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President 0 Piece

By Nigel Redman

A breeding seabird colony is one of the greatest of allavian ¢ 2y Qi 06S f2y3 60STF2NBE GKS FAN
spectacles, and NW Europe hosts some of the best in the worldrrive and, in Norfolk, September heralds the arrival of Pink

We are fortunate that Britain has many fabulous seabird footed Geese. | can report that they are on their way! Yesterda
colonies, although in Norfolk we have to rely on seawatching tmn 18 August, | saw many Pinkfeet here in Svalbard. Flocks bc
see our sehirds. large and small, totalling several hundred birds, were all noisily

| have spent the last three weeks in Svalbard, the most northerf}f2ding southwais. Some stopped for a last meal of precious
islands of Europe, and during this time | made three visits to arctic flora before moving on, while others kept flying south. |
perhaps the most impressive auk colony in Europe, if not the wondered if these birds are the ones that we will see in Norfolk

world. The towering cliffs of Alkefjellet (which is Norwegian for N€Xt month.
Wl dzl Y2dzyil AyQu K2f R &2YS c nTheB0fopt basalt cliffsiaf Alkefieflet are M@\symyner Ore Qf aver
Guillemots, as well as five thousand Kittiwakes. Theriéfe ¢ nZnnn LI ANRE 2F ONBSRAYI . NNyyAOf
basalt cliffs can only be accessed from the sea, but there is no ‘
better way to see this spectacle than from a small zodiac driftin
slowlyalong the base of the cliffs. The sight (and smell!) of
thousands upon thousands of guillemots on the narrow cliff
ledges is unforgettable, while thousands more are continually
flying overhead, to and from the cliffs, and thousands of others
are floating aound on the calm waters below. It is truly magical,’
and even norbirders cannot fail to be moved by the experience

But the most remarkable feature of these guillemots is their
breeding strategy. They return to their ledges in May, and lay
just a single egg. After hatching, the chick is fed by both parent
until it is about three weeks old. The chicks are generally very
hard to spot on the ledges as they are closely guarded by the
adults from the eveipresent marauding Glaucous Gulls. Then,
encouraged by its parents, the chick leaps off the ledge, and =

glides down to the sea below, landing clumsily on the water an ———
closey followed by its father. The young bird is barely halfthe . NNy y A OKQa
size of the adults and cannot fly, and so the parent stays with iSvalbard, 8 August 2025.
for the next month or so until the juvenile is fully independent. ‘
They quickly go out to sea, and ringing studies have shown th
most if not all juveniles from Svalbard go to the waters off SW
Greenland and Newfoundland until they reach maturity and ar
able to return to Svalbard to breed.

OKAO]l 060Syil

Most remarkably, breeding is synchronised so that most of the
chicks will jump in a very narrow window of two or three days.
This year, on my third visit to the colony, we timed it perfectly.
gla 58 m 2F WwdzYld 5r8Q YR
morning. There were dozens and dozens of tiny juvenile
guillemots on the water, calling frantically to their parents, who
called back regularly to maintain contact. Our zodiacs were
surrounded by guillemots. There were still thousands of adults
on the cliffs abwe us, so there were many more juveniles up
there waiting to jump. Young guillemots typically leave their
breeding ledges at night, or in low light levels, but in Svalbard i
does not get dark again until September. Nevertheless, most
birds presumably le RdzZNAy 3 GG KS Wy A 3IKI
little more protection from opportunistic predators. The
Glaucous Gulls were on high alert, with almost fidglged
juveniles to feed, and Arctic Foxes were patrolling the base of
the cliffs for any birds that lthmissed their target. It was indeed
- ANBFG LINROGAE SIS (G2 gArltySaa
spectacles on perhaps the best day of the year to do so.

. NNYyAOKQa DdAffSY2(0 OKAO| SAGK I

leaving its ledge, Alkefjellet, Svalbard, 16 August 2025.

As our long hot summer begins to come to an end, autumn
migration is already underway. Waders have been trickling
through for a while, and passerines are on the move too. It
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A Note from the Editor

By Carol Thornton
Welcome to ousomewhat late Augustewsletterg sorry!

Hope you have all been enjoying the sumni&rsonallyl have been in my garden a lot more than out and about of late. W
are seeing so many more flocks of passerines coming through in large numbers than we have ever had in August befort
doy Qi KI @S a Yrye FTSSRSNA dzZLl Fa Ay ukng sean tg BeSonlinbady fillihg NI
them at the ma Most days we are having 50+ Blue Tits and regularly 12+ Great Tits, 1&ailezhgits, 124reenfinchat a
time and a range of ther species in lower numbeis a continual streamNuthatch has been a regular summer visitor this
year after several years of just occasional sightikgstrel and Sparrowhawk are, as you would imagregular visitors on

the hunt for a meal. House Sparrowghich have a colony just down the road but have stubbornly refused to visit our patct
for the last 13 yearsare gracing us with their presence too daily. Not sure if this is a good thing or a bad thing as we are
definitely seeing fewer species and volumes out on the fidgart from pigeons!and in the local hedgerows. Anyone else u
on the garden volumes this year or is it just &% ¢ and whilst we are on gardens, we rather excitingly had a Polecat on o
wildlife cam the other night! Still neveBsSy 2Nl fA yt MFB QI i K@KAKIDFANRG F2NJ YS3
message on our WhatsApp group NENBC Alerts having recently updated my phone so | can use the internet when out |
know¢ | am rather a sticlin-the-mud!). | was delighted when 4 mins after my post of a Marsh Harrier and location info just
outside Gresham, fellow village resident and club member Alan careered round the corner on his bike, cycle helmet at a
angle, in time to see the harrier befit departedand added it to his Sup&sreen list for birdwatching from home without
the use of motorised transport. This is exactlyaivthis group is for!

Ly GKAa Y2yOuKQa ySgaft SpantdeleatSup 0 theéd df thelydayss hettBosedates n gz
diaries. More info on the website soon and in future newslettdryou can offer up a smajiroup walk as leader for Walks
Week in October, please do getintougchJS NK I LJA 42 VYSS6KSNB 6S KISy Qi o6SSy G2
would suit some of us that are less speedy/mobile than we used to beeais thathave a café stop en route or at the end.
Your choice!

W KNRAdZAKTF2 N[ BKE QFNR2 y i O @ KideidNie GaviBuzya2dyRhikp Cartlidie), Kestrel (Andrew
Crossley), Sparrowhawk (Jane Crossen), KeRtehard Farroyy Kestrel (Jane Crossen) and Sparrowhawk (Ken Thorifon)
August our theme will béWoodpeckersso get clicking!

