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By Nigel Redman  
 

A breeding seabird colony is one of the greatest of all avian 
spectacles, and NW Europe hosts some of the best in the world. 
We are fortunate that Britain has many fabulous seabird 
colonies, although in Norfolk we have to rely on seawatching to 
see our seabirds.  

I have spent the last three weeks in Svalbard, the most northerly 
islands of Europe, and during this time I made three visits to 
perhaps the most impressive auk colony in Europe, if not the 
world. The towering cliffs of Alkefjellet (which is Norwegian for 
Ψŀǳƪ ƳƻǳƴǘŀƛƴΩύ ƘƻƭŘ ǎƻƳŜ слΣллл ǇŀƛǊǎ ƻŦ .ǊǸƴƴƛŎƘΩǎ 
Guillemots, as well as  five thousand Kittiwakes. The 100-metre 
basalt cliffs can only be accessed from the sea, but there is no 
better way to see this spectacle than from a small zodiac drifting 
slowly along the base of the cliffs. The sight (and smell!) of 
thousands upon thousands of guillemots on the narrow cliff 
ledges is unforgettable, while thousands more are continually 
flying overhead, to and from the cliffs, and thousands of others 
are floating around on the calm waters below. It is truly magical, 
and even non-birders cannot fail to be moved by the experience.  

But the most remarkable feature of these guillemots is their 
breeding strategy. They return to their ledges in May, and lay 
just a single egg. After hatching, the chick is fed by both parents 
until it is about three weeks old. The chicks are generally very 
hard to spot on the ledges as they are closely guarded by the 
adults from the ever-present marauding Glaucous Gulls. Then, 
encouraged by its parents, the chick leaps off the ledge, and 
glides down to the sea below, landing clumsily on the water and 
closely followed by its father. The young bird is barely half the 
size of the adults and cannot fly, and so the parent stays with it 
for the next month or so until the juvenile is fully independent. 
They quickly go out to sea, and ringing studies have shown that 
most if not all juveniles from Svalbard go to the waters off SW 
Greenland and Newfoundland until they reach maturity and are 
able to return to Svalbard to breed. 

Most remarkably, breeding is synchronised so that most of the 
chicks will jump in a very narrow window of two or three days. 
This year, on my third visit to the colony, we timed it perfectly. It 
ǿŀǎ 5ŀȅ м ƻŦ ΨWǳƳǇ 5ŀȅΩ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
morning. There were dozens and dozens of tiny juvenile 
guillemots on the water, calling frantically to their parents, who 
called back regularly to maintain contact. Our zodiacs were 
surrounded by guillemots. There were still thousands of adults 
on the cliffs above us, so there were many more juveniles up 
there waiting to jump. Young guillemots typically leave their 
breeding ledges at night, or in low light levels, but in Svalbard it 
does not get dark again until September. Nevertheless, most 
birds presumably leavŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ΨƴƛƎƘǘΩΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ Ƴŀȅ ƎŜǘ ŀ 
little more protection from opportunistic predators. The 
Glaucous Gulls were on high alert, with almost fully-fledged 
juveniles to feed, and Arctic Foxes were patrolling the base of 
the cliffs for any birds that had missed their target. It was indeed 
ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜ ǘƻ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ŀǾƛŀƴ 
spectacles on perhaps the best day of the year to do so.  

As our long hot summer begins to come to an end, autumn 
migration is already underway. Waders have been trickling 
through for a while, and passerines are on the move too. It 

ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ƭƻƴƎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ōŜƎƛƴ ǘƻ 
arrive and, in Norfolk, September heralds the arrival of Pink-
footed Geese. I can report that they are on their way! Yesterday, 
on 18 August, I saw many Pinkfeet here in Svalbard. Flocks both 
large and small, totalling several hundred birds, were all noisily 
heading southwards. Some stopped for a last meal of precious 
arctic flora before moving on, while others kept flying south. I 
wondered if these birds are the ones that we will see in Norfolk 
next month.  

The 300-foot basalt cliffs of Alkefjellet are the summer home of over 
слΣллл ǇŀƛǊǎ ƻŦ ōǊŜŜŘƛƴƎ .ǊǸƴƴƛŎƘΩǎ DǳƛƭƭŜƳƻǘǎΦ 

.ǊǸƴƴƛŎƘΩǎ DǳƛƭƭŜƳƻǘ ŎƘƛŎƪ όŎŜƴǘǊŜύ ǿƛǘƘ ŀŘǳƭǘǎ ƻƴ ŀ ŎƭƛŦŦ ƭŜŘƎŜΣ !ƭƪŜŦƧŜƭƭŜǘΣ 
Svalbard, 8 August 2025. 

 
.ǊǸƴƴƛŎƘΩǎ DǳƛƭƭŜƳƻǘ ŎƘƛŎƪ ǿƛǘƘ ŀŘǳƭǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊΣ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ 
leaving its ledge, Alkefjellet, Svalbard, 16 August 2025.
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By Carol Thornton  

Welcome to our somewhat late August newsletter ς sorry!  

Hope you have all been enjoying the summer. Personally, I have been in my garden a lot more than out and about of late. We 
are seeing so many more flocks of passerines coming through in large numbers than we have ever had in August before. We 
doƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ŦŜŜŘŜǊǎ ǳǇ ŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ŀǎ ƴƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƻŘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ǳƴŜŀǘŜƴ but we seem to be continually filling 
them at the mo. Most days we are having 50+ Blue Tits and regularly 12+ Great Tits, 15+ Long-tailed Tits, 12+ Greenfinch at a 
time and a range of other species in lower numbers in a continual stream. Nuthatch has been a regular summer visitor this 
year after several years of just occasional sightings. Kestrel and Sparrowhawk are, as you would imagine, regular visitors on 
the hunt for a meal. House Sparrows, which have a colony just down the road but have stubbornly refused to visit our patch 
for the last 13 years, are gracing us with their presence too daily. Not sure if this is a good thing or a bad thing as we are 
definitely seeing fewer species and volumes out on the fields (apart from pigeons!) and in the local hedgerows. Anyone else up 
on the garden volumes this year or is it just us? Ooo ς and whilst we are on gardens, we rather excitingly had a Polecat on our 
wildlife cam the other night! Still never sŜŜƴ ƻƴŜ ƛƴ ΨǊŜŀƭ ƭƛŦŜΩ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΦ Lƴ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΣ L ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ Ƴȅ ŦƛǊǎǘ ΨƭƛǾŜΩ 
message on our WhatsApp group NENBC Alerts having recently updated my phone so I can use the internet when out (yes I 
know ς I am rather a stick-in-the-mud!). I was delighted when 4 mins after my post of a Marsh Harrier and location info just 
outside Gresham, fellow village resident and club member Alan careered round the corner on his bike, cycle helmet at a jaunty 
angle, in time to see the harrier before it departed and added it to his Super-Green list for birdwatching from home without 
the use of motorised transport. This is exactly what this group is for! 

Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎǳƳƳŀǊȅ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ planned events up to the end of the year so get those dates in your 
diaries. More info on the website soon and in future newsletters. If you can offer up a small-group walk as leader for Walks 
Week in October, please do get in touch ς ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ǘƻ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƻǊ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘŜǊ κ ŦƭŀǘǘŜǊ ǊƻǳǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
would suit some of us that are less speedy/mobile than we used to be or areas that have a café stop en route or at the end. 
Your choice! 

Ψ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ [ŜƴǎΩ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ŎƻǾŜǊ ƭŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘ ǿŀǎ ΨwŀǇǘƻǊǎΩ and we have Buzzard (Philip Cartlidge), Kestrel (Andrew 
Crossley), Sparrowhawk (Jane Crossen), Kestel ( Richard Farrow), Kestrel (Jane Crossen) and Sparrowhawk (Ken Thornton). For 
August, our theme will be ΨWoodpeckersΩ so get clicking! 

Here are my favourite member photos from Juƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ aƻƴǘƘƭȅ .ƛǊŘ wŜŎƻǊŘǎ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ 
unusual species ς Green Woodpecker from Richard Kershaw, Blackbird and Eider from Richard Farrow and Starling from Doug 
Cullern. Thank you and keep those photos and records coming! 
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By Paul Laurie 
 

All records are from the NENBC website and submitted by 
members unless otherwise stated. 

 

July 2025: 5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ пΣрпс ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƭƻƎƎŜŘΤ ǘƘŜ ŬǾŜπȅŜŀǊ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ŦƻǊ Wǳƭȅ ƛǎ тΣлллΦ ! ƎƻƻŘ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƻŦ мрн 
ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ƛƴ Wǳƭȅ нлнр ōŜŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŬǾŜπȅŜŀǊ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ƻŦ мпуΦ CƛƊȅπǎƛȄ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƭƻƎƎŜŘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ƛƴ ƭŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ 
ŀ ŬǾŜπȅŜŀǊ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ƻŦ стΦ bƻ ǊŀǊŜ ōƛǊŘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΦ 
 

 

Brent Goose aƛŘπǎǳƳƳŜǊ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ƻŦ ǎƛƴƎƭŜǎ ǿŜǎǘ Ǉŀǎǘ 
²ŜȅōƻǳǊƴŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ рǘƘ ŀƴŘ ноǊŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘΦ 

Barnacle Goose ! ǇŀƛǊ ƭŀƴŘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀŎƘ ŀǘ 
²ŜȅōƻǳǊƴŜ /ŀƳǇ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ нлǘƘΣ ǎǇŜƴǘ ǘǿŜƴǘȅ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ 
ǊŜǎǝƴƎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŎƻƴǝƴǳƛƴƎ ǿŜǎǘǿŀǊŘǎΦ tƘƻǘƻ м ŎƻǳǊǘŜǎȅ ƻŦ 
hƭƭƛŜ !ƭƭƛǎƻƴ 

Common Scoter ! Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻũ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻŀǎǘ ǘƘƛǎ 
ƳƻƴǘƘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ Ŏƻǳƴǘǎ ōŜƛƴƎ мфл ŀǘ ²ŜȅōƻǳǊƴŜ 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ мǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ нпǘƘ ǎƛƎƘǝƴƎǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ мср 
ǿŜǎǘ ŀǘ /ǊƻƳŜǊ [ƛƎƘǘƘƻǳǎŜΣ ннс ǿŜǎǘ ŀǘ {ƘŜǊƛƴƎƘŀƳ ŀƴŘ 
орл ŀǘ ²ŜȅōƻǳǊƴŜΦ  

Red Breasted Merganser ! ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ǎŜǾŜƴ ǿŜǎǘ ƻƴ 
ǘƘŜ мǎǘ ŀǘ ²ŜȅōƻǳǊƴŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǊŜŎƻǊŘΦ hƴŜ ǘƻ ǘǿƻ 
ōƛǊŘǎ ƛƴ Wǳƭȅ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǳƴǳǎǳŀƭ ōǳǘ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ǎŜǾŜƴ ƛǎ 
ŜȄŎŜǇǝƻƴŀƭΦ 

Quail hƴ ǘƘŜ рǘƘ ŀ ōƛǊŘ ǿŀǎ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎŜǊŜŀƭ ŬŜƭŘ 
Ƨǳǎǘ ǎƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǿŀƴǘƻƴ bƻǾŜǊǎ ²ŀǘŎƘ tƻƛƴǘΦ hƴ ǘƘŜ 
мтǘƘ ŀ ōƛǊŘ ǿŀǎ ƘŜŀǊŘ ƻƴ YŜƭƭƛƴƎ IŜŀǘƘΦ 

Turtle Dove ¢ƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ 
ǎƛǘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ōƛǊŘ ǿŜǎǘ ŀǘ {ǿŀƴǘƻƴ bƻǾŜǊǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ноǊŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ƳƻƴǘƘΦ tƘƻǘƻ н ŎƻǳǊǘŜǎȅ ƻŦ 5ƻǳƎ /ǳƭƭŜǊƴ 

Avocet ¢ǿƻ ōƛǊŘǎ Ŝŀǎǘ Ǉŀǎǘ /ǊƻƳŜǊ [ƛƎƘǘƘƻǳǎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
мфǘƘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǊŜŎƻǊŘΦ 

Black-tailed Godwit ! ƅƻŎƪ ƻŦ ǘŜƴ ƅŜǿ ǿŜǎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
нсǘƘΣ ǎŜŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ /ǊƻƳŜǊ [ƛƎƘǘƘƻǳǎŜΦ  

Curlew Sandpiper hƴŜ ƅŜǿ ǿŜǎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ уǘƘ Ǉŀǎǘ 
²ŜȅōƻǳǊƴŜ ōŜŀŎƘΦ  

Little Stint hƴ ǘƘŜ ннƴŘ ŀ ōƛǊŘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŦŜŜŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ 
ǊƻŎƪ Ǉƻƻƭǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ 9ŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ²Ŝǎǘ wǳƴǘƻƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ 
ŎƻƴǎǝǘǳǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŬƊŜŜƴǘƘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΦ 

