎŜ 
ƻŦ ϻмр ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǳǘǳƳƴΩǎ ƛƴŘƻƻǊ 
ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎΦ 9ŀŎƘ ŎƻǇȅ ǎƻƭŘ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ Řƻƴŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ b9b./ ƻŦ ϻм ŀƴŘ 
ŀƭƭ ǇǊƻŬǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ bƻǊŦƻƭƪ ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ¢ǊǳǎǘΩǎ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴ 
ǿƻǊƪ ŀǘ /ƭŜȅ ŀƴŘ {ŀƭǘƘƻǳǎŜ aŀǊǎƘŜǎΦ 
 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ȅŜǘ Ǝƻǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŀƴŘǎ ƻƴ ŀ ŎƻǇȅΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŜǎƛǘŀǘŜ ς ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ 
ƭƻǾŜƭȅ ōƻƻƪ ŀƴŘ 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ 
ƎǊŜŀǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘΗ   
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By Dave Billham 
 

!ŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ŘƻǿƴǇƻǳǊΣ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƭŘ ǘƘǊŜŀǘ 
of drizzle for the October walk posed no problem, and 
sure enough the turn-out of members willing to defy the 
weather was much improved. A total of eighteen 
members gathered in the car park, including Jane, new 
to the club and on her first walk, accompanied by Joy, a 
long-standing member. Many of us were wondering 
what October would bring; so far, autumn migration 
movements had been slow in coming, but perhaps, with 
a touch of east in the wind, today would be different. As 
it turned out, we sighted six species we had not yet seen 
in 2025, and one species not seen on a Wednesday walk 
since I started keeping the records, so all in all, a good 
result for the allotted two hours. 

Trevor was leading the walk, and we once again had 
/ŀǊƻƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎ ōŀŎƪ-stop to ensure we lost no-one 
along the way. As Trevor briefed us, we were keeping an 
eye on what was in and over the car park; Robin, Rook, 
Jackdaw, Woodpigeon, Wren, Pied Wagtail and 
Blackbird were all noted, as was a group of thee Herring 
Gull over followed by a small flock of Starling; 
surprisingly, the first time we had recorded this species 
since the March walk. The decision had been made to 
try to cover a variety of habitat in the course of the two 
hours, so we started by heading into the woods behind 
the house. 

A lone Blue Tit on the house parapet, which 
immediately dropped out of sight, was the first species 
added to the list, rapidly followed by a pair of Chaffinch 
in the top of a tall tree. Closer examination revealed 
there were other birds with  them, and production of a 
scope discovered what we had been hoping for; a few 
Brambling with the Chaffinch. Pausing to watch for a 
while, we could see that there were around a dozen 
Brambling all told, a good start indeed. As we were 
checking them out, four Redwing flew overhead; 
hooray, more arrivals. Next on the list, and also at the 
top of a tall tree, was a lone Collared Dove, the first 
record of this species this year. Further into the woods, 
Val caught a glimpse of a Great Spotted Woodpecker as 
it swapped trees; brief, but on the list.  

Emerging into an open riding, we saw Carrion Crow, and 
could hear the calls of Nuthatch; these latter were then 
seen moving around the lower branches of some 
scrubby bushes. As we watched them we could also 
hear some piercing alarm calls, which turned out to be 
Coal Tit, though what was disturbing them could not be 

determined. A Skylark passed over us, calling as it did 
so, as did more Redwing. One keen-eyed member 
spotted Goldcrest on the edge of the trees, another 
species seen for the first time on a Wednesday walk 
since the start of 2025. A Cormorant passed over us on 
its way to the lake, as did a flock of Goldfinch, though 
they did not appear to be heading for the lake! By now 
ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ {ŜȄǘƻƴΩǎ [ƻŘƎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ƳƻǾŜŘ 
back into the woods, where we found Great Tit. Some 
also heard the call of a Jay ς though some did not, as 
they were too busy chatting, myself included.  

Further into the woods a Treecreeper was seen, and a 
further Redwing in a tree. Also in a tree, though this 
time a dead one, was a male Pheasant, looking 
resplendent in his isolation.  