Here are myfavourite member photosromJd @ GKIF G RARY Ql YI 1S AG 2y G2 GKS a
unusualspecies; Green Woodpeckerom Richard KershayBlackbird and Eider from Richard Farrow and Starling from Dot
Cullern Thank you and keep those photos and records coming!
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NENBC Bird Highlights dJuly 202 5

All records are from the NENBC website and submitted by

i species were added in Juy
membersunless otherwise stated.

By Paul Laurie
[ & 4,500 individual records covering 152 bird ]
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Brent @dmeaYSNI NBO2NRa fF [Fismmsaams s
2S52802dNY It FRIFBKSH S Y2yl DA A R LR A
Barnacl e !Goldls’eNJ fl yRSR & =

2858062dz2NyS /I YEI 210S yUiK Si g1

NBaosyd 0STF2NBE Oz K2y id®A ya3d C

httAS 1ffAazy

Common StoOeayaidlyid LINBas

Y2Y(GK gAGK GKS KAIKSELD

2y PRYRM 0KSY ! ¥3aIRk&KBEI&HnA

6380 FdG /NRYSNI [ AIK(GK?2dzazs
opn G 2S8S@062d2NyS®

Red Breasted !MexdNjRadaLd ezrt
K8t wm 2Se862dNyS 61 & GHESB:
0ANRA AY Wdz & ddi NS NF ézli) 2
SEOSLbD2Yy I f

Quahiy (S 6pn\ NR 61 & OI £ Ay

2dzald azdzik 2F GKS {46l yis Y
M¥F OANR 61 & KSENR 2y YS

Turtlet¢cRBveytfe NBO2NR | 4

aA0S 61L& I 0ANR 6SaiMaT

Y2YyiK@G2 v O2dz2NLISae 2

Ayoc(llerz’tz O0ANRE& SI &
MBI & GKS 2yfteé NBO2NRO®
Bl atlai |l ed God@&Dl
He¥ aSSy FTNRY / NRY

™

Curl ew Sarhd/Si pbe§s ¢ SaHI &

2S5Se02d2NYyS o6SIF OKo® o

Littl enyStiiKlst aANR 61 & NBI

N2 O] L2 2fa o6& FRASHTY wdbyaEi =
O2yasailidziSa G(GKS UDSSyiGK N 4 3
Littl et ¢gQuINBO2NRA 2F aiy

2y KISy mmi®&sS wHy

Mediterr anewmhO2@RISIR |-f2y'

@I NR 2dza ydzYo SNA RdzNAyY 3 e
285802dNYyS 2F92fFc WAHF EDKS « -
5/ AR DNRYGKA .
Caspianl|l BBKSald O2dzyi 41!

I NEYSN) t ASRF 2 JKEKE2 gish Kb

2T al N} /tSYSyila P =

BlueSky @nenbc.bsky.social Website:www.nenbc.co.uk Paged Email Secretary Editor: nenbc@aol.co.uk


http://www.nenbc.co.uk/
mailto:nenbc@aol.co.uk
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Coryds Shedraviatlelr 2 S oifodEg
0KS Y2y (iK® |
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28802dNY St yR AKFymy (2%
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Wheat €8 UNBG 2F GKS I dzi d2Yy oS NBF 6 RINBGK $ (0 12 B NI2dH
Crossly | \Nidgf 8 AMNR&a 4SSy yR KSIFENR FTNRY !@®@f YSNI2y > °

August : What to look forwardto & . . @@I QI
. S

¢KS Il dzlidzyy o6S3Aya Ay SIFENySad GKAA Y2y[i¥aa§YNw NGy G

SYR 2F (KS Y2y (K AyDNBRYYASINGT 2yizyNiit M3iNI { K R S dnki 1813 §"&RA 57/

SEOSLI2ylt Ay (G(KS flai ¢S8$H3a o ANyKRBa YRpyEIKT A STRKE R

{ KSI NB V.RISIND| DhizALfyE SiveMibl By 2 1 KB KB 2 YeLeBNYR UNRG 2 Se@

{KSNAY3IAKIFIY® LYy SlFLaadSNIeé gAYRA 6S YI &ASRS CUIMSRAES

2 NB yBGRF O1 SR yRNG B LIDASNAfYSHZ | INDd SINND S9 194 (& A kbl 2 N
|.

2yt e UBS NBO2NRA Ay G20Ff GK2dAK (g2 2F GK2aS 4SSN
K2t @& 3IN}Af ¢2dzf!Rlj dzlSe @ K2SI NPARIINAT R Ay i R YL RAGOK 2
82dzNJ KSI NI NI OS IyR 0Ay20dz I NE GNBYOEST (GKSe& | NB

Observations from | ast mo nt Mengber. Extral

£
Calling all those members out there who dabble in nocturnal recordings of over flying birds ¢é& s ¢
your confirmed records on the website. They dondt count
addition to our data. Supporting sonogram images welcome. But what about those off -the-wall identifications the
analysis software comes up with? The advancements in technology are great but they are a guide rather than a

definitive ID so you do need to check your recordings yo  urself using website databases like Xeno -Canto or BirdNet for
exampl e. Pl ease dondt | og wélesiet &,doldygty 6do edcroogpm suonan hemal| |
onlyd records of the month!

Justtwo noc-mig record s this month:

01/07/2025 | Curlew| Sheringhan Andy Clarke Nocturnal flight calls over garden, 0532 (3 calls, loud and distir
amidst dawn chorus)

01/07/2025 | Common Crossbi|lSheringham | Andy ClarkeNocturnal flight calls over garden, 0519 (nine calls
picked up by Chirpity software, and identity confirmed with Raven software and comparison with Xeno Canto;
number of birds involved unknown)

-l
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Nigh ary GHYR 2F . ¢hQa bAIKG2I N { dzNBSed mn YI f $kingard donblR y
gAYy3a Of I LILAYy3Id 'ff KSINR YR aSSy o6Sis6SSy od®uHp YR wmn
Swit y G{ ONBI YAy 3 | NRdzyR GKS G2y 2dzad "2@0Ste (2 KSIFNI I
Cuckoo y GCteAy3da f2y3 GKS NRIFIR o6& GKS DNRBGS CIN)Y &aK2LD
realiseditwasafulf f SRISR 2dz@SYAf Sdé¢ ¢ W2Ky | dzZNBG p w2dAKI2y
Collared Dove p & oeftanyp@Sparrowhawk! p  { GdzFr NI WZySa p !'G 12YS p o
Oystercatcher y Wast in a flock of four, preceded by a flock of three plus a Cormorant(!), which all stayed together un
losttosightt uw 5F @S . AffKFY p 9Fad"wdzydz2y o/ 2Fatsl GOK {dF GA
Knot p indull breedingplumagein car parkpuddlegs p  / F NBf &y | Fff g 2S@62d2NyYyS [ I
Black -headed Gull p Lakge numbers of various gulls wheeling just south of the bump....for an extended period...can't
work out what they are doing....fly catching?? p / £t F ANBE . N}X&y"S py . SSadz2y . dzYLl p
Mediterranean Gull  py Neéw for the garden Adult summer plumage in gull feeding flock over gardflying ants

emerginggé M 5F OAR DNR¥YFAGKA p !'G 12YS p o

Lesser Black -backed Gull p ke@ping an eye on a pair ofporpoises y hf t A8 1 ffAd2y py M@
Razorbill p judenile on sea,( no accompanying adult ), swimming franticallyseastt t KAt . 2 NI & p 2