Little Gull ¢ǿƻ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ƻŦ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ōƛǊŘǎ ŀǘ ²ŜȅōƻǳǊƴŜ 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ммǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ нуǘƘΦ  

Mediterranean Gull wŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻŀǎǘ ƛƴ 
ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜŀƪ ƻũ 
²ŜȅōƻǳǊƴŜ ƻŦ рс ƻƴ ǘƘŜ мнǘƘ ƻŦ WǳƭȅΦ tƘƻǘƻ о ŎƻǳǊǘŜǎȅ ƻŦ 
5ŀǾƛŘ DǊƛŶǘƘǎ 

Caspian Gull IƛƎƘŜǎǘ Ŏƻǳƴǘ ǿŀǎ ƻŦ ǘƘǊŜŜ ōƛǊŘǎ ōȅ 
/ǊƻƳŜǊ tƛŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ мнǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘΦ tƘƻǘƻ п ŎƻǳǊǘŜǎȅ 
ƻŦ aŀǊƪ /ƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ  
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Yellow-legged Gull ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƻƴŜ ǘƻ ǘǿƻ ōƛǊŘǎ 
ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ мнǘƘ ŀƴŘ ноǊŘ ŦǊƻƳ /ǊƻƳŜǊ 
{ƘŜǊƛƴƎƘŀƳ ŀƴŘ ²ŜȅōƻǳǊƴŜΦ tƘƻǘƻ р ŎƻǳǊǘŜǎȅ ƻŦ aŀǊƪ 
/ƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ 

Roseate Tern ! ōƛǊŘ ƅŜǿ ǿŜǎǘ Ǉŀǎǘ ²ŜȅōƻǳǊƴŜ /ŀƳǇ 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ мсǘƘ ƻŦ WǳƭȅΦ  

Puffin hƴŜ ōƛǊŘ ƻũ ²ŜȅōƻǳǊƴŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ сǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘΦ 

Coryõs Shearwater 9ŀǎǘ ŀǘ ²ŜȅōƻǳǊƴŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ тǘƘ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘΦ  

Grasshopper Warbler .ƛǊŘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ άǊŜŜƭƛƴƎέ ŀǘ 
²ŜȅōƻǳǊƴŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ мǎǘ ŀƴŘ aŀƴƴƛƴƎǘƻƴ Iŀƭƭ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ оǊŘΦ  

Black Redstart ! ōƛǊŘ ǿŀǎ ǎŜŜƴ ƛƴ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ 
ǘƘŜ ммǘƘΦ 

Wheatear ¢ƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘǳƳƴ ǿŜǊŜ ōƛǊŘǎ ŀǘ ²ŜȅōƻǳǊƴŜ /ŀƳǇ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ мǎǘ ŀƴŘ фǘƘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƭŀǧŜǊ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ƧǳǾŜƴƛƭŜΦ  

Crossbill Lƴ Wǳƭȅ м ǘƻ н ōƛǊŘǎ ǎŜŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀǊŘ ŦǊƻƳ !ȅƭƳŜǊǘƻƴΣ YŜƭƭƛƴƎ IŜŀǘƘ ŀƴŘ {ƘŜǊƛƴƎƘŀƳΦ 
 

¢ƘŜ ŀǳǘǳƳƴ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ƛƴ ŜŀǊƴŜǎǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴ ƻƊŜƴ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ōƛǊŘǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ [ŜǎǎŜǊ DǊŜȅ {ƘǊƛƪŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ ƛƴ /ǊƻƳŜǊ ƛƴ нлмр ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŜƴƛǎƘ ²ŀǊōƭŜǊ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀǘ {ƛŘŜǎǘǊŀƴŘ ƛƴ нлнлΦ {ŜŀπǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ 
ŜȄŎŜǇǝƻƴŀƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǿŜŜƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ƴƻǊǘƘπǿŜǎǘ ǿƛƴŘǎ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǎƛƎƘǝƴƎ ƻŦ [ƻƴƎπǘŀƛƭŜŘ {ƪǳŀΣ .ŀƭŜŀǊƛŎ 
{ƘŜŀǊǿŀǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ .ƭŀŎƪ DǳƛƭƭŜƳƻǘΦ Lƴ нлмф ƻƴ ǘƘŜ нƴŘ Řŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ ŀ {ƻƻǘȅ ¢ŜǊƴ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ŬǊǎǘ ²ŜȅōƻǳǊƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ 
{ƘŜǊƛƴƎƘŀƳΦ Lƴ ŜŀǎǘŜǊƭȅ ǿƛƴŘǎ ǿŜ Ƴŀȅ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƻƴŜǊ ƳƛƎǊŀƴǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ tƛŜŘ CƭȅŎŀǘŎƘŜǊǎΣ wŜŘǎǘŀǊǘǎΣ 
²ǊȅƴŜŎƪΣ wŜŘπōŀŎƪŜŘ {ƘǊƛƪŜ ŀƴŘ 5ƻǧŜǊŜƭ ŀƭƭ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦ LŎǘŜǊƛƴŜ ²ŀǊōƭŜǊ ƛǎ ŀ ǎŎŀǊŎŜ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊ ǘƻ bƻǊǘƘ 9ŀǎǘ bƻǊŦƻƭƪ ǿƛǘƘ 
ƻƴƭȅ ŬǾŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƻǘŀƭ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘǿƻ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘ ƻƊŜƴ ƭǳǊƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƘŜŘƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǇƛƴƴŜȅǎΦ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ !ǳƎǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ 
Ƙƻƭȅ ƎǊŀƛƭ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ŬƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀƴ !ǉǳŀǝŎ ²ŀǊōƭŜǊΣ ǎƪǳƭƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ ŘŀƳǇ ŘƛǘŎƘ ƻǊ ŬŜƭŘ ŜŘƎŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ƻƴŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ 
ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǊŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ōƛƴƻŎǳƭŀǊǎ ǘǊŜƳōƭŜΤ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ŬƴŘƛƴƎ Η 
 

 

 

Just two noc-mig record s this month:  

01/07/2025 | Curlew |  Sheringham | Andy Clarke|  Nocturnal flight calls over garden, 0532 (3 calls, loud and distinct 
amidst dawn chorus) 

01/07/2025 | Common Crossbill | Sheringham | Andy Clarke | Nocturnal flight calls over garden, 0519  (nine calls 
picked up by Chirpity software, and identity confirmed with Raven software and comparison with Xeno Canto; 
number of birds involved unknown) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

August : What to look forward to  é.. 

Member Highs, Lows and Ponderings  

All member comments are taken from the notes section of the website. We are getting a lot more detail on the  

birds and their activities these days which makes these summaries longer, but much richer, so please keep it up 

everyone!  

Noc -Mig Highlights  

Calling all those members out there who dabble in nocturnal recordings of over -flying birds é please do pop 

your confirmed records on the website. They donõt count towards your Star or Green badges but they are an interesting 

addition to our data.  Supporting sonogram images welcome. But what about those off -the-wall identifications the 

analysis software comes up with? The advancements in technology are great but they are a guide rather than a 

definitive ID so you do need to check your recordings yo urself using website databases like Xeno -Canto or BirdNet for 

example. Please donõt log these ôdodgyõ records on the website, but do drop us an email to let us know your best ôif 

onlyõ records of the month!  

Observations from last month é..                  Member Extra!

5 
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Nightj ar  μ άнƴŘ ƻŦ .¢hΩǎ bƛƎƘǘƧŀǊ {ǳǊǾŜȅΦ мл ƳŀƭŜǎ ŎƘǳǊǊƛƴƎΣ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ р ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ōƛǊŘǎ ƛƴ ŦƭƛƎƘǘΣ ǎƻƳŜ /ƻƻ-icking and some 
ǿƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǇǇƛƴƎΦ !ƭƭ ƘŜŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ фΦнр ŀƴŘ млΦмлǇƳέ μ Wƻ YƛƴƎ μ Iƻƭǘ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅ tŀǊƪ ϧ [ƻǿŜǎ μ ноrd 

Swift  μ ά{ŎǊŜŀƳƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƻǾŜƭȅ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǘŎƘ Φέ μ !ƴƴŜ {ƛƳǎ μ Iƻƭǘ μ пth 

Cuckoo  μ άCƭȅƛƴƎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ DǊƻǾŜ CŀǊƳ ǎƘƻǇΦ Lƴƛǘƛŀƭƭȅ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǎǇŀǊǊƻǿ Ƙŀǿƪ ōǳǘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊǘŀƪŜƴ ƛǘΣ 
realised it was a fully-ŦƭŜŘƎŜŘ ƧǳǾŜƴƛƭŜΦέ μ WƻƘƴ IǳǊǎǘ μ wƻǳƎƘǘƻƴ μ ннnd 

Collared Dove  μ άōŜƛƴƎ eaten by Sparrowhawk!έ μ {ǘǳŀǊǘ WƻƴŜǎ μ !ǘ IƻƳŜ μ оrd 

Oystercatcher μ άWest in a flock of four, preceded by a flock of three plus a Cormorant(!), which all stayed together until 
lost to sight.έ μ 5ŀǾŜ .ƛƭƭƘŀƳ μ 9ŀǎǘ wǳƴǘƻƴ ό/ƻŀǎǘǿŀǘŎƘ {ǘŀǘƛƻƴύ μ нуth 

Knot  μ άin full breeding plumage in car park puddlesέ μ /ŀǊƻƭȅƴ Iŀƭƭ μ ²ŜȅōƻǳǊƴŜ /ŀƳǇ μ нмst 

Black -headed Gull  μ άLarge numbers of various gulls wheeling just south of the bump....for an extended period...can't 
work out what they are doing....fly catching??έ μ /ƭŀƛǊŜ .ǊŀȅƴŜ μ .ŜŜǎǘƻƴ .ǳƳǇ μ нрth 

Mediterranean Gull  μ άNew for the garden - Adult summer plumage in gull feeding flock over garden - flying ants 
emerging.έ μ 5ŀǾƛŘ DǊƛŦŦƛǘƘǎ μ !ǘ IƻƳŜ μ фth 

Lesser Black -backed Gull  μ άkeeping an eye on a pair of porpoisesέ μ hƭƭƛŜ !ƭƭƛǎƻƴ μ мфth 

Razorbill  μ άjuvenile on sea,( no accompanying adult ), swimming frantically east.έ μ tƘƛƭ .ƻǊƭŜȅ μ ²ŜȅōƻǳǊƴŜ μ ммth 

Cormorant  μ άA large flock east, including three with all-white bellies.έ μ 5ŀǾŜ .ƛƭƭƘŀƳ μ 9ŀǎǘ wǳƴǘƻƴ ό/ƻŀǎǘǿŀǘŎƘ {ǘŀǘƛƻƴύ μ 
14th 

Grey Heron  μ άFlying N over Church St - interestingly another (or the same one again?) seen at exactly the same spot flying 
in the same direction at 20.50έ μ ±ŀƭ {ǘǳōōǎ μ ²ŜȅōƻǳǊƴŜ μ нсth 

Sparrowhawk  μ άCurrently about 6 feet away on the climbing rose outside the bedroom window eating it's supper of young 
blackbird.έ μ {ǘŜǇƘŀƴƛŜ ²ƛǘƘŀƳ μ bƻǊǘƘ ²ŀƭǎƘŀƳ μ сth 

Red Kite  μ άParallel flying together along the beck, east, possibly juveniles but I didn't get binoculars on themέ μ {ǘŜƭƭŀ .ŀȅƭƛǎ 
| Southrepps Common | 4th 

Red Kite  μ άlying west low along Chapel Road from Common, midday. Also pair Buzzard & larger (possible Osprey) circling 
very high above them .έ μ {ǳŜ tŀǊǎƻƴǎ μ {ƻǳǘƘǊŜǇǇǎ /ƻƳƳƻƴ μ моth 

Buzzard  μ άFood begging calls continually for last 3 weeks or so indicate breeding has taken place in the trees at or near 
Sheringham Houseέ μ wƻƎŜǊ 9ƳƳŜƴǎ μ {ƘŜǊƛƴƎƘŀƳ μ нтth 

Kestrel μ άHas been visiting garden for several days sitting on the ridge of the house and then flying down in an attempt to 
take voles under bird feeder.έ μ YŜƴ ¢ƘƻǊƴǘƻƴ μDǊŜǎƘŀƳ μ нуth 

Peregrine μ άFlying round and round the church calling noisily.  A lovely end to the concert we'd been to in the church. Or 
perhaps they didn't like Beethoven.έ μ {ǘŜǇƘŀƴƛŜ ²ƛǘƘŀƳ μ /ǊƻƳŜǊ μ мнth 

Blue Tit  μ άмнȄ At least 8 of these are this year's youngstersέ μ !ƴŘȅ /ƭŀǊƪŜ μ {ƘŜǊƛƴƎƘŀƳ μ омst 

Swallow  μ άннȄ Lined up on the wire last night all have flown off this morning only one pair used to use this wire so they 
must have made a arrangement to meet there ....έ μ !ƴƴŜ {ƛƳǎ μ DǊŜǎƘŀƳ μ нсth 