 

Emerging onto the path above the water meadows Teal 
and Moorhen were observed on the scrapes, along with 
another Jay, a visible one this time. Descending down 
the gentle slope to the lake, we added to the list those 
birds we could see on the water; Mallard, Gadwall and 
Mute Swan. A Grey Heron was stood motionless over 
on the far bank, waiting for something edible to appear, 
and a few Black-headed Gull were patrolling the lake 
margins. A shout from Trevor alerted us to a single 
Wigeon, which was circling the beck in the distance, 
before dropping down and being lost to sight. This was 
another species noted for the first time this year. A few 
keen ears picked up the song of a Mistle Thrush, and a 
Kestrel was watched as it hovered over the water 
meadows. As it turned out, this was to be the only 
raptor we saw on the walk, as amazingly even the ever-
regular Buzzard were remaining obstinately out of sight, 
probably due to the weather.  

Last Month õs Mid -Week Wa lk  

Felbrigg Park | Wednesday 15th October  
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Next on the list was a Common Gull as it passed over 
the lake, followed by some Long-tailed Tit; a small flock 
being seen actively looking for food in the lakeside 
trees.  

 

 

Reaching the end of the dam wall, we turned onto the 
ǇŀǘƘ ōƻǊŘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊΩǎ ŜŘƎŜΦ {ǳŘŘŜƴƭȅ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ 
brief, explosive call from the bushes; /ŜǘǘƛΩǎ ²ŀǊōƭŜǊ! 
Despite staying awhile, it refused to appear and also 
remained silent; that two second burst was all we were 
going to get. Trevor revealed that he had had a similar 
experience during the waterbird count. This was the 
first sighting of this elusive-though-loud warbler since I 
started keeping the walk records five years ago. 

 

Further along the lake bank a flock of twenty or so 
Siskin were seen, and a few obligingly perched in the 
open in a tree on the opposite bank of the lake, allowing 
time for a scope to be erected so that those who were 
unfamiliar with these winter arrivals could get a good 
look. Trying to get those with binoculars onto them 
proved to be much harder, with a good few minutes-
worth of directions required, but get them there we did! 
This was yet another species sighted for the first time 
this year.  

 

Further on, a few thin squeaks alerted some to a passing 
Meadow Pipit. With time running out we were now 
headed up towards the house, but passing some bushes 
favoured by Stonechat, one member thought she had 
spotted one. We stopped to search, and managed to 
pick up a Magpie, but the chat was not found. As a 
consolation, we did find three Greenfinch in the scrub 
by the beck. Resuming our route back to the house we 
picked up our last species for the walk; a very, very 
distant flock of Pink-footed Geese, yet another first for 
the year. 

Back at the house we got together to be told by Carol of 
ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƭƪǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΩǎ 
total was revealed; a creditable 44 species seen and 
heard, not too bad for two hours on a grey morning. To 
be fair, however, this time we did remain dry, unlike the 
previous month. The café was beckoning for those who 
wanted coffee and cake; unfortunately I had a previous 
commitment and had to miss this opportunity to chat 
and warm up. If you have not tried a Wednesday Walk 
before, why not come along and give it a go? Everyone 
is welcome, you never know what will turn up, and a 
friendlier bunch of folk would be hard to find! 
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Φ

By Janice Darch 
 

Due to very strong westerly winds I decided to lead the inland section of the walk first and return to Trimingham 
along the coast with the wind behind us. We set off from Trimingham Village Hall, where there was a Pied Wagtail 
on the roof, and  entered the wooded disused railway track where we soon gained some shelter. Birds were keeping 
very low but we managed to tease a Wren to show, and had half hidden views of Blue Tit while a Goldcrest played 
hide and seek between the upper parts of the conifers. Rooks were on a field and there was a profusion of Wood 
Pigeons throughout the walk. A covey of Pheasant was at the edge of a ploughed field while a group of Red-legged 
Partridge showed well. Overhead we saw a lone 
Grey-lagged Goose. At Fox Hills Wood we 
surprised a Buzzard. Coming out of the woods at 
Hungry Hill we saw a small flock of Starling on 
the chicken farm buildings and more Pied 
Wagtails on the farm buildings. After descending 
the hill to Overstrand we headed for the coastal 
footpath eastwards. Crows were on the fields. 
The coastal walk gave us two Gannets, several 
Cormorants, Black-headed and Herring Gulls and 
a Kestrel patrolling the cliffs. Despite the winds 
sadly there was little movement if seabirds. 
Meadow Pipits were on the fields. Five of us 
enjoyed the walk seeing some lovely scenery and 
in the course of the morning we managed to see 
23 species of birds. Photos Sarah Hanson  
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