Cormorant u A targe flock east, including three with-adhite belliess p 51 @S . Af f K'Y p 9l &ad
140

Grey Heron p Flging N over Church Sinterestingly another (or the same one again?) seen at exactly the same spot flyii
in the same directionat2080 p =+l f {(dzoo& p 2S@8062daN¥YyS py HcC

Sparrowhawk p Currently about 6 feet away on the climbing rose outside the bedroom window eating it's supper of yo
blackbirdé p { GSLKFIYAS 2AGKTY p b2NIK 2 fakKlFyY p c

Red Kite p Pafrallel flying together along the beck, east, possibly juveniles but | didn't get binoculars aén them { G S §
| Southrepps Common | %4

Red Kite p lyiag west low along Chapel Road from Common, midday. Also pair Buzzard & larger (possible Osprey) circ
very high abovethené. g {dzS tFNE2ya p M 2dzi KNBLILJA /2YY2Yy g MO

Buzzard p Fabd begging calls continually for last 3 weeks or so indicate breeding has taken place in the trees at or ne:
SheringhamHougse p w2 3SNJ 9YYSyYy& py {KSNAY3IKFIY py HT

Kestrel y Has been visiting garden for several days sitting on the ridge of the house and then flying down in an attemp
take voles under bird feedér. p YSYy ¢K2NYy &2y uDNBAKFY py HYy

Peregrine u Flging round and round the church calling noisily. A lovely end to the concert we'd been to in the church.
perhaps they didn't like Beethoveén. p { G SLIKIF yYAS 2 GKFY p / NRYSNI yu MH

Blue Tit u &AM ledst 8 of these are thisyear'syoungséersy ! YR& [/ £ N} S p { KSNAY3IKI Y
Swallow p  d lHnedEup on the wire last night all have flown off this morning only one pair used to use this wire so they
must have made a arrangement to meettheré... y ! YYS {AY& p DNBaAaKFY p HcC

House Martin p & nest élony on house in village, twelve occupied nests, nine nests containing young, ( peering out
entrance holes ), some about to fledge, some still showing yellow §apgs t KAt . 2NI Se "y {6l yi2

House Martin p  dnnelStigating our house neghis could possibly be the first time it has been used this geary 5 2 d
Jenny Cullern | Holt | 29

Garden Warbler p Indak tree | planted ....glad he l&e!''é p ! yyS {AY& u DNBAKIFIY p o
Wren p Varaciously nabbing flying ants as they emerge then flying back and forth to the young. I've never seen this act
befores  pu W2Ky | dzNBEfi p adzyRSaftSe p wmy

Nuthatch p Cdlling from Franklin Hill (first for a couple of years); then a young bird dazed itself flying into a window
(presumably the same inexperienced bigd). y ! yR& /£ N]1$ p { KSNAY3IKIY pyu om
Blackbird p Has agreatringtoned! p ! yyS {AY™E p DNBaKFY p o

Blackbird p Odr resident Blackbird was joined by his latest offspring this afterdoony  C2 dzZ3 3 WSy y"e /[

Blackbird p A @air with at least 3 well grown young. The male collecting food suggests another brood soméwhepe? b
Borrow | At Home | 3%

Robin p Cduldn't get onto tle fatballs because there were too many Blue Eits!y £ f  { G dzo 06" p 2 S@¢

House Sparrow u Garden rarity! Very rarely seen, maybe once a year and usually in the summer like this malé A
Borrow | At Home | 29

Bullfinch p Stdl in my garden such a smart bird | can'tgethisphadto.y ! yYyYS {AY&8 p DNBakKILyY
Goldfinch | 2 adults on seed feeder and juv begging to be-fiéek adults completely ignoredéit p  + | f Weyboutae o6
| 15'[

Grey Heron image courtesy of Doug Cullern
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Membership News & Statistics 2025

Welcome back to our returning members dlook forwardto seeing you soon!

* Peter Davies * Peterd & the 600" membership since we started 10 years ago

= - iy

Please keep adding all your sightings to our websitgvalv.nenbc.co.uk Let us know if you have forgotten your password
and need it resetting or need assistance on howptnad your records. More information from our website reconolssts
and social media presencerata, Records & Posts from page 25

Club Achievement Awards

Star Badges

Following a recent Peer Review Panel we have
some new achievers this month!

CONGRATULATIONS to  Andy Clarke on his Number of bird species recorded in the NENBC area sinc:
GOLD, Alan Stevens on his SILVER and Carolyn joining the club:

Hall on her BRONZE. e
Currently,5 members have achieve@OLD STAR SILVER [2[00] |]ozer rrei/:Zwe q
status, 22 members have been awarde&slLVER STAR GOLD [250] peer reviewed
statusand a fabulou86 members now hold the PLATINUM [300] peer reviewed
BRONZE STAR status

We will notify members when they achieve the Bronze badge bi

For any of the club events that take place in the for the higherlevel badges, members should notify us on

club area you can include all of the species you nenbc@aol.co.ukvhen they are ready for their website records t

see or hear so join us for a walk. It always helps to be peer reviewed by the Peer Review Group.

get on to more birds when you are in a group of NOTETheNorfolk Birds Rarities Committeis a little behind at

like -minded folk. the mo in assessing submitted description species (rarities) f

Keep up the good work everyone @ star badges are acceptance. This is having an impact on our ability to award

within everyoneds reach! badges as wenly confirma rarity for badges once accepted b
NBRC sapologies if you are waiting aridank you for your
patience.

Eco-Badges

CONGRATULATIONS to Andy Clarke who got

there with his SUPER -GREEN COASTAL Number of bird species recorded in the NENBC area at o

We currently have26 members who have achieved their  from home without the use of motorised transport sincel
GREEN ECO-BADGES|[Coastal: 16 | Inland: 10] arfl January 2020 (or date of joining if later):

who have achieveUPERGREEN[Coastal8 | Inland:1]. GREEN ECGBADGETS species required for lists with only

species, dates seen and locations that is derived from yol SUPEREREEN ECBADGE125 species required for lists
website records (we can help you download your data) as with only inland sites / 175 for lists with any coastal
S Ol yQu eSu usftft 2y 2 dzNJ ¢ |ocations

you need help getting your list of species downloaded, Lists to be submitted by members fraimeir club website records

] i .
please ask! to nenbc@aol.co.ukalong with a declaration that award
requirements have been met.
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Club Notices

rvation Corner

Conse help??