House Martin  μ άнрȄ nest colony on house in village, twelve occupied nests, nine nests containing young, ( peering out of 
entrance holes ), some about to fledge, some still showing yellow gapesέ μ tƘƛƭ .ƻǊƭŜȅ μ {ǿŀƴǘƻƴ bƻǾŜǊǎ μ ммth 

House Martin  μ άнȄ Investigating our house nest, this could possibly be the first time it has been used this year.έ μ 5ƻǳƎ ϧ 
Jenny Cullern | Holt | 29th 

Garden Warbler  μ άIn oak tree I planted ....glad he likes it !!!έ μ !ƴƴŜ {ƛƳǎ μ DǊŜǎƘŀƳ μ омst 

Wren  μ άVoraciously nabbing flying ants as they emerge then flying back and forth to the young. I've never seen this activity 
before.έ μ WƻƘƴ IǳǊǎǘ μ aǳƴŘŜǎƭŜȅ μ муth 

Nuthatch  μ άCalling from Franklin Hill (first for a couple of years); then a young bird dazed itself flying into a window 
(presumably the same inexperienced bird).έ μ !ƴŘȅ /ƭŀǊƪŜ μ {ƘŜǊƛƴƎƘŀƳ μ омst 

Blackbird  μ άHas a great ring tone !!έ μ !ƴƴŜ {ƛƳǎ μ DǊŜǎƘŀƳ μ фth 

Blackbird  μ άOur resident Blackbird was joined by his latest offspring this afternoon.έ μ CƻǳƎ ϧ WŜƴƴȅ /ǳƭƭŜǊƴ μ Iƻƭǘ μ мнth 

Blackbird  μ άA pair with at least 3 well grown young. The male collecting food suggests another brood somewhere?έ μ bƛƪ 
Borrow | At Home | 31st 

Robin  μ άCouldn't get onto the fatballs because there were too many Blue Tits!έ μ ±ŀƭ {ǘǳōōǎ μ ²ŜȅōƻǳǊƴŜ μ рth 

House Sparrow  μ άGarden rarity! Very rarely seen, maybe once a year and usually in the summer like this maleέ μbƛƪ 
Borrow | At Home | 2nd 

Bullfinch  μ άStill in my garden such a smart bird I can't get his photo ...έ μ !ƴƴŜ {ƛƳǎ μ DǊŜǎƘŀƳ μ омst 

Goldfinch  | 2 adults on seed feeder and juv begging to be fed - the adults completely ignored itέ μ ±ŀƭ {ǘǳōōǎ μ Weybourne 
| 1 st 

Grey Heron image courtesy of Doug Cullern  
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Welcome back to our returning  members ð look forward to seeing you soon!  
 

* Peter Davies *  Peterõs is the 600th membership since we started 10 years ago 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Please keep adding all your sightings to our website at www.nenbc.co.uk. Let us know if you have forgotten your password 
and need it resetting or need assistance on how to upload your records. More information from our website records, posts 

and social media presence in Data, Records & Posts  from page 25. 
 
 

Star Badges  
 

Following a recent  Peer Review Panel we have 

some new achievers this month! 

CONGRATULATIONS to Andy Clarke on his 

GOLD, Alan Stevens on his SILVER and Carolyn 

Hall  on her BRONZE.  
 

Currently, 5 members have achieved GOLD STAR 

status, 22 members have been awarded SILVER STAR 
status and a fabulous 86 members now hold the 
BRONZE STAR status. 
 

For any of the club events that take place in the 

club area you can include all of the species you 

see or hear so join us for a walk. It always helps to 

get on to more birds when you are in a group of 

like -minded folk.  
 

Keep up the good work everyone ð star badges are 

within everyoneõs reach!  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Number of bird species recorded in the NENBC area since 
joining the club: 
 

BRONZE [100] self-certified 
SILVER [200] peer reviewed 
GOLD [250] peer reviewed 
PLATINUM [300] peer reviewed 
 

We will notify members when they achieve the Bronze badge but 
for the higher-level badges, members should notify us on 
nenbc@aol.co.uk when they are ready for their website records to 
be peer reviewed by the Peer Review Group. 

 
 

 

Eco-Badges  
 

 

CONGRATULATIONS to Andy Clarke who got 

there with his SUPER -GREEN COASTAL  
 

We currently have 26 members who have achieved their 
GREEN ECO-BADGES [Coastal: 16 | Inland: 10] and 9 

who have achieved SUPER-GREEN [Coastal: 8 | Inland:1].  
 
 

Those of you wanting to submit, please let us have a list of 
species, dates seen and locations that is derived from your 
website records (we can help you download your data) as 
ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ȅŜǘ ǘŜƭƭ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ƻǊ ƴƻǘΗ LŦ 
you need help getting your list of species downloaded, 
please ask! 
 

 

Number of bird species recorded in the NENBC area at or 
from home without the use of motorised transport since 1st 
January 2020 (or date of joining if later): 
 

GREEN ECO-BADGE: 75 species required for lists with only 
inland sites / 100 for lists with any coastal locations 
 

SUPER-GREEN ECO-BADGE: 125 species required for lists 
with only inland sites / 175 for lists with any coastal 
locations 
 

Lists to be submitted by members from their club website records 
to nenbc@aol.co.uk along with a declaration that award 
requirements have been met. 

  

436 individual members 

across 289 households  

 

60,836 

bird records logged   
 

230 bird species  reported  
 

Club Achievement Awards  

Membership News & Statistics  2025  

Page 7 

NOTE: The Norfolk Birds Rarities Committee is a little behind at 

the mo in assessing submitted description species (rarities) for 

acceptance. This is having an impact on our ability to award 

badges as we only confirm a rarity for badges once accepted by 

NBRC so apologies if you are waiting and thank you for your 

patience. 
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Summary of our annual offer directly below with info after that of upcoming events. 

Our we bsite is the place to go for the most up to date and detailed info .  
 

 Talks on the last Thursday 

evening of the month at 

Gresham Village Hall from 

Sep-Nov and Jan-Apr, also 

available live via Zoom  

 Walks around Felbrigg Park 

on the 3rd  Wednesday 

morning of the month Sep -Jul 

 Varied monthly weekend 

walks and the odd evening 

one from Sep-Jul 

 Special events including:  

 Coordinated Seawatch  

 Walks Weeks  

 Christmas Social & AGM  

 New Yearõs Day Birding 
Challenge  

 NENBC Big Sit  

 Global Big Bird Day 

activities  

 Birding for Beginners 

Course  

Car-sharing is always 

encouraged, or even better, 

walking or cycling . 

 
 

 

 

 

 
  

 

Whatõs On?  

A flavour of our upcoming 2025/2026 season  

INFO FOR ALL WALKS : 

Please wear clothing suitable to conditions  - footpaths can be muddy at any 

time of the year - and continue to respect social distancing on the walk  if 

appropriate .  

YOUNG PEOPLE:  Children are always welcome if accompanied by well -

behaved adults and we would be happy to see young members  aged 16 

and 17 attend unaccompanied with prior written consent from a parent or 

guardian who has also supplied a phone number where they can be 

contacted in an emergency.   

DOGS:  We regret no dogs . 

EQUIPMENT:  Binoculars are always recommended to gain full enjoyment 

from your birding and for some of our walks , a scope is definitely useful.  

ACCESSIBILITY : Unfortunately most of our walks arenõt suitable for 

wheelchair users but please do contact us on nenbc@aol.co.uk  to see 

which of our events are or could be adapted to be so. 

BADGES:  Birds seen on club -area walks count towards individual Star 

Status badges & if you walk or cycle from home, they also count towards 

your Eco -Badges. 

BOOKING:  For the Felbrigg Park Walks no booking is required so just turn 

up on the day if you fancy it, although it is always nice to know to expect you 

so feel free to let us know! For the other, generally weekend, walks , we 

sometimes require advance booking and if this is the case it will say so on 

our publicity  

Anyone got any suggestions for 

locations for next yearõs walks 

programme? Drop us a line and let us 

know where you think we should visit 

and why and what time of year is 

best. Thank you!  

We are hoping to do a Walks Week  in the autumn 

but only if folk would be interested in taking part  

as we had lower numbers last time. Are you up for 

it?  Also, fancy leading one if we go ahead? You donõt 

have to be a ôregularõ walk leader ð in fact we would 

prefer it if you werenõt! ð just someone enthusiastic 

who would be willing to take a group of up to 7 folk 

around a place you like, preferably but not essentially 

somewhere we donõt usually cover in our standard 

walks programme. Please get in touch ! 

Get ready for our 

new season of 

NENBC activities!  

Starting overleaf are some of 

the activities we have lined up 

between now and the end of 

the year. These will be on the 

website shortly and we will be 

populating that with our 2026 

schedule soon. Hope you can 

join us!  
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Indoor  Events  

Gresham Village Hall  
 
We kick off our evening events in September with our 
popular and now annual event where we hear from 
several members on a range of topics. On to October and 
with a nod to our African migrants, our Anniversary Year 
theme, with an evening on House Martin Conservation. 
In November we take a look at bird migration in an 
increasingly human dominated planet and we finish 
the year in December with our Christmas Social with a 
buffet and quiz alongside our AGM.  

Page 10 

11th December   
Christmas Social and AGM 

 
ìĲќũũШŊĲƣШƣőĲШĤƨƚŔŰĲƚƚШƚŔĬĲШŸŉШƣőŔŰŊƚШƚŸƖƣĲĬШŉŔƖƚƣШċƚШ

we start the evening off with our AGM (also 
available via Zoom), a chance to vote on various 
aspects of the club and to listen to a Review of 

2025 with outgoing Chair Trevor Williams. 
 

THOSE WHO ATTEND AT THE HALL IN-PERSON 
can later enjoy the fun of our CHRISTAMS 

SOCIAL EVENT which will consist of a light-
őĲċƖƣĲĬШÄÖfüШŉƖŸůШũċƚƣШǃĲċƖќƚШƽŔŰŰŔŰŊШƣĲċůШÉƣƨЯШ

John, Tim and Kirsty, along with a HOT AND 
COLD BUFFET AND DRINKS. We will have team 
tables spread out in the large hall, there will be 
prizes available and party hats are very much 

encouraged throughout. 
Check the website for updates and further details 
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Outdoor Events  
 
This autumn /winter we have a nice selection of activities, and if 
we can get our Walks Week sorted (any more volunteer walk 
leaders out there?) we will have 15 walks for you to join us on 
before year end! We also have our 11th annual Coordinated 
Seawatch in October and our newly introduced pop-up 
seawatches that will happen on a more frequent basis for anyone 
wanting to start their seawatching journey. Do come along! 
 
 
 
  

Felbrigg Park Monthly Walk 
 

This sociable walk caters for all levels of 
birding ability so come and give us a try. We 
take a leisurely stroll around the park and 

lake, route dependent on the local bird and 
other wildlife recently reported or likely to be 
present on the day. We see around 40 bird 

species on an average walk and even on the 
ћƽŸƖƚƣќШŸŉШĬċǃƚШůŸƖĲШƣőċŰШΟΜЮ And there is a 

café stop at the end of the walk.  
 

17th September  
15th October  

19th November  
17th December  

 

Please come and join us on the 3rd 
Wednesday of the month (except August), 

you would be most welcome! 

Saturday 20th September  
The Runtons and Incleborough Walk  

A 10th Anniversary Walk Celebrating our 1 st decade!  
 

We will be returning to the site of one of our walks from the early 
years of the club. A loop from Cromer via East Runton, 

Incleborough and West Runton exploring little known migrant 
hotspots and coastal birding with a café option at the end. 

  
 

Pop-Up Seawatches 
 

We will be running a series of short-notice 
pop up events over the coming months when 

the weather forecasts look promising for 
good seawatching so keep an eye on the 
website and WhatsApp for notifications. 

 

Everyone welcome whatever your level of 
experience. We'll be there to guide you if you 

are new to seawatching and want to see 
what it is all about or if you are a seasoned 
veteran, please come along to help us out 

with observations and IDs! 

Sunday 5th October  
Overstrand and Trimingham Walk  

 
This walk follows the cliffs between Trimingham and Overstrand 
and inland paths through sunken lanes, woodland and a disused 
railway track. The cliffs are spectacular with lots of cliff erosion 
and slumps providing a large area of undercliff habitat. Views 

from the top of the cliffs gives good perspectives for scanning the 
beach below and for sea watching. On the cliff top the habitat 

ranges small woodland patches, gardens and arable fields. 

Saturday 11th October  
Coordinated Seawatch  

 

For this annual event we will have teams at a 
series of sites with good sea views, each led 
by an experienced seawatcher, to record the 
number and species of all the birds we see 
flying along the coast throughout a 3-hour 

time frame. As well as passing on our love of 
seawatching, by sharing our sightings across 
sites and noting timings we can also calculate 

flight speed data. 
 

Everyone welcome whatever your level of 
experience. We'll be there to guide you if you 

are new to seawatching and want to see 
what it is all about or if you are a seasoned 
veteran, please come along to help us out 

with observations and IDs! 