. canyou

The club runs two WhatsApp groups:

NE Norfolk sea-watching is administered by Trevor
Williams and is for any active and participating
seawatchers along the north east Norfolk coast whether
they are club members or not.

NENBC Alerts is administered by Tony Forster and is
solely for club members to share news of interesting birds
within the club area — no gossip allowed!

The advantage of both these groups is that you can get
instant details about a bird sighting rather than having to
rely on looking at the website later in the day and missing

out. If either of these groups are of interest, drop us an

email on nenbc@aol.co.uk and we’ll put you in touch with
the appropriate administrator. You’ll need to provide your
mobile number and sign up to the group rules. Both
groups are free but to get the most out of them you’ll
need to be able to use the internet on your phone when
you are out and about.

e, Orideas vou
ou d ”ke us to

Oughts, Please drop :Iu —

on ahste\,enSSZ

Thank yoy

any
N an emajj
ma:l.ch

Club Sponsor Bird Ventures offer a 5% discount
on own-branded wild bird food to NENBC members all
year. Have a look at the Bird Ventures website
www.birdventures.co.uk as they also supply feeders
and much more with good advice and help for garden
bird enthusiasts. Free local delivery available

Bird Ventures, The Wildlife Shop,
9B Chapel Yard, Albert Street,
Holt, Norfolk NR25 6HG

Telephone 01263 710203
salesbirdventures@aol.com

Opening Hours:

Monday °
10:15am-4:00pm Bird
Tuesday to Saturday Ventures
9:00am-4:00pm THe wROUST S0P
Sunday Closed B s

h some more book

ds and other naturé

s. We have rathera
e rest of the world
more of those, but
more reading

o home. If you
your shelves
to one of

We could do wit
donationsfor our bir
stall at our indoor event
lot of Field Guides to th
sodon’t really need any
we could do with some
material froma bit c\_osc'ar t
have any books languishing on

that might suit, bring them along °
our events of let us know O
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What 6s On?

A flavour of our upcoming 2025/2026 season

Summary of our annual offer directly below with info after that of upcoming events.
Our we bsite is the place to go for the most up to date and detailed info

R Talks on the last Thursday INFO FOR ALL WALKS

evening of the month at Please wear clothing suitable to conditions - footpaths can be muddy at any

Gresham Village Hall from time of the year - and continue to respect social distancing on the walk if
Sep-Nov and Jan-Apr, also appropriate .

— available live via Zoom YOUNG PEOPLE: Children are always welcome if accompanied by well -

R Walks around Felbrigg Park behaved adults and we would be happy to see young members aged 16
on the 3 Wednesday and 17 attend unaccompanied with prior written consent from a parent or

__ morning of the month Sep -Jul guardian who has also supplied a phone number where they can be

R varied monthly weekend contacted in an emergency.

walks and the odd evening DOGS: We regret no dogs .

one from Sep-Ju . . .
. EQUIPMENT: Binoculars are always recommended to gain full enjoyment

R Special events including: from your birding and for some of our walks , a scope is definitely useful.
% Coordinated Seawatch

% Walks Weeks
% Christmas Social & AGM
® New Yeards Day

ACCESSIBILITY :Unfortunatelymost of our wal ks a

wheelchair users but please do contact us on nenbc@aol.co.uk to see
which of our events are or could be adapted to be so.

Challenge BADGES: Birds seen on club -area walks count towards individual Star
® NENBC Big Sit Status badges & if you walk or cycle from home, they also count towards
® Global Big Bird Day your Eco-Badges.

. activities BOOKING: For the Felbrigg Park Walks no booking is required so just turn

* ggﬂ'rr;% for Beginners up on the day if you fancy it, although it is always nice to know to expect you
Car-sharing is always so feel free to let us know! For the other, generally weekend, walks , we
encouraged, or even better, sometimes require advance booking anc_i |_f this is the case it will say so on
walking or cycling . our publicity

Anyone got any
Get ready for our

new season of programme? Drop us a line and let us
s know where you think we should visit
NENBC activities! _ .
and why and what time of year is
Starting overleaf are some of best. Thank you!
the activities we have lined up
between now and the end of We are hoping to do a in the autumn
the year. These will be on the as we had lower numbers last time. Are you up for
website shortly and we will be tzAlso, fancy leading one
_ ) have to be a 06r edjnfdctave Wouldva |
populating that with our 2026 prefer it i fdjugtsomeoneeentresiastic !

schedule soon. Hope you can who would be willing to take a group of upto 7 folk
.. around a place you like, preferably but not essentially
join us! <

somewhere we dondét wusuall

walks programme. Please get in touch !
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Indoor Events
Gresham Village Hall

We kick offour evening events September with our
popular and now annual event where we hear from
several members on a range of topi€@nto Octoberand
with a nod to our African migrants, our Anniversary Yeaj
theme, withan evening orHouse MartinConservation
In Novembermwe take a look atbird migration in an
increasinghhuman dominated planeand we finish
the yearin Decembewmwith our Christmas Social with
buffet and quiz alongside our AGM.

. 27" November
Bird migration in an increasingly
human dominated planet
With Prof Aldina Franco

11 December
Christmas Social and AGM

T DkdaWNUqagdé WAzt RUIIY
we start the evening off with our AGM (also
available via Zoom), a chance to vote on various
aspects of the club and to listen to a Review of
2025 with outgoing Chair Trevor Williams.

6roecl)ntroduced in the UK, after being absent for more than
years, new migratory route
S and strategies have be
! . en
. establ.lshed. This talk will explore the drivers and
echanisms behing changes in migratory behaviour

THOSE WHO ATTEND AT THE HALPHRSON
can later enjoy the fun of our CHRISTAMS
SOCIAL EVENT which will consist of a light
GI¢l qUT WAOf GWnl YOG LWaet
John, Tim and Kirsty, along with a HOT AND
COLD BUFFET AND DRINKS. We will have tea
tables spread out in the large hall, there will be
prizes available and party hats are very much Check the website for updates and further details

encouraged throughout.

ngA] IS an ecologist with g focus on movement ecology

lI0geography and ecological :
résponses to global ch

e ange

davery Popular speaker we have had the pleasure ogf

welcoming Previously.
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Outdoor Events Felbrigg Park Monthly Walk

This sociable walk caters for all levels of

This autumn /winter we have a nice selection of activities, and if birding ability so come and give us a try. We

we can get our Walks Week sorted (angre volunteerwalk take a leisurely stroll around the park and
leaders out there?) we will have 15 walks for you to join us on lake, route dependent on the local bird and
before year entWe also have our flannual Coordinated other wildlife recently reported or likely to be
Seawatch in October and our newly introduced pgp present on the day. We see aund 40 bird

seawatches that will happen on a more frequent basis for anyon( SPecies on an average walk and even on the

wanting to start their seawatching journey. Do come along! hs Yl t qrllYn Ul cAnd thittesla |
café stop at the end of the walk.
17" September
Saturday 20" September ; ) 15" October
we¥ The Runtons and Incleborough Walk (@l 19" November
A 10" Anniversary Walk Celebrating our 1 st decade! 4 17" December
: . : Please come and join us on the'3
We will be returning to the site of one of our walks from the early Wednesday of the month(except August)
years of the club.A loop from Cromer via East Runton,
Incleborough and West Runton exploring little known migrant
hotspots and coastal birding with a café option at the end.

you would be most welcomé

Saturday 11" October
Coordinated Seawatch
Sunday 5" October

.. For this annual event we will havéeams at a
Overstrand and Trimingham Walk

series of sites with good seaviews, each led

. . _ by anexperienced seawatcher,to record the
This walk follows the cliffs between Trimingham and Overstra number and species of all the birds we see

and inland paths through sunken lanes, woodland and a disu flying along the coast throughout a 3hour
railway track The cliffs are spectacular with lots of cliff erosiol time frame. As well as passing on our love ¢
and slumps providing a large area of undercliff habitat. View seawatching, P sharing our sightgsacross

from the top of the cliffs gives good perspectives for scanning sites and noting timings we cafsocalculate
beach below and for sea watching. On the cliff top the habite flight speed data

ranges mall woodland patches, gardens and arable fields
Everyone welcome whatever your level of

experience. We'll be there to guide you if you
are new to seawatching and want to see

Saturday 8" November what it is all about or if you are a seasoned

RSPB Titchwell Marsh Nature Reserve Walk veteran, please come along to help us out
with observations and ID$

Titchwell can be an exciting reserve at any time of the year. In
November we should be treated to returning waders and
wildfowl and a seawatch may yield rafts of Common Scoter, Pop-Up Seawatches
maybe containing a Velvet Scoter, as well as passing Gannets
and auk species. There are four viewing areas, including some
hides to view the scrapes and reedbeds and we can also view

from the banks.

We will be running a series ashort-notice
pop up events over the coming monthsvhen
the weather forecasts look promising for
good seawatchingso keep an eye on the
website and WhatsAppfor notifications.

Everyone welcome whatever your level of

experience. We'll be there to guide you if yc

are new to seawatching and want to see

what it is all about or if you are a seasonel

veteran, please come along to help us out
with observations and IDs!

Sunday 7" December
Holkham Estate Walk

We will be returning to the site of one of our walks from the earl
years of the cluh Ideally wintering Shorearks will have returned
and often Snow Buntings are present too. A seawatch from t
dunes is usually productive with maykeoter flocks offshore
along with Reethroated Diversgrebe species and perhaps October Walks Week
Gannets passing with thgulls. Hocks of Wigeon, Tealith Brent, Dates and locations to be set sacheck the
Pink-footed and maybe some Whitigonted Geesgossible on website but we are planning a week of small
the inland fields which we cariew fromthe drive orhides group walksover 7 days, 7 locations
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By Dave Billham

Sun cream or anorak; after the hot weather came a grey
spell, with a good chance of rain but also the possibility of
strong sunshine later in the morning; which would it be?
This was the question vexing the nine members who turned
up for the July walk, thievaried choice of clothing

reflecting the possible weather they hoped or feared we
would encounter.

July is traditionally a quiet month, where we normally

record one of the lower species totals; young birds are
generally out of the nest and quietly feeding alongside their
parents, and the trees are in full leafess sound and

reduced vision. Leaving hee | had been surprised by the
sight of a Mediterranean Gull flying over the house, so | was
doubly surprised as | got out of my car at Felbrigg, to see
¢CNBEP2NI 2 At E AL YA
Sure enough, there were thrddediterranean Gl
overhead, an occasional visitor to Felbrigg, last seen on a
club walk in Septembet024. A good start indeed. Other
species noted from the car park weferal Pigeon
Woodpigeon JackdawBlue Tit Greenfinch Goldfinch

Stock DoveCarrion Crowand a flock of thirtyplus
Swallowoverhead. Also overhead was a singlerring Gul)
amazingly the first noted on a walk since April!

During his briefing Trevor had mentioned how Mistle
Thrush were becoming rarer and therefore harder to find at
Felbrigg; as we started to walk towards the lake what
should we see in a tree but foltistle Thrush(this species
being last noted on the February walk). Another thrush, in

BlueSky @nenbc.bsky.social Website:www.nenbc.co.uk
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this case &lackbird was next on the list, followed by a
singleMagpiefeeding on the ground. When we reached the
slope above the water meadows we spieestrel
hunting, and heard the alarm calls o¥N&en from some
nearbyscrub. Alaysitting in an oak was seen next,
followed by the sight of no less than nine Mistle Thrush
A0NBIFYAYy3a 2@0SNJ 2dzNJ KSIF RaT
say a species is becoming rarer! The callsRiieasant
were heard from across the fields, and one kegred
member spotted a lone distar8wift high over the trees.
For July, the list was growing nicely.

A brief pitstop under an oak was required to avoid the rain
and on eaching the bridge over the beck, we paused to
listen for calls from the reedbed, or any sign of movement.

LI2AYGAY 3 dzLiReediRaiblewveferheaid Kallingiiahd/o8casionallyReed d

flitting from reed to reed, their movement betrayed by the
motion of the reeds. A singlRReed Buntingvas also found.

A Moorhenwalking in the shallows of a pool and a calling
Chiffchaffwere the other species noted. Between here and
the lake we watched a flock dbngtailed Titsbeing very
busy in a dead oak, heard the calls &@lackcap and go a
brief view of aBullfinchas it flew off into the woods. A
Dunnockgave better and longer views, as did a pair of
Mallard as they flew over us.

Reaching the path bordering the lake, the only new specie
visible on the water was a singiéute Swan as we had
already found Moorhen and Mallard earlier, these being th
only other species in view. A lo@mmon Buzzardircling

Email Secretary Editor: nenbc@aol.co.uk
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far in the distance was picked up and pointed out, and Carol meadows. The result of its first attempt at flight perhaps;
took great delight in telling myself and Trevor that the back  we will never know for surbutCag £ Q& Y Sy g1 &

of the group had hear&Green Woodpeckerand we would and about in Felbrigg Park that morning and some 15
have too if only we had not been talkingormally the boot minutes later he was able to report the Kestrel was back ir
is on the other foot! | was also told about a paiRiok thetree

that had flown over unobserved by myself. Leaving the
1{SaARS S Y2@0SR Ayli2 GKS
where we found & reecreepey and also heard &ong
Thrush the first time this species has been receddn a
walk this year and we thought Mistle Thrush were elusive!