Sunday 7th December  
Holkham Estate  Walk 

A 10th Anniversary Walk Celebrating our 1 st decade!  
 

We will be returning to the site of one of our walks from the early 
years of the club. Ideally wintering Shore Larks will have returned 
and often Snow Buntings are present too. A seawatch from the 
dunes is usually productive with maybe scoter flocks offshore 
along with Red-throated Divers, grebe species and perhaps 

Gannets passing with the gulls. Flocks of Wigeon, Teal with Brent, 
Pink-footed and maybe some White-fronted Geese possible on 

the inland fields which we can view from the drive or hides. 

Saturday 8th November  
RSPB Titchwell Marsh Nature Reserve Walk 

 
Titchwell can be an exciting reserve at any time of the year. In 

November we should be treated to returning waders and 
wildfowl and a seawatch may yield rafts of Common Scoter, 

maybe containing a Velvet Scoter, as well as passing Gannets 
and auk species. There are four viewing areas, including some 
hides to view the scrapes and reedbeds and we can also view 

from the banks. 

October Walks Week  
 

Dates and locations to be set so check the 
website but we are planning a week of small 

group walks over 7 days, 7 locations. 

http://www.nenbc.co.uk/
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By Dave Billham 

Sun cream or anorak; after the hot weather came a grey 
spell, with a good chance of rain but also the possibility of 
strong sunshine later in the morning; which would it be? 
This was the question vexing the nine members who turned 
up for the July walk, their varied choice of clothing 
reflecting the possible weather they hoped or feared we 
would encounter.   

July is traditionally a quiet month, where we normally 
record one of the lower species totals; young birds are 
generally out of the nest and quietly feeding alongside their 
parents, and the trees are in full leaf ς less sound and 
reduced vision. Leaving home I had been surprised by the 
sight of a Mediterranean Gull flying over the house, so I was 
doubly surprised as I got out of my car at Felbrigg, to see 
¢ǊŜǾƻǊ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎ ǇƻƛƴǘƛƴƎ ǳǇǿŀǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǳǘƛƴƎ άaŜŘ DǳƭƭέΦ 
Sure enough, there were three Mediterranean Gull 
overhead, an occasional visitor to Felbrigg, last seen on a 
club walk in September 2024. A good start indeed. Other 
species noted from the car park were Feral Pigeon, 
Woodpigeon, Jackdaw, Blue Tit, Greenfinch, Goldfinch, 
Stock Dove, Carrion Crow, and a flock of thirty-plus 
Swallow overhead. Also overhead was a single Herring Gull, 
amazingly the first noted on a walk since April!  

During his briefing Trevor had mentioned how Mistle 
Thrush were becoming rarer and therefore harder to find at 
Felbrigg; as we started to walk towards the lake what 
should we see in a tree but four Mistle Thrush (this species 
being last noted on the February walk). Another thrush, in 

this case a Blackbird, was next on the list, followed by a 
single Magpie feeding on the ground. When we reached the 
slope above the water meadows we spied a Kestrel 
hunting, and heard the alarm calls of a Wren from some 
nearby scrub. A Jay sitting in an oak was seen next, 
followed by the sight of no less than nine Mistle Thrush 
ǎǘǊŜŀƳƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊ ƻǳǊ ƘŜŀŘǎΤ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ 
say a species is becoming rarer! The calls of a Pheasant 
were heard from across the fields, and one keen-eyed 
member spotted a lone distant Swift high over the trees. 
For July, the list was growing nicely.  

A brief pit-stop under an oak was required to avoid the rain, 
and on reaching the bridge over the beck, we paused to 
listen for calls from the reedbed, or any sign of movement. 
Reed Warbler were heard calling, and occasionally seen 
flitting from reed to reed, their movement betrayed by the 
motion of the reeds. A single Reed Bunting was also found. 
A Moorhen walking in the shallows of a pool and a calling 
Chiffchaff were the other species noted. Between here and 
the lake we watched a flock of Long-tailed Tits being very 
busy in a dead oak, heard the calls of a Blackcap, and got a 
brief view of a Bullfinch as it flew off into the woods. A 
Dunnock gave better and longer views, as did a pair of 
Mallard as they flew over us. 

Reaching the path bordering the lake, the only new species 
visible on the water was a single Mute Swan, as we had 
already found Moorhen and Mallard earlier, these being the 
only other species in view. A lone Common Buzzard circling 

Ju ly õs Mid -Week Club Walk  

Felbrigg Park | 1 6th July  
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far in the distance was picked up and pointed out, and Carol 
took great delight in telling myself and Trevor that the back 
of the group had heard Green Woodpecker, and we would 
have too if only we had not been talking - normally the boot 
is on the other foot! I was also told about a pair of Rook 
that had flown over unobserved by myself. Leaving the 
ƭŀƪŜǎƛŘŜ ǿŜ ƳƻǾŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƻŘǎΣ Ǉŀǎǘ ǘƘŜ ΨŦŜŜŘƛƴƎ ƭƻƎΩΣ 
where we found a Treecreeper, and also heard a Song 
Thrush, the first time this species has been recorded on a 
walk this year - and we thought Mistle Thrush were elusive! 

 

Moving into more open surroundings we saw a Red Kite 
floating past, quartering the ground for prey, and a Grey 
Heron sculling along the valley. A distant flock of gulls in a 
field proved to be mainly Black-headed Gulls, though in 
with them were three Mediterranean Gulls; probably the 
same birds we had seen overhead earlier.  

 

Even more distant was a Little Owl in its usual tree; a brown 
speck against a brown tree! An excellent find, but where 
was Val and her scope when we needed her? This is 
another species that we had not seen on a walk this year. A 
single Meadow Pipit was also spotted near the beck, and 
the rear of the group heard a Robin singing (not sure how 
we at the front missed it, as this time we were not talking)! 

As the last few minutes of our allotted time ticked away, 
our return journey to the car park took us past the tree in 
which the Kestrels were breeding, but despite Carol having 
seen a chick sat in the hole on her way in, the hole was now 
empty. A movement in a scrape of soil on the opposite side 
of the path to the tree turned out to be a Kestrel chick dust-
bathing, whilst both adults were visible hunting over the 

meadows. The result of its first attempt at flight perhaps; 
we will never know for sure but CarƻƭΩǎ YŜƴ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƻǳǘ 
and about in Felbrigg Park that morning and some 15 
minutes later he was able to report the Kestrel was back in 
the tree. 

 

 

The walk over the fields to the house added overflying 
Cormorant and singing Skylark to the list, but despite 
scanning the house and its surrounds we could not find a 
hoped-for Pied Wagtail. However, we were still left with a 
list of 42 species found, a great total for the two hours on 
one of the quieter months. As some headed for the café I 
returned to my car, and as I did so a Pied Wagtail flew from 
the track leading to the car park; with everyone still present 
I added it to the list for a total of 43 species. 

 

There is no Felbrigg walk in August, unless someone 
forgets and turns up(!), but hopefully we will see you in 
September; see the calendar on the club website for full 
details. 
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òFor our second NENBC 10th Anniversary walk ð where the monthly weekend walk retraces some of our early 

yearsõ bird walks. On this occasion it was the turn of Cley. The height of summer may not have seemed the 

optimal time for a visit to this popular coastal location but in the end it proved highly successful. Participants 

gathered at the visitors centre, were bri efed by Janice and then unusually we divided into two groups ð Janice 

taking half to the central hides whilst I followed the more traditional route with the other half  - along the Skirts 

path to East Bank, down to Arnoldõs Marsh and the sea, along the shingle passed Sea Pool to Iron Road, then 

back via Swan Lake, the Attenborough Walk and Snipes Marsh to the centre.  Not a bad way to celebrate our 

tenth year. Some good birds and, as always, some very pleasant company  as in total 11 club members joined 

the two leaders to enjoy the Cley area. ó Trevor Williams  
 

On Cley Reserve - By Janice Darch 

Five members joined me to explore the main reserve seeing 33 species during our 3 allotted hours. Immediately we were 
ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ aŀǊǎƘ IŀǊǊƛŜǊǎ ǇŀǘǊƻƭƭƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƭƻƴƎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǿŜ ǎǇƻǘǘŜŘ о ƻŦ п ƘƛǊǳƴŘƛƴŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ - House Martin, 
Swallow and Swift. Once we reached the hides we added the fourth, Sand Martin which was drinking over Simmons Scrape. 
Water levels were rapidly falling due to hot weather and strong winds but there was still a good mix of shallow water and mud. 
A party of young and adult Spoonbills were present together with Little Egrets, Redshank, adult and young Shelduck, Lapwings, 
Black-headed and a sole Lesser Black-backed Gull. A male Ruff, just shedding its ruff was nice, Little Ringed Plover, Pied Wagtail, 
Oystercatcher and Avocet also showed. Reed Buntings were seen on the boardwalk and the The Catchwater Drain had Mute 
{ǿŀƴǎΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǿƛƴŘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ƴƻ ǿŀǊōƭŜǊǎ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŜŘōŜŘǎ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ƭƛǎǘŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ {ŜŘƎŜ ²ŀǊōƭŜǊ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
show. hƴ 9ŀǎǘ .ŀƴƪ ǿŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǘƻ ŀŘŘ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǘƻǘŀƭ ōƛǊŘǎ ǎŜŜƴΦ 5ƻƴΩǎ tƻƴŘ ƘŀŘ [ƛǘǘƭŜ DǊŜōŜΣ aƻƻǊƘŜn and Coot while a group 
of breeding plumage Black-tailed Godwit were on The Serpentine together with a distant flock of Greylay Geese. ArnoldΩs Marsh 
added Cormorants, Curlew, a sole Sandwich Tern, Grey Heron, Ringed Plover and a party of breeding plumage Cattle Egrets. 
Scanning the sea yielded Common Terns fishing. 

  

Ju ly õs Weekend Club Walk  

Cley  | 5th July  
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Around Cley Reserve - By Val Stubbs 

CƻǳǊ ƻŦ ǳǎ ƻǇǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎƛƴƎ ŦƻǳǊπƳƛƭŜ 
ǇŜǊƛƳŜǘŜǊ ǊƻǳǘŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ ¢ǊŜǾƻǊ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎΦ .ŜŦƻǊŜ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ƭŜƊ ǘƘŜ 
ŎŀǊ ǇŀǊƪΣ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ŀŜǊƛŀƭ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ 
ƻŦ {ŀƴŘ aŀǊǝƴǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƘŀƴŘŦǳƭ ƻŦ {ǿŀƭƭƻǿǎ ƭŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
ǊƻƻŦ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘŎƘŜŘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΦ !ǎ ǿŜ ƘŜŀŘŜŘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ 
ǊƻŀŘ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŜŀǊ IƻǳǎŜ {ǇŀǊǊƻǿǎ ŎƘƛǊǇƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŘƎŜǎΣ ŀ 
ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ DƻƭŘŬƴŎƘŜǎ ƅŜǿ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ IŀǿǘƘƻǊƴ ŀƴŘ ŀ 
²ƻƻŘ tƛƎŜƻƴ ƅŜǿ ƻǾŜǊ ƻǳǊ ƘŜŀŘǎΦ IŀǾƛƴƎ ƴŜƎƻǝŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ 
ŎǊƻǎǎƛƴƎΣ ǿŜ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǊƛƎƘǘΦ !ǎ ǿŜ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŜŘōŜŘǎΣ ŀ 
ǾŜǊȅ ŘŀǊƪ ŎƻƭƻǳǊŜŘ aŀǊǎƘ IŀǊǊƛŜǊ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘΣ ƳŀȅōŜ ŀ ŦŜƳŀƭŜ 
ƻǊ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƅŜŘƎŜŘ ƧǳǾŜƴƛƭŜǎΦ .ŜƘƛƴŘ ƛǘΣ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƅƻŎƪ 
ƻŦ {ǘŀǊƭƛƴƎǎ ƅŜǿ ŀƭƻƴƎΦ ! [ŀǇǿƛƴƎ ǊƻǎŜ ǳǇ ŦǊƻƳ tŀǘΩǎ tƻƻƭΣ ŀƴŘ 
ŀ [ƛǧƭŜ 9ƎǊŜǘ ς ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ƻŦ Ƴŀƴȅ ς ŘǊƛƊŜŘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƪȅΦ .ȅ ǘƘŜ 
ǇƻƴŘπŘƛǇǇƛƴƎ ǇƭŀǜƻǊƳΣ ŀ wŜŜŘ ²ŀǊōƭŜǊ ŎƭǳƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŜŘǎ 
ōƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴŘΦ 