Moving into more open surroundings we saed Kite
floating past, quartering the ground for prey, aneaey
Heronsculling along the valley. A distant flock of gulls in a
field proved to be mainlBlackheaded Gullsthough in

with them were three Mediterranean Gulls; probably the
same birds we had seen overhead earlier.

The walk over the fields to the house added overflying
Cormorantand singingskylarkto the list, but despite
scanning the house and its surrounds we could not find a
hopedfor Pied Wagtail. However, we were still left with a
list of 42 species found, a great total for the two hours on
one of the quieter months. As some headed for theédaf
returned to my car, and as | did sé*&ed Wagtaiflew from
the track leading to the car park; with everyone still presen
| added it to the list for a total of3 speies

Even more distant waslattle Owlin its usual tree; a brown
speck against a brown tree! An excellent find, but where
was Val and her scope when we needed her? This is
another species that we had not seen on a walk this year. A
singleMeadow Pipitwas also spotted near the beck, and

the rear of the group heard Robinsinging (not sure how

we at the front missed it, as this time we were not talking)!

As the last few minutes of our allotted time ticked away,
our return journey to the car park took us past the tree in
which the Kestrels were breeding, but despite Carol having : : : S

seen a chick sat in the hole on her way in, the hole was now There is no Felbrlgg Wa|k in August, unless someone
empty. A movemenin a scrape of soil on the opposite side  forgets and turns up(!), but hopefully we will see you in
of the path to the tree turned out to be a Kestrel chick dust ~September; see the calendar on the club website for full
bathing, whilst both adults were visible hunting over the details.

BlueSky @nenbc.bsky.social Website:www.nenbc.co.uk Pagel3 Email Secretary Editor: nenbc@aol.co.uk
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July 6 sNeekend Club Walk

\

0 F mur second NENBC 10t Anniversary walk & where the monthly weekend walk retraces some of our early
yearsdbird walks. On this occasion it was the turn of Cley. The height of summer may not have seemed the

optimal time for a visit to this popular coastal location but in the end it proved highly successful. Participants

gathered at the visitors centre, were bri  efed by Janice and then unusually we divided into two groups & Janice
taking half to the central hides whilst | followed the more traditional route with the other half - along the Skirts
path to East Bank, down to Arnol dés Marsh and the sea
back via Swan Lake, the Attenborough Walk and Snipes Marsh to the centre. Not a bad way to celebrate our

tenth year. Some good birds and, as always, some very pleasant company as in total 11 club members joined

the two leaders to enjoy the Cley area. 0 Trevor Williams

On Cley Reserve - By Janice Darch

Fivemembers joinedme to explore the main reserveeeing 33 specieduring our 3 allotted hours. Immediately we were
gl GOKAY3 al NBEK | F NNASNAR LI GNREttAYy3a 20SNI 0§KS NEEdeRStn)
Swallow and Swift. Once we reached the hides we added the fourth, Sand Martin which was drinking over Simmons
Water levels were rapidly falling due to hot weather and strong winds but there was still a good mix of shallow waterdanc
A party of young and adult Spoonbills were present together with Little Egrets, Rédsitaft and young Shelduck, Lapwings
Blackheaded and a sole Lesser Blaecked Gull. A male Ruff, just shedding its ruff was nice, Little Ringed Plovétagimdl,
Oystercatcher and Avocet also showed. Reed Buntings were seen on the boardwalk and the The Catchwater Drain h.
{olyad LG o6la OSNEBE gAYyRe YR a2 y2 gl NbtSNBR akKz2oeSR Ay
showhy 9Fad .lFyl 6S O2yiAydzSR (2 | RR (2 2 dzNdandQbdtwhiledaimeR
of breeding plumage Bladhiled Godwit were on The Serpentine together with a distant flock of Greylay Geese.@ivialdh
added Cormorants, Curlew, a sole Sandwich Tern, Grey Heron, Ringed Plover and a party of breeding plumage Cattl
Scanning the sea yielded Common Terns fishing.
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Life Changing: Cley and Salthouse Marshes

A new book by David North

How well do you know Cley and Salthouse Marshes? Perhaps you know the reserve in August when curlew
sandpipers, little stints and bla¢kiled godwits feed on scrape pools and departing terns are harassed by the
occasional skua as they pass along the cdasperhaps you visit in September and October when geese arrive:
y2Aae fAySa 2F LAY(1FSSG SGOKAy3 /fSeQa ale F2tf2¢
you love it best in migvinter when snow buntings dance over tehingle and wigeon add their voices to the calls
of redshanks and curlews on the grazing marshes? Or is spring your favourite time, when first sand martins at
swallows dance over the reeds, marsh harriers show off with spectacular sky dances and fesd gedge and
reed warblers once again fill the reedbed with their songs and avocets congregate and begin their nest scrape
do you know Cley Marshes in msdmmer when young spoonbills harass their parents for food and when, on ho
summer days, groupsf cattle egrets, little egrets and occasional great whites make Cley feel more like the
Mediterranean than North Norfolk.

David North knows the reserve in all its many moods and seasons. He worked for 16 years with Norfolk Wildli
¢NHzA G FYyR F2NJ GKS fFad aAE &@SIFNBR Kla @2fdzyiSSNBR
His new boolg Life Changing: Cley and Salthouse Marsgdellows the changes to season, landscape and wildlife
across the year on this ewehanging coastal marshland.

The book, price £15.95 is available from NWT visitor centres and oat Iina@scotmedia.co.uk
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Al ' ife Cha nging

CLEY & SALTHOUSE MARSHES

A journey through
Cley's changing seasons,
illustrated by 26 artists
inspired by the wildlife
and landscape of this
much-loved Norfolk
nature reserve.

Profits from the
sale of this book
support Norfolk
Wildlife Trust.

Cover art: Robert
Gillmor MBE, based
on his linocut showing
one of the black
Aberdeen Angus
cattle that graze the
marshes in spring

and summer,

Written, designed and
published in Norfolk.
Printed in the United
Kingdom using paper
from responsible sources.

TSBN 97817397 i-7-5

ol
9|7!1739\7|‘£7l

UK price: £15.95 1 D Pavid North

There will be an art exhibition at NWT Cley Marshes from SeptemietolSeptember 2% showcasing the work of
artists who have contributed to the book including NENBC menidark Boydand John Hurgplussupporter

James McCalluras well as other leading wildlife artists who have been inspired by the wildlife and landscape o
special reserve which celebrates its centenary in 2026.

David has made a limited number of signed copies available for purchase to NENBC members at a special
YSYOSNEKALI RA&O2dzy i LINAOS 2F mMmMpd ! GFAfLFofS F2N L
provide a donationto NENBCof £landag FAGa FTNRY (KS 0221 &adzLl}2 NI b
work at Cley and Salthouse Marshes.