²Ŝ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ŀ CŜǊŀƭ tƛƎŜƻƴ ƅȅƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƻŘƭŀƴŘ 
ǎƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŜǎ ŀ .ƭŀŎƪŎŀǇ ǿŀǎ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ ς 
ƘŜǊŀƭŘƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ ǊŜŀŘƛƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ōǊƻƻŘΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ 
ǳƴŘŜǊƎǊƻǿǘƘΣ ŀ /ŜǩΩǎ ²ŀǊōƭŜǊ ƎŀǾŜ ŀ ƘŀƭŦπƘŜŀǊǘŜŘ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
ƛǘǎ ǳǎǳŀƭ ŜȄǇƭƻǎƛǾŜ ǎƻƴƎΦ ²Ŝ ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ŀ ŘǊŀƎƻƴƅȅ 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ōŀǎƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘƘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭȅ ŘƛŶŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ǎǇƻǘ 
ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǳǎΦ hƴŎŜ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ƻƴ ƛǘΣ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǎŜŜ 
ŘŀǊƪ ōƭǳŜ ŜȅŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƎƻƭŘŜƴ ƘǳŜ ƻƴ ƛǘǎ ǿƛƴƎǎΦ ¢ǊŜǾƻǊ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ 
ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ŀƴ ǳƴǳǎǳŀƭ /ƻƳƳƻƴ 5ŀǊǘŜǊΣ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ 
ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǊŀǊŜǊ ς ōǳǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŎǊŜŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ōŜŀǳǘȅ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ŎŀǎŜΦ 
{ŜǾŜǊŀƭ ōǳǧŜǊƅƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƅǳǧŜǊƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ wŜŘ 
!ŘƳƛǊŀƭΣ [ŀǊƎŜ ²ƘƛǘŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ ǳƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜ aŜŀŘƻǿ .Ǌƻǿƴ 
ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǎǝƴŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ƳŜŀƭ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎǇƛŘŜǊΦ 

!ǎ ǿŜ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊ ǇŀǊƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǎǘ 
.ŀƴƪΣ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ōȅ .ǊƛŀƴΣ ǿƘƻǎŜ ƭŀǘŜ ŀǊǊƛǾŀƭ ǿŀǎ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ 
ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŶŎ ŘƛǎǊǳǇǝƻƴ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ōȅ {ƘŜǊƛƴƎƘŀƳΩǎ tƻǧȅ CŜǎǝǾŀƭΦ 
²Ŝ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǎǘ .ŀƴƪ ŀƴŘ ǎǇƻǧŜŘ ŀ ȅƻǳƴƎ aƻƻǊƘŜƴ 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘȅƪŜΦ !ƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŜǎ ŀ DƻƭŘŎǊŜǎǘ ǿŀǎ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ 
ƴƻǘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ŜŀǊǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǇƛŎƪ ƛǘ ǳǇΦ .Ǌƛŀƴ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǘǿƻ DǊŜŀǘ ²ƘƛǘŜ 9ƎǊŜǘǎ ƻƴ {ƴƛǇŜΩǎ aŀǊǎƘΣ ŀƴŘ 
ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǇŜŜǊŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŜŘǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜΦ Wǳǎǘ ŀƭƻƴƎ 
ǘƘŜ 9ŀǎǘ .ŀƴƪ ƛƴ 5ƻƴΩǎ tƻƻƭΣ ±ŀƭ ƴƻǝŎŜŘ ǘǿƻ ƛƳƳŀǘǳǊŜ /ƻƻǘǎΣ 
ǿƘƛƭŜ ¢ǊŜǾƻǊ ǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ƻǳǘ ŀ [ƛǧƭŜ DǊŜōŜΦ 

¢ƻ ǘƘŜ Ŝŀǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŎƪΣ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƎŀƎƎƭŜǎ ƻŦ DǊŜȅƭŀƎ DŜŜǎŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ 
ōŜ ǎŜŜƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘǳǊŜƭŀƴŘΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊΣ .ƭŀŎƪπǘŀƛƭŜŘ DƻŘǿƛǘǎ 
ŀōƻǳƴŘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ wŜŘǎƘŀƴƪ ƭƻƛǘŜǊŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊΩǎ ŜŘƎŜΣ 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ .ƭŀŎƪπƘŜŀŘŜŘ DǳƭƭǎΦ ! ƧǳǾŜƴƛƭŜ tƛŜŘ 
²ŀƎǘŀƛƭ ǘƻƻƪ ƻũ ŀƴŘ ƅŜǿ ŀǿŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘǎ ŘƛǇǇƛƴƎ ƅƛƎƘǘΦ 

!ǎ ǿŜ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƻǾŜǊ !ǊƴƻƭŘΩǎ aŀǊǎƘΣ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ мл /ŀǧƭŜ 9ƎǊŜǘǎ ƘǳƴŎƘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊŀǇŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ǎǘƻƻŘ 
ŀƴ hȅǎǘŜǊŎŀǘŎƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀ {ƘŜƭŘǳŎƪΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ [ƛǧƭŜ wƛƴƎŜŘ tƭƻǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŀƭƭ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ƛǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 
¢ǊŜǾƻǊΩǎ ǘŜƭŜǎŎƻǇŜΦ hǾŜǊƘŜŀŘ ŀ {ƪȅƭŀǊƪ ǿŀǎ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭ ǎƻƴƎΦ ! ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ YƴƻǘΣ ǊŜǎǇƭŜƴŘŜƴǘ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ǇƭǳƳŀƎŜΦ 
¢ƘǊŜŜ {ǿƛƊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǇƻǧŜŘ ƅȅƛƴƎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊ ŎŜƴǘǊŜΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŜǎ ƛƴ bƻǊǘƘ CƻǊŜƭŀƴŘ ²ƻƻŘǎΣ ¢ǊŜǾƻǊ ǇƛŎƪŜŘ ƻǳǘ ŀ ƧǳǾŜƴƛƭŜ 
{Ǉƻƻƴōƛƭƭ ς ŦŀƴǘŀǎǝŎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎǘǳƴƴƛƴƎ ōƛǊŘǎ ōǊŜŜŘƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜ ƴƻǿΦ ¢ǿƻ .ǳȊȊŀǊŘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƻŀǊƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŬŜƭŘǎΦ !ƴ ŜŎƭƛǇǎŜ 
ƳŀƭŜ aŀƭƭŀǊŘ ƅŜǿ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ǳǎΦ ! ǎƛƴƎƭŜ /ƻƳƳƻƴ ¢ŜǊƴ ǿŀǎ ǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǳǎ ōȅ !ƴŘǊŜǿΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƭŜȅ aŀǊǎƘŜǎ ƎǳƛŘŜǎΦ 

!ǘ ǘƘŜ .ǊŀŎƪƛǎƘ aŀǊǎƘΣ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǘǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ȅŜǘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŀŘŜǊΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ŀ 5ǳƴƭƛƴΦ /ƻƴǝƴǳƛƴƎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǎǘ .ŀƴƪ ǿŜ ƴƻǝŎŜŘ 
ǎƻƳŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǝƴƎ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ /ƘƛŎƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ¢ǳƊŜŘ ±ŜǘŎƘΣ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ōǳǧŜǊƅƛŜǎ ς DŀǘŜƪŜŜǇŜǊΣ {Ƴŀƭƭ {ƪƛǇǇŜǊΣ 
/ƻƳƳƻƴ .ƭǳŜ ς ŀƴŘ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ [ƛƴƴŜǘǎ ƅƛǧŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘΦ 

²Ŝ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƛƴƎƭŜ ǊƛŘƎŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ŘƛǎǘǳǊōŜŘ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ aŜŀŘƻǿ tƛǇƛǘǎΦ !ǘ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪ ƻŦ {Ŝŀ tƻƻƭ ǿŜ ǎŀǿ нн 
/ǳǊƭŜǿǎ ŦŜŜŘƛƴƎ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ {ƘǊǳōōȅ {ŜŀπōƭƛǘŜΦ ²ŜǊŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŀǊǊƛǾŀƭǎ ŦŀƛƭŜŘ ōǊŜŜŘŜǊǎ ƻǊ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜȅ ōŜŜƴ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ōǊŜŜŘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ 
ŜŀǊƭȅ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΚ ! IŜǊǊƛƴƎ Dǳƭƭ ƅŜǿ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊΦ !ǎ ǿŜ ŎǊǳƴŎƘŜŘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƛƴƎƭŜ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǘǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŬǎƘƛƴƎ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅǎ ōȅ 

http://www.nenbc.co.uk/
mailto:nenbc@aol.co.uk


BlueSky: @nenbc.bsky.social     Website: www.nenbc.co.uk                                   Page 16                                          Email Secretary / Editor: nenbc@aol.co.uk 

 

ǘƻǊǇŜŘƻπƭƛƪŜ {ŀƴŘǿƛŎƘ ¢ŜǊƴǎ ŀƴŘ Řŀƛƴǘȅ [ƛǧƭŜ ¢ŜǊƴǎΦ hƴ ŀ 
ǎŀƴŘōŀƴƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǎŜŀ Ǉƻƻƭ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƳŀǎǎƛǾŜ 
ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ {ŀƴŘ aŀǊǝƴǎ ς ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ нлл ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜΚ ! ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ 
/ƻǊƳƻǊŀƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ōŀǎƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƴ ƻƴ ŀƴ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ ƳǳŘΦ ¢ǊŜǾƻǊ 
. ǎǇƛŜŘ ŀ {ƛȄ {Ǉƻǘ .ǳǊƴŜǘ aƻǘƘ ƻƴ ŀ ƭƻǿ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƛƴƎƭŜΣ 
ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ [ŀŘȅōƛǊŘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŎŀǧŜǊŜŘ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻƴŜǎΦ ! 
wƛƴƎŜŘ tƭƻǾŜǊ ǿŀǎ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōǊƻǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƛƴƎƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ 
ŀ ŦŜƴŎŜŘ ƻũ ŀǊŜŀΣ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ŜƎƎ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ŎŀƎŜ ǿŀǎ ǾƛǎƛōƭŜΦ 

! ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘǳǊƴ ǘƻƻƪ ǳǎ ǎƻǳǘƘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ LǊƻƴ wƻŀŘ ŀƴŘ Ǉŀǎǘ {ǿŀƴ 
[ŀƪŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻǾŜŘ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƭƻŎŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ƴŜǿ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΣ 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƻƴŜ .ǊŜƴǘ DƻƻǎŜΣ ŀƴ !ǾƻŎŜǘΣ ōƻǘƘ [ŜǎǎŜǊ ŀƴŘ 
DǊŜŀǘ .ƭŀŎƪπōŀŎƪŜŘ DǳƭƭǎΣ ŀ /ƻƳƳƻƴ Dǳƭƭ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ 
aŜŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŜŀƴ Dǳƭƭǎ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ .ƭŀŎƪπƘŜŀŘŜŘ DǳƭƭǎΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ 
ŀ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ǇƭǳƳŀƎŜ ǿƘƛǘŜπƴŜŎƪŜŘ wǳũΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ 
ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴΣ ŀ Iƻōōȅ ǎƘƻǘ Ǉŀǎǘ ς ǎŜŜƴ ƻƴƭȅ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƪŜŜƴŜǊπǎƛƎƘǘŜŘ 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΦ .Ǌƛŀƴ ƭŜƊ ǳǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LǊƻƴ wƻŀŘ 
ǘƻ ŎŀǘŎƘ ŀ ōǳǎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ {ƘŜǊƛƴƎƘŀƳΦ  

!ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘǳǊƴ ǘƻƻƪ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǿŜǎǘ ŀƭƻƴƎ 
ǘƘŜ !ǧŜƴōƻǊƻǳƎƘ ²ŀƭƪ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ōǳǧŜǊƅȅ ǘŀƭƭȅ 
ǿƛǘƘ ŀ tŜŀŎƻŎƪ ōǳǧŜǊƅȅΦ ! .ƭŀŎƪōƛǊŘ ǿŀǎ ǎǇƻǧŜŘκƘŜŀǊŘ ōȅ 
{ǳǎŀƴΦ hƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘǳǊŜ ƭŀƴŘ ŀ Ƴǳǘǳŀƭ {ǿŀƴ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǎǝƴƎΦ Cƛƴŀƭ 
ōǳǧŜǊƅȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ŀ {Ƴŀƭƭ ¢ƻǊǘƻƛǎŜǎƘŜƭƭΦ !ƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ 
ǳǎΣ ŀ {ŜŘƎŜ ²ŀǊōƭŜǊ ǇƻǇǇŜŘ ǳǇ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ 
ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ŀƎŀƛƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅΦ ! ²ǊŜƴ ǎƘǊƛƭƭŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
ǳƴŘŜǊƎǊƻǿǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƊ Ŏŀƭƭ ƻŦ ŀ ǎǘƻŎƪ 5ƻǾŜ ŘǊƛƊŜŘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƻ 
ǳǎΦ 

²Ŝ ǘƻƻƪ ŀ ǉǳƛŎƪ ŘŜǘƻǳǊ ǘƻ {ƴƛǇŜΩǎ aŀǊǎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǇŜ ƻŦ ǇƛŎƪƛƴƎ 
ǳǇ ŀ DǊŜŜƴ {ŀƴŘǇƛǇŜǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊΣ ōǳǘ 
ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻ ǎƛƎƴ ƻŦ ƛǘΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŀ ǘƘƛǊŘ DǊŜŀǘ ²ƘƛǘŜ 9ƎǊŜǘ ƘŀŘ 
ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘǿƻ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǎǇƻǩƴƎ ŀ 
[ƛǧƭŜ DǊŜōŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘǿƻ ŎƘƛŎƪǎΦ ²Ŝ ŎƘŜŎƪŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŘǳŎƪǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǇŜ ƻŦ ǇƛŎƪƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ŀ DŀŘǿŀƭƭΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀƭƭ ǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ aŀƭƭŀǊŘǎΦ 
²Ŝ ƳŀŘŜ ƻǳǊ ǿŀȅ ōŀŎƪ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ Ǉŀǎǘ .ǊŀƳōƭŜǎ ŦŜǎǘƻƻƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ hƭŘ aŀƴΩǎ .ŜŀǊŘΣ ǊŜƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ !ǧŜƴōƻǊƻǳƎƘ ²ŀƭƪΦ ! 
ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ /ƘƛũŎƘŀũ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ōƛǊŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ǘƻ ртΦ Group pic from Val and wildlife pics from Trevor 

 

 

How well do you know Cley and Salthouse Marshes? Perhaps you know the reserve in August when curlew 
sandpipers, little stints and black-tailed godwits feed on scrape pools and departing terns are harassed by the 
occasional skua as they pass along the coast. Or perhaps you visit in September and October when geese arrive: first 
ƴƻƛǎȅ ƭƛƴŜǎ ƻŦ ǇƛƴƪŦŜŜǘ ŜǘŎƘƛƴƎ /ƭŜȅΩǎ ǎƪȅ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ƭŀǘŜǊ ōȅ ŘŀǊƪ ǎƭƛŎƪǎ ƻŦ ōǊŜƴǘ ƎŜŜǎŜ ŦŜŜŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊǎƘŜǎΦ hǊ Řƻ 
you love it best in mid-winter when snow buntings dance over the shingle and wigeon add their voices to the calls 
of redshanks and curlews on the grazing marshes? Or is spring your favourite time, when first sand martins and 
swallows dance over the reeds, marsh harriers show off with spectacular sky dances and food passes, sedge and 
reed warblers once again fill the reedbed with their songs and avocets congregate and begin their nest scrapes? Or 
do you know Cley Marshes in mid-summer when young spoonbills harass their parents for food and when, on hot 
summer days, groups of cattle egrets, little egrets and occasional great whites make Cley feel more like the 
Mediterranean than North Norfolk. 

David North knows the reserve in all its many moods and seasons. He worked for 16 years with Norfolk Wildlife 
¢Ǌǳǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǎƛȄ ȅŜŀǊǎ Ƙŀǎ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎΣ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƪƴƻǿƴ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ bƻǊŦƻƭƪΩǎ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜǎΦ 
His new book ς Life Changing: Cley and Salthouse Marshes ς follows the changes to season, landscape and wildlife 
across the year on this ever-changing coastal marshland. 
 

The book, price £15.95 is available from NWT visitor centres and on line at mascotmedia.co.uk  

Life Changing: Cley and Salthouse Marshes  
A new book by David North  

http://www.nenbc.co.uk/
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There will be an art exhibition at NWT Cley Marshes from September 13th to September 21st showcasing the work of 
artists who have contributed to the book including NENBC members Mark Boyd and John Hurst plus supporter 
James McCallum as well as other leading wildlife artists who have been inspired by the wildlife and landscape of this 
special reserve which celebrates its centenary in 2026. 

David has made a limited number of signed copies available for purchase to NENBC members at a special 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŘƛǎŎƻǳƴǘ ǇǊƛŎŜ ƻŦ ϻмрΦ !ǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǳǘǳƳƴΩǎ ƛƴŘƻƻǊ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎΦ 9ŀŎƘ ŎƻǇȅ ǎƻƭŘ ǿƛƭƭ 
provide a donation to NENBC of £1 and all pǊƻŦƛǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ bƻǊŦƻƭƪ ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ¢ǊǳǎǘΩǎ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ 
work at Cley and Salthouse Marshes. 

By Steven Sonsino 
 

¸ƻǳ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ !ƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘǎ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴŘŜǊ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ b9b./ ŀǊŜŀ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊǝŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ /ƭŜȅ ŀƴŘ 
{ŀƭǘƘƻǳǎŜΦ ¸ƻǳ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀŎƘŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŜŘōŜŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊǎƘŜǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ ǎŜŀǎƻƴǎΦ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŜ 
ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ ōǊŜŀǘƘƛƴƎΣ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΦ LǘΩǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜƭŀǝƻƴǎƘƛǇ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ƭƛŦŜ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ 
ƭƛŦŜ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ ǳǎ ŀǎ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŎǳǎǘƻŘƛŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ 5ŀǾƛŘ bƻǊǘƘΩǎ ōŜŀǳǝŦǳƭ ƴŜǿ ōƻƻƪΣ [ƛŦŜ 
/ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎΦ  

¢ƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ǘŀƪŜǎ ŀ ŎƛǊŎǳƭŀǊ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ ȅŜŀǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊǎƘŜǎΣ ŦǊƻƳ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ ǘƻ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘŜŘ 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ōȅ 5ŀǾƛŘΩǎ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭƭȅ ŜǾƻŎŀǝǾŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǝƻƴǎΣ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ /ƭŜȅ ƴƻǘŜōƻƻƪΦ Iƛǎ ǿǊƛǝƴƎ ƛǎ ƭȅǊƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ 
ƘȅǇƴƻǝŎ ǿƛǘƘ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ ǊƘȅǘƘƳǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŀŎƛƴƎΣ ōǳǘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƻǾŜǊōƭƻǿƴΦ  

ΨL ŎŀƴΩǘ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ Ƙƻǿ ƻǊ ǿƘȅΣ ōǳǘ ǎƴƻǿ ōǳƴǝƴƎǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōǊƛƴƎ ƳŜ ƧƻȅΣΩ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎ ƛƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊΦ Ψ¢ƘŜȅ ƘƻƭŘ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƳŀƎƛŎΣ 
ŀ ǘƻǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǿƛƭŘƴŜǎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿƛƴƎǎΦΩ  

5ŀǾƛŘ ƛǎ ǎǘŜŜǇŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bƻǊŦƻƭƪ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜΦ Iƛǎ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ¢ǊǳǎǘǎΣ ǘƘŜ w{t. ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ ¢Ǌǳǎǘ ǎƘƛƴŜǎ 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇǘƘ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŀǎ ƘŜ Ǉŀƛƴǘǎ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƳƛƴŘǎ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻǎŜΦ  

Book Review  
5ŀǾƛŘ bƻǊǘƘ όнлнрύ μ [ƛŦŜ /ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎΥ /ƭŜȅ ŀƴŘ {ŀƭǘƘƻǳǎŜ aŀǊǎƘŜǎ μ CƻǊŜǿƻǊŘ ōȅ tŀǘǊƛŎƪ .ŀǊƪƘŀƳ 
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¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŦŀǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƻ [ƛŦŜ /ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ǎǝƭƭΦ !ǎ ŀ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊǇƻƛƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƳŀƎŜǊȅ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿǊƛǝƴƎ ŀǊŜ Ŧŀōǳƭƻǳǎ ǇŀƛƴǝƴƎǎ 
ŀƴŘ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǝƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ нс ƻǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŀǊǝǎǘǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƻƴŜǎ ȅƻǳΩŘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ wƻōŜǊǘ .ǳǎōȅΣ {ǘŜǾŜ /ŀƭŜ ŀƴŘ 
wƛŎƘŀǊŘ wƛŎƘŀǊŘǎƻƴΦ wƻōŜǊǘ DƛƭƭƳƻǊΩǎ ƭƛƴƻŎǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ōŜǊŘŜŜƴ !ƴƎǳǎ  ƎǊŀŎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǊƪ 
ƛƴǎƛŘŜΦ  

.ǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŀǊǝǎǘǎ ƴŜǿ ǘƻ ƳŜΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ aŀȄ !ƴƎǳǎ ƭƛƴƻŎǳǘ ƻŦ {ƴƻǿ .ǳƴǝƴƎǎ ƛƴ {ŀƭǘƘƻǳǎŜΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ 
ǿŀǘŜǊŎƻƭƻǳǊ ōȅ WƻƘƴ IǳǊǎǘ ƻŦ ŀ {ŀƭǘƘƻǳǎŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳƛȄǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ ƻǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ L 
ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘǳƳƴΦ 5ŀǾƛŘ Ƙŀǎ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜ ŀƴ 
ŜȄƘƛōƛǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ƻŶŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ƛƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊΦ  

[ƛŦŜ /ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŜǿŀǊŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀǘ ǝƳŜǎ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜƭȅ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ŜǾƻŎŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǿŜ ŀƭƭ ƪƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ƛǎ 
Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ŘƛǇ ƛƴǘƻ ŀƴŘ ǎƴŀǘŎƘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎ ǿƛǘƘΣ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŦŀƴŎȅ ŀ ōǊŜŀǘƘŜǊΦ !ƴŘ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ŀƴ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 
ƎƛƊ ŦƻǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΦ Lǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŜƳ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǿƘȅ ǿŜ ƭƛǾŜ ƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛǎ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ 

 

By Steven Sonsino 
 

Wƻƛƴ ǳǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ƛƴǎǇƛǊƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǝƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿǊƛǝƴƎΣ ōƛǊŘǎΣ ŀƴŘ 
ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜƳŀǊƪŀōƭŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ǿŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ƘƻƳŜΦ 

²ŜΩǊŜ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƅƛƎƘǘ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ 
ƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ƭŀǎǘ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ ǇƛŜŎŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ Ƨƻȅ όŀƴŘ 
ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎƛƴƎ ŜŀǎŜύ ƻŦ ǿǊƛǝƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΦ ²Ŝ ƴƻǿ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ 
ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭΥ ŀ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ b9b./ 
ǿǊƛǘŜǊǎ ς ǎƻƳŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴŜŘΣ ǎƻƳŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎǘŀǊǝƴƎ ƻǳǘ ς ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜΣ 
ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΦ 

²ŜΩǊŜ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǘƘǊƛƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ aƻǎǎ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊ Ƙŀǎ ƻũŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ 
Ƙƛǎ ǿŜŀƭǘƘ ƻŦ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦ aƻǎǎΣ ŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿΣ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ 
ƻŦ bƻǊŦƻƭƪΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘŜŘ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ǿǊƛǘŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ōƻƻƪǎ 
ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŜǎǎŜƴǝŀƭ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ǿŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ 
ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōƛǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΦ ²ŜΩǊŜ 
ƘƻƴƻǳǊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜΩƭƭ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ ǘƻ ƪƛŎƪǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜǿ ŎƛǊŎƭŜΦ 

!ƭǎƻ ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ ǳǎ ƛǎ 5ŀǾƛŘ bƻǊǘƘΣ ǿƘƻǎŜ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ōŜŀǳǝŦǳƭƭȅ 
ŎǊŀƊŜŘ ōƻƻƪ [ƛŦŜ /ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜŀŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ŜƭǎŜǿƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ 
ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊΦ 5ŀǾƛŘ ōǊƛƴƎǎ ŀ ǊŀǊŜ ƎƛƊ ŦƻǊ ōƭŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŜǾƻŎŀǝǾŜ 
ǿǊƛǝƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭ ƛƳŀƎŜǊȅ ς ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƘŜΩǎ ƳƻŘŜǎǘ ŀōƻǳǘ 
ƛǘΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƘƻǇŜŦǳƭ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǘǿƛǎǘ Ƙƛǎ ŀǊƳ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ 
ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǝǾŜΦ 

WŀŎǉǳŜƭƛƴŜ aƻƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ L ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ ǿǊƛǧŜƴ ŀƴŘ 
ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ōƻƻƪǎ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ς ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ¢ƘŜ .ƭǳũŜǊΩǎ 
DǳƛŘŜ ǘƻ .ƛǊŘǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ς ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƛƎƘǘŜǊ ǘƻƴŜ 
ǘƘŀƴ aƻǎǎ ƻǊ 5ŀǾƛŘΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŜ 
ƪƴƻǿ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƴǳǘǎ ŀƴŘ ōƻƭǘǎ ƻŦ ǿǊƛǝƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘƛƴƎΦ 
CǊƻƳ ²ƻǊŘ ŘƻŎǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƛƴǘπƻƴπŘŜƳŀƴŘΣ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǎƘƻǿ ȅƻǳ Ƙƻǿ 
ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǎŎǊƛōōƭŜǎ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƘƻƭŘ 
ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŀƴŘΦ LŦ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘΦ aŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ 
ǿǊƛǘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŜŜǊ Ƨƻȅ ƻŦ ŎŀǇǘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǳǎΦ 