Book Review

5/ AR b2NUXKFSHMKIpYyI MYy TY

By Steven Sonsino

,2dz £20S (GKAa LIXFOSe® ''ff (GKS RAUGSNBYyG KFEoAllrdGa &z
{lfliK2dzaSd L 2dz Sy2z2e aSSAy3a GKS o6SIHOKSaxz (GKS NBSF
fAGAY 3 I yREAGKLS GoKNSENBG KGMYIEKS eNdzd LG Qa (GKAa NBfla2
fAFS OKIyYy3aIAy3d AYLIOG 2y dza a 20aSNWSNA | YR OQdeFib2
| K y@ay3

¢KS 0221 dGF1S& F OANDdzZ F N O2dzNBRS GKNRdAZAK F &Sk NJ 2
GKNRdzAK2dzi 0@ 51 GARQA G2YRSNFdzZ & S@P20F a@S RSaONA
KeLly2a0 ¢ARK KRAD SNERY LINKAyI: o0dzi YSOSNI 20SNDE 26y @
WL OlyQi SELXIAY K2g 2N gKeéx odzi &ayz2¢ odzyay3da |t 6
I 02dz0K 2F gAfRYySaa Ay GKSANJ é)\)[EIéCDQ

5/l AR A& &0SSLISR AYy GKS b2NF2t1 tFyRaoOFLIS® | A4 |-

0
GKNRdzZAK Ay (KS RSLIWGK 2F KAA 1y2éfSREIS ' YR dzy RS N&
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Calling All Writers (and Would - Be Writers)
An First for NENBC

By Steven Sonsino
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Cromer Peregrine Project

ASummaryofthe 2025 Season

ByBev Coleman

Three eggs laid

R The first was laid on T9March at 10.17am (two day
later than first egg last year).

"V The second was three days later. In the early hours 7
the morning (03.13am) on 22March.

R The third and final egg was laid at around 18:30pm
24" March.
All three eggs hatched successfully
"“‘ Hatching of all three chicks occurred within 48 hours_s
B and across three days. ;
R Hatched over the period 24to 26™ April.
Ringing was also successful
R On the afternoon of May 19 the three chicks were
ringed watched by a very excited crowd of onlookers.
They were 225 days old.

They were ringed with a BTO (British Trust for Ornithology) silver ring and a bright orange Darvic identification |
The Darvic rings have three letters this year: VFP, VDP and VBP.

i. VFP was presumed male as it weighed 688 gms.

ii. VBP was presumed female at it weighed 741 gms.

iii. The gender of VDP was ambiguous, weighing 706 gms.

R Ringing is an important science to help us understand the behaviour of not just the Cromer Peregrines but the \
UK population. Very recently it has been confirmed that a female, born in 2020 in Cromer, has now nested
successfully in Grimsby

Drama in fledging

R First juvenile to fledge was VDP on the morning of théune. It landed near a Herring Gull nest on the roof of
Upstairs Downstairs, near the church. Mitternoon it flew to the top of the Big C charity shop buildistraight
Ayid2 Fy20KSNJ I SNNAY3I Ddz £ Qa y Sai Zill thekelard thiskdeBed redwng O
by the fire service. Fantastic support from the crews who made it clear it was a job they were happy to help witt
good for training. Had they received a 999 call they would have prioritised it. Thanks also to thevpolidwerted
traffic around town whilst the road was briefly closed. VDP returned to the church around 9pm on Rridlaye6

""‘ VFP fledged on the morning of th# June, flying first to the roof of the Red Lion, then moving to the Hotel de Par
(where it was mobbed by Herring Gulls) then he made his way back to the nave roof and later that day back to
roof of the church tower.

W‘ VBP (thought to be female which means they usually fledge a bit later) was first spotted flying well &rltime7
although she may have taken a flight earlier that was not witnessed.

"V‘ For completeness, the herring gull chicks were unharmed, continued to be fed and would have fledged at this
Community impact

W‘ Todate, this year we have had around 12,000 visitors to the Watchpoint which, as usual, is located outside Cro
Museum.
Since the webcams first started streaming, in 2020, we have now had in excess of one million hits.

R Many thanks to the Cliftonville Hotel and Viking Optics for their sponsorship and the Museum staff for allowing
store our equipment there.

Postscript

R OnAugusths KS 02R& 2F +.t3x 2yS 2F (KA& 2S5FNDa 2d@sy
carcass and will feedback any information gleaned at a later @ate.
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Our North Wales Holiday
Summer 2025
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Contemplating Conservation
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker

Inour NENBC Y0 vy YA GBSNELIFNE /2YYSY2NIGA@®S . 221 ¢S KI @S
inffoon5speciess A G K RSOf AYyAy3a F2NldzySa Ay 2dzNJ Of dzo | NB I

oFormallyLesseiSpottedWoodpeckersvere scarcebreedersin the
NENBGrea,but sincethe formation of the clubthe only recordswere of
afemaleat FelbriggParkon severaldatesin February2015,with a
further coupleof reportsin spring2016.Priorto this, they were
describedn the 19th centuryasbeingscarceand extremelylocalisedin
Norfolkwith BlicklingParkbeingrecordedasone of their favourite
haunts.Theearliestknownrecordfor the NENB@reawasone obtained
at Barninghamin Januaryl847. Upto 1987,the speciesstill bred at
severalwoodedlocationsalongthe Cromerto Holt Ridge but following
the greatstormthat year,andthe subsequentemovalof manydead
elms,awidespreaddeclineoccurredthroughoutthe county,including
North Norfolk. In spite of this, in the year2000,LesseiSpotted
Woodpeckeravere recordedduringthe breedingseasonmanyof which
weredrumming,at 9 locationsin the NENB@rea:BeestonRegis,
CawstonFelbriggPark,GuntonPark Little BarninghamL.ittle Thanage,
ManningtonHall,SheringhanParkand Weybourne By 2004the only
recordswere of singlepairsat BlicklingPark wherethey probablybred,
and SheringhanPark.It doesnow appearthat they havebeenlost from
the clubaread Artwork: AnneRichards

' O0O2NRAY3I (2 (GKS e h#E i helieved fo Reffewar $rantl Malrpairs béeéding annually in the
compared to 130,000 pairs @Great Yotted Woodpeckers ¢ KSNB Aay Qi | KdzaAS | Y2dz
reasons for declines in our area binig weekon the Rare Bird Alert Articleswebsitewas a summary of theesults of
long-term Swedish study with some pointers to UK conservation:

Unlogged Deciduous Forest Vital for Lesser Spotted Woodpecker Persistence from Rare Bird Alerts | August 2025
Thirty-five years of Swedish data show how habitat quantity and quality determine where this elusive woodpecker gumiities

lessons for conservation elsewhere in Europe.