²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ōƛǊŘƛƴƎ bƻǊŦƻƭƪ ŦƻǊ ŘŜŎŀŘŜǎ ƻǊ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿŀƴǘ 
ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǝƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜΣ ǿŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ 
ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ǿǊƛǝƴƎΦ Lƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ 
ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ōƻƻƪǎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǿǊƛǧŜƴ ōȅ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ŀǳǘƘƻǊǎ ς ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ 
ǿǊƛǧŜƴ ōȅ ƪŜŜƴ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜǊǎΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ŀ ǇŀǘŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bƻǊŦƻƭƪ 

/ƻŀǎǘ tŀǘƘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŀƴŘΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ŀ 
ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ƻǊ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǿǊƛǘŜ ŀōƻǳǘ 
ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΣ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ Ǝƻǘ ǘƘŜ 
Ǌŀǿ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭΦ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ǝƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ b9b./ ǿǊƛǘŜǊǎ ς ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƻǊ 
ǳƴǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ς ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ǊŜƅŜŎǘΣ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ 
ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǿƻǊƪΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƴŜǿ ǾƻƛŎŜǎΦ ²Ŝ ƘƻǇŜ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜ 
ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƭƻƴƎπƭŀǎǝƴƎΣ ƻǇŜƴΣ ŀƴŘ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ ŎǊŜŀǝǾŜ 
ŜƴŜǊƎȅΦ 

LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀƭ ƎǊƻǳǇ ς ŜǾŜƴ Ƨǳǎǘ 
ǘƻ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ƛƴ ŀǘ ŬǊǎǘ ς Řƻ ƎŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƻǳŎƘΦ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŜƳŀƛƭ ƳŜ ŀǘ 
ǎǘŜǾŜƴϪǎǘŜǾŜƴǎƻƴǎƛƴƻΦŎƻƳ ƻǊ ²Ƙŀǘǎ!ǇǇ ƳŜ ƻƴ лтулф 
мпстпмΦ hƴŎŜ ǿŜΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ŀ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ŀ 
ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ όƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŎŀƪŜύ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘΦ 

[ŜǘΩǎ Ǉǳǘ ƻǳǊ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƎŜΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ 
ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾŜΦ !ƴŘ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƘŜŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ς ƛƴ 
ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ǾƻƛŎŜǎΦ 

 

 

  

Calling All Writers (and Would -Be Writers)  

An First for NENBC 

http://www.nenbc.co.uk/
mailto:nenbc@aol.co.uk
mailto:steven@stevensonsino.com
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By Bev Coleman 

Three eggs laid  
 

 The first was laid on 19th March  at 10.17am (two days 
later than first egg last year).  

 The second was three days later. In the early hours of 
the morning (03.13am) on 22nd March. 

 The third and final egg was laid at around 18:30pm on 
24th March.  

 

All three eggs hatched successfully  
 

 Hatching of all three chicks occurred within 48 hours 
and across three days.   

 Hatched over the period 24th to 26th April.  
 

Ringing was also successful  
 

 On the afternoon of May 19th, the three chicks were 
ringed watched by a very excited crowd of onlookers. 

 They were 23-25 days old.  

 They were ringed with a BTO (British Trust for Ornithology) silver ring and a bright orange Darvic identification ring. 
The Darvic rings have three letters this year: VFP, VDP and VBP.  

i. VFP was presumed male as it weighed 688 gms.  
ii. VBP was presumed female at it weighed 741 gms.  
iii. The gender of VDP was ambiguous, weighing 706 gms.  

 Ringing is an important science to help us understand the behaviour of not just the Cromer Peregrines but the whole 
UK population. Very recently it has been confirmed that a female, born in 2020 in Cromer, has now nested 
successfully in Grimsby 

 

Drama in fledging  
 

 First juvenile to fledge was VDP on the morning of the 4th June. It landed near a Herring Gull nest on the roof of 
Upstairs Downstairs, near the church. Mid-afternoon it flew to the top of the Big C charity shop building - straight 
ƛƴǘƻ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ IŜǊǊƛƴƎ DǳƭƭΩǎ ƴŜǎǘΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŎƘƛŎƪǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ Řŀȅ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǎǘill there and thus needed rescuing 
by the fire service. Fantastic support from the crews who made it clear it was a job they were happy to help with, 
good for training. Had they received a 999 call they would have prioritised it. Thanks also to the police who diverted 
traffic around town whilst the road was briefly closed. VDP returned to the church around 9pm on Friday 6th June.  

 VFP fledged on the morning of the 5th June, flying first to the roof of the Red Lion, then moving to the Hotel de Paris 
(where it was mobbed by Herring Gulls) then he made his way back to the nave roof and later that day back to the 
roof of the church tower.  

 VBP (thought to be female which means they usually fledge a bit later) was first spotted flying well on the 7th June 
although she may have taken a flight earlier that was not witnessed.  

 For completeness, the herring gull chicks were unharmed, continued to be fed and would have fledged at this point.  
 

Community impact  
 

 To-date, this year we have had around 12,000 visitors to the Watchpoint which, as usual, is located outside Cromer 
Museum. 

 Since the webcams first started streaming, in 2020, we have now had in excess of one million hits. 

 Many thanks to the Cliftonville Hotel and Viking Optics for their sponsorship and the Museum staff for allowing us to 
store our equipment there. 

 

Postscript 
 

 On August 9thΣ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅ ƻŦ ±.tΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƧǳǾŜƴƛƭŜǎΣ ǿŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ hǾŜǊǎǘǊŀƴŘΦ /tt ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ 

carcass and will feedback any information gleaned at a later date.Φ  

Cromer Peregrine Project   

A Summary of the 2025 Season é 

 

http://www.nenbc.co.uk/
mailto:nenbc@aol.co.uk
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By Jonathan Anderson 

IŜƭƭƻΣ Ƴȅ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ L ƘŀŘ ŀ 
ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ млπŘŀȅ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ƛƴ bƻǊǘƘ 
²ŀƭŜǎ όƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ 
/ǊƻƳŜǊΦ L ǘǊŀǾŜƭƭŜŘ ōȅ wŀƛƭ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ 
ƭǳƎƎŀƎŜ ƻƴ ōŀŎƪ ǎŜŀǘ ǎǇŀŎŜύ IŀǾƛƴƎ 
ŀƭǎƻ ǿŀǘŎƘŜŘ Lƻƭƻ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎΩ ²ŜƭǎƘ ǊƛǾŜǊ 
ǿŀƭƪǎ όŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ wƘŜƛŘƻƭ ŀƴŘ /ƻƴǿȅΣ 
5ȅŬ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭύ ²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǘŀȅƛƴƎ р ƳƛƭŜǎ 
ƻǳǘ ƻŦ [ƭŀƴǊǿǎǘ όƻƴ ǘƘŜ wƛǾŜǊ /ƻƴǿȅύ ƛƴ ŀ ōǳƴƎŀƭƻǿ 
ƻǾŜǊƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ aƻǳƴǘ {ƴƻǿŘƻƴΦ !ǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ōƛǊŘƛƴƎΣ ǿŜ 
ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ н ǎǘŜŀƳ ǘǊŀƛƴ ǊƛŘŜǎΦ  

hƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ŀƊŜǊƴƻƻƴ ǿŜ ǿŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿŀƭƪ ǊƻǳƴŘ ŀ ƴŜŀǊōȅ ƭŀƪŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ƭƻǾŜƭȅΦ [ƻŀŘǎ ƻŦ 
.ƛǊŘǎƻƴƎ ƛƴ ǿƻƻŘǎ όƳƻǎǘƭȅ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎύΦ  

{ǳƴŘŀȅ ŀƊŜǊ ƭǳƴŎƘ ǿŜ ŘƛŘ ŀ ƭƻǾŜƭȅ ǊƛǾŜǊǎƛŘŜ ǿŀƭƪ ƛƴ .Ŝǘǿǎπȅπ/ƻŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀŘŘŜŘ {ƻƴƎ ǘƘǊǳǎƘΣ DǊŜȅ ²ŀƎǘŀƛƭ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ 
ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǎǘΦ  

hƴ aƻƴŘŀȅ ǿŜ ŘǊƻǾŜ ǘƻ 5ŜǾƛƭΩǎ .ǊƛŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƻƻƪ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŜŀƳ ǘǊŀƛƴΦ  

hƴ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΣ ǿŜ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜŘ wǎǇō [ŀƪŜ ±ȅǊƴǿȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƛƴ ŀ ōŜŀǳǝŦǳƭ ƭƻŎŀǝƻƴΦ !ǘ ǘƘŜ /ŀǊǇŀǊƪ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƘƛŘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŦŜŜŘŜǊǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ DǊŜŜƴŬƴŎƘΣ DƻƭŘŬƴŎƘΣ {ƛǎƪƛƴΣ .ƭǳŜ ¢ƛǘΣ DǊŜŀǘ ¢ƛǘΣ /ƻŀƭ ¢ƛǘΣ wƻōƛƴΣ bǳǘƘŀǘŎƘ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΦ !ǎ ǘƘŜ /ŀŦŞ ǿŀǎ 
ŎƭƻǎŜŘΣ ǿŜ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǿŀƭƪ ǘƻ ŀ ǿŀǘŜǊŦŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ŀŘŘŜŘ ¢ǊŜŜ tƛǇƛǘ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǎǘΦ !ƭǎƻΣ DǊŜŀǘ /ǊŜǎǘŜŘ DǊŜōŜ ǿŀǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘΦ  

hƴ ǘƘŜ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ ǿŜ ŘǊƻǾŜ ǘƻ IƻƭȅƘŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ wǎǇō {ƻǳǘƘ {ǘŀŎƪ ƭƛƎƘǘƘƻǳǎŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ YƛǩǿŀƪŜΣ DǳƛƭƭŜƳƻǘΣ wŀȊƻǊōƛƭƭΣ 
/ƘƻǳƎƘΣ tǳŶƴΣ DŀƴƴŜǘ ŀƴŘ {ǘƻƴŜŎƘŀǘΦ ²Ŝ ǘƘŜƴ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƻ wƘƻǎƴŜƛƎǊ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƭŀƪŜǎƛŘŜ ǿŀƭƪ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ DǊŜŀǘ ²ƘƛǘŜ 9ƎǊŜǘΣ 
DǊŜȅƭŀƎ DƻƻǎŜ ŀƴŘ DǊŜȅ IŜǊƻƴΦ  

hƴ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ ǿŜ ŘǊƻǾŜ ǘƻ .ŀǊƳƻǳǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻƻƪ ŀ ŦŜǊǊȅ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ wƛǾŜǊ aŀǿŘŘŀŎƘ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ŀ ǎǘŜŀƳ ǘǊŀƛƴ ǘƻ CŀƛǊōƻǳǊƴŜ 
όCŀƛǊōƻǳǊƴŜ wŀƛƭǿŀȅύ ŀƴŘ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǊƛŘŜ ōŀŎƪ ƘŀƭŦǿŀȅ ǘƘŜƴ ǿŀƭƪŜŘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ .ŀǊƳƻǳǘƘ Ǿƛŀ .ŀǊƳƻǳǘƘ .ǊƛŘƎŜ όǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ²ƻƻŘŜƴ 
wŀƛƭǿŀȅ ōǊƛŘƎŜ ǿƛǘƘ CƻƻǘǇŀǘƘκŎȅŎƭŜ ǇŀǘƘ ŀƭƻƴƎǎƛŘŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƴŜǿ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ǿŀǎ hȅǎǘŜǊŎŀǘŎƘŜǊ ƻƴ {ŀƴŘōŀƴƪǎΦ 

hƴ CǊƛŘŀȅ ǿŀǎ w{t. /ƻƴǿȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǝǾŜ Ƴŀƛƴƭȅ ƻŦ ǿƛƭŘŦƻǿƭΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǿŀŘŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘΦ tŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ 
ƛǎ ŀƭƻƴƎǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ wƛǾŜǊ /ƻƴǿȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǝŘŀƭΣ ǎƻ ŀ ŦŜǿ /ǳǊƭŜǿǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀƭƻƴƎǎƛŘŜ ²ƘƛƳōǊŜƭ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜΦ ¢ƘŜƴ ǿŜ 
ŘǊƻǾŜ ǳǇ DǊŜŀǘ hǊƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŜǊŜ ŘƛǎŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ƴƻǘ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ /ŀǊǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ ƳŀŎƘƛƴŜΣ ǳƴƘŜƭǇŦǳƭ ǎǘŀũ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΦ ²Ŝ ŘƛŘ 
Řƻ ŀ ƭƛǧƭŜ ǿŀƭƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛȊȊƭŜΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΣ aǳƳ ŀƴŘ ƛ ǿŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿŀƭƪ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ wƛǾŜǊ /ƻƴǿȅ ŀƴŘ ǎŀǿ 5ƛǇǇŜǊΣ DǊŜȅ ²ŀƎǘŀƛƭΣ 
wŜŘ .ǊŜŀǎǘŜŘ aŜǊƎŀƴǎŜǊ ŀƴŘ {ǇŀǊǊƻǿƘŀǿƪ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƴƛŎŜ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ тл ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΦ  

hƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ǿŜ ŘƛŘ ŀ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǿŀƭƪπǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŦƻǊŜǎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǿŀƭƪ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
wƛǾŜǊ /ƻƴǿȅΦ   

Our  North Wales  Holiday  

Summer 2025 

Fantastic holiday bird list 

Jonathan! 
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https://www.rspb.org.uk/days-out/reserves/lake-vyrnwy
https://www.rspb.org.uk/days-out/reserves/south-stack
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In our NENBC 10th !ƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ /ƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘƛǾŜ .ƻƻƪ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ άb9b./ Dŀƛƴǎ ϧ [ƻǎǎŜǎέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ 
info on 5 species ǿƛǘƘ ŘŜŎƭƛƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǘǳƴŜǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ Ŏƭǳō ŀǊŜŀΦ hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ [ŜǎǎŜǊ {ǇƻǘǘŜŘ ²ƻƻŘǇŜŎƪŜǊ ΧΦΦ 

άFormally Lesser Spotted Woodpeckers were scarce breeders in the 
NENBC area, but since the formation of the club the only records were of 
a female at Felbrigg Park on several dates in February 2015, with a 
further couple of reports in spring 2016. Prior to this, they were 
described in the 19th century as being scarce and extremely localised in 
Norfolk with Blickling Park being recorded as one of their favourite 
haunts. The earliest known record for the NENBC area was one obtained 
at Barningham in January 1847. Up to 1987, the species still bred at 
several wooded locations along the Cromer to Holt Ridge, but following 
the great storm that year, and the subsequent removal of many dead 
elms, a widespread decline occurred throughout the county, including 
North Norfolk. In spite of this, in the year 2000, Lesser Spotted 
Woodpeckers were recorded during the breeding season, many of which 
were drumming, at 9 locations in the NENBC area: Beeston Regis, 
Cawston, Felbrigg Park, Gunton Park, Little Barningham, Little Thornage, 
Mannington Hall, Sheringham Park and Weybourne. By 2004 the only 
records were of single pairs at Blickling Park, where they probably bred, 
and Sheringham Park. It does now appear that they have been lost from 
the club areaΦέ Artwork: Anne Richards 

!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ bƻǊŦƻƭƪ ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ¢Ǌǳǎǘ ά¢here are now believed to be fewer than 1,000 pairs breeding annually in the UK, 
compared to 130,000 pairs of Great Spotted Woodpeckers.έ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ƘǳƎŜ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛǾŜ Řŀǘŀ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
reasons for declines in our area but this week on the Rare Bird Alert - Articles website was a summary of the results of 
long-term Swedish study with some pointers to UK conservation: 

Contemplating Conservation  

Lesser Spotted Woodpecker  

Unlogged Deciduous Forest Vital for Lesser Spotted Woodpecker Persistence     from Rare Bird Alerts | August 2025 

Thirty-five years of Swedish data show how habitat quantity and quality determine where this elusive woodpecker survives ς with 
lessons for conservation elsewhere in Europe. 

Long-term study across Sweden: The Lesser Spotted Woodpecker Dryobates minor is a deciduous woodland specialist that has 
suffered declines in much of its European range. A new Swedish study, revisiting survey sites from the 1980s, has revealed that both 
the amount and condition of decidǳƻǳǎ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ŀǊŜ ŎǊǳŎƛŀƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΩ ƻŎŎǳǊǊŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƴƎ-term persistence. Researchers surveyed 
over 240 sites, each 200 ha in size, during spring in two periods ς 1985ς1988 and 2019ς2021. Sites varied in forest type, age, and 
management, allowing the team to examine how habitat changes influenced woodpecker presence. The analysis showed that unlogged 
ŘŜŎƛŘǳƻǳǎ ŦƻǊŜǎǘΣ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ΨƴŜƳƻǊŀƭΩ ǘȅǇŜǎ ǊƛŎƘ ƛƴ ƻŀƪΣ ŀǎƘΣ ŜƭƳΣ ƘƻǊƴōŜŀƳΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΣ ǿŀǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǘǿƛŎŜ ŀǎ Ǿaluable as 
logged forest in predicting woodpecker presence. Logged woods, even if broadleaved, offered significantly lower habitat quality. Wet 
deciduous forest also had a positive effect on occurrence. 

Habitat thresholds and persistence: The study confirmed earlier findings that a breeding pair requires roughly 40 ha of mature 
deciduous woodland within a 200 ha landscape. Sites meeting or exceeding this threshold were far more likely to hold woodpeckers 
across both survey periods. Where the species persisted, there was generally more deciduous woodland and a greater proportion of 
formally protected forest. By contrast, sites that lost woodpeckers over time had less habitat and lower levels of protection. Population 
trends in Sweden since the 1970s showed declines coinciding with periods of high hardwood logging, and increases during periods of 
lower extraction. This pattern suggests that logging pressure can have a rapid impact on the availability of suitable feeding and 
breeding habitat. 

Management implications: The reduced habitat value of logged forest is likely due to the removal of large, old trees and their dead 
branches ς key for supporting wood-ōƻǊƛƴƎ ƛƴǎŜŎǘ ƭŀǊǾŀŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƻǊƳ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΩ Ƴŀƛƴ ŦƻƻŘ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ōǊŜŜŘƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘƛƳƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ 
food supply is critical, as it underpins breeding success and adult survival in late winter and early spring. Retention of mature deciduous 
stands, longer management cycles, and protection of unlogged woodland emerged as clear priorities for sustaining populations. Even in 
landscapes where total woodland cover is relatively high, the quality and structure of the canopy are decisive. Although the Swedish 
protected area network is relatively small and fragmented, the higher proportion of protected woodland in persistent sites suggests 
that formal protection can help maintain habitat quality over the long term. 

Relevance to Britain: While this research is rooted in Swedish landscapes, its conclusions resonate with conservation needs in other 
parts of Europe. In Britain, Lesser Spotted Woodpeckers are now scarce and localised, mainly in southern England. The habitat 
thresholds identified here ς both in quantity and quality ς underline the importance of retaining mature, unlogged deciduous 
woodland wherever the species still occurs, and of connecting these core areas within the wider countryside. 

http://www.nenbc.co.uk/
mailto:nenbc@aol.co.uk
https://www.rarebirdalert.co.uk/RealData/Articles.asp
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Also, those of you who are on @Bsky.social may have 
come across the Lesser Spot Network. 

This week they have published their latest results 
gathered by their volunteers in what has actually 
been a very good breeding year for them. This is an 
interesting thread from their social media site: 

  

Pleased to be presenting the latest results gathered by 
Woodpecker-Network volunteers on Lesser Spotted 
Woodpeckers and what we can do to conserve them better 

Since 1968 the LSW population has declined severely and 
their breeding distribution has contracted with birds lost 
from East Anglia, NE, central and SW England and Wales.  
Population estimated at 2000-3000 pairs. Breeding success 
is low compared with the rest of Europe 

  

LSW excavate a nesting cavity each year, always in dead 
trees or in dead branches of live trees. The tree species has 
changed over the years now pioneers like Birch, Alder, 
Willow and Rowan are favoured 

Nationally there is a long-term decline in numbers of young 
ŦƭŜŘƎŜŘ ǇŜǊ ƴŜǎǘ όtҐлΦллтύ ŦǊƻƳ ŀōƻǳǘ п ǘƻ ŀōƻǳǘ н Χōǳǘ 
2025 was the best year since our project started! The 
number of chicks fledged was the highest since we started 
the project in 2015 

  

LSW nesting is getting earlier. Throughout its range LSW is a 
late nesting woodpecker. This is probably adaptive to help 
the survival of small chicks. But in any year the earlier 
nesting birds are more successful. They can switch nestling 
diet to aphids once the caterpillars are gone. 

2025 was one of the warmest springs ever. As a result, all 
LSW nests hatched after the peak of caterpillars on 30th 
April and had to switch to an aphid diet. An abundance of 
aphids in 2025 let LSW escape from phenological mismatch 
with the caterpillars 

Lesser Spot Network @lesserspotnet.bsky.social 

Lesser Spotted Woodpecker conservation project supporting 
birdwatching volunteers to find & record Lesser Spots, their 
nests & breeding outcomes.  

www.woodpecker-network.org.uk   

http://www.nenbc.co.uk/
mailto:nenbc@aol.co.uk
https://bsky.app/profile/lesserspotnet.bsky.social
http://www.woodpecker-network.org.uk/
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So although Red Listed as a UK Bird of Conservation Concern ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƎƻƻŘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƎƻƻŘ ǿƻǊƪ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ 
and it is not all doom and gloom. There is more info about the 2025 Lesser Spotted Woodpecker breeding season plus 
loads of other interesting articles on everything woodpecker on Woodpecker Network - News. 

Not sure about how to spot the difference between Lesser Spotted Woodpeckers and Great Spotted Woodpecker? Here 
are some resources to help: 

BTO Bird ID - Great & Lesser Spotted Woodpeckers ς a video clip to aid with ID 

Great Spotted Woodpecker Vs Lesser Spotted Woodpecker: Key Differences Explained - Binocular Base ς a run-down on 
the key differences which include: 

¶ Great Spotted Woodpeckers are significantly larger at 22 ς 23 cm compared to Lesser Spotted Woodpeckers at 14 ς 15 

cm 

¶ Great Spotted Woodpeckers have a distinctive red patch on the lower belly and under tail, while Lesser Spotted 

Woodpeckers lack this feature 

¶ Males of both species have red markings, but in different locations ς Great Spotted Woodpeckers have it on the back 

of the head, while Lesser Spotted Woodpeckers have it on the crown 

¶ Great Spotted Woodpeckers have a more varied diet including seeds and nuts, while Lesser Spotted Woodpeckers 

primarily feed on insects 

¶ Their drumming patterns differ ς Great Spotted Woodpeckers produce louder, slower drumming compared to the 

faster, quieter drumming of Lesser Spotted Woodpeckers 

 

 Breeding Ospreys return to East Anglia after 250-year absence - BirdGuides [10-Jul] 

 'National treasure' bird book worth £127k to stay in UK - BirdGuides [11-Jul] 

 RSPB reports worst year for Hen Harrier persecution - BirdGuides [18-Jul] 

 UK ban on lead ammunition hailed as major win for wildlife - BirdGuides [19-Jul] 

 British and German conservationists team up to protect coastal breeders - BirdGuides [25-Jul] 

 Off-lead dogs damage Little Tern colony - BirdGuides [31-Jul] 

 Minsmere Sandwich Tern colony hits 50-year high - BirdGuides [08-Aug] 

 Nightjar Migration Distances Could Increase by Over 40% @RareBirdAlertUK [08-Aug] 

 Millions of 'Ghost' Pheasants Go Unregistered as Shooting Estates Flout Rules @RareBirdAlertUK [07-Aug] 

 A Simple Bird Walk Can Reduce Stress ς .ǳǘ tƭŀȅōŀŎƪ {ƻǳƴŘǎ 5ƻƴΩǘ IŜƭǇ ϪwŀǊŜ.ƛǊŘ!ƭŜǊǘ¦Y [31-Jul] 

 St Albans Cathedral peregrine falcon chicks leave the nest - BBC News [22-Jul]    

Check This Out!  

A few bits and bobs in the news in the past month é 

http://www.nenbc.co.uk/
mailto:nenbc@aol.co.uk
https://www.bto.org/learn/about-birds/birdfacts/lesser-spotted-woodpecker#conservation-status
https://woodpecker-network.org.uk/index.php/news
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2E3zqfCZdfY
https://binocularbase.com/great-spotted-woodpecker-vs-lesser-spotted-woodpecker/
https://www.birdguides.com/news/breeding-ospreys-return-to-east-anglia-after-250-year-absence/
https://www.birdguides.com/news/national-treasure-bird-book-worth-127k-to-stay-in-uk/
https://www.birdguides.com/news/rspb-reports-worst-year-for-hen-harrier-persecution/
https://www.birdguides.com/news/uk-ban-on-lead-ammunition-hailed-as-major-win-for-wildlife/
https://www.birdguides.com/news/british-and-german-conservationists-team-up-to-protect-coastal-breeder/
https://www.birdguides.com/news/off-lead-dogs-damage-little-tern-colony/
https://www.birdguides.com/news/minsmere-sandwich-tern-colony-hits-50-year-high/
https://www.rarebirdalert.co.uk/v2/Content/Nightjar_Migration_Distances_Could_Increase_by_Over_40_percent.aspx?s_id=629311043
https://www.rarebirdalert.co.uk/v2/Content/Millions_of_Ghost_Pheasants_Go_Unregistered_as_Shooting_Estates_Flout_Rules.aspx?s_id=629311043
https://www.rarebirdalert.co.uk/v2/Content/Bird_Walks_Boost_Well_being_But_More_Birds_Dont_Help.aspx?s_id=629311043
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c9vrz7wg0k7o