Longterm study across Swedem he Lesser Spotted Woodpecker Dryobates minor is a deciduous woodland specialist that has
suffered declines in much of its European range. A new Swedish study, revisiting survey sites from the 1980s, has adveatied th
the amount and condition of decitt?2 dz& F2NB &l I NBE ONHzOA | £ -ten pérdistencé RISdAkiers Surveyéd
over 240 sites, each 200 ha in size, during spring in two peci@8851988 and 20182021. Sites varied in forest type, age, and
management, allowing theeem to examine how habitat changes influenced woodpecker preséieeanalysis showed that unlogge
RSOARdMz2dza F2NBad> LI NIAOdz I NI & WySY2NIfQ (eLilSa N OKaludblg as?
logged forest in predicting woodpecker presence. Logged woods, even if broadleaeeed sgignificantly lower habitat quality. Wet
deciduous forest also had a positive effect on occurrence.

Habitat thresholds and persistenc&he study confirmed earlier findings that a breeding pair requires roughly 40 ha of mature
deciduous woodland within a 200 ha landscape. Sites meeting or exceeding this threshold were far more likely to hold wrdpe:
across both survey periods. WhereetBpecies persisted, there was generally more deciduous woodland and a greater proportion
formally protected forest. By contrast, sites that lost woodpeckers over time had less habitat and lower levels of prdtagtidation
trends in Sweden since the 1970s showed declines coinciding with periods of high hardwood logging, and increases ddsied per
lower extraction. This pattern suggests that logging pressure can have a rapid impact on the availabilitplef fegithng and
breeding habitat.

Management implicationsThe reduced habitat value of logged forest is likely due to the removal of large, old trees and their de:
branchesg key for supportingwoo@ 2 NAy 3 Ay asSod I NBFS GKFd F2N¥Y (G(KS &aLISOAS
food supply is dfical, as it underpins breeding success and adult survival in late winter and early spring. Retention of mature de:
stands, longer management cycles, and protection of unlogged woodland emerged as clear priorities foingustgiulations. Even ir
landscapes where total woodland cover is relatively high, the quality and structure of the canopy are datilsoegh the Swedish
protected area network is relatively small and fragmented, the higher proportion of protected woodland in persistent ggestsu
that formal protection can help maintain habitat quality over the long term.

Relevance to BritainWhile this research is rooted in Swedish landscapes, its conclusions resonate with conservation needs in @
parts of Europe. In Britain, Lesser Spotted Woodpeckers are now scarce and localised, mainly in southern England. The habita
thresholds identifed hereg both in quantity and qualitg underline the importance of retaining mature, unlogged deciduous
woodland wherever the species still occurs, and of connecting these core areas within the wider countryside.
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Also, hose of you who are o@Bsky.social may hav
come across the Lesser Spot Network.

This week they have published their latest results
gathered by their volunteers in what has actually
been a very good breeding year for them. This is a

Lesser Spoletwork @lesserspotnet.bsky.social

Lesser Spotted Woodpecker conservation project supportir
birdwatching volunteers to find & record Lesser Spots, thei
nests & breeding outcomes.

www.woodpeckemetwork.org.uk

interesting thread from their social media site:

Lesser Spotted Woodpeckers
Dryobates minor

How citizen science is contributing
to our understanding of this
enigmatic species

Ken Smith & Linda Smith
Independent Researchers, Woodpecker Network

www.woodpecker-network.org.uk
@LesserSpotNet.bsky.social
This work is self funded by Woodpecker Network volunteers

Lesser Spotted Woodpecker have been in serious decline in both numbers and range.
Woodpecker-network.org.uk was set up by Ken and Linda Smith in 2015 to:
« Encourage volunteer studies of woodpeckers in UK, especially Lesser Spots
+ Collect data on LSW breeding success on a wide scale,
+ Submit data to BTO nest record scheme & UK Rare Breeding Bird Panel
ss0x Spolot Wosxpeanspep o e The locations of 169 LSW nests found
d and monitored by Woodpecker Network
volunteers in 2015-2025

Breeding distribution 2011 4
B eon Current population
estimated to be
2000-3000 pairs

.. Number of nest records sent to
% BT01933-2025 ‘
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Pleased to be presenting the latest results gathered by
WoodpecketNetwork volunteers on Lesser Spotted
Woodpeckers and what we can do to conserve them bett

Since 1968 the LSW population has declined severely an
their breeding distribution has contracted with birds lost

from East Anglia, NE, central and SW England and Wale
Population estimated at 2068000 pairs. Breeding success
is low compared with theast of Europe

Trends in types of LSW nest tree from 1970-2025
All LSW nests are in dead trees or in dead branches of live trees.
An interesting change to pioneer species

100

w Poplar
=Eln
mfruittrees

® pioneer species

Pioneer species includes
Birch, Alder, Willow, Rowan
Forest species includes Ash,
Beech, Hornbeam, Oak

mforest spe

Smith & Smith, British Wildlife 2024

Nationally there is a long-term decline in
numbers of young fledged per nest (P=0.007)

...but 2025 was the best year yet!
With above average numbers of young fledged per nest

-

? e 2 X a
g 3 . Y Why was 2025 so good?
Normally LSW lay 5 eggs,
they have good nest
survival but only fledge
an average of 2.4 young
per nest, probably due to
lack of food. This level of
brood reduction is worse
than for Great Spotted
Woodpeckers (GSW))

Number of young fledged

Number of young fledged

2025

1945

LSW excavate a nesting cavity each year, always in deac
trees or in dead branches of live trees. The tree species |
changed over the years now pioneers like Birch, Alder,
Willow and Rowan are favoured

Nationally there is a lorterm decline in numbers of young
Ft SRISR LISNI ySad o6trnonnt
2025 was the best year since our project started! The
number of chicks fledged was the highest since we starte
the project in 2015

LSW nesting is getting earlier. Throughout its range LSW is a late nesting
woodpecker. Late nesting is probably adaptive to help the survival of small
chicks. But in any year the earlier nesting birds are more successful. They can
switch diet once the caterpillars are finished to feeding aphids and other
species to the chicks. But often lack of food leads to chick starvation.

)

LSW First Egg date vs year (BTO & Woodpecker Network data)
°

s 4

But 2025 was one of the
warmest springs ever.

The red line is Great Spotted
Woodpecker - at least one
week earlier

2025

1945 Smith & Smith, Bird Study 2020

Year

Hatch date (red line) and defoliating caterpillar
peak 2025, as measured by frass fall

! /\)\»
5 o

0 ™
Date (1=April 1st)

2025 was one of the warmest springs ever.

As a result, all LSW nests hatched after the peak of
caterpillars on 30" April and had to switch to aphids,
cranefly and other